
students enjoyed  
a day at the TULSA 
zoo on april 12… 
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By Mason Malloy 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Tomorrow is April 27, and 
that means it is time for one of 
Riverfield’s biggest events — 
Llamapalooza! This year, 15 
bands will play at the event. 
 For those new to Riverfield, 
Llamapalooza is an event in 
which all of the bands in the 
Riverfield Rocks program per-
form on a large stage set up on 
the back field near the Lower 

School. A large crowd of fami-
lies and friends comes to watch 
the students perform.  
 For those who do not wish 
to watch all the bands, there are 
plenty of other festivities to en-
joy. Several food and dessert 
trucks will be on hand, as well 
as merchandise shops and face 
painting.  
 When asked about his favor-
ite part of the event, sophomore 
Brenden Paul responded, “I like 
performing on the drums in 

front of the people who come to 
watch.” 
 Junior Shashu Singh, who is 
an enthusiastic audience mem-
ber, said his favorite thing about 
Llamapalooza is “seeing the 
excitement and energy sur-
rounding the Riverfield bands” 
at the event.  
 Plan to come at 6 p.m. to get 
a good seat tomorrow, Saturday, 
April 27. Tickets are $5, and 
they are definitely worth it. You 
wont regret it! 

Llamapalooza is tomorrow! 

Students enjoyed a fun day at all these great locations!                                                                                         PHOTOS: VARIOUS INTERNET SOURCES 
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By Will Dozier 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Every year, the staff of The 
Commons enters Oklahoma 
Scholastic Media’s (OSM) 
statewide competition. A day-
long journalism conference, 
Spring Media Monday, was held 
on the University of Oklahoma’s 
campus in Norman on April 8, 
at which the winners of the com-
petition are announced.  
 Once again, Riverfield’s 
Newspaper students took home 
prestigious awards.  
 Of the 12 categories they 
entered, they placed in 11, and 
six of those were First Place 
awards. These winners were: 
Shashwat Singh (Opinion Col-
umn), Will Dozier (Critical Re-
view), Brady Heinig (Sports 
Feature Story), Jack Bluhm 
(Feature Photo), Quinten Nokes 
(Inside Page Design), and Jake 
O’Shaughnessy (Front Page 
Design). 
 To top off the individual 
awards, The Commons’ lead 
designer, Jake O’Shaughnessy, 
was named Designer of the Year 
across all divisions. Great job, 
Jake! 
 In addition to individual 
awards, The Commons was also 
recognized for Overall Newspa-
per. Previously, the publication 
had competed in Division III 
(Small Schools.)  
 This year, The Commons 
took Highest Honors along with 
the All-Oklahoman designation, 
given to only the top three publi-
cations in Divisions II & III 
(Small and Medium-Sized 
Schools.) 
 Last year, Riverfield took 
the Sweepstakes award (given to 
the best publication in the state) 
in Division III. This year, they 
competed against both small and 
medium-sized schools and still 
managed to make it to the top 
three. 
 With all of these awards, 
everyone involved in the pro-
duction of The Commons should 
feel proud of their excellent 
work, as shown by these impres-
sive awards. The staff hopes to 
bring home even more awards 
next year.  

Newspaper 

staff wins 

awards 

 

Spring trip memories 

By Brenden Paul 
STAFF WRITER 

 

T 
he Upper School’s annual Spring Trip, one of 
the school’s most highly anticipated outings, 
took place last Friday.  
      Students visited the University of Tulsa 
where they took a guided two-hour campus tour 

and ate lunch at the Student Union.  
 After visiting TU, Riverfield students went over to Skate-
land Roller Rink in Tulsa and had fun skating for a few hours. 
After returning to Riverfield, the faculty had a fun evening of 
activities planned.  
 First, students went to Urban Air Adventure Park, a local 
trampoline park much like Skyzone that features various activ-
ities such as trampoline dodgeball and basketball goals on 
trampolines to practice dunking. A large pit was filled with 

foam bricks so students could trampoline into it and practice 
flips and other  acrobatic moves.  
 Next was Flying Tee. This is a driving range located on 
the Jenks Riverwalk that is similar to TopGolf driving ranges. 
Students were able to drink and eat for free as well as take 
turns using the driving range to practice their golf game.  
 Up next was LaserQuest, where students had fun playing 
arcade games as well as laser tag with their friends.  
 The last event was a perennial favorite. The high school’s 
annual broomball game took place at the Oilers Ice Center. 
Broomball is played on an ice surface with a soccer ball that 
can either be kicked into the goal or hit in with a hockey stick. 
The game is similar to hockey.  
 All these fun festivities wrapped up around midnight, be-
cause many students had Prom preparation the next day. 
 The Spring Trip is always one of the year’s highlights, and 
it definitely did not disappoint this year.  
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Congrats to Coach Kay and the Upper School soccer team for a 
successful season, and thanks to all their supporters, too! 

 

By Jon Morley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 The Commons’ sportswrit-
ers were invited to Oklahoma 
City on March 13. Brady Hei-
nig, Logan Payne, Jack Bluhm, 
Brenden Paul and myself, along 
with Mr. Hodges and Mrs. 
Dickey, were treated to a tour 
by the Oklahoma City Thun-
der’s media staff.  
 We got to see what their 
staff does … everything from 
what makes a good game photo 
to how they run the billboards. 
Interestingly, they feature many 
players on the scoreboard to 
show that it’s not just one play-
er that does all the work. They 
can make the scoreboard change 
to a different photo, or even just 
delete a photo from existence 
during a game.  

 They also showed us all the 
people who work during the 
game: the ushers, players, pho-
tographers, and so many others. 
 We sat in the corporate of-
fice’s conference room, where 
they have meetings to talk about 
things that can improve and 
maybe come up with ideas.  
 After the tour, they gave all 
of us complimentary tickets to 
that evening’s game in the 
Chesapeake Arena. We watched 
the OKC Thunder play the 
Brooklyn Nets. Despite trailing 
the first half, the Thunder pulled 
away with a win over the Nets 
by a final score of 108-96.  
 Overall, it was very interest-
ing to see how the Thunder and 
their media staff run things. I 
definitely will be ready to do it 
again next year if we are invited 
again. 

Sportswriters see 
OKC Thunder HQ 

The Commons’ sportswriters — Logan Payne, Jack Bluhm, Brady Hei-

nig, Jon Morley, and Brenden Paul — were invited to The Thunder’s 

front office on March 13.                                           PHOTO BY PATRICIA DICKEY 

Viewers surprised 
at Bassmaster 
Classic last month 

By Mason Malloy 
STAFF WRITER 

  
 The 49th annual GEICO 
Bassmaster Classic, presented 
by DICK’S Sporting Goods, 
was a lot of fun to watch. 
Many big fish were caught 
and there was always a new 
technique to learn.   
 This year’s event was held 
in Knoxville, Tennessee on 
March 15-17, and multiple 
records were set.  
 For those who do not 
know, the Bassmaster Classic 
is a professional bass fishing 
tournament that is won by 
whoever catches the heaviest 
total weight of fish.  
 This year was surprising 
because previous Bassmaster 
champions did not come out 
on top. Ott Defoe, a new 
champion, took 1st Place. Us-
ing clear water techniques 
such as a jerkbait, he caught a 
total of 49 pounds and 3 ounc-
es and took home $300,000 

and a cash bonus of $2,500. 
 In 2nd Place, Jacob 
Wheeler caught a total weight 
of 45 pounds and 5 ounces 
and took home $52,000 and a 
$2,500 cash bonus.  
 In 3rd Place, Jesse Wig-
gins caught a total weight of 
43 pounds and 14 ounces and 
took home $40,000 dollars 
and no cash bonus.  
 It was quite surprising to 
watch Jordan Lee, two- time 
champion in 2018 and 2017. 
Lee came out in 42nd Place 
and only caught 13 pounds 
and 10 ounces, taking home 
$10,000.   
 It was also fun to see Kev-
in VanDam try to get even 
more wins this year, even 
though he has so many. Van-
Dam finished in 20th Place 
with a total weight of 30 
pounds and 1 ounce, taking 
home $13,000 dollars.  
 Overall, this year’s tourna-
ment was a ton of fun to 
watch. 

Have you ever been to a duck race? 
 The very interesting sport of 
duck racing has been growing 
over the past years. These 
events take place in a river, 
where there can be 10,000 or 
more small rubber ducks placed 
in the water at the starting line. 
They float down the river, and 
the winner is the one who owns 
the duck that finishes first.   
 This is one of the more re-
laxing sports, and it is one 
where you don’t have to be very 
involved. It is completely up to 
luck, really.   
 People can purchase a rub-
ber duck that has a special num-
ber on the bottom. Then they 
place their duck(s) at the start-
ing line and wait until all of the 
ducks are released and allowed 
to float down.  
 This event is usually a fund-
raiser of some sort, where all 
the money from the ducks goes 
to a charitable cause. This is 
popular in areas with bigger 
rivers, because more ducks can 
be used.  
 The biggest of these events 
was recorded in Singapore, 

where their river held host to 
85,000 rubber ducks. It raised 
over $1 million.  
 A fun and easy competition, 
duck races have been used at 
more and more local fundrais-
ers. Races over the past few 

Early NBA Finals Predictions 
By Logan Payne 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 The 2018-2019 NBA Fi-
nals are coming soon, and 
everyone is wondering which 
two teams are going to be 
competing for that all-so-
sweet NBA Championship 
award and ring ceremony. 
 These are the teams I think 
have a serious chance of com-
peting for this title. 
 Starting off with the East-
ern Conference:  
 Milwaukee Bucks — At 
the moment, they have a rec-
ord of 58 wins and 20 losses, 

and hold the 1st seed spot in the 
East. The Bucks have been on 
an absolute tear this year with 
one of the highest-scoring of-
fenses. Their best asset right 
now is Giannis Antetokounmpo, 
who is in the MVP running this 
year.  
 Philadelphia 76ers — The 
76ers hold the 3rd seed in the 
East this year with a record of 
49 wins and 28 losses. They are 
one of the most dominant teams 
in the league. They are so di-
verse they can score anywhere 
on the court or lock down your 
best defender with ease.  
 The Western Conference is 

very strong. These are my two 
predictions:  
 Houston Rockets — The 
Rockets are the 3rd seed in the 
West right now, and they have 
proven to be one of the best 
offensive teams in the entire 
league. What they lack on de-
fense, they make up for with a 
rapid fire offense and great 
three-point shooting.  
 Golden State Warriors — 
This one is an easy prediction.  
With the added offense/
defense of Demarcus Cousins, 
the Warriors have the best 
chance of making it to the 
NBA Finals.  

Cole Knutsen and Amanda bose lead 

Cole and Amanda are excellent players who became leaders this year. 
PHOTOS BY LOGAN PAYNE 

 Tennis season is in full 
swing, and the Varsity Ravens 
have impressed everyone from 
the get-go. Both the boys’ and 
girls’ teams have performed 
well in their tournaments. Junior 
Cole Knutsen and sophomore 
Amanda Bose lead their teams.  
 Cole is one of the top boys’ 
tennis players at the school, and 
he played a crucial part in last 
year’s team’s State Runner-Up 
run. Cole played his way to a 
2nd place finish in 1 Doubles 
last year. He has shown that he 
is very quick, and he uses his 
speed to easily counter any of-
fense the other players throw at 
him. He uses his resounding 
leadership skills to elevate the 
rest of the team to another level, 
and this is part of the reason 
why this team expects to com-
pete for a state championship 
this year. Way to go, Cole! 
 Amanda has turned many 
heads this year with her incredi-
ble play, and this shouldn’t 
come as a surprise considering 

how well she played last year. 
Amanda has great fundamental 
technique and power, and she is 

a great teammate to be around. 
Although she did not qualify for 
State last year, she has the capa-
bility to make a deep run in the 
playoffs. She has plenty of time 
to grow as a player, and her 
team expects her to have a very 
great career as a Raven. Nice 
job, Amanda! 
 Check back in the next issue 
on May 10 to see who will be 
our last MVPs of the year! 

decades have proven to be very 
good fundraisers; over $280 
million has been raised since 
1988 for nonprofit organiza-
tions. 
  Oklahoma City held host to 
one of the larger-scale races. On 
Sept. 29, 2018 they held a giant 
rubber duck race.  
 In 1995, Tulsa was host to 
another great duck race. For a 
Fourth of July celebration that 
year, the Arkansas River was 
filled with small rubber ducks 
that were floated down as fire-
works lit the sky. 

 Most 
Valuable 

Players 
By Brady Heinig 

 

By Jack Bluhm 
 

odd 
Sports 

The annual Chicago Ducky Derby has featured as many as 60,000 ducks. 
PHOTO: ABC7CHICAGO.COM 



 

By Brady Heinig 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 It is incredible how much 
technology has advanced in the 
past few decades. Cellphones 
are in almost everybody’s pock-
ets, and medical innovations are 
being made every day.  
 Virtual reality has been fea-
tured in sci-fi movies for years, 
but now it is a very available 
and affordable reality. Oculus is 
at the forefront of VR for con-
sumers, and their two most pop-
ular products are the Go and 
Rift models. 
 I have had the chance to 
experience both products, and I 
was thoroughly impressed with 
both.  
 The Oculus Go is a stand-

alone headset that does not re-
quire additional sensors or com-
puter software. The device con-
nects to the user’s cellphone, 
and it has over a thousand apps 
and games. It is also portable, 
making it the first oculus prod-
uct that is mobile. It starts at 
$199, but can be pricier if the 
storage is upgraded.  
 The Oculus Rift starts at 
$399, and the higher price is 
justified by more immersive 
features. Unlike the Go, users 
can walk around in their games 
due to sensors that are connect-
ed to the computers. This is 
called outside tracking, and it 
adds another dimension to this 
model that puts it a step ahead 
of the Oculus Go. However, the 
lack of portability makes it a 

VIRTUAL REALITY GAMES:  
Oculus Go vs. Rift 

Students make trip 
to ISAS Festival 

By Jack Bluhm  
STAFF WRITER 

 
 On April 11, Riverfield Up-
per Schoolers took a trip all the 
way to Austin, Texas. ISAS 
(Independent Schools Associa-
tion of the Southwest) held their 
annual fine arts festival at St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal this year. 
 Our students drove for more 
than seven hours to get there/ 
All arts were represented in the 
festival, from drawings and 
paintings by Art students, short 
films produced by Film stu-
dents, a play by the Drama stu-
dents, and live performances 
from Riverfield’s Rock Band 
program.  
 The festival was held over 
three days, the 11th to the 13th, 
and it was jam packed with fun 
events to participate in or view.  
 Three Riverfield sopho-

mores gave their opinions of the 
trip. Belle Maxey, a Riverfield 
Theatre Co. member, said her 
favorite part was the crowd surf-
ing.  
 Tara Fritts, who takes Drama 
and Musical Theater, described 
her experience as being one to 
remember, and seeing all of the 
art and performances were her 
favorite parts.  
 Sabrina Edwardes, who 
takes the Art and Film electives, 
talks about her favorite part, 
being in the Rock Band tent 
when Riverfield’s bands were 
on stage. “Everyone in the 
crowd felt unified through the 
positive energy and adrenaline 
that flowed as Riverfield 
ROCKed the stage. Even the 
students who didn’t go to River-
field felt connected by the music 
and the people in the crowd.”  
 Wow, what a trip! 

By Andrew Jordan  
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Previously … One of the 
lab scientists, Jessica, offers 
to help Chase escape from the 
massive facility … 
  

 “What?” Chase said, his 
face registering shock. 
 “You’re about to be 
moved to another site, which 
you have no chance of escap-
ing. But if you agree, I can get 
you out now,” Jessica said. 
 Chase paused, thoughts 
racing to the outside world 
and a new life outside these 
dark concrete walls. He could 
be normal again if he could 
just get away one last time. 
 “And how would you go 
about doing this?” Chase fi-
nally said. 
 “Follow me,” she said as 
she pointed toward the door. 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 Will had been pacing the 
corridors for a few hours. He 
always got antsy before a ma-
jor movement of personnel, 
but he was even more so to-
day. The boy who had es-
caped his grasp for so long 
was about to be permanently 
caught. This would get him 
back in good standing with the 

Council and finally move him 
up in the ranks.  
 He smiled to himself. “I’m 
only a few days away from my 
goals,” he smirked. This was 
too easy.  
 Just then, an explosion 
rocked the compound. Will 
was knocked to the floor as a 
piece of ceiling fell on him. 
He pushed it off as he looked 
around. The hall light had 
been replaced by the pulsing 
red of the alert light.  
 “Not again,” he growled 
and got up. 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 “This way!” Jessica shout-
ed as she and Chase ran 
though red-lit hallways. Judg-
ing by the sound of the explo-
sion and how he was getting 
closer to the sound of gunfire, 
Chase knew they were going 
in the right direction. They 
turned a corner into a long 
hallway and started to sprint. 
 “We’re almost there!” Jes-
sica cried. But a loud click 
sounded behind them. A shock 
wave of pressure and the zing-
ing of a bullet told them to 
stop. Chase turned around to 
see Will with his pistol drawn 
on the duo, his vest covered in 
rubble and dust.  
 His grimace turned into an 
evil smile. “You two aren’t 
going anywhere.” 

… to be continued 
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of ‘the chase experiment’... 

Friday, April 26, 2019                 

creative fiction 

less attractive option for casual 
users.  
 I know many students at 
Riverfield have taken advantage 
of our selection of Oculus Rifts 
in the Computer Lab, and they 
have added a whole new dimen-
sion to the Raven learning expe-
rience.  
 I give the Oculus Rift 5 ra-
vens, and the Oculus Go 4.5 
ravens. 

The chase experiment 

MOVIE REVIEW: ‘captain marvel’  
Boden and Ryan Fleck, for 
making this movie the way they 
did.  
 Also, as a person who really 
enjoys good movies, I loved 
seeing the empowerment of 
women. This film sends a mes-
sage around the world to girls 
and women that not all strong 
characters have to be men.  
 Many of the great movies 
that people will remember for a 
long time have a message they 
send to viewers, and for that 

By Logan Payne 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 The movie “Captain Mar-
vel” was released on March 8. 
This is the first film in Mar-
vel’s history that features a 
woman as the main hero.  
 In recent history, more 
superhero films are involving 
women as supporting charac-
ters.  
 Just a couple of years ago, 
DC released “Wonder Wom-
an” with a woman being the 
main hero. The difference is 
that Captain Marvel is regard-
ed as one of the strongest 
characters in Marvel history.  
 Unfortunately, the movie 
itself was mediocre at best. I 
did not like Brie Larson’s per-
formance as Captain Marvel. I 
did not think she had the gusto 
to play this heroic character.  
 A couple of things I did 
enjoy, though, were the plot 
and storyline over the length 
of the movie. I really give 
credit to the directors, Anna 

Brie Larson stars in Marvel’s newest superhero flick.  
PUBLICITY PHOTO: DISNEY 

reason, I believe this film will 
be remembered for a very long 
time.  
 Even though the acting in 
this movie was mediocre, I 
cannot wait to see Captain 
Marvel in “Avengers: End-
game” which opens today.  
 I give this film 3 ravens out 
of 5.  

Riverfield band students rock the crowd at the ISAS festival this year. 
PHOTO COURTESY RIVERFIELD ROCKS 

OCULUS RIFT: 

OCULUS GO: 

By Jon Morley 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 “MLB The Show 19” was 
released by Sony on March 26, 
and a lot of new features have 
been added to this year’s game. 
 This is the 14th game in the 
popular franchise, based on Ma-
jor League Baseball. Every 
year, fans wait to see what im-
provements will be added.   
 Let’s start with “Road to 
The Show,” one of the modes in 
the game. They added some 
new features such as letting you 
pick what team you get drafted 
by. But if you get in the top 10 
rounds, you get to go to the ac-

tual draft that is held in the 
MLB network’s studio in New 
York.  
 Another new feature allows 
you to have relationships with 
your teammates, even a rivaltry 
with them. 
 But that is not all. You also 
have an agent who helps you 
get traded if you want to. Or he 
can help you change the posi-
tion of your player on the field. 
He can even help you get called 
up if you are playing really 
well. But before that can hap-
pen, you will stay in touch with 
your former high school coach 
until you get your agent. 
  So that’s it. “MLB The 

Show 19” is already out, so if 
you are interested in this game, 
go to GameStop and buy this 
now. You can play as your fa-
vorite MLB team, or play “Road 
to The Show” and make your 
way up to The Show to compete 
for the 2019 World Series tro-
phy.   
 “MLB The Show 19” is only 
available for the PlayStation, 
but it carries an “E” rating, so 
everyone can play. 
 I give this game 5 ravens out 
of 5. 

GAME REVIEW: ‘MLB THE SHOW 19’ is 
out now, so pick up your copy! 



 

By Noah Hall 
COLUMNIST 

 
 Riverfield Speech & De-
bate accomplished an amazing 
feat at the 2018-19 Speech and 
Debate State tournament on 
April 6 by placing first in the 
3A division for the third year 
in row.  
 This year the team brought 
approximately 20 individuals, 
the largest group yet. Fresh-
men to seniors all entered and 
helped earn the team’s final 
placing. 
 State is always an exciting 
experience as it is everyone’s 
last opportunity to show how 
far they’ve come and all the 
effort they’ve put toward be-
ing a state champion.  
 This year, James Puls was 
State Champion in Foreign 
Extemp, and Brinley Lasiter 
was State Champion in Stand-
ard Oratory.  
 An overwhelming majority 
of the team qualified to be 

state finalists. The following 
also won these awards at State: 
 

Runner-Up:  
Shashu Singh (Foreign Extemp), 
Robert Hale (LD Debate and Do-
mestic Extemp), and Andrew  
Jordan (Humorous Interp) 

3rd Place: 
Miles Capehart (Foreign Extemp), 
Hannah Grenier (LD Debate), 
Alex Smith (Dramatic Interp), and 
Gracie Rowell (Original Oratory) 

4th Place: 
Noah Hall (Domestic Extemp) and 
Ethan Shaw (LD Debate) 

5th Place: 
Shashu Singh (Policy Debate) and 
Mitchell Scott (Policy Debate) 

6th Place: 
Hannah Grenier (Domestic Ex-
temp), Noah Hall (Public Forum 
Debate), and Carson Keesling 
(Public Forum Debate) 
 

 Overall, this has been a 
fantastic season for Riverfield 
Speech & Debate. The entire 
team has gone through a large 
amount of effort and work in 
order to continue Riverfield’s 
current three-streak. 

S&D takes State 3rd  
consecutive time! 

By Andrew Jordan 
STAFF WRITER 

  
 Britain has long stood as one 
of Europe’s most honored coun-
tries, and it has been a big con-
tributor on the world stage. 
However, in the past two years 
it has created a controversy that 
has taken the world by storm.  
 Two years ago, the U.K. 
took a vote, and the majority of 
voters called for the country to 
leave the European Union, more 
commonly known as the E.U. 
The media has termed this situa-
tion “Brexit.”

 This was a major move, be-
cause many of the laws deciding 
how the U.K. interacts with the 
majority of Europe are at stake. 
 Two of the main issues are 
trade and the free movement of 
people. Both of these would be 
very hard to make up for should 
the U.K. actually leave the E.U.  
 The plan was for the U.K. to 
approve an exit plan in two 
years’ time so their exit would-
n’t be as hard as some had pre-
dicted. However, in the two 
years’ time since the vote 
passed, Prime Minister Theresa 
May’s plans for the separation 

have been rejected several times 
by Parliament. 
 The date just passed that 
would have marked the start of 
the exit process, which is a very 
bad thing. May has gotten a lot 
of flack over the past two years 
because of these votes, and she 
has been slammed because of 
her spotty plan to exit the E.U. 
 Currently she is saying that 
she will resign if her plan pass-
es, which could lead the U.K 
down a dark path.  
 However, only time will tell 
what happens in this whole situ-
ation as the world watches. 

Brexit causing problems in U.K. 
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Release the full report! 
 The controversial Mueller 
Report should be released in 
its entirety, which means many 
currently redacted parts should 
also be made public. 
 The Mueller investigation 
that began as part of a broader 
FBI investigation into Russian 
interference in U.S. elections 
has finally come to a close 
after about two years, and At-
torney General William Barr’s 
controversial four-page sum-
mary does not suffice. Neither 
does his questionably redacted 
version.  
 There are numerous rea-
sons why the release of the 
original report is important. 
 Indictments and recom-
mendations from the Russia 
investigation have already 
yielded results in other areas. 
For example, the Trump Foun-
dation was shut down by a 
federal judge in December 
based on recommendations 
from Mueller’s team, accord-
ing to Politico.  
 Just last week, Greg Craig, 
an Obama administration 
White House Counsel, faced 
possible indictment  based on 
DOJ investigations stemming 
from Russian findings about 
foreign lobbying efforts, the 

this is the case, then there 
should be no concerns about 
the release of the full report, 
other than the genuine national 
security problems that warrant 
redaction.  
 Turning this into a political 
problem does nothing to solve 
this situation, and it keeps the 
general public from seeing 
important information regard-
ing foreign efforts to sway 
American elections. 
 The full report should be 
given to Congress and made 
public as quickly as possible.  

Chicago Tribune reported. 
 The primary stance from the 
White House since the begin-
ning of the investigation is that 
there was no collusion and 
nothing wrong has been done. If 

situation in Venezuela is chaotic 
By Shashwat Singh 

OPINIONS EDITOR 

 
 Venezuela has been under-
going a constitutional crisis for 
about two months now, and with 
geopolitical tensions ramping up 
and spilling over to the rest of 
the global superpowers such as 
Russia, China, and the United 
Sates, there doesn’t seem to be 
an end in sight. 
 According to CBS, Russia 
recently deployed military 
troops in order to defend Nicho-
las Maduro, the Venezuelan 
president who was inaugurated 
for his second term in January. 
His opponent was Juan Guaido, 
who made an insurgent self-
declaration of the presidency.  
 Despite Maduro’s military 
might, he is no longer the right-
ful president of Venezuela. 

 Maduro’s hold on economic 
and political power within Ven-
ezuela and abroad has been 
greatly diminished since Guaido 
claimed a right to the presiden-
cy, especially because of inter-
national support for the opposi-
tion candidate and disdain for 
the current president.  
 A Reuters news article noted 
the multitude of factors under-
mining the Maduro administra-
tion. One of the main problems 
facing Venezuela is hyperinfla-
tion, largely agreed to be caused 
by the current administration’s 
socialist leanings and lack of 
economic understanding.  
 On top of this, the PDVSA, 
Venezuela’s economic lifeline, 
is losing its dominance in the 
global market because of recent 
United States sanctions placed 
upon it and many Venezuelan 

banks. 
 According to Stanford Law, 
The Constitution of Venezuela 
also includes provisions for such 
a situation in which the presi-
dent has taken advantage of the 
country’s political institutions.  
 Under multiple statutes of 
the Venezuelan constitution, the 
legislature has declared Madu-
ro’s recent election null, because 
of multiple actions he has taken 
which can be seen as unconstitu-
tional.  
 Therefore, as per Article 
233, the president of the Legis-
lature has a constitutional claim 
to the presidency, a position 
Guaido has now found himself 
in. Only time will tell how this 
situation will play out, but as of 
now, the opposition parties in 
Venezuela seem to have the 
upper hand. 

Mueller smiles after releasing his report to Atty. General William Barr. 
PHOTO: POLITICO 

 

By Shashwat Singh 
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 A military training session 
in the Netherlands was going 
smoothly for the Dutch Air 
Force. Suddenly, one of their F-
16 planes was hit, and the fight-
er was forced to land.  
 This might sound like a 
scary situation, which it certain-
ly can be, but this was not an act 
of aggression. It wasn’t even an 
act of betrayal or a misfire from 
an ally. 
 The culprit of the accident 
was none other than the driver 
of the plane that was hit. That’s 
right folks, an Air Force pilot 
hit his own F-16 and forced 
himself to land.  
 The unnamed fighter be-
longs to the Royal Netherlands 
Air Force, and while the inci-
dent has just made the press, the 
incident took place in January.  

 The fighter used a 20mm 
M61 Vulcan rotary canon, 
which is the textbook definition 
of a modern Gatling gun. 
 This gun is commonly found 
in a fighter plane’s arsenal. The 
unfortunate firing caused a cut 
through the exterior and damage 
to the engine, which happened 
as soon as the pilot started to 
fire.  
 The Netherlands’ defense 
department is currently trying to 
figure out how this happened. 

Fighter pilot shoots 
down his own plane 
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The team proudly shows off their trophy and banner for their third 

consecutive State Championship!               PHOTO COURTESY ANDREW JORDAN 

Join us for the second annual Ravens Speech & Debate  

CELEBRATION DINNER on Tuesday, April 30 at 7 p.m. at  
Freddie’s BBQ & Steakhouse in Sapulpa. $18 Each. 

Dress comfortably and enjoy stories, video, awards,  
and more in celebration of our 2018-19 season.  


