
New artwork on 
display on second 
floor of U.S. BLDG….  

 

PHOTOS BY JAKE O’SHAUGHNESSY  

behind their scenes.  
 “It’s been amazing. I liked getting in that comfort zone of 
myself and my performance, because it’s my first play,” said 
Monserrat Zavala.  
 “I like how literal it is. It’s a new take on the metaphors 
people use for love,” said Lily Baugher.  
 Everyone is invited to come see the show and uncover the 
meanings behind the scenes and what symbolizes them.  
 Tickets went on sale Monday for $15. Get your ticket at 
http://our.show/riverfieldtheatrecompany. Buy yours as soon 
as you can, because it is a small theater, and Riverfield Theatre 
Co. productions have sold out in the past. 

By Catie Doerr 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

 

O 
n Nov. 21-23 at 7 p.m., Riverfield’s Upper 
School will put on a performance at Clark 
Youth Theater. “Almost, Maine” is a show 
consisting of short, one-minute plays about 
love that takes place in a fictional town called 

Almost, Maine. The show was written by John Cariani.  
 The cast has worked very hard at their rehearsals, and they 
are ready to take the stage next week. All the cast members 
have enjoyed learning about their characters and the meaning 

Anna Tidmore and Katy Smith rehearse a scene from their upcoming production.                                                             PHOTO BY QUINTEN NOKES 

 

‘Almost, Maine’ debuts Thursday 
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By Will Dozier 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 On Friday, Nov. 22, River-
field students, faculty, family, 
and friends will come together 
at the Riverfield campus for 
Visiting Day, an annual tradi-
tion consisting of classroom 
visits, student-led demonstra-
tions, a book fair, and many 
other events.  
 According to Emily Walton, 
the school’s Director of Com-
munications, the day will begin 
with classroom visits and the 
book fair. At 10 a.m., the draw-
ing for the annual $10,000 raffle 
will be held. Shortly after, at 
10:30, performances, art exhibi-
tions, and student demonstra-
tions will showcase student tal-
ents. 
 Visiting Day is very signifi-
cant for the Riverfield Rocks 
program. The first performances 
of the school year for the stu-
dent bands will be held that day.  
 According to Paul Knight, 
Riverfield Rocks director, “One 
middle school band and three 
high school bands will be play-
ing at Visiting Day.”  
 Additionally, the campus 
will be covered with art, show-
casing the hard work put in by 
students in the Art electives.  
 Middle and Upper School 
Art teacher Greg de Verges says 
“the exhibits will be divided 
between the Upper and Middle 
School buildings. Each art piece 
will have a label showing which 
student created it.” 
 Following these student-led 
events, lunch will be served in 
the Upper School cafeteria. 
 With many events all over 
campus, Visiting Day is sure to 
be one of the most exciting days 
of the year, and one not to be 
missed by students, families, 
and friends. 

Trump impeachment inquiry raises questions 
By Andrew Jordan 

NEWS EDITOR 

 

 With the presidential elec-
tion coming closer and closer, 
the current U.S. president is 
facing issues that could affect 
his chance of being reelected.  
 The entire situation started 
when an unidentified whistle-
blower alleged that President 
Trump had tried to pressure the 
Ukrainian government into in-
vestigating Joe Biden and his 
son.  
 A few days later, another 

whistleblower said there was a 
phone call between Trump and 
the Ukrainian president that 
showed that Trump had asked 
for aid in the matter.  
 Later, the White House re-
leased a non-verbatim transcript 
of the phone call that contained 
evidence of Trump asking for 
Ukraine’s aid in getting infor-
mation on presidential candidate 
Biden, Trump’s leading rival. 
 Not only did the transcript 
show that Trump had asked for 
help in the 2020 election, but it 
also mentioned the information 

they had gathered during the 
2016 election.  
 Another allegation is that the 
U.S. withheld congressionally-
approved military aid to 
Ukraine in order to convince 
them to give information.  
 A new report from CBS 
states that may be true. The cur-
rent ambassador to the E.U., 
Gordon Sondland, stated in con-
gressional testimony that “U.S. 
aid would likely not continue 
until the Ukrainians started anti-
corruption investigations against 
Biden’s son.”  

 If true, this testimony shat-
ters the president’s statements 
that he did not try to influence 
the investigation of one of his 
key rivals.  
 The White House is now 
calling for the release of the 
whistleblowers’ names, as well 
as trying to block many of its 
staff members from testifying 
when subpoenaed. And yet, 
more and more people are step-
ping forward to testify.  
 With all of these claims now 
coming to light, the rest of the 
year should be very interesting.  

Visiting Day 
scheduled 
next Friday 
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World series ends 2019 MLB season 
By Jon Morley 

SPORTS EDITOR 

 

 MLB’s postseason is over, 
and the Washington Nationals 
are the new World Series 
champions!  
 Let’s see how they got 
here. First, the Nats had to win 
the wild card game vs. the 
Milwaukee Brewers. They did, 
and moved on to play the LA 

Dodgers in the NLDS. The Na-
tionals ended up winning that 
series in Game 5 by a score of 7
-3. Then they moved on to play 
the St. Louis Cardinals.  
 They swept the Cardinals in 
a seven-game series 4-0 to move 
on to play the Houston Astros in 
the World Series. 
 And finally, the Nationals 
won the World Series 4 games 
to 3 against the Astros.  

Pretty Water stocked with trout 
By Mason Malloy 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 It is finally November, and 
that means it is time for the an-
nual stocking of Pretty Water 
Lake in Sapulpa to begin.  
 The trout season for Pretty 
Water Lake is a great place for 
anglers around the Tulsa and 
Sapulpa area to fish for rainbow 
trout and get into fly fishing. 
 There are other great places 
to fish for trout. However, this 
lake usually offers better action, 
from what I have experienced, 
because they stock it more fre-

quently.  
 The first stocking of trout 
began on Nov. 1, and the lake is 
frequently stocked twice a 
month with rainbow and Penn-
sylvania golden trout.  
 However you must have a 
Pretty Water Lake license to fish 
at this lake,  including a valid, 
non-expired Oklahoma fishing 
license.  
 From my experience, the 
best thing to use to catch the 
trout is Powerbait. Use a light 
line and wait patiently.  
 Anglers can also keep the 
trout and clean them at the lake 

as there are park benches there 
where they can sit down. An-
glers can also bring small grills 
to cook the trout they catch.  
 However the limit of trout 
for this lake is five per day per 
person (rainbow and golden.) 
 My recommendation to peo-
ple who want to fish at this lake 
is to go during  the months of 
January and February. I find the 
action is much better then, how-
ever it is much colder. So if you 
are an avid angler and are inter-
ested in fishing for trout in the 
Sapulpa area, give Pretty Water 
Lake a try. 

 

RCDS cross country Wrap-up 

The 2019 RCDS Upper School Cross Country runners thank everyone 

for their support.                                                          PHOTO BY ANDREA SHAW 

By Jon Morley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 The Cross Country season 
is over now. Both the Upper 
School Girls and Upper 
School Boys teams qualified 
for State this year. 
 This was the first time in 
school history that the Upper 
School Girls team went to 
State. The team finished 21st, 
and Abigail Pope was their top 
finisher. Hopefully this suc-
cess can continue in future 
years. 
   It was the second straight 
season the Upper School Boys 
team qualified for State, where 
they finished 15th. Caden Kes-
selring was the Boys’ top fin-
isher, coming in 16th out of 
163 runners. That was quite an 
accomplishment! 
 Caden said, “It was re-
markable to be a part of the 
first season in Riverfield histo-
ry when both the Girls’ and 
the Boys’ teams qualified for 
State. Seeing the success and 

excitement of both teams is 
something I will never forget.”  
 So the teams finished their 
seasons very well this year. 
They will look to continue their 
successes next year. Some of 
the same runners will likely 
continue next year, but there 
will be new team members as 
well. 
  As Coach Kay said, “Each 

year, we exceed expectations 
and continue to grow into what 
is sure to be one of the best 
Cross Country programs in the 
area.” 
 So if you see any of the 
Cross Country runners in the 
hallways, congratulate them 
on their success and a hard 
fought season to the finish.  
 GO RAVENS! 

 That officially ends the 
2019 MLB season. I hope your 
favorite team did well in their 
season.  
 Now we wait and see how 
the offseason turns out. There 
might be free agents and trades 
happening before spring train-
ing starts. You never know.   
 Baseball will be back for 
the 2020 season in just a cou-
ple of months.  

 In this column, we are tran-
sitioning from the state-
qualifying Cross Country teams 
to the conference-winning Bas-
ketball teams. Last year, both 
Basketball teams outplayed 
their opponents to raise more 
Conference Champions banners. 
Both the Varsity Girls and the 
Varsity Boys graduated their 
senior captains last spring, but 
with most players returning, 
they have a good chance to win 
conference again. 
 Miranda Cagle — One of 
the standout players from last 
season’s run to the banner, Mi-
randa was awarded Conference 
MVP by the coaches from the 
conference. The hard-working, 
sharp-shooting, play-making 
ability of hers propelled both 
the offense and defense. Her 
performance on the court was 
obviously good enough to win 
the award. She comes back this 
year with a knee injury, but she 
should be able to return to full 
fitness before the season begins. 
She should be up and running 
and playing her award-winning 
basketball. 
 Brenden Paul — One of 
the hardest-working players on 
the basketball team this year has 
to be junior Brenden Paul. He 

improves his game every year, 
learning from the past seasons. 
He comes focused and poised to 
this new season, optimistic of 
his team’s success this year. 
Brenden has been a reliable 
asset to the team for many 
years. He has proved his de-
pendability to his teammates 
and has earned himself the nick-
name “Old Reliable.” Every 
team needs a rock, a trusted 
asset they can count on when 
needed. Someone who is a lead-
er and will help the team in any 
way possible. Brenden can do 
all of these things, and he can 
perform them at a high level. 
 Congratulations to both of 
these outstanding athletes. They 
have worked hard over the sum-
mer, over the offseason. They 
both come to win, and they both 
come into the new season eager 
and excited to get back to work. 
Let’s get back to winning bas-
ketball games! 

Miranda and Brenden 
are both hard workers 

Miranda Cagle and Brenden Paul are valued for their dependability and 

leadership.                                                                  PHOTOS BY ANDREW JORDAN 

By Brenden Paul 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 During the 2019 NHL Win-
ter Classic in January, the NHL 
announced that the 2020 NHL 
All Star game will be played in 
St Louis.  
 This will be the first time the 
All Star game has been in St 
Louis since 1988. 
 The All Star game spans a 
weekend, and it will feature a 
preliminary night of skills com-
petitions which include fastest 
skater, hardest shot, most accu-
rate shot, best passer, longest 
goaltender save streak, and a 
puck control competition. Each 
competition features eight com-
petitors that are the best of the 
best in their respective catego-
ries.  
 The next night, the All Stars 
games will begin. Last year’s 
format featured four teams rep-
resenting the four NHL divi-
sions (Atlantic, Central, Pacific, 

and Metropolitan.) There will be 
two semifinal matches followed 
by a finals match between the 
two winning teams from the 
semifinal matchups.  
 Last year, the Metropolitan 
All Stars won the bracket chal-
lenge, beating the Atlantic All 
Stars 7-4 and the Central All 
Stars 10-5 in the finals.  
 The Metropolitan roster was 
loaded, even though NHL great 
Alexander Ovechkin (captain of 
the Washington Capitals) decid-
ed to rest from the game. The 
team was led by Todd Reirden, 
the coach for the Washington 
Capitals who was selected as the 
best coach from the division.  
 The All Star game will run 
from Jan. 24 to 26. NHL.com 
has also reported that rock band 
Green Day is set to perform 
during the weekend.  
 Tickets for the event are 
expensive, though. Seats in the 
upper bowl start at $300 and 
lower bowl tickets start at $600.  

NHL All Star game in STL 

Don’t miss the first home basketball game of the season Tonight! 
the ravens take on agra in the blue gym (JVB 5, VG 6:30, VB 8) …  

 Most 
Valuable 
Players 

By Jack Bluhm 
 

RCDS VARSITY BASKETBALL SCHEDULE  (NOV-DEC 2019) 
 

  Fri., Nov. 8            Glencoe             @ Glencoe            JVB 5:00pm, VG 6:30pm, VB 8:00pm 

  Fri., Nov. 15          Agra             @ RCDS               JVB 5:00pm, VG 6:30pm, VB 8:00pm 

  Mon., Nov. 25       Olive                 @ Olive                 JVB 5:00pm, VG 6:30pm, VB 8:00pm 

  M-Sat, Dec. 2-7     Wilson Tournament @Wilson       VG (TBA), VB (TBA) 

  Tues., Dec. 10        Drumright        @ Drumright         JVB 5:00pm, VG 6:30pm, VB 8:00pm 

  Fri., Dec. 13          Wesleyan Christian @RCDS (HOMECOMING) VG 6:30pm, VB 8:00pm 



 

 For this edition of “A Taste 
of Tulsa,” Jon Morley and I 
went to Burn Co’s Jenks loca-
tion over Fall Break. 
 Burn Co is one of the most 
highly rated barbecue joints in 
Oklahoma. They are famous for 
having long lines, only being 
open from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and making limited quantities 
of food per day. 
 When Jon and I went to the 
Jenks restaurant at 11 a.m., no 
one was there yet. We were the 
first ones there.  
 Jon and I both ordered a 
pulled pork sandwich with a 
side of macaroni and cheese, 
which is unique because it con-
tains bacon and pieces of Corn 
Flakes cereal. 
 I thought the mac and 
cheese was one of the best I 
have ever had, and the sand-
wich was also very flavorful. 
But if I had to pick which dish 
impressed me more, I would 
definitely say the mac and 

cheese, because it is a “hidden 
gem” of the establishment. 
 Jon also said that he thought 
the mac and cheese was very 
good, and he also had high 
praise for the pulled pork sand-
wich.  
 The only negative is that the 
menu is somewhat overpriced. 
My sandwich, mac and cheese 
and a drink was nearly $20. But 
it was very tasty and came in 
decent-sized portions.  
 Overall, I give Burn Co 4.5 
ravens out of 5. 

Good barbecue is always messy, and Burn Co is no exception. 
PHOTO BY BRENDEN PAUL 
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Burn Co is great barbecue 

Movie REVIEW:  
‘zombieland: DOUBLE TAP’ 

Netflix to remove ‘the office’ in 2021 
By Jon Morley 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 Oh no! Netflix is taking off 
all episodes of the comedy se-
ries, “The Office.”  
  According to cnbc.com, 
“NBC has decided to remove 
‘The Office’ from Netflix in 
2021 when its contract expires. 
NBC will launch a new ad-
supported streaming service in 
the first quarter of 2020. The 
service will be free for tradi-
tional pay-TV subscribers and 
about $10 per month for cord 
cutters. The deal will be exclu-
sive for five years.” 
 The perennially popular 

series, starring Steve Carell, has 
been broadcast on Netflix non-
stop since Jan. 1, 2016. It was 
the most-watched Netflix 
show in 2018, according to data 
analytics firm Jumpshot.  
 Netflix was willing to pay up 
to $90 million a year for the 
rights, but NBC topped that of-
fer and will pay $100 million.  
 “We can’t wait to welcome 
the gang from Dunder Mifflin to 
NBCUniversal’s new streaming 
service,” said Bonnie Hammer, 
Chairman of NBCUniversal 
Direct-to-Consumer and Digital 
Enterprises in a release.  
 The original series ran for 
nine seasons on NBC. Here are 

the seasons ranked according to 
quality, by thefilteredlens.com: 
 1. Season 3 (2007) 
 2. Season 2 (2006) 
 3. Season 4 (2008) 
 4. Season 5 (2009) 
 5. Season 1 (2005) 
 6. Season 7 (2011)  
 7. Season 6 (2010) 
 8. Season 9 (2013) 
 9. Season 8 (2012) 
 “The Office” has a lot of 
good actors, and the writing is 
hilarious. If you have not heard 
of or watched “The Office” be-
fore, and you’re interested now, 
go watch the series before it gets 
taken off. 2021 will be here be-
fore you know it. 

Film teacher takes poetry prize 
 Last month, Riverfield’s new Film and Broadcast-
ing teacher, Octavia McKenzie, won 3rd place in a 
national poetry contest. 
  Ms. McKenzie entered the professional adult cat-
egory of the Smithsonian Waterways Exhibit’s  
water poetry contest with the Rural Oklahoma Muse-
um of Poetry. There were 228 entries from across the 
nation.  
 The top three winners of each category read their 
poems  on Oct. 7 at the Smithsonian’s exhibit in Lo-
cust Grove, OK.  
 “I’ve written poetry since I was 11,” Ms. McKen-
zie said. “The first time I won a contest, I was in 7th 
grade. It was at a county fair in south Florida.” 
 Ms. McKenzie said she has a lot of friends who 
know she writes, and they always let her know when 
contests are coming up. She likes to pass along the 
info to her students, to encourage them to write poetry 
as well.  
 “I didn’t have a lot of confidence as a kid. But I 
was encouraged by my 6th grade teacher, who kept 
calling me ‘the writer.’ She was the kind of teacher I 
want to be. Students are never too young to write po-
etry,” she said.  

ENDLESS SEA 
 

Clouds open 

Tears fall 

Into the ocean deep 

Rain whips 

Thunder roars 

When sky and heaven weep 

Waves crash 

Sand, shells 

Power tide, turtle limps 

A gasp, wheeze, tortured sigh 

No sound 

Plastic all around 

The turtle never bothered me 

Recycle now 

Oceans plead 

Thirst, life, trash filled endless sea 
 

—Octavia McKenzie 

 

By Brenden Paul 

A TASTE 
OF TULSA 

By Mason Malloy 
REVIEWS EDITOR 

 
 It has been 10 years since 
the release of “Zombieland” 
and an excessive long wait for 
a sequel for me as I quite en-
joyed the film. I was afraid the 
sequel would not live up to its 
potential as the first one did 
with its cheesy stature and 
unique comedy aspect.  
 However, the director did 
a fairly good job at keeping 
the same format as the origi-
nal.  
 “Zombieland: Double 
Tap” has the same cast and 
takes place 10 years after the 
original film. Our characters, 
Columbus, Tallahassee, Wich-
ita, and Little Rock, set up in 
the White House and have 
almost become used to the 
apocalypse.  
 The survivors find them-
selves with new difficult situa-
tions. Columbus and Wichita 
grow apart from each other, 
and a new type of “Berserker 

zombie” (or as Columbus calls 
it, “the T-800 zombie”) has its 
own challenges.  
 This film gave me a few 
good laughs. It has similar 
humor to the first film. I found 
it funny how the survivors find 
little humorous things within 
the worst possible outcome of 
the world.  
 Many people will not feel 
the same way as me, because I 
am a huge fan of the original 
film. This movie is more for 
those who enjoyed the first 
one, but I still would recom-
mend going to see it.  
 Before you do, however, 
make sure to watch the first 
one. You really will not know 
what is happening if you do 
not. Also, make sure you are 
17 or have a parent with you 
since it is rated R.  
 I give this film 4.5 out of 5 
ravens. 

By Andrew Jordan 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Previously … Chase is 
reunited with his sister while 
Will is recalled to HQ …  
 
 The van rattled down the 
highway as they sped toward 
the outskirts of a large city. 
Chase and the others had been 
in the van for the last two 
hours. They were now seeing 
trees lining the roads, signal-
ing they were getting close.  
 Chase moved in the back 
of the van so that he was sit-
ting behind his sister’s seat. 
“So ...” he started.  
 Cassie turned around to 
face him. “What is it, Chase?”  
 “What exactly are we go-
ing after?” Chase asked, look-
ing out the front window.  
 She sighed and pointed to 
a large building slowly getting 
bigger as they approached. 
 “That,” Cassie said. “The 
headquarters of the people 
who experimented on us.” 
 

*   *   *   *   *   * 
 

 The car pulled into a circle 
drive in front of the large, 
glass building. Will stepped 

out, followed closely by Jack-
son.  
 Will looked up and shook 
his head. “Such a beautiful 
building, but so much happens 
inside,” he muttered.  
 The group of men walked 
into the building and were 
greeted by a guard in red. 
 “He is ready to see you 
now,” the guard said.  
 Will nodded and followed 
him. They boarded an elevator, 
quickly ascending to the top 
floor. The elevator door opened 
to a small hallway.  
 The guard led the way, and  

they soon reached a sealed 
door. The guard swiped a 
keycard, and the reader flashed 
green as a clicking sound sig-
nified that the door unlocked.  
 Inside was a small office. 
A man stood next to a great 
wooden desk, looking out the 
window. Chase and his men 
immediately snapped to atten-
tion as the Administrator 
turned around. 
 “Welcome, boys,” he said 
with a devilish grin. “Today, 
we lead Chase and his friends 
right into a trap.” 

… to be continued 

THE CHASE EXPERIENCE  creative fiction 

Cassie, Chase, and Will all find themselves in dangerous positions. 
ILLUSTRATION BY CALEB FUQUA 

Don’t miss all the performances on Visiting Day! 

DINE & DONATE at either  
taziki’s on Wed., Nov. 20 …  
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Trump’s tax returns 
By Shashwat Singh 

OPINIONS EDITOR 

 
 The fight over President 
Trump’s tax returns is heating 
up. In the coming weeks, Fed-
eral District and Appellate 
Courts are set to hear multiple 
cases of subpoena law, and 
their decisions will determine 
the White House’s next legal 
steps to withhold Trump’s 
finances from public view.  
 Court rulings in favor of 
forcing private actors to re-
lease the president’s financial 
documents are important for a 
number of reasons. 
 According to Politico, 
Trump’s legal team will fast-
track any court rulings against 

them to the Supreme Court. The 
nation’s highest court is under 
no obligation to accept any re-
quests, but they are much more 
likely to hear a case at the be-
hest of the Executive branch.  
 In the interim, a multitude of 
cases are being filed and decid-
ed over Trump’s finances, with 
most of them negatively impact-
ing the president. These rulings 
may seem to feed partisan at-
tacks, but they are significant at 
an institutional level.  
 Two primary actors suing 
the president over his finances 
are the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and local authorities 
in New York. Rulings in favor 
of the House strengthen the con-
cept of checks and balances and 

 The birth of computers 
was one of the most revolu-
tionary breakthroughs in hu-
man history. Naturally, it was 
only a matter of time before 
this technological milestone 
was applied to the entertain-
ment industry. 
 The first video games were 
created back in the late ’50s, 
but they didn’t reach the main-
stream media until their sud-
den spark of popularity in the 
1970s.  
 In the early days, game 
development was mostly lim-
ited to very large companies 
with huge amounts of expen-
sive human and material re-
sources which could handle  
the complex project develop-
ment. Back then, games had to 
be made completely from 
scratch, with every single as-
pect of the game’s foundation 
and mechanics being pro-
grammed by hand.  
 Today, games are rarely 
created using raw code. Enter 
the world of game engines.  
 Game engines aren’t nec-
essarily a new thing. Early 
developers quickly realized 
that creating every game from 
scratch was incredibly ineffi-
cient. In order for games to 
evolve into more complex and 
intricate creations, there need-
ed to be a standard foundation 
for more complex games to be 

built upon. That’s exactly 
what a game engine is. It’s a 
set of foundations to acceler-
ate development speed by 
providing developers with 
premade physics, mechanics, 
3D rendering, and more.  
 The earliest game engines 
were created by developers for 
their own games. Companies 
such as Nintendo were able to 
use their own in-house engines 
to create games with more 
design depth than ever before. 
 Nowadays, game engines 
have become the standard for 
development, and the accessi-
bility to game engines has 
become widely available. Pub-
lic-use game engines such as 
Unity and Unreal have 
sparked a new revolution of 
small-team “indie” games. 
 Previously, game develop-
ers were seen as mysterious 
entities whose knowledge was 
completely beyond us. Now, 
thanks to public-use game 
engines, virtually anyone can 
learn to make games if they 
put in the time. 

 Democrats have been win-
ning big lately, with major play-
ers in the Impeachment Inquiry 
coming forward in their favor 
and swinging momentum to-
ward the party for the 2020 
elections. We must wait to see 
what implications stem from the 
Inquiry, if any, but in the mean-
time a more consequential event 
has occurred that bears equal if 
not more importance for Demo-
crats’ future.  
 The 2019 off-year elections 
provided a boost to the Demo-
cratic Party that, if used correct-
ly, can propel them to the White 
House in 2020. 
 There are two major conse-
quences of the elections that 
occurred on Nov. 5.  
 The most significant is a 
new Democratic trifecta in Vir-
ginia, where the party now con-
trols the Governor’s mansion, 
the State Senate, and the House 
of Delegates, according to the 

Washington Post. This is a 
statement win in a common-
wealth that was seen as a swing 
state only a few years ago but 
has trended blue since Trump’s 
election.  
 This race gives hope to 
Democrats that the national-
level politics they are engaging 
in is working in their favor, at 
least in some states. 
 In other states, however, it 
may behoove candidates to fo-
cus on local, kitchen-table is-
sues such as healthcare, the 
economy, and education, as 
Kentucky Governor-elect Andy 
Beshear showed in his upset 

victory over Republican gover-
nor Matt Bevin. According to 
CNN, Beshear stayed away 
from impeachment and national 
Democratic talking points while 
focusing on Medicaid expansion 
and education funding, which 
are local issues. 
 According to NPR, It should 
be noted that Gov. Bevin tied 
himself heavily to the president, 
with high-profile Republicans 
including Trump campaigning 
frequently for the unpopular 
governor, apparently to no 
avail. 
 Democrats were unable to 
flip Mississippi’s governorship, 
but the other two races can pro-
vide a blueprint for the future. If 
presidential candidates can 
move the conversation away 
from the President and toward 
real issues affecting Americans 
on both sides of the aisle, they 
have a very good chance of 
winning the presidency in 2020. 

Dems flip seats in state races 

 This subject might not be the 
wackiest thing on earth, but it 
sure is wacky on the irony front. 
 An oil and gas company has 
stated that they are taking the 
first step in their goal to reduce 
carbon emissions — by having a 
solar plant fuel their oil harvest-
ing. 
 Occidental Petroleum claims 
this will help with their goal to 
become carbon neutral, accord-
ing to chron.com. 
 Their solar farm near Odessa 
in West Texas is 120 acres and 
produces 16 megawatts. It could 
power either the company’s 
oilfield operations or several 
thousand homes.   
 I just don’t get it. Their rea-
soning for why they are starting 
a solar farm sends me for a loop. 
I appreciate them for trying to 
be eco-friendly in some aspect, 
but the irony of an oil company 
using solar energy is striking. 
 Interestingly enough, this 
isn’t a first for oil. According to 
NPR, oil companies are the rea-
son solar energy is a viable en-

ergy source today. Exxon start-
ed funding solar energy to help 
with their oil rigs when solar 
panels were a concept used only 
in space.  
 In related news, chron.com 
reports that “Occidental’s en-
hanced oil recovery methods 
involve injecting carbon dioxide 
into more mature wells to help 
churn out additional oil and gas 
volumes. Oxy is planning to 
build the first ‘direct air capture’ 
plant in [the same area] ‘to suck 
carbon dioxide out of the sky 
and inject it into the ground’ to 
aid in oil production.”  
 The oil company says this is 
another way they are trying to 
reach their goal of becoming 
carbon neutral. 
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 Following Bernie Sanders’ 
hospitalization last month, 
some thought he would have a 
rough time maintaining his 
involvement in the presiden-
tial race. In the fourth Demo-
cratic debate, his health was 
questioned, and he spoke sig-
nificantly less than Elizabeth 
Warren and Joe Biden. How-
ever, despite his decline, 
Sanders has received signifi-
cant endorsements that will 
revitalize his campaign. 
 According to Business 
Insider, popular congressional 
progressives Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, Ilhan Omar, 
and Rashida Tlaib have en-
dorsed Sanders. The three 
form three-quarters of what is 
known as “the squad,” a group 
of congresswomen who have 
gained notoriety for their pro-
gressive platform. Ocasio-

Cortez has become the most 
followed member of Congress 
on Twitter, proving her status as 
a progressive leader. 
 Additionally, Sanders has 
received significant endorse-
ments from progressive celebri-
ties such as Michael Moore and 
famed musician Jack White. 
 According to the Detroit 
Metro Times, White, who per-
formed at a Bernie rally in De-

troit, spoke of the candidate, 
saying, “I really do trust him.” 
 These endorsements will 
likely further increase Sand-
ers’ popularity among young 
progressives and college stu-
dents who have been on the 
fence between Sanders and 
Warren. Currently, according 
to The Hill, Warren polls 
higher among college students 
than Sanders.  
 Differentiating himself 
from Warren, who is leading 
in many polls, has been a 
struggle for Sanders. Howev-
er, with these new endorse-
ments, along with co-
chairwoman Nina Turner 
highlighting differences at the 
Bernie’s Back Rally in New 
York, he appears to be differ-
entiating himself successfully. 
 Despite claims that his 
campaign is in decline, these 
endorsements show that Sand-
ers is a progressive force that 
won’t be going away. 

Bernie picks up endorsements 

Oil company goes solar 

Could we soon see solar panels at the nearby Holly refinery in Tulsa? 
PHOTO BY CATIE DOERR 

prevent further abuse by cur-
rent and future administra-
tions. Rulings in favor of local 
prosecutors allow financial 
transparency in the short-term 
and set a precedent for execu-
tive accountability in the long-
term.  
 The Supreme Court’s role 
in this issue will be vital, as 
the conservative majority may 
vote to protect Trump. 
 NBCNews reported that 
most judges who have ruled 
against the president are Dem-
ocratic appointees. Although 
there is no partisanship in the 
judiciary, there are certainly 
ideological leanings that tend 
to favor certain parties. 
 Judicial headwinds are 
pointing to us seeing the 
Trump’s finances sooner ra-
ther than later. That would be 
a win for America.  
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Bernie appears in Iowa on June 9.  
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