
Students enjoyed  
volleyball during 
the fall retreat ... 
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plies to students make me even more excited for what is to 
come.” 
 Mrs. Nicha Henry is now teaching 9th grade English.  
 Mr. David Kay is teaching U.S. History as well as the De-
sign elective. He is also coaching Cross Country.  
 Ms. Ivy Graham is the new Biology and Chemistry teacher.  
 Ms. Liz Hunt is now directing the Drama elective along 
with Service classes.   
 Mr. Jeffrey Murry is taking over Film classes this year. 
 Ms. Giovanna Castro is the new Spanish teacher.  
 Each of these faculty members is extremely qualified and 
enthusiastic about their new position. Dr. Edwards has been a 
college professor. Mr. Kay is hoping to bring back Soccer, a 
sport that has struggled at Riverfield for a few years from a 
lack of players. 
 The Upper School community is extremely excited to see 
what these new teachers bring to the table.  

By Logan Payne 
NEWS EDITOR 

 

T 
here have been some new additions to the River-
field Upper School’s teaching staff this year. 
Former faculty members Ric Breig, Chris Cook, 
Jeffery Donaldson, Joel Garza, Katie Hader, 
Andi Moore, and Isaiah Weaver have all moved 

on to new challenges elsewhere. They will each be missed.  
 However, they have been replaced by a great group of new 
teachers who are fitting into the community very well.  
 Dr. Jen Edwards is just one of these excellent additions to 
the Riverfield faculty. She is teaching 12th grade English.  
 Senior Sydney Sowell, who is Student Council president 
this years, had this to say about Dr. Edwards. “Her fresh per-
spectives bring a new dimension to the classroom, and her 
passion for English and the history behind the pieces she sup-

Ms. Hunt helps her Drama students select costumes for their upcoming production of “Clue” on Oct. 12.                            PHOTO BY JACK JONES 

 

New teachers join u.s. staff 

By Logan Payne 
NEWS EDITOR 

 
 Donald Trump, his lawyer, 
and his campaign chairman 
have been under fire lately. 
Trump’s campaign chairman, 
Paul Manafort, and his personal 
lawyer, Michael Cohen, have 
been found guilty of multiple 
crimes in the past two weeks.  
 Manafort was convicted of 
tax evasion and bank fraud in 

the state of Virginia.  
 In New York, Michael Co-
hen, the president’s lawyer and 
longtime friend, pleaded guilty 
to tax evasion, falsifying sub-
missions to a bank, and cam-
paign finance violations, ac-
cording to National Public Ra-
dio.  
 This should worry Trump 
immensely, considering these 
could lead to his possible im-
peachment as president.  

 Cohen not only pleaded 
guilty to multiple felonies, but 
he also admitted under oath to 
paying women off during the 
campaign so they would keep 
quiet about affairs they’d had 
with Trump.  
 Though impeachment might 
be seriously considered by 
some, it is far less likely that 
Trump would be indicted. Ac-
cording to CNN, it is very hard 
to indict someone already serv-

Manafort and Cohen both found guilty 

THE COMMONS 
Published biweekly by and for the Upper School students of Riverfield Country Day School in Tulsa, OK APRIL 3, 2015 Published biweekly by and for the Upper School students of Riverfield Country Day School in Tulsa, OK SEPTEMBER 14, 2018 

 

ing as president, and in Cohen’s 
plea deal, he didn’t actually 
mention Donald Trump’s name. 
 There is much left to be an-
swered about what is going to 
happen to Manafort, Cohen and 
Trump. Undoubtedly this will 
spur an extremely thorough 
investigation into Trump’s cam-
paign. If he did have any help 
from the Russians to turn votes 
in his favor, it could possibly be 
found.  

 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF ................. Brenden Paul 

NEWS EDITOR ........................ Logan Payne 

SPORTS EDITORS .................. Brady Heinig, Jon Morley 

OPINIONS EDITOR ................ Shashwat Singh 

A&E EDITOR ........................... Will Dozier 

REVIEWS EDITORS ............... Jack Bluhm, Andrew Jordan 

FEATURES EDITOR .............. Mason Malloy 

FALL 2018 STAFF                                              
VOLUME XIII ISSUE 1 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2018 

DESIGN EDITORS................... Jake O’Shaughnessy

 .................................................... Quinten Nokes 

PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR ..... Jack Jones 

COLUMNISTS .......................... Ava Fritts, Noah Hall, 

 .................................................... Elise Wagoner 
Online: riverfield.org/community/student-newspapers.cfm 

THE COMMONS      is published biweekly dur-
ing the school year by the Upper School Newspaper elective class 
at Riverfield Country Day School, 2433 W. 61st Street, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74132. The staff reserves the right to edit any article or 

letter submitted for publication. Send all 
submissions to the Editor-in-Chief at 
brpaul@riverfield.org. All opinions 
expressed are those of the individual writ-
ers and do not reflect positions of the staff,  

adviser, or school administration.  
 

By Jon Morley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 It’s only September, but 
Riverfield Basketball is starting 
soon.  
 The Varsity Boys team had 
a very good season last year and 
captured the Cherokee Confer-
ence title once again. This 
year’s team is looking to build 
on last year’s successes and try 
to win State. 
 Brady Heinig, a senior this 
year, said he thinks the Varsity 
Boys will do very well. That 
could be true since they have a 
lot of new players this year.  
 Quinten Nokes, now a soph-
omore, said he thinks the team 
will be pretty good. They look 
like they could have a great 
season and hopefully win con-
ference again.   
 Logan Payne is a senior this 
year. He says, “We have a solid 
team” with some players from 
last year’s team returning.   
 Jack Bluhm is a sophomore 
and was on the Varsity team last 
year. He also thinks the team 
will do well. Hopefully he will 
be right, and they are looking 
good so far.  
  The Ravens’ Varsity Boys 
team should be a strong one this 
with so many returning players 
and new talent that has just 
joined. Best of luck to Coach 
Bogle and all the players.  
 Go Ravens!   

Basketball 
players see 
success for 
the team  

Accord-

ing to 

Coach  

Bogle, 

both the 

Varsity 

Boys and 

Varsity 

Girls 

teams 

have  

already 

started working out in the 

Blue Gym after school 

most days. Regular prac-

tices will begin on Oct. 2. 
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TO PLAY KABADDI, NO EQUIPMENT IS NEEDED  
 This new column will be 
about odd sports all over the 
world, sports that most people 
haven’t heard of. These sports  
are often very different and cre-
ative.  
 Kabaddi is a sport that is 
played in India (where there is a 

league) and some surrounding 
and South Asian countries in-
cluding Pakistan and Iran. It is 
the national sport of Bangla-
desh.  
 The object of the game is 
cross a line and tag as many 
people on the other team as pos-
sible. The opposing team is sup-
posed to tackle the person who 
crossed the line. If they do not 
succeed, the other team gets 
points based on how many peo-
ple they tagged.  
 The team has four “defen-
ders” and three “raiders.” For a 

NHL preseason is coming  
By Jon Morley 

SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 The NHL season is knock-
ing on our door. As Major 
League Baseball is nearing its 
postseason, hockey players are 
taking the ice again and begin-
ning to prepare for another 
season.  
 Most teams are looking to 
improve from last season to 
try to make the playoffs again 
and bring home the coveted 
Stanley Cup to their city. 
 Some of those teams defi-
nitely have a better chance 
than others, and one team that 
can and hopefully will make a 
statement this year is the Chi-
cago Blackhawks. The Black-
hawks finished last year with a 

record of 33-39, the worst rec-
ord in their division and quite 
disappointing following their 
past years of success that includ-
ed a title.  
 Another team to watch out 
for in the 2018-2019 season is 
the Arizona Coyotes. The Coy-
otes finished with one of the 
worst records in the NHL last 
year, 29-41. But because of 
some great moves this offsea-
son, it seems that their future 
ahead is bright.  
 Next, the Buffalo Sabres, 
who had a forgetful season last 
year with a record of 25-45 
(THE worst record in the NHL), 
can only get better. Their front 
office has rebuilt the team from 
last year and has made signifi-
cant progress in fixing those 

holes that cost them many 
games last year. Despite last 
year’s embarrassing season, 
the Sabres could be in the 
playoff picture next year.  
 The teams that look like for
-sure locks to make the 
playoffs this year are the Gold-
en Knights out of Las Vegas, 
the Saint Louis Blues, and the 
Nashville Predators.  
 The great thing about the 
NHL is that each season is a 
toss up. No one would have 
predicted that the new expan-
sion team, the Las Vegas Gold-
en Knights, would have made 
it to the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
  
(Note: Thanks to our former 
Editor-in-Chief James Morley 
for editing my first article.)  

 

Briggs and pope lead runners 

Dylan’s and Abigail’s great attitudes help make them good leaders. 
PHOTOS BY QUINTEN NOKES 

 The Cross Country team has 
strung together a couple of great 
seasons, and it doesn’t look like 
that success is going to end this 
year. New head coach Mr. Kay 
has done a great job preparing 
the squad for the upcoming 
year. The program has a solid 
foundation in leaders Dylan 
Briggs and Abigail Pope.  
 Dylan Briggs — Dylan is a 
senior this year, and he is using 
his experience to help lead the 
younger members of the Cross 
Country squad. His times have 
increased every year that he has 
run, displaying his work ethic 
and willingness to get better. 
When asked what he wants to 
see this year in himself, he 
simply said, “I just want to 
qualify for the state meet as a 
team.” This unselfish mindset is 
a value instilled in this program, 
and Dylan has done a great job 
representing this team. Way to 
go, Dylan! 
 Abigail Pope — Abigail is 
only a sophomore, but she has 
shown the ability to compete 

with anybody. She wasn’t able 
to run a lot this summer due to 
injury, but her desire to win and 
work hard has helped her make 

her way back to being healthy 
for the season. Abigail said she 
is excited to run with her new 
teammates, and she is also ready 
for the opportunity to run for 
Coach Kay. She will definitely 
be someone her competition has 
to look out for. Nice job, Abi-
gail! 
 Be sure to show some sup-
port for your Ravens as they run 
in multiple meets across Okla-
homa this season! 

point, a raider needs to pass a 
line known as the “bob line” in 
the defense’s area. If the de-
fense doesn’t tackle him, it is  
+2 points for the raiders. While 
they are trying to tag him, they 
have to yell “Kabaddi.” If they 
don’t, the point doesn’t count.  
 A team has a 12- or 13-man 
roster, but only seven players 
play at a time. The league has 
10-14 teams. 
 The court has dimensions of 
10 by 13 meters (for men) or 8 
by 12 meters (for women.) Most  
games are played in an arena 
called the Kabaddi Court. There 
are 20-minute halves, and the 
teams take turns for every raid. 
 Kabaddi was a demonstra-
tion sport in the 1936 Olympics. 
The games are mostly spoken in 
Arabic, and only about 10% of 
the time does it have English 
commentary.  

 The White House’s night-
mare began on Tuesday, Aug. 
21 with Paul Manafort’s convic-
tion and Michael Cohen’s guilty 
plea announced within minutes 
of each other.  
 The ramifications will not 
be clear until the Mueller inves-
tigation concludes, but Presi-
dent Donald Trump is walking a 
fine line.  
 Multiple congressional 
Democrats have called for im-
peachment, and recent testimo-
nies by Trump’s trusted associ-
ates add fuel to the fire. These 
considerations lead to an im-
portant inquiry: Should Donald 
Trump be removed from office? 
 Two key factors help deter-
mine the expediency of prose-
cution against a sitting presi-
dent: the legal and constitution-
al basis, and possible conse-
quences including political out-
comes.  
 Taking both considerations 
into account, President Trump 
should not be impeached. 
 Plea deals or immunity ex-
tended to people with extensive 
knowledge of Trump’s finances 
have harmed the president. Me-
dia agency Quartz reported 
Trump Organization CFO Allen 
Weisselberg’s testimony could 
do the most damage.  
 Despite the political fallout, 
the status quo is preferable to 
Trump’s impeachment.  
 Tobin Anderson, a River-

field sophomore, prefers Trump 
to Vice-President Mike Pence. 
“While he is … doing real harm 
to our foreign policy interests 
… our vice president is far 
worse. His … political views …
are just as bad as Trump’s, and 
Pence … knows how to get leg-
islation passed,” Anderson says.  
 A recent New York Times 
article mentioned lack of in-
criminating evidence against the 
president, alluding to feasibility 
difficulties.  
 Most importantly, impeach-
ment talks hurt Democrats’ 
chances for this year’s midterm 
elections by mobilizing GOP 
constituents against Democratic 
nominees, according to the 
Washington Post.  
 Therefore, although im-
peachment may seem imminent 
and necessary, proponents of 
this measure should consider 
the ramifications and feasibility 
of such an action. Impeaching a 
president for partisan purposes 
does not uphold Constitutional 
values, it actively degrades 
them. 

Is impeachment really 
such a good idea? 

Kabaddi is definitely a contact 

sport.         PHOTO: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS  
(PUBLIC DOMAIN)  

By Andrew Jordan 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Over the past couple of 
months, President Trump has 
thrown new tariffs at multiple 
countries that we trade with, 
and many media sources say 
he has sparked a “trade war.” 
But what does trade war really 
mean?  
 Tariffs are taxes on prod-
ucts that come in from other 
countries. The president and 
many other people in America 
see a trade war as a way to 
show that America is not to be 
messed with.  
 However, this trade war is 
mostly hurting American 
workers. There have been mul-
tiple cases of these new tariffs 
hurting workers here by rais-
ing prices on the things they 
sell, then making their compa-

ny lose money and have to lay 
off workers.  
 Even with this infor-
mation, the president is start-
ing to ramp things back up, 
with $200 billion on the eco-
nomic juggernaut China by 
early September.  
 The U.S. has also put new 
tariffs on some of their closest 
allies such as Canada, one of 
our biggest trading partners 
not to mention a member of 
NATO, and Mexico, another 
of our biggest trading part-
ners.  
 Over all, these tariffs have 
not only hurt relations with 
some of our most important 
allies. They are also hurting 
the workers that make the 
products that we sell.  
 This entire thing could 
harm our economy, and our 
country as a whole. 

Trump’s trade war 
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MUSIC REVIEW: 

Travis Scott’s  
‘Astroworld’  

By Quinten Nokes 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 “Astroworld” is an album 
made by Travis Scott that was 
hyped up for quite some time. 
This album features other artists 
such as Frank Ocean, Drake and 
Swae Lee. It is hip hop with 
elements of trap and psychedel-
ic music.  
 The album was released on 
Aug. 3. It was expected to do 
well, but from my point of view, 
the album isn’t that great. In 
fact, I’d say it’s my least favor-
ite of Scott’s albums or even 
singles.  
 Current ratings say 95% 
have liked this album, which 
puzzles me. The reactions of 
people around me have been 
very critical.  
 The songlist includes the 
following tracks: “Stargazing,” 

“Carousel,” “Sicko Mode,” 
“R.I.P. Screw,” “Stop Trying to 
Be God,” “No Bystanders,” 
“Skeletons,” “Wake Up,” “5% 
Tint,” “NC-17,” “Astro-
Thunder,” “Yosemite,” “Can’t 
Say,” “Who? What!,” “Butterfly 
Effect,” “Houstonfornication,” 
and “Coffee Bean.” 
 This album is lacking what 
everyone loves about Travis 
Scott. It contains a couple of 
good songs such as “Sicko 
Mode” and “Stargazing.” But 
although it did well in the rat-
ings category, for me this album 
was disappointing and could 
have been better.  
 But there is always going to 
be another one. I give “Astro-
world” 2 out of 5 ravens.  
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 “A Hat in Time” stars Hat 
Kid as she runs, jumps, and 
dives through a variety of 
marvelous and intricately-
designed worlds that both cas-
ual and experienced players 
can enjoy.  
 Released last October, the 
gameplay mostly follows that 
of previous titles in the genre 
such as “Mario 64,” “Banjo 
Kazooie” and other 3D plat-
formers with little innovation. 
 However, “A Hat in Time” 
really doesn’t need any inno-
vation to its gameplay as the 
controls and movement all 
flow together incredibly 
smoothly, allowing for many 
movement options.  
 The game uses a very car-
toon-y aesthetic for its worlds 
and animations. It all blends 
together quite nicely as you 
travel from a town full of ma-
fioso to a dark and ambient 
forest. It all feels natural and 
fitting. The design of Hat Kid 
herself, simply put, is adora-
ble.  
 So, what’s the goal of the 
game?  
 There are collectibles 
called Time Pieces, and most 
are achieved through a mis-

sion such as getting a star in 
“Mario 64.”  
 But there are more ways 
than just the missions. There 
are also time rifts, which come 
in blue and purple variants, 
which will take you to a dream 
world. You may go on to re-
volving platforming challenges 
(blue) or a world based on the 
chapter its found in (purple).  
 “A Hat in Time,” made by 
Gears for Breakfast, is a prime 
example of when a Kickstarter 
idea goes right. I would highly 
encourage any fan of the col-
lect-a-thon/3D platformer 
(new and old genres) to pick 
up this title.  
 I give it 4.5 out of 5 ra-
vens.  
 Rated E 10+.  

Hat Kid is the star of this platform action-adventure game. 
SCREENSHOT BY NOAH HALL 

‘A hat in time’ delights 

Tally’s has two locations in Tulsa. One is at 11th and Yale, and this one is 

located at 61st and Sheridan.                                         PHOTO BY BRADY HEINIG 

TALLY’S has homemade appeal  
 I had the opportunity to eat 
at Tally’s Good Food Café re-
cently, and I was pleasantly 
surprised. The restaurant resem-
bles an old ’60s diner, but it 
manages to maintain somewhat 
of a modern vibe.  
 There are a few locations 
around Tulsa, so people all over 
the city can try Tally’s food at 
the most convenient location.  
 The seating arrangement 
was very organized, with a 
shaded outdoor portion that 

allowed customers to enjoy their 
meal in the fresh air. Even 
though the views were not the 
best at the location we chose – 
overlooking a busy intersection 
– it still brought that 1960s at-
mosphere into an outdoor space.  
 The food was pretty good. I 
opted for the French Toast while 
other members of my party tried 
an array of breakfast items rang-
ing from Eggs Benedict to old-
fashioned Pancakes. All the 
food tasted very fresh, and it had 

a homemade feel to it that a lot 
of breakfast restaurants cannot 
duplicate.  
 The customer service was 
terrific. This was what really set 
the restaurant apart to me. The 
waiter talked to the people at 
our table, and he was personable 
and funny. The staff frequently 
checked to see if our party was 
happy.  
 Service can make or break a 
restaurant, regardless of how 
good the food is. Tally’s most 
definitely checks the box for 
good service. 
 Overall, my experience at 
Tally’s Good Food Café was a 
pleasant one. I give it 4 ravens 
out of 5. 

By Will Dozier 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

 
 Very few albums become 
essentials in their genre upon 
release. But “Compro” by Skee 
Mask became an essential 
breakbeat record as soon as it 
was released in May this year. 
 The album starts with an 
ambient drone piece titled 
“Cerroverb.” This song sets the 
scene for the album, introducing 
the icy and frigid atmosphere of 
the work. The songs that follow 
are dance heavy, and they have 
repetitive, beat-driven sound-
scapes. 
 “Session Add” jumps into 
the rest of the album, which is 
far more beat-heavy than the 

first song. With this song, Skee 
Mask manages to create a space 
of peace in a track that is in-
fused with an infectious beat 
that makes you want to dance.   
 The rest of the album 
scratches that same itch and is 
very similar to the techno ambi-
ance of Aphex Twin’s critically 
acclaimed ambient works, but 
for the modern scene. 
 One highlight from the al-
bum is “Soundboy Ext.” This is 
the most energetic song on the 
album because of its very fast, 
esoteric beat. This song will get 
you hyped. 
 After a few songs, the tim-
bre and aesthetic this album is 
going for becomes evident. The 
songs feel very cold and distant, 

MUSIC REVIEW:  

Skee Mask’s ‘Compro’ 
only warmed by the fuzzy ana-
log tape sound in the backdrop. 
 Overall, this album is very 
easy-listening, but the attention 
to detail, timbre, and aesthetic is 
dealt with to near-perfection.  
 It’s not an album that de-
mands the listener’s attention, 
but when it is given attention, 
the listener will be perplexed by 
the complex beats and sound-
scapes. 
 If you are into IDM, drone, 
ambient, or breakbeat, this al-
bum should not be missed. 
 I give this album 4 ravens 
out of 5. 

By Andrew Jordan 
REVIEWS EDITOR 

 
 Football is one of Ameri-
ca’s most favorite pastimes, 
and NFL games are some of 
the most watched sports in the 
entire world. Electronic Arts 
has rightly capitalized on the 
popularity of the sport with 
their mobile game, “Madden 
NFL Overdrive.”  
 An updated version was 
released on Aug. 15.  
 There are a few things that 
vastly differ from the previous 
version, one of which is sea-
son mode. In that mode, you 
could play a full season as 
your favorite team and try and 
win the Super Bowl. It was 

one of my favorite parts of the 
game, but it has been removed 
in the new version.  
 Another thing they have 
removed is stamina, the thing 
that kept you from repeating the 
live event over and over again 
to collect resources. Now play-
ers can abuse the system to get 
more items.  
 They have also removed 
sets. This was a way that you 
could use items you gained in 
the game to get better and better 
players for your team. Now, 
however, they have removed 
that feature entirely, not even 
replacing it with buying packs 
in a store.  
 The servers the game runs 
on are also a huge downside of 

MOBILE GAME REVIEW: ‘Madden Overdrive’ 
the game now. Often in the 
middle of an event, you get 
disconnected. This is not a rare 
occurrence, it is a main part of 
the game now. 
 “Overdrive” has also be-
come a huge pay-to-win game 
with many good players that 
can be bought with real life 
money. In the end, this game 
has taken a big step back from 
what it was two or even one 
year ago.  
 All in all, I would give 
“Madden NFL Overdrive” 
only 1.5 ravens out of 5. 

 

GAME 
Night 

By Noah Hall 
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COMING UP IN OUR NEXT ISSUE: interviews with coaches kay 
and skoog, ‘the chase experiment’ returns, and more …  

 

By Brady Heinig 

A TASTE 
OF TULSA 
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Is the cd dying? 

given its current status and 
location.  
 Jeff Gordon, the owner of 
Gordon Advertising and by 
extension the billboard, claims 
that it will help stimulate the 
economy by increasing in-
come for the nearby strip mall 
and stores.  
 He also knows that every-
one is upset but says that eve-
ryone will accept it in time. 
 In response to one of the 
biggest complaints about the 
board, that the light produced 
by the sign violates city code, 
he responded that he is follow-
ing city code even though he 
doesn’t have to. 
 When Wacky World asked 
Rachel Hollis, a junior at 
Riverfield, she responded in 
these words. “This argument 
can go either way because 
both sides have valid points, 
but people are uncomfortable 
in their homes, which needs to 
be addressed. The homeown-
ers have a very valid argument 
if it is affecting their life. The 
companies should take that 
into better consideration.” 

Elective classes EXCEL 
By Brenden Paul 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 In the Upper School, stu-
dents have their choice of three 
electives per semester. In years 
past, the school changed up the 
elective offerings each year by 
replacing less popular classes 
with new electives.  
 But this year is different. 
There are no new electives this 
year. But we do have a few new 
elective teachers. Ms. Liz Hunt 
is now teaching Drama, Mr. 
Jeffrey Murry is teaching Film, 
and Mr. David Kay is teaching 
Design.  
 There are some very inter-
esting electives that deserve 
mention. These are just three of 
Riverfield’s outstanding elec-

tives. While other schools also 
offer these three classes, River-
field’s have become very pres-
tigious. 
 Speech & Debate is 
coached by Mr. Wright. The 
Speech & Debate team has won 
two consecutive Oklahoma 3A 
state championships, and it has 
the talent back to go for a three-
peat. Students usually meet dur-
ing elective time and also prac-
tice some before and after 
school.  
 Of course, Newspaper is one 
of the best electives at River-
field. We at The Commons are 
coming off a Sweepstakes win 
for our publication, which is the 
equivalent of a state champion-
ship. Mrs. Dickey has done a 
great job overseeing the news-
paper, and we are trying for 
back-to-back Sweepstakes wins.  
 Finally, there is Art. This 
elective is led by Mr. de Verges. 
Mr. D has done a great job with 
this elective, helping students 
make great artwork that is dis-
played at the ISAS Arts Festival 
each year. The Art classes also 
create fabulous works that are 
displayed throughout the high 
school building all year long. 
 Although we have no new 
choices this year, we do have an 
impressive list of electives from 
which to choose. 

By Mason Malloy 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 2017-2018 was a fantastic 
year for movies. Disney’s 
“Beauty and the Beast” made 
$1.26 billion at the box office. 
Many Marvel movies com-
manded the box office such as 
“Spider-Man: Homecoming,” 
“Avengers: Infinity War,” and 
“Thor: Ragnarok.” It might 
have been one of the best 
years for movies as a whole. 
 This year there are many 
new movies that have been 
announced and teased in the 
past few weeks.  
 Starting off, the new action 
movie “The Predator” will be 
officially released today. This 
film will take place in a new 
setting with the aliens being 
much stronger and smarter 
than we have seen in past 
movies.  
 Next, “Smallfoot,” a fami-
ly movie about the perspective 
of yetis who are afraid of hu-
mans will be released in two 
weeks on Sept. 28.  

 Next, a highly anticipated 
film ever since its announce-
ment, Marvel’s “Venom” will 
be released on Oct. 5. It takes on 
the story of Eddie Brock, who 
gains powers from being a host 
with an alien and becomes the 
famous villain to Spider-Man.  
 “First Man” takes on the 
story of the first mission to the 
Moon with Ryan Gosling play-
ing Neil Armstrong. It will be in 
theaters starting Oct. 12. 
 Now, on to the movies that 
have been announced for 2019.   
 “The Lego Movie 2: The 
Second Part” will be released on 
Feb. 8 and will star Chris Pratt. 
 DreamWorks Animation’s 
“How to Train Your Dragon: 
The Hidden World,” the last of 
the series, will be in theaters on 
March 1. 
 Marvel’s “Captain Marvel” 
will star Brie Larson as the hero. 
It will be released on March 8. 
 Disney will release the Tim 
Burton-directed remake of 
“Dumbo” on March 29. 
 DC’s “Shazam!” will be 
released on April 5.  

 Marvel Studios will also 
be bringing you “Avengers 
4” (still untitled as of this 
writing) on May 3 and “Spider
-Man: Far From Home” on 
July 5. 
 Disney Pixar will release 
“Toy Story 4” on June 21.  
 If you are looking for a 
serious horror movie in 2019, 
wait for “It: Chapter Two” to 
be released on Sept. 6, 2019. 
 DC will release “Wonder 
Woman 1984” on Nov. 1, 
2019, and Arnold Schwarze-
negger will be back for 
“Terminator 6” on Nov. 22.   
 Disney’s next for-sure 
blockbuster, tentatively titled 
“Frozen 2,” will debut in thea-
ters on Nov. 27, 2019. 
 Last but not least, George 
Lucas directs the final battle 
of the Empire and the Rebels 
in “Star Wars: Episode IX,” to 
be released on Dec. 20, 2019.  
 These are just a few of the 
many movies coming soon. 
We have some time to wait, so 
sit back and relax and antici-
pate these great films.  

New movies are coming out 

The new billboard dwarfs the 

neighboring houses. 
PHOTO BY PATRICIA DICKEY 

EXTRA! EXTRA!  

Neighborhood  
billboard moves in 
 Imagine waking up, going 
into your backyard, then turn-
ing around to find a 60-
something-foot billboard in a 
neighboring yard. 
 For those who live in one 
neighborhood near 41st and 
Yale, this imagination is a 
reality. The LED sign looks 
like one that would be seen on 
a major highway.  
 The lot where the sign was 
recently installed is right next 
to an entrance to the neighbor-
hood. The person who owns 
this lot has declared it Indian 
land. This has caused a debate 
about the validity of the land’s 
properties as well as whether a 
gargantuan sign is allowed on 
Native American property 

Is it time to get rid of your CDs? 
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wants. Vinyl holds a more 
exclusive role because vinyl 
engravings are generally inac-
cessible to most people. 
 While the times are chang-
ing, and CDs may fade into 
history while vinyl increases, 
streaming continues to pose a 
threat to the survival of many 
artists and musicians. A digital 
album sale, vinyl album, or 
CD is worth so much more 
than one album stream. Do not 
forget to support the artist! 

By Will Dozier 
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 The tables have turned. 
 According to market mo-
gul, CD sales in the early-to-
mid 2000s averaged about 
700,000,000 to 900,000,000 a 
year. However, this has 
changed. 
 According to Fortune, Best 
Buy made an announcement 
on their website about the de-
cline of CDs. They announced 
they are going to cut the num-
ber of CDs at all stores signifi-
cantly. However, they will 
continue selling their vinyl at a 
normal rate. 
 According to market mo-
gul, CD sales last year reached 
their lowest point in 30 years. 
This is because people who 
want the convenience of the 
CD format or digital now have 
an easier and more affordable 
option, including streaming 
from Spotify, Apple music, 

Tidal, YouTube, and many oth-
er sources. 
 With streaming, the need for 
the physical purchase of an al-
bum has declined. With this, 
digital purchases have also de-
clined. According to digital mu-
sic news, music sales have de-
clined by 27.4% because of 
streaming. These statistics have 
dwindled over the last couple of 
years, too. 
 The main marketing for pur-
chasing a physical album is no 
longer for convenience. In 2018, 
the main reasons for buying an 
album is to support the artist or 
have a complete package in-
cluding album art.   
 Because most music fans 
who still buy physical forms for 
aesthetic reasons or to support 
the artist, vinyl has become pre-
ferred for its aesthetic and more 
complete packaging, according 
to Billboard. With illegal down-
loading, it is easy to burn an 
album on a CD if someone 

Today’s the day “Predator,” an eagerly-awaited science fiction thriller, hits theaters nationwide. Rated R 
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‘RUN for RIVERFIELD’ 
is today! 


