
Colorful abstract 
compositions fill 
upper school …  

 

PHOTO BY JAKE O’SHAUGHNESSY 

A scene from “Messages” by Ari Sanders, one of the films to be shown at this 

year’s Festival. This film is about modern day communication between stu-

dents. It involves two sets of teenagers: one set communicates by texting while 

the other writes and mails letters. The film shows the different kinds of rela-

tionships each set of teenagers has depending on their type of communication.  
                                

SCREENSHOT COURTESY KATIE HADER 

By James Morley 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Riverfield had a great 
turnout again this year for the 
Red Cross Blood Drive on 
Feb. 22.  
 For the past several years, 
Riverfield’s Student Council 
has organized two blood 
drives each year that allow for 
students, faculty, and parents 
to help local hospitals by do-
nating blood.  

 The Red Cross reports that 
nearly 21 million blood compo-
nents are transfused each year in 
the United States. Riverfield 
students and faculty should be 
proud that the blood they donate 
goes to the people that make up 
that number.  
 The Red Cross had a total of 
6.8 million blood donors in 
2016 alone. In every disaster or 
medical emergency, people sel-
dom see the need for blood 
transfusions. For example, the 

Riverfield donates blood for Red Cross 
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recent school shooting in Park-
land, Florida is a great reason 
that everyone should continue to 
donate. 
 The blood that Riverfield 
community members donate 
doesn’t just go to local hospi-
tals. It may go all across the 
nation when disaster relief is 
needed. The Red Cross reports 
that it responds to roughly 
64,000 disasters every year that 
require blood transfusions. Even 
a single car accident can require 

up to 100 pints of blood.  
 Although the Red Cross does 
in fact sell the blood donated, that 
is only because of the operational 
costs of the foundation.  
 By donating, people here are 
helping the American Red Cross 
reach more people when they 
need it most. The foundation re-
lies on your donations.  
 Our blood drives are just an-
other example of Ravens making 
a difference in their community 
and throughout the U.S.  

By Jack Jones 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 A tragic event occurred on 
Feb. 14 in Parkland, Florida. 
Seventeen students were shot 
and killed during a shooting at a 
high school.   
 According to a police arrest 
report obtained by the New 
York Times, 19 year old Nikolas 
Cruz, who confessed his respon-
sibility, stated that he arrived at 
his former school via Uber with 
his weapon hidden in his vest. 
When he arrived, he proceeded 
to open fire in the hallways and 
quickly made his way to the 
classrooms as well. 
 The strange thing about this 
event was that, as awful as it 
was, it shouldn’t have been too 
much of a surprise. Cruz had 
shown various signs that he 
would take violent actions sev-
eral months beforehand.  
 One commonly discussed 
example is a comment that Cruz 
made on YouTube stating that 
“I’m going to become a profes-
sional school shooter.”  
 At first, many would assume 
this comment was made by just  
another harmless person with a 
dark sense of humor. This sort 
of thing isn’t especially uncom-
mon, and if that were it, it 
would be plausible to pass it off 
as a joke.  
 The problem is, it wasn’t a 
joke, and there were ample 
warnings. When Cruz was still a 
student at the school, a peer 
counselor actually notified law 
authorities of a suicide attempt 
by Cruz as well as his talk about 
purchasing a gun.  
 Cruz made many more ques-
tionable comments on social 
media, some of which were 
reported to law enforcement. 
 This shooting was a horri-
ble, brutal act that might have 
been prevented if further actions 
had been taken by officials. This 
is yet another example of the 
fact that people can never be too 
careful. 
 
NOTE: See “Riverfield Student 
Reactions” on page 6. 

Aftermath 

of Florida 

school 

shooting 
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— The Third Annual — 

RCDS FILM FESTIVAL 
By Hana Saad 

STAFF WRITER 

 

T 
his year’s Film Festival will take place 
on Thursday, March 29, at Circle Cin-
ema, one of the last pre-1960s movie 
theaters in Tulsa. The theater is proud 
to be listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places.  
 The event will premiere films from Riverfield’s 
60 film students, from preschool ages to seniors. 
 The Film Festival has quickly become a River-
field tradition. Katie Hader, the director of River-
field’s Film Department, established the festival in 
2016. She did so for two reasons.  
 “One, I wanted to show that film can be integrat-
ed into all ages. And two, so parents, faculty and 
students can see the work we’ve been doing,” Ms. 
Hader explains. 
 The Festival is a chance for the film students to 
showcase what they have accomplished in class dur-
ing the first and second semesters. Each film is writ-
ten and produced by students with assistance from 
Ms. Hader. 
 The event is widely popular among students and 
their families. Since the Film program has more stu-
dents this year, Ms. Hader expects the Festival at-
tendance will be greater than last year. There will be 
time before the premiere for students to take photos 
on the red carpet and enjoy the atmosphere of the 
historic theater. 
 Come out and support the talented film students. 
They have created all types of wonderful films, from 
music videos to self-portraits. It will be a fun experi-
ence for all, so be sure you don’t miss out! 



 Congratulations to both Var-
sity basketball teams on a great 
season! Spring sports have start-
ed practices, and games and 
matches are already beginning. 
 Both Varsity tennis teams 
had great seasons last year, and 
both have the potential to make 
an impact at this year’s state 
tournament. The teams are led 
by seniors Grace Clark and 
Karsten Knutsen.  
 Karsten Knutsen — This is 
his senior year, and Karsten has 
a lot to look forward to. Hope-
fully he will help lead the Varsi-
ty Boys tennis team to its second 
state title this year. Not only 
does Karsten play at Riverfield, 
he also travels to tournaments 
around the U.S. to compete 
against the best tennis players in 
the nation. Karsten’s athletic 
ability and intensity on the court 
put him leaps and bounds ahead 
of opponents. He is carrying on 
the legacy of great tennis play-
ers here at Riverfield. Nice job, 
Karsten!  

 Grace Clark—Grace is also 
a senior, and she is the only 
veteran on the Varsity Girls 
tennis team. Grace has leader-
ship responsibilities, but they’re 
nothing she can’t handle. Like 
Karsten, she also trains outside 
of Riverfield practices to get in 
extra work. Grace has played 
Varsity tennis every year so far 
in high school, and she has had 
tremendous success. 2018 could 
be her best year yet. The girls 
will count on her leadership and 
tennis skills to take them deep 
into the state tournament. Keep 
it up, Grace! 
 Grace and Karsten are this 
issue’s MVPs because of their 
hard work on the court.  

Karsten and Grace 
are tennis standouts 
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By James Morley 
 

 Most 
Valuable 

Players 

Knutsen and Clark are leaders of their Varsity tennis teams. 
PHOTOS BY LOGAN PAYNE 

By Brady Heinig 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 

 The NCAA Basketball 
Tournament is an event that 
American sports fans pay at-
tention to every March, re-
gardless of their level of love 
for basketball.  
 Filling out a tournament 
bracket is simple and fun, but 
on March 13, fans will shift 
their focus to the actual games 
being played. 
 This year, there is no clear 
cut favorite to win the tourna-
ment, but several teams have 
separated themselves from the 
pack. Here are two squads that 
have proven their strength and 
a couple of others that still 
have work to do. 
 Contenders:  
 Michigan St. — Miles 
Bridges has been playing phe-
nomenally, and the Spartans 
are sure glad he returned for 
his sophomore year. His team 
is ranked No. 2 in the country, 
and MSU’s size could be a big 
advantage for them in the 
postseason. 
 Texas Tech — This Red 

March madness coming! 
Raiders team is dangerous 
with offensive firepower all 
over the court, and marquee 
wins in conference play have 
put them in position to end 
Kansas’ streak of conference 
titles. Keenan Evans has quiet-
ly been one of the best players 
in the country and could lead 
his team to the Final Four. 
 Pretenders:  
 Oklahoma — Trae Young 
is the best player in the coun-
try, but he has struggled re-
cently and the Sooners have 
followed suit. They have lost 
four games in a row, and a 
conference championship is 
most likely out of reach. 
Young can only do so much, 
the rest of the Sooners must 
pick up the slack if they want 
to go deep into March. 
 Purdue — One of the top 
ranked teams in the country, 
the Boilermakers have now 
lost three in a row and are 
trending downward. You don’t 
want to go into March strug-
gling, so if they don’t figure 
out their problems, it could 
spell trouble for Carsen Ed-
wards and company. 

Early predictions for the MLB season 

By Logan Payne 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 In recent news (NBA.com, 
ESPN.com), one of the most 
renowned players in the NBA 
has vocalized interest in joining 
the Golden State Warriors dur-
ing this offseason.  
 In a post-game interview, 
LeBron James said he would 
“talk to them” if they could of-
fer him a max salary contract. 
 That would be very difficult, 
considering they already have 
four All-Stars on their team who 

LeBron to Golden State Warriors? 
expect to be paid for their level of 
play.  
 This season has been rough 
for the veteran LeBron. Maybe a 
change of scenery would be good 
for him. But all the hate such a 
signing would inspire, added to 
the hate he already receives, 
would be horrific for his career.   
 Since LeBron is chasing Mi-
chael Jordan’s records, it would 
be very detrimental and probably 
lead to a lot of disrespect from 
other big NBA players and sports 
broadcasters.  
 The Warriors are already the 

top team this year after win-
ning the NBA finals, and they 
may be the top team for years 
to come. If they wanted to 
give LeBron a max contract, 
they would likely have to re-
lease an All-Star, probably 
Klay Thompson.    
 This move would hurt the 
careers of many NBA players 
as well as the chances for oth-
er teams to win the NBA fi-
nals. Of course, the chances of 
that happening are already 
insanely low for most teams. 
We’ll see what happens.  
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VARSITY SOCCER plays at locust grove on Thursday, march 15 

— A recap of the season — 

BASKETBALL ENDS  
Julia Hale and Rachel Wolf. 
      The Varsity Boys also 
played on that first night of Dis-
tricts. After a nail-biter that end-
ed with the Ravens coming out 
on top 38-35, the Ravens ad-
vanced to the District Champi-
onship game.  
      Last year, the Varsity Boys 
won their District, and they had 
another opportunity to do so. 
After a slow start, the Ravens 
were able to cut the lead to sin-

gle digits with just minutes left 
in the game. Sadly, the game 
ended with a Raven loss.  
 After the first night of Dis-
tricts, the tournament turns 
into double elimination, mean-
ing the Boys still advanced to 
Regionals, but in the loser’s 
bracket. Another loss for the 
Ravens would mean the end of 
their season. 
 The Boys next played 
Summit Christian Eagles for 

the third time this sea-
son, on Feb. 14 in the 
first game of Region-
als. 
In a very competitive 
game, the Ravens fell 
to the Eagles by five  
in what ended up be-
ing the final game of 
the season. 
Congrats to both teams 
for some great memo-
ries and successful 
seasons. Best of luck 
to both teams next 
year. Now make sure  

  you go out and sup-    
  port our spring sports! 

By Brenden Paul 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 MLB Spring Training is 
now underway. There were 
lots of key moves and free 
agent signings this offseason. 
These trades sent former All-
Stars to new homes and saw 
some free agents get signed to 
major and minor league deals.  
 Here are my predictions for 
the teams that will make the 
postseason (in order):  
 AMERICAN LEAGUE— 
Texas Rangers, Cleveland In-
dians, Houston Astros, New 
York Yankees, Toronto Blue 
Jays 
 NATIONAL LEAGUE— 
Los Angeles Dodgers, Chicago 
Cubs, Washington Nationals, 
Arizona Diamondbacks, St. 
Louis Cardinals 
 I predict the AL Wild Card 
matchup will be between the 
Blue Jays and the Rangers, and 

the Blue Jays will win the one 
game sudden death showdown. 
 That means the Blue Jays 
would move on to play the Yan-
kees, who I predict will be the 
AL’s top seed. I believe the 
Yankees will defeat the Blue 
Jays. The Blue Jays will get 
lucky in one game, but the Yan-
kees will win the other four.  
 In the series between the 
Indians and Astros, I think Hou-
ston will advance in five games, 
winning the tiebreaker. Then, 
with the Astros and the Yankees 
in the AL Championship Series, 
I predict the Astros will go back 
to the World Series, beating the 
Yankees in seven games. I be-
lieve it will take a full series to 
decide a winner between those 
two top teams.  
 For the NL, I predict the 
Wild Card will be between the 
Diamondbacks and the Cardi-
nals, and the Cardinals will win 
the deciding game. Between the 

top seeded Dodgers and the 
Wild Card-winning Cardinals, 
I predict the Dodgers will 
sweep the Cardinals 3-0. Then, 
between the Cubs and Nation-
als, I think the Nationals will 
advance, winning 3-1. In the 
NL Championship Series, I 
think the Dodgers will sweep 
the Nationals 4-0. 
 For the World Series, I 
predict that in six games, the 
Los Angeles Dodgers will get 
their revenge on the Houston 
Astros, due to the power of 
Cody Bellinger, Justin Turner, 
Yasiel Puig and Clayton Ker-
shaw.  
 You may be surprised I 
don’t have the LA Angels and 
Japanese star Shohei Ohtani in 
the postseason. That is  be-
cause I don’t think one player 
can lead a struggling team to 
the postseason in one year. 
Maybe they can do it next 
year.  

By Noah Laubach 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 After a regular season that 
was filled with highs and lows 
for both teams, the Ravens 
traveled to Davenport to try to 
survive and advance deeper 
into the playoffs.  
 Both the Varsity Boys and 
Varsity Girls had to play in 
the win-or-go-home game on 
that very first night in District 
competition. The 
Girls tipped off first 
against Agra, and 
after a back-and-forth 
between the two 
teams, Agra ended up 
pulling away.  
 The Girls Varsity 
team had just begun 
playing some of their 
best basketball of the 
season but sadly, 
they couldn’t come 
away with a win. 
Congratulations on a 
great Riverfield ca-
reer to the three sen-
iors: Grace Clark,  

Seniors Brett Anderson, Noah Laubach and James 

Morley celebrate after their last game together.  
PHOTO COURTESY NOAH LAUBACH 



By Will Dozier 
STAFF WRITER 

 

 Whether you are watching a 
superhero, sci-fi, romance, or 
critic favorites that win Oscars, 
most popular movies these days 
have an orchestral soundtrack. 
 According to reelrun-
down.com, origins of orchestra 
classical-esque music styles in 
film date back to the heyday of 
musicals. It became the most 
popular way of creating emo-
tion in a scene when the images 
and dialogue could not. 
 Classical scores would later 
spread to sci-fi with the land-
mark Kubrick film “2001: A 
Space Odyssey.” After this, the 
limits for classical scores in 
films were endless. 
 However, using classical 
scores to elevate emotions has 
been done to death. It is no 
longer a stylistic choice to use a 
classical score, it is expected. 
This lowers the value of orches-
tra music, making it mere back-
ground music for a movie, not 

speaking for its true merit.  
 The most well-remembered 
scores these days seem to be 
ones that innovate or stray away 
from usual classical scores. 
 Angelo Badalamenti’s 
“Twin Peaks” soundtrack is one 
of the best and most critically-
acclaimed scores. It is a concoc-
tion of dream pop, jazz, and 
ambient music. The TV show 
embraced its quirks, going for 
something more original. 
 Other composers, such as 
the late Jóhann Jóhannsson, has 
become more critically ac-
claimed for his unique electro-
acoustic style for films such as 
“Arrival,” rather than more usu-
al orchestra film scores. Even 
the new “Black Panther” seems 
refreshing for the use of Hip-
Hop in its score. 
 Even film critics are tired of 
the trope and would prefer more 
innovative film scores to the 
usual classical style. 
 Because of overuse, orches-
tra soundtracks have lessened 
the value of classical music. 

Has Hollywood lowered the 
value of orchestral music? 
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Cleveland Cavaliers or boston celtics? 
By Noah Laubach 

SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 Most NBA analysts are pre-
dicting an Eastern Conference 
Finals matchup in May between 
the Cleveland Cavaliers and the 
Boston Celtics, one of the 
NBA’s newest rivalries.  
 The Cavaliers have won the 
conference for the last three 
years, and I don’t believe any-
thing will change during the 
2017-18 campaign.  
 Cleveland already won the 
regular season series two games 
to one, and the new-look Cavs 
look the best they have all sea-
son.  
 At the Feb. 8 NBA trade 
deadline, the Cavs moved six 
players in three different trades, 
and released former MVP Der-
rick Rose. This left them with 
only three of their consistent 
starters and removed their go-to 
bench players. The Cavs added 
Rodney Hood, George Hill, Lar-
ry Nance Jr., and Jordan Clark-
son.  
 However, those four players 

combine for zero All-Star ap-
pearances, whereas the seven 
players they lost combined for 
17 All-Star games (12 from 
Dwayne Wade) and an MVP 
trophy.  
 Even with this reset, the 
Cavs are competing with more 
energy than they have all sea-
son. When push comes to shove 
in the playoffs, the NBA’s best 
player, LeBron James, will 
come through for the Cavaliers. 
James is so great that he led the 
2006-07 Cavs to the NBA finals 
in only his fourth season. He 
also brought his team back from 
a 3-1 deficit in the finals against 
the best regular season team in 
NBA history.  
 With these new players, the 
Cavs are 4-2, and one of those 
wins was against the Celtics. 
Once the Cavs get All-Star Kev-
in Love back from injury and 
add him to the new roster, they 
will be primed to surpass the 
Celtics and make the NBA fi-
nals … where they will probably 
end up getting beat by the War-
riors or the Rockets. 

 

By Brady Heinig 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 The Boston Celtics have 
exceeded expectations and 
worked their way up to the No. 
2 seed in the East. They were 
favorites to make it to the finals 
after adding Gordon Hayward 
and Kyrie Irving. But Hayward 
went down in the first game of 
the season, and nobody knew 
what would come for Boston.  

Noah and Brady don’t see eye to eye when it comes to these teams. 
PHOTO BY QUINTEN NOKES 

NFL Draft pick predictions 
By Jack Bluhm 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 The 2018 NFL Draft, on 
April 26-28, will have 32 se-
lections in the first round, and 
this year the Cleveland 
Browns will have the first four 
picks in the first round.  
 Teams that have picks ear-
ly in the draft are usually the 
teams that just had the worst 
seasons. Teams that have picks 
in the Top 10 are the worst 
teams in the NFL right now. 
From the Browns to the Bron-
cos, these teams obviously 
need high draft picks to get top 
quality players from colleges 
to help their rosters. 
 Here are my thoughts for 
the top 10 picks in this year’s 
draft. 
 No. 10: Oakland Raiders 
— The Raiders have both of-
fensive and defensive needs. 
They should bring in either a 
young inside linebacker or a 
good power running back. 
 No. 9: San Francisco 
49ers — The Niners picked up 
Jimmy G at the trade deadline 
and are now set at the QB po-
sition. All they need now is a 
player who can help protect 
their QB. They need to draft a 
good offensive lineman. 
 No. 8: Chicago Bears — 
The Bears had a 5-11record —
far from perfect. Their choice 
to draft QB Mitchell Trubisky, 
wasn’t the best decision on 
their part. They need to draft a 
good wide receiver for Tru-
bisky to throw to. 
 No. 7: Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers — The Bucs had a better 
year than last, but still only 

came in at 5-11 on the year. 
They have a good passing game, 
but no running game. They need 
to draft a young running back to 
replace Doug Martin. 
 No. 6: New York Jets — 
The Jets are in the AFC East, 
the same as the Patriots. So not 
much you can do there, but they 
have a lot of QB struggles. This 
is why I think they should draft 
a QB. 
 No. 5: Denver  Broncos — 
The Broncos have a dominant 
defense, but many offensive 
struggles. This is why I think 
they need to draft a good quar-
terback or running back.   
 No. 4: Cleveland Browns 
— The Browns went 0-16 this 
year, mostly due to their lack of 
defensive presence. Their of-

fense didn’t produce anything, 
though, and this is why they 
need to draft a good QB. 
 No. 3: Indianapolis Colts 
— The Colts are going to get 
their franchise QB Andrew 
Luck back next season, so they 
need to protect him with a 
strong offensive lineman. 
 No. 2: New York Giants 
— The Giants lost multiple 
key players this year, like 
Odell Beckham Jr., and they 
need to keep Eli from getting 
hurt with a great offensive 
lineman. 
 No. 1: Cleveland Browns 
— The Browns’ defensive unit 
is not the best in the NFL, and 
for this reason I think they 
need to draft a smart free safe-
ty or a fast corner back. 

has clearly been Kyrie Irving 
stepping up, as he has taken 
the team on his back and car-
ried them. He was in LeBron 
James’ shadow for three years, 
and he never got to truly be 
the No. 1 option for a champi-
onship contending team until 
this year, so he is making the 
most of his opportunity.  
 Key players like Al Hor-
ford, Jalen Brown and Terry 
Rozier have made big steps in 
improving their game, while 
rookie Jayson Tatum has 
shown lots of promise this 
year.  
 Boston has a good mix of 
veteran skill and young talent, 
and that recipe gives them an 
excellent chance to reach the 
finals.  
 With Cleveland’s recent 
overhaul right at the trade 
deadline, the Eastern champi-
onship looks more wide open 
than ever. That is why I am 
predicting that the Celtics will 
be the team representing the 
Eastern Conference in the 
NBA finals in May. 

ARTWORK: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 

 After dropping the first two 
games of the year, the Celtics 
ripped off 16 straights wins to 
put them at the top of the East-
ern Conference.  
 The Toronto Raptors have 
since passed the Celtics and are 
only ahead by a couple of 
games in the standings. But the 
race remains close and will 
surely continue to be tight until 
the end of the regular season.  
 The key to Boston’s success 

Wyoming’s QB Josh Allen, USC’s QB Sam Darnold, and Penn State’s 

RB Saquon Barkley are among the top picks in this year’s draft.   
PHOTO: SPORTSONEARTH.COM 

ARLINGTON, TX 
April 26-28 
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‘BP’ breaks box office records  
 “Black Panther” opened 
on Feb. 16 to resounding 
praise from critics and fans 
alike. The film currently 
holds a 97% on Rotten To-
matoes and an 88% on Meta-
critic, making it one of the 
highest rated movies of 
2018.  
 The newest Marvel film 
opened to $242 million at the 
box office during its first 
weekend, placing it fifth on 
the list of largest opening 
weekends of all time. It fol-
lowed up by earning $111 

million in its second weekend. 
But these are just the domestic 
numbers. “Black Panther” cur-
rently has a worldwide gross of 
more than $763 million, placing 
it in the top 100 highest gross-
ing movies of all time after only 
three weeks in theaters.  
 During this historic opening, 
“Black Panther” has set and tied 
several box office records. It 
tied “Jurassic World” as the 
second fastest movie to reach 
$400 million dollars in ten days. 
“Black Panther” also set the 
record for biggest Monday 

PHOTO: SOULBOUNCE.COM 

gross, and it placed just be-
hind “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens” for largest second 
weekend of all time. “Black 
Panther” also had the second 
largest opening weekend of 
all time (not adjusted for 
inflation.)  
 As the film finished its 
third weekend in theaters last 
Sunday, “Black Panther” 
held off challengers “Red 
Sparrow” and “Death Wish” 
and kept its crown as King of 
the Box Office, taking in 
another $66 million. 

Kendrick lamar’s ‘panther’ ALBUM 
By Quinten Nokes 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 *** Explicit Content *** 
 Coordinated with the mov-
ie release, Kendrick Lamar 
released “Black Panther,” an 
album of music from and in-
spired by the newest Marvel 
movie.   
 Featuring multiple artists, 
the tracks in the album in-
clude: “Black Panther,” “All 
the Stars,” “X,” “The Ways,” 
“Opps,” “I Am,” “Paramed-
ic!,” “Bloody Waters,” 
“King’s Dead,” “Redeption 
Interlude,” “Redemption,” 
“Seasons,” “Big Shot,” and 
“Pray for Me.”   

 Here are two that are worth 
mentioning  
 “All the Stars” — One of my 
favorites. SZA does the hook, 
and she starts off with it. Kend-
rick has a good verse, but it’s 
not as good as some of his oth-
ers in this album. But the beat is 
really good. The song is just 
really well put together.  
 “King’s Dead” — My favor-
ite track on this album, it fea-
tures Future and James Blake. 
Future and Kendrick have the 
best verses in this song. Kend-
rick does the hook, and after his 
verse, Future comes in with 
really good lines. Blake also has 
a good verse. Produced by Jay 
Rock, it has a really good bass.  

 Overall, I’d give the 
“Black Panther” album 3 ra-
vens out of 5.  

Chadwick Boseman stars as T’Challa, who takes on the persona of Black Panther. 
PUBLICITY PHOTO: MARVEL STUDIOS 

By Connor Keesling 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

 
 I loved “Black Panther.” I 
loved every second of it. In 
almost every way it could, it 
exceeded every expectation I 
had.  
 “Black Panther” is the 18th 
film in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe (MCU), but in many 
ways, it was the most detach-
ed film in the MCU since the 
original “Iron Man” back in 
2008.  
 The PG-13 film tells the 
story of T’Challa (played by 
Chadwick Boseman) as he is 
crowned king of Wakanda. I 

won’t say more about the plot 
for fear of spoiling it. What I 
can say is that, for the first time 
in a long time, a superhero mov-
ie has crafted a story so emo-
tionally fulfilling that it leaves a 
mark on the viewer.  
 With every protagonist 
comes an antagonist, and “Black 
Panther” delivers the best antag-
onist since the Dark Knight. 
Michael B. Jordan’s transforma-
tive performance as Erik/Kill-
monger creates the most emo-
tionally complex and enthralling 
antagonist in recent memory.  
 The rest of the cast is just as 
fantastic, especially Letitia 
Wright as Shuri, Winston Duke 

as M’Baku, and Lupita 
Nyong'o as Nakia.  
 Director Ryan Coogler has 
crafted a masterwork of a film. 
It transcends the typical ideas 
we have of what a Marvel 
movie, and to a larger degree a 
blockbuster film, can be. 
 “Black Panther” is a lot of 
things, but at the end of the 
day, it’s about people. Beauti-
ful, complex people. It’s a film 
that demands to be seen, and 
by all means, it should be. I’m 
giving it 5 out of 5 ravens.  

The newest Marvel superhero: 
 

‘Black Panther’ 

creative fiction 

THE CHASE EXPERIMENT  
By Elise Wagoner 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 Previously … The guardi-
an tells Chase he is not com-
pletely dead ... 
 
 
 
 
  Chase’s jaw stayed tightly 
locked, which was unex-
pected. I had just told him that 
he wasn't dead, even though 
his healing scars from the ac-
cident were clearly prominent.  
 Everything I just told him 
seemed to have no effect for a 
good minute. Then he said, 
“Why would I be dead?” 
 It was my turn for my jaw 
to drop. This young man had 
just been tossed around like a 
rag doll, and he was wonder-
ing how he would be dead? 
 “You were thrown in a car 
crash which caused multiple 
head injuries, and you are ac-
tually wondering how you 

ARE dead?” 
 He just shrugged.  
 I decided to get down to 
business. “Well, anyway, in 
order to get back to where you 
came from, you have to go 
through a sort of trial.”  
 At this, Chase’s head 
perked up and he looked inter-
ested.  
 I began to explain what he 
would have to do to regain his 
mortal form. He would be 
required to transform into any 
one animal for a month and 
survive. That’s it. I am re-
quired to help him as best I 
can without interfering with 
the normalization process.  
 “That is your quest. If you 
choose to be among the living 
again, then you must accept. 
Otherwise …” I drew my 
sword and slashed the air to 
reveal a tear in space and time 
itself. “This is where your 
mortal soul will be once you 
die. I would hate to cut you 
short.”         … to be continued 

 After enjoying Leigh Bar-
dugo’s “Six of Crows” duology 
immensely, I decided to buy a 
copy of her most recent install-
ment in the Grishaverse (the 
fictional world where most of 
her stories take place.)  
 “The Language of Thorns” 
is a 281-page book that includes 
six short stories. 
 Anthologies like this one are 
some of my favorite things to 
read, because you do not have to 
commit a large amount of time 
to finish a story. Just read one 
here and there, before bedtime 
or whenever you have nothing 
to do. It is not necessary to read 
her other books that are set in 
the Grishaverse.  
 Each of these startlingly 
beautiful stories can be read on 
its own. They each have roots in 
fairytales such as “The Little 
Mermaid,” “The Nutcracker,” 
and “Hansel and Gretel.” But 
the endings and characters are 
what make each of these short 

stories so special. 
 Bardugo’s writing style is 
rich and witty, full of breathtak-
ing descriptions and characters 
that challenge our perception of 
how heroes or “damsels in dis-
tress” should behave.  
 Each story is almost better 
than the last. It was impossible 
for me to pick a favorite, alt-
hough I am partial to “The 
Witch of Duva.”  
 Every short story is filled to 
the brim with magic and in-
trigue. The stories have the best 
plot twists, and the endings are 
satisfying.  
 Reading “The Language of 
Thorns” makes you feel as if 
you are in a cozy cabin in a 
snowy forest, drinking hot cider 
and waiting for magic to appear. 
 I give this book 5 out of 5 
ravens.  

By Hana Saad 

BOOKTALK BOOKTALK 

A view into his future …                              ILLUSTRATION BY PENNY MUSICK 
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By Mason Malloy 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 On Jan. 23, a game that 
had been in early access for a 
while was finally released for 
PC on Steam. That game is 
“Subnautica.”  
 I had the opportunity to 
play in early access in 2015, 
and now I own the full release 
of the game.  
 Let’s start by explaining 
the requirements to play this 
game. “Subnautica” needs a 
pretty fast computer (not high-
end, just fast.) If you do have a 
fast computer, I recommend 
this game.  
 The game takes place in 
the future when planet coloni-
zation is common. In the be-
ginning, a ship crashed and a 
man was released in a life pod. 
He arrived on a new world and 
found one problem with the 
planet. It is entirely under wa-
ter. The objective of the game 
is to find a way to get off the 
planet.  
 Now, you do have some 
stuff to do in your free time. 

There is massive biodiversity 
in the alien ecosystem, and the 
graphics are not bad at all. So 
exploration is one of the best 
parts of “Subnautica.”  
 One bad thing about explo-
ration is that some of the alien 
life is not friendly. There are 
aliens they call “leviathans” 
which reach massive size and 
can destroy the submarine you 
have built.  
 That leads me into craft-
ing. You can’t have a survival 
game without crafting. It is 
fairly simple, but you do have 
to spend time to gather materi-
als, which can be frustrating.  
 Overall, I would recom-
mend playing this game to 
explore the mysteries of its 
undersea world. I would not 
recommend playing it for the 
story.  
 This game retails for $25 
on Steam, and I highly recom-
mend it. I give it 4.5 out of 5 
ravens. 

GAME REVIEW: ‘Subnautica’ 

By Andrew Jordan 
REVIEWS EDITOR 

 
 Disney is one of the most 
iconic companies in the world, 
with many theme parks and too 
many classic characters to 
count.   
 Recently they bought the 
Star Wars franchise, and they 
have started to make new con-
tent for the story.  
 One of their most interesting 
projects is “Star Wars: Rebels,” 
which bridges the gap between 
Episode 3 (“Revenge of the 
Sith”) and Episode 4 (“A New 
Hope.”)  
 It follows a group of rebels 
on the planet of Lothal who are 
fighting the Empire, eventually 
forming the Rebel group that we 
see in “A New Hope.”  
 The series is in its fourth and 
final season now and is about to 
pick back up from its mid-
season finale. As the show starts 
again, it will finish the story of 
this rebel group.  
 This has been highly debat-

ed. Will they all die, or will they 
live on?  
 This show has given SW 
fans some appearances of char-
acters that are seen in other 
movies, such as Grand Moff 
Tarkin, Darth Vader, and even 
one of the most beloved people 
in legends, Grand Admiral 
Thrawn. It also has featured an 
appearance of the Emperor, who 
comes and intervenes in the 
conflict.  
 “Star Wars: Rebels” also 
brings back characters from the 
highly revered show, “The 
Clone Wars,” such as Captain 
Rex.  
 The series also ties in to 
some other movies, and it even 
references old Star Wars books 
that fans will notice and love.  
 Overall, I think that the se-
ries finale is not something you 
want to miss. I give “Star Wars: 
Rebels” 4 ravens out of 5.  

DISNEY XD REVIEW: 

 ‘Star Wars: Rebels’ 

“Star Wars: Rebels” is an animated TV series set between the events of 

Episode III and IV.                                                       PUBLICITY PHOTO: DISNEY 

By Alex Milton 
REVIEWS EDITOR 

 
    From the very beginning of 
the game, “Horizon Zero Dawn” 
caught my attention. The con-
cept of exploring a post-
apocalyptic world filled with 
robot creatures resembling dino-
saurs sounds like a concept too 
absurd for a meaningful story. 
However, Guerilla Games has 
somehow managed to pull it off.  
 “Horizon Zero Dawn” takes 
place in a world where humans 
are driven back to primitive 
tribal societies by robotic crea-
tures resembling different ani-
mals that their technologically 
advanced ancestors created. 
 Aloy, the playable character 
of the game, was born an out-
cast from the Nora tribe who 
was raised by a fellow outcast, 

Rost. After winning back her 
place in the tribe, Aloy is tasked 
with learning more about her 
past and who her parents are. 
She must find a way to stop the 
“machines” from attacking the 
Nora villages.  
 The story remains engaging 
throughout the main story and 
optional side quests. 
 The game’s ranged bow and 
arrow combat, along with the 
close-quarters spear fighting, 
feels both challenging and satis-
fying by allowing the player to 

approach problems in numerous 
ways. The possible upgrades 
that can be made to weapons 
will keep players hunting differ-
ent types of “machines” to find 
different usable parts. 
 From start to end, “Horizon 
Zero Dawn” is a spectacular 
experience in nearly every as-
pect. The experience kept me 
interested in the stories the 
world had to offer through its 
main campaign, side missions, 
and lore that can be found across 
the game’s explorable world. 
 Horizon: Zero Dawn is one 
of the best games available ex-
clusively on PlayStation 4. It 
earns 5 ravens out of 5.  
 Rated T. 

Don’t miss ‘Horizon Zero Dawn’  

By Will Dozier 
STAFF WRITER 

 

 Famed popstar Justin Tim-
berlake has made a return. 
Along with his Super Bowl per-
formance last month and a new 
tour comes a new album titled 
“Man of the Woods.” 
 More than an hour long and 
containing 16 tracks, Timber-
lake seems to be going for an 
ambitious pop album again, 
following his very well pro-
duced last album, “The 20/20 
Experience.”  
 But despite the quality of his 
last album, “Man of the Woods” 
is a terrible and messy execution 
of pop tropes that do not go well 
together. 
 The main idea was to create 

an album that combined R&B 
production aesthetics with a 
country singer/songwriter idea.  
 This idea is not terrible, but 
it ultimately fails in execution. 
The production was handled by 
The Neptunes and Timbaland. 
That seemed promising, but the 
production is terrible.  
 The album yells that it’s a 
country album with its use of 
acoustic guitar, but it simultane-
ously tries to appeal to modern 
R&B/Hip-Hop trends, using 
terrible placed 808 beats on eve-
ry song.  
 Timberlake wants to play the 
songwriter returning to his roots, 
but he also wants to appeal to a 
mainstream pop crowd. It just 
does not work. 
  “Wave” and “Flannel” are 

awful and show the issues with 
the messy combination of pro-
duction styles and the tasteless 
Country attempt. 
 “Supplies” is a bad attempt 
to appeal to modern trap sound, 
and J.T. just does not know how 
to make a trap banger. The vid-
eo was hilariously awful.  
 Some songs are just average, 
though. For example, the al-
bum’s best song, “Montana,” is 
simply mediocre, not terrible.   
 Timberlake has received 
negative acclaim, and for valid 
reasons. Hopefully, he will re-
evaluate his songwriting. 
 I give this 1.5 out of 5. 

MUSIC REVIEW:  ‘Man of the Woods’ 

By Logan Payne 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 “Jumanji: Welcome to the 
Jungle” came out on Dec. 20, 
2017. It is a remake of the 
1995 movie starring the late 
Robin Williams, one of the 
funniest people ever in the 
movie business. This reboot of 
a classic film had a lot of hype 
to live up to.  
 But it had some big name 
actors like Kevin Hart, 
Dwayne (“The Rock”) John-
son, and Jack Black … a pret-
ty good cast for a movie that is 
designed to make people laugh 
the whole time.  

 The film received a 71% 
from Rotten Tomatoes, which is 
known for giving harsh reviews. 
As it turned out, the movie did 
live up to the hype. It scored 
20% higher on the site than the 
original “Jumanji.” 
 I was laughing the whole 
time I was in the movie theater, 
and so was everyone else. Even 
parents who came to watch it  
with their children were laugh-
ing.  
 The cast works together ab-
solutely perfectly, and the 
friendship between Kevin Hart 
and Dwayne Johnson was a key 
element of the movie.  
 There were some changes 

MOVIE REVIEW: ‘JUMANJI’ 
from the original film. In the  
1995 movie, they played a 
board game called Jumanji 
and got sucked into its world, 
becoming characters in the 
game. In the remake, they 
were playing a virtual game. 
There are other slight changes 
if you are the type of filmgoer 
who looks for exact remakes.   
 I would recommend any-
one going to this movie and 
bringing friends or family. I 
give it 4 out of 5 ravens.  
 Rated PG-13.  

By Alex Milton 
 

 

GAME 
Night 

PUBLICITY PHOTO: SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT 
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“The Un-commons” comes out on March 30! 

 

There are so many reasons to like the 2016 Mustang GT. Sleek styling, a powerful engine, and an impressive 

interior combine to make this car a great choice.                                                                 PHOTOS BY GRANT HEINIG 

 I was recently handed the 
keys to a 2016 Ford Mustang 
GT Premium. Here are my 
thoughts. 
 For the first time in its 50 
years of production, the Mus-
tang abandoned the solid axle 
setup and received an inde-
pendent rear suspension. The 
new suspension allowed the 
Mustang’s glorious engine and 
plentiful torque to thrive in 
situations other than a straight 
line. That’s right, the Mustang 
could now handle a turn 
properly.  
 But once again, Ford was 

playing catch-up with Chevy. 
The Camaro was far ahead in 
corner-carving technology and 
will easily pull away from the 
Mustang. Chevy is clearly 
shooting for a different market 
now and is more concerned with  
 

lap times than comfort. What 
sets the Mustang apart is that it 
isn’t trying to be what it isn’t.  
 The GT name stands for 
grand touring, and that is exact-
ly what Ford is giving us. While 
the GT is no slouch with its 
potent and magnificent sound-
ing 5.0L V8, it absolutely crush-
es the Camaro in interior quality 
and comfort levels.  
  It was simply designed to go 
fast and be incredibly happy to 
do so. This Mustang can be loud 
when desired and dead silent 
when not, unlike the always 
shouty Camaro.  

By Grant Heinig 

 

TEST 
DRIVE 

2016 mustang GT 
Specifications 

 
POWER                                 435 hp 
 
TORQUE                          400 lb.-ft. 
 
0-60                                4.5 seconds 
 
ENGINE                              5.0L V8 
 
TRANS                    6-speed manual 
 
MPG                     21 mpg combined   
 
CURB WEIGHT               3,705 lbs. 
 
PRICE AS TESTED            $28,394 

Riverfield student reactions 
By Alex Milton 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 In the afternoon of Feb. 14, 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Florida experienced 
a deadly mass shooting at the 
hands of a former student, re-
sulting in 17 deaths and numer-
ous injuries, according to CNN.  
 Law enforcement told the 
Associated Press that the 19 
year old gunman used a semi-
automatic, AR-15 style rifle that 
he had bought legally the year 
before.  
 Before the shooting, multi-
ple tips were sent to the FBI 
warning of the possible threat 
that he served to the community. 

These threats reportedly became 
much greater after his mother 
passed away earlier this year.  
 Since the attack, there has 
been a serious discussion across 
the U.S. over the various factors 
that drove the teenager to attack 
his former school and what can 
be done to prevent tragedies like 
this incident.  
 To better understand varying 
viewpoints of high school stu-
dents, I asked Riverfield stu-
dents what they think should be 
done to prevent future school 
shootings.  
 Charlie Heldebrandt argues 
that “we need to raise the mini-
mum age to purchase a firearm 
to 21 with the exception of bolt 

action hunting rifles.” 
 Drew Dozier said, “We need 
to have more restrictions on 
assault-style rifles. We need 
mandatory secure background 
checks. Just don’t let people 
with mental issues buy guns.” 
 Grant Heinig believes that 
“We need better mental health 
programs.”  
 With attacks on high-
schools currently being in the 
minds of Americans, it is im-
portant to consider the view-
points of high school students.  
 While students have varying 
beliefs about what must be 
done, most agree there need to 
be changes to protect the future 
for all of us. 

Anniversary of first U.S. satellite 
By Kip Derryberry 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 On Jan. 31, the United 
States celebrated the 60th an-
niversary of the launch of its 
satellite Explorer I into the 
orbit of the Earth. The launch 
is significant not only to the 
advancement of space explora-
tion, but to the development of 
American technology and sci-
ence as a whole. 
 The satellite was launched 
in 1958, during the birth of the 
“Space Race” between the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union. 
The Soviets had sent their sat-
ellite, Sputnik 1, into space 
during early October 1957, 

just three months earlier. The 
development and planning for 
Explorer 1 was carried out pri-
marily in those three months as a 
statement of the U.S.’s own 
technological prowess. 
 For the U.S. government, 
Explorer 1 was a stool to get on 
equal footing with the Soviet 
Union in terms of technology. 
Both nations were tense about 
scientific development because 
of its power to distribute and 
launch nuclear weapons. 
 However, for NASA, Ex-
plorer 1 was the birth of hands-
on observation of interplanetary 
matter. 
 For example, Explorer 1 was 
installed with a cosmic ray de-

tector that observed fragments 
of atoms as they traveled from 
space into the Earth’s atmos-
phere. The number of rays 
detected was much lower than 
expected, and scientists rea-
soned this was because of in-
terference with the Earth’s 
magnetic field. Scientists were 
able to pinpoint this issue and 
use different methods in the 
development of later satellites 
to collect more results. 
 Explorer 1 set in stone the 
nature of scientific process. In 
the face of error, different 
methods may be necessary to 
overcome problems and find 
the best result in any given 
situation. 

Nellie bly, an early-day  
investigative journalist  
 In 1887, a woman marched 
into the office of the New 
York World’s editor looking 
for employment. After the edi-
tor challenged her to write a 
piece on a local mental hospi-
tal, she had herself declared 
mentally ill and spent 10 days 
in the hospital as a patient.  
 This woman was Elizabeth 
Jane Cochrane, known by her 
pen name, Nellie Bly.   
 For much of her early life, 
Nellie helped her mother run a 
boarding house. Her career in 
journalism took off when she 
wrote a letter to the editor of 
the Pittsburgh Dispatch about 
sexism in the paper. The editor 
not only published her piece 
but offered her a job as a col-
umnist.  
 After being quarantined to 
the “women’s” section of the 
paper, Nellie moved to New 
York City to search for em-
ployment, leading to her expo-
sé on the mental hospital. Her 
experience was published and 
ultimately sparked a thorough 
investigation of the institution.  
 Throughout her career, 

Nellie reported undercover, 
posing as workers in sweat-
shops and factories to unmask 
harsh working conditions, 
especially for women. She 
uncovered government corrup-
tion and interviewed many 
well-known figures, such as 
Susan B. Anthony. Nellie also 
gained recognition for her 72-
day trip around the world, a 
record at the time.  
 Although she retired after 
marrying, Nellie eventually 
wrote again, covering the first 
World War and issues impact-
ing women.  
 Nellie died of pneumonia 
in 1922 at the age of 57. She 
was a woman who made a 
habit of speaking up for those 
whose voices couldn’t be 
heard.  

By Alexis Lipe 
 

 

wonder 
women 

THE 

 Driver interface was a huge 
factor in designing the interior 

of the Mustang. The new 
SYNC 3 infotainment system is 
ergonomically placed and easy 
to use. The materials are quali-
ty, and the aluminum trim is 
gorgeous in contrast with the 
supple black leather.  

 While it lacks the raw per-
formance and harshness of the 
Camaro, the Mustang envelops 
the attitude of a grand tourer 
while delivering a capable and 
quality package for a reasona-
ble price.   

CONGRATULATIONS to all those recognized 
at this year’s Academic Honors Banquet  

on Wednesday night. Great job! 


