
Don’t miss the book 
fair during your 
visit today …  

 

PHOTO BY JAKE O’SHAUGHNESSY  

T 
oday’s the day! The artworks are on display, the songs, speeches and 
dramatic selections have been memorized, and the hands-on activities 
have been organized. Everything is ready for the guests. 
      Riverfield’s annual Visiting Day is a whirlwind of sights, sounds 
and experiences. This school tradition attracts the largest number of 

guests to the campus of any event. Parents, grandparents and friends come to see what 
the students are learning and doing. They leave surprised and impressed with the vari-
ety, originality and excellence of the students’ talents. It is a great day to be a Raven! 
 Starting at 8:45 a.m., parents and family members are encouraged to spend a little 
time in their children’s classes. Then Drama, Music Theater, Vocal Music, and Rock 
Band performances are scheduled. Make an origami crane, visit the musical instru-
ment “Petting Zoo,” and paint on Ms. Redmond’s Gaga Pit Mural. 
 Interested in more competitive activities? Pick up a packet anytime after 11 a.m. 
for the Math Grand Prix. Prizes awarded for those with the fastest times! Then watch 
the Varsity Academic Bowl team take on their worthy faculty opponents in Year 7 of 
this annual grudge match. Will the students finally win? 
 Don’t miss the Virtual Reality Demo and Open House! (See article below.) 
 While you’re wandering around the Upper School Building, enjoy looking at art 
and photography created by the high school students this year. In the lobby, take a 
look at the Book Fair. Maybe pick out a holiday present for a child you know. Pro-
ceeds go to Riverfield’s library collection. 
 Buy some RavenWear or some snacks if you’re hungry. Stop by the photo booth 
and have your picture taken with Big Blue! Then order a yearbook while you’re at it. 
 But don’t miss the big event. At 10 a.m., an All-School Assembly will be held on 
the north side of the Upper School Building, and the $10,000 raffle winners will be 
announced. Good luck to you!    
   

Welcome to Visiting Day! 

By Shashwat Singh 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Elon Musk, the controver-
sial face of Tesla, is stepping 
down as chairman after cutting 
a deal with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission in Sep-
tember, according to Time 
magazine.  
 Following a period of un-
certainty for the company, the 
future seems bright after re-
cent historic profit reports 
have encouraged stock growth, 
CNBC reported. 
 On Aug. 7, Musk tweeted 
that he would take Tesla pri-
vate, and that he had the fund-
ing secured, thought to be 
from Saudi Arabian invest-
ment. This funding never 
came to fruition however, and 

the SEC filed a lawsuit attempt-
ing to bar the CEO from ever 
running a publicly-traded com-
pany again.  
 A deal was cut only two 
days after the legal complaint 
was lodged. It required Musk to 
step down as Tesla’s chairman 
within 45 days, and it fined both 
Musk and Tesla $20 million. 
Musk will continue as CEO.  
 Initially, the lawsuit caused 
the automaker’s stock to drop 
almost 14% in one day, as re-
ported by Fortune magazine. 
 Since then, tensions have 
smoothed over, and on Oct. 25, 
Tesla’s stock rose by 10% amid 
third quarter earnings reports. 
 Citing Tesla’s historical lack 
of profitability, most investors 
did not expect a good quarter 
for the company, but under Elon 

Musk’s leadership and growth 
plan, the third quarter of 2018 
showed high profits for the 
corporation.  
 Referring to the potential 
impact Musk’s new position 
will mean for the company, 
Jake O’Shaughnessy, 11th, 
said, “I don’t think his step-
ping down will change much 
in the long run, but it will in 
the short term.” 
 Musk predicted a profita-
ble second half of 2018, 
tweeting in April: “Tesla will 
be profitable and cash flow+ 
in Q3 & Q4,” Reuters reports. 
 Therefore, despite a dam-
aging period for Tesla and 
Elon Musk’s public image, 
the company and its CEO 
seem poised to make a pros-
perous rebound. 

Elon Musk and Tesla rebound 
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By Jack Jones 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Over the past few months, 
the Riverfield IT department has 
been busy setting up a new ad-
dition to the Upper School com-
puter lab. It is now complete. 
Students are able to use virtual 
reality (VR) stations in the Up-
per School.  
 There are three Oculus Rifts, 
complete with the Oculus Touch 
VR controllers. These are used 
with the new desktop comput-
ers, all of which are running on 
GTX 1070 graphics cards, some 
of the best on the market now.  
 I had the pleasure of trying 
out one of these VR setups on 
my own, and I was certainly 
impressed. There are several 
applications for this technology. 
It is not just for games, but also 
for practical uses such as 3D 

Virtual reality lab opens 
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modeling and animation.  
 The VR stations present 
several opportunities for school 
projects. Some teachers, such as 
Ms. James, have already en-
couraged their students to use it 
for this purpose.  
 All students are welcome 
and encouraged to use this re-
source, not only for school pro-
jects but also for recreational 
purposes. If you wish to use 
one, ask Mrs. Kuhn during a 
free period, or other free time. 

Mr. Bates tries out the new setup. 
PHOTO BY JAKE O’SHAUGHNESSY 



SPORTS               2 
in the first two varsity games: 11/9 Agra (VG L 34-43), (VB L 31-60); 
11/13 mingo valley (VG W 41-32), (VB L 41-44). SUPPORT your teams! 

 

By Brady Heinig 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 This is the best time of year 
in the sports world, with all four 
major sporting leagues in action 
and lots of incredible games 
being played.  
 The College Football 
Playoff is one of the most antic-
ipated competitions of the year, 
and there have been two edi-
tions of the rankings released 
already.  
 The pressure is mounting for 
teams to step up their game. 
Right now, Alabama, Clemson, 
Notre Dame, and Michigan are 
in position to make the Playoff, 
but many other teams are nip-
ping at their heels. Here are the 
teams I think will end up mak-
ing the Playoff. 
 Alabama — They are the 
clear cut No. 1 team in the na-
tion, and there are very few 
weaknesses with this squad. 
The Tide should be and will be 
in the Playoff. 

 Clemson — QB Trevor 
Lawrence has stepped up and 
delivered for the Tigers after 
being thrown into the fire, and 
Clemson is not that far behind 
Alabama. A fourth straight ap-
pearance in the Playoff seems 
likely, but they will need to 
close out their ACC schedule 
without any hiccups. 
 Oklahoma — OU lost earli-
er in the season against Texas, 
but they have the schedule to 
make up for it as long as they 
win out. The Sooners need a 
couple of teams to lose in front 
of them, but all they can do is 
keep up the dominance on of-
fense, and they should be fine. 
 Michigan — The Wolver-
ines lost in the first game of the 
season to Notre Dame, but they 
have been prolific on both sides 
of the ball ever since. They have 
a showdown against Ohio State 
at the end of the year. If they 
win that, then follow up with a 
Big 10 championship, they 
should make the Top 4.  

Predictions for coming 
College Football Playoff 

Chess boxing combines popular sports 
 This month’s odd sport re-
quires its competitors to be not 
only strong and physically fit, 
but also smart and good chess 
players.  
 The new sport is called 
Chess Boxing, and just like it 
sounds, it combines the sports 
of boxing and chess.  
 Two players box for five 
minutes, then play chess for five 
minutes. They alternate rounds 
of boxing and chess until some-
one wins. A player wins when 
one of two things happens: they 
score a knockout, or they check-
mate the other player. 
 This mix of sports does have 
a few additional rules besides 

the basic rules of chess and box-
ing. For instance, there is a 
chess clock, and if a player is 
stalling and stretching out the 
game, the official will start a 
countdown from ten. If the offi-
cial reaches zero and the player 
hasn’t moved, that player loses 
the match.  

Butler to leave Timberwolves? 

By Logan Payne 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 Jimmy Butler, an NBA All
-Star who plays for the Minne-
sota Timberwolves, has been 
in the news a lot lately.  
 Butler is a four time NBA 
All-Star and a Most Improved 
Player. He has become amaz-
ing since he joined the league, 
but his greatness does not 
come without faults.  
 Butler has an exceptional 
work ethic that helped him 
rise to the top. Because of this, 
he thinks everyone else on the 
team should be working as 
hard — if not harder — than 

him to get to his level of play so 
they can win an NBA champi-
onship.  
 The Timberwolves have two 
young players on their team 
with undeniable talent, but their 
work ethic is not very good. 
 Andrew Wiggins is statisti-
cally the worst defensive player 
in the game as of 2017, com-
pared to Jimmy Butler, who is a 
four-time NBA defensive team 
honoree.  
 Karl Anthony Towns is an 
up-and-coming center who has 
proved he has what it takes to be 
a star in this league. But he has 
the same problem. He has no 
motivation to become better 

than he already is. 
 Because of this, Jimmy 
Butler no longer wants to be 
part of the Timberwolves’ or-
ganization. 
 In October, Sports Illustrat-
ed quoted Butler screaming at 
his general manager, saying, 
“You (bleeping) need me! You 
can’t win without me.” Butler 
then proceeded to beat the 
starters with the bench players 
in a scrimmage.  
 It is clear that Jimmy But-
ler no longer wants to be on 
the Timberwolves’ team. We 
will have to watch and see how 
this conflict plays out during 
the remainder of the season.  

BLUHM AND CAGLE inspire others  

Bluhm and Cagle are young but have shown poise this basketball season. 
PHOTOS BY ABIGAIL JONES 

 Basketball season is under-
way, and after a terrific Cross 
Country season, all the players 
are together and working hard 
for the upcoming games.  
 There are many players that 
the Ravens and Lady Ravens 
will have to rely on this year, 
but there are a couple that have 
shown the ability to lead their 
team by example. Sophomore 
Jack Bluhm is primed for a ter-
rific year, and freshman Miran-

da Cagle is ready to prove her-
self at the Varsity level. 
 Jack Bluhm — Jack played 
a key role on last year’s team, 

and this season he has made the 
jump into the starting lineup. He 
is such a quick player, and he 
uses his changes of speed and 
excellence in the fast break to 
beat his defenders. He has im-
proved his shooting tremen-
dously, and his finishing around 
the rim has also made strides. 
The team needs Jack to perform 
well this season, and it is look-
ing like he will. Way to go, 
Jack! 
 Miranda Cagle — This is 
Miranda’s first year at the 
school, but she has already 
made her impact on the team. 
Her natural ability to lead has 
been demonstrated already, and 
her talent and potential is very 
promising. Miranda works hard 
every day and even plays on a 
club basketball team outside of 
school. She has high aspirations 
for basketball after high school, 
and Miranda is determined to do 
whatever it takes to be success-
ful now and in the future. Nice 
job, Miranda. 
 Check back next month to 
see who will be our next two 
featured student-athletes. 

 Chess boxing was invented 
by a Dutch performance artist 
named Iepe Rubingh. It was 
initially thought to be perfor-
mance art, but quickly turned 
into a fully developed competi-
tive sport.  
 The first chess boxing com-
petition took place in Berlin in 
2003. The sport is particularly 
popular in Germany, the United 
Kingdom, India and Russia.  
 The World Chess Boxing 
Association’s official site says 
their next event will be held on 
Dec. 8 in London, England. If 
you’re going to London for 
Christmas this year, you can see 
one of these competitions.  

 Most 
Valuable 

Players 
By Brady Heinig 

 

By Jack Bluhm 
 

odd 
Sports 
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The Crimson Tide’s fans are hoping for another national championship 

this year.                                           PHOTO: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS (PUBLIC DOMAIN)  

Tulsa Oilers:  
Watch these rookies  

By Jon Morley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

  
 The Tulsa Oilers’ season 
has begun, and they are off to 
a great start with some new 
players. Here are some of 
those who have joined the 
team this year.  
 One of this year’s rookies 
is Scott Moldenhauer. He is a 
defense man, and he is looking 
to help the Oilers make the 
playoffs for the first time since 
2013.  
 Another rookie is Terrance 
Amorosa. He is also a defense 
man and will be looking to 
compete along with the other 
Oilers rookies and veteran 
players to win the Kelley Cup 
this year. 
 Dylan Bredo is another of 
the good rookies this year, and 
he is playing his first year in 
ECHL with the Tulsa Oilers. 
Like Moldenhauer and Amo-

rosa, Bredo is a defense man 
and looking for a good season 
with the Oilers.  
 Ian McNulty is also in his 
first year with the team, and 
he is playing as a forward. 
McNulty is looking for his 
first goal as a Tulsa Oiler.  
 Scott Cuthrell is another 
forward who is playing his 
first year in the ECHL with 
the Oilers. He has had a good 
year so far and is looking to 
build on that.   
 While you are checking 
out these rookies, be sure to 
watch the veteran players as 
well. Adam Pleskach, Mike 
McKee, Devin Williams and 
others are looking to get called 
up to the AHL, and they will 
help the rookies play their best 
hockey.  
 Go watch these great 
ECHL prospects try to bring 
home a trophy for Tulsa. Go 
Oilers!  

OUR FIRST HOME BASKETBALL GAME will be on Tuesday, Nov. 20 against Dove. 

Varsity Girls play at 6:30 p.m., Varsity Boys play at 8:00 p.m.  



 

By Mason Malloy 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 It looks like the Grammy-
winning heavy metal band Slip-
knot will be back in 2019.   
 According to Loudwire, the 
band’s lead singer Corey Taylor 
“revealed he’s been working on 
lyrics to fresh Slipknot music,” 
and that a new album, not yet 
named, will “absolutely arrive 
in 2019.”  
 This is exciting for heavy 
metal fans, since the band has 
not produced an album since 
“The Gray Chapter” in 2014.  

 Slipknot is expected to tour 
in the summer of 2019 with the 
release of their new album.  
 According to Pitchfork, an 
online music magazine, Corey 
Taylor said, “The album is un-
derway, and it’s going to be one 
of the darkest chapters in Slip-
knot’s history; it’s that good.” 
He continued, “It’s complicat-
ed; it’s dark; it’s heavy; it’s 
melodic; it’s fierce; it’s angry; 
and it’s real.”  
  On Halloween, the band 
released a new single, “All Out 
Life,” as a teaser for their up-
coming album. The song gives 

Attention metal fans: Slipknot 
to release new album in 2019 

a classic Slipknot heavy riff and 
loud tone, which is a great way 
to appeal to Slipknot fans. The 
music video directed by the 
band’s Shawn “clown” Crahan 
gives an eerie effect to go along 
with the song. 
 When Slipknot is on tour, 
we hope they will play the BOK 
Center in Tulsa. Slipknot has 
not been to Tulsa since 2009 
when they were on tour for their 
“All Hope is Gone” album.  
 Therefore, stay tuned if you 
are a heavy metal fan. 2019 
might see the best album Slip-
knot has released.  
 Indian pop music 

becoming popular 
By Will Dozier 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

 
 In this decade, many differ-
ent countries have made music 
that has gained global appeal 
and acclaim.  
 For example, K-Pop 
(Korean pop music) has been a 
huge cultural phenomenon 
around the world, from Psy’s 
infamous “Gangnam Style,” 
with the first video to reach one 
billion views on YouTube, to 
acclaimed acts like BTS, which 
has been ranked the highest on 
the Billboard charts for much of 
this year. 
 However, while Korea and 
Japan have made their splash, 
Indian pop music has been 
growing at an even faster rate. 
 According to Billboard, In-
dian pop failed in the CD and 
digital download market. But 
with the introduction of stream-
ing, Indian pop has thrived in 
the country with the second 
largest smartphone market. 
 One of the powerhouses of 
bringing this content to the 
global spotlight via streaming is 
the YouTube channel T-Series, 
which uploads Indian music 

videos from many different mu-
sicians. This channel has slowly 
grown into one of the most pop-
ular channels on YouTube, and 
it is close to being No. 1. 
 Indian pop has already prov-
en that its cultural significance  
is not limited to India. Some 
songs fit into the Top 40 sound 
of the West today, with influ-
ences from EDM, tropical 
house, and electropop.  
 In addition, many Indian pop 
songs have had an influence on 
internet culture and memes. 
This includes Daler Mehndi’s 
banger, “Tunak Tunak Tun,” 
which gained notability for its 
memorable song structure, vocal 
passages, and the absurd and 
psychedelic visual presentation 
of its video, akin to the rise of 
popularity of “Gangnam Style.”  
 Indian pop is not constrained 
to the Top 40 sound that domi-
nates the U.S. charts. Under-
ground rock and metal is in-
creasing in popularity in India, 
according to metalinjection.net. 
 Indian pop has proved its 
versatility and appeals to many 
around the world. At its current 
rate of growth, it  may one day 
dominate the charts. 

 “My Hero One’s Justice” 
adds to the ever-extending list 
of 3D anime fighters with a 
smashing entrance. The T-
rated game follows a roster 
filled with many memorable 
and favorite characters. 
 The roster includes heroes 
and villains throughout the 
series. The gameplay mostly 
consists of stringing different 
moves together to form a com-
bo. Each character has a varie-

ty of different moves they can 
use, all based on their quirks. 
Each character’s quirk is like 
their superpower.  

This game is easy to pick up and play.                  SCREENSHOT BY NOAH HALL 

A smashing hit! Try this one  
 

GAME 
Night 

By Noah Hall 

 
Bradley Cooper and Lady Gaga star in this fourth version of the film.                                                        

PUBLICITY PHOTO: WARNER BROS. 

MOVIE REVIEW: ‘A STAR IS BORN’ 

 Of course, what would a 
3D fighter be without flashy 
super moves? In this game, 
those are referred to as “plus 
ultra attacks.” 
 But it is the visuals that 
really shine. The game uses 
3D models and cell shading 
that, while not new to the gen-
re, really pull the game togeth-
er with its source content. 
 The game also has a very 
nice story mode where you 
play through the story of the 
hero killer, final exam, forest 
training, and hideout raid arcs, 
in which you fight the battles 
that were in the show.  
 Overall, “My Hero One’s 
Justice” is a fantastic 3D 
anime fighter that does a great 
job of applying the characters 
and action seen in the show 
with great visuals and varying 
gameplay. I give it 4.5 ravens.  

By Logan Payne 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 I recently went to the thea-
ter to see the latest version of 
“A Star is Born.” This movie 
was extremely well put to-
gether. It amazed me how 
much I liked it.  
 Bradley Cooper and Lady 
Gaga were the two stars of the 
movie. They did a terrific job 
playing their roles. Cooper 
played a famous country sing-
er who struggles with alcohol 
and drug abuse, while Gaga 
played a lowlife with immense 
musical talent that blows away 
Cooper at first.  
  The movie had everything 
an Oscar-winning movie 
should have, and I won’t be 
surprised if Cooper and Gaga 
are nominated for some 
awards. What really blew me 

away was the music. I loved the 
soundtrack, and it helped that 
every song was sung by Cooper 
and/or Gaga.  
 The suspense created by 
Cooper’s character’s drinking 
had me wondering how that was 
going to turn out. I was not dis-
appointed.  

 The film exceeds expecta-
tions. I give it 4 out of 5 ra-
vens. Rated R. Check with 
your parents or guardian if you 
are underage. 

 “I don’t know, sir,” the head 
researcher stuttered, his jaw 
quivering in fear. 
 “How in the world do you 
not know?” the other man said. 
He was not as welcoming as his 
counterpart. The black military 
vest he wore, along with the 
sword on his left hip and the 
gun on his right, gave him the 
unmistakable look of authority. 
His eyes locked on the head 
researcher as he moved his hand 
to his right side.  
 “I said I don’t know, sir,” 
the researcher said, looking 
down at his feet.  
 The man in the suit made a 
pronouncement. “Let it be 
known that your failure has lost 
us billions of dollars, and many 
of the governments that support 
us are not happy. This may re-
flect on your … evaluations.”  
 He nodded toward the ar-
mored man. Then, as quickly as 
they had come in, the Adminis-
trator and the Swordsman 
walked out of the lab. 
 

… to be continued 

The Chase Experiment 
By Andrew Jordan 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 Previously … Chase es-
caped from his captors and was 
determined to get answers ...  

 The lab was eerily quiet 
without the hum of machines, 
the sound of a heart monitor 
showing signs of life, and the 
trickle of water flowing.   
 None of the researchers 
knew how the subject had es-
caped, but they knew they were 
in danger because of it. Sudden-
ly the metal sliding door opened 
with a screech, and two men 
stepped into the lab.  
 The researchers instantly 
knew who the two men were. 
Everyone at the foundation 
knew who they were. They were 
legend.  
 “So, how did he escape?” 
one of the men asked. He but-
toned his suit jacket as he look-
ed back up, his grey-riddled hair 
styled neatly out of his face.  

The lab researchers wondered where Chase went.   
ILLUSTRATION BY PENNY MUSICK 

creative fiction 
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REMEMBER the food drive 
Now through Nov. 30 



 

People are falling through ceilings  

 

By Shashwat Singh 
OPINIONS EDITOR 

 
 The 2018 midterm elec-
tions took place on Nov. 6, 
and although there were some 
surprises at the state level, 
national races followed pre-
dictions.  
 The numbers are still con-
tested in a few areas, but 
Democrats have taken control 
of the House of Representa-
tives. While Nancy Pelosi is 
the leading contender for  
Speaker of the House, a con-
tentious fight for the position 
is likely.  
 Mitch McConnell will 
retain his role as Senate Ma-
jority Leader, as Republicans 
have slightly expanded their 
previous 51-49 lead, accord-
ing to CNN.  
 This divided government 
could have some far-reaching 
effects, not just in the next two 
years, but the next ten or more 
as well.  
 The Democrats were able 
to picked up seven additional  
governor’s mansions and mul-
tiple state legislatures, both 
key parts of the 2020 redis-
tricting process that will deter-
mine the electorate for voting 
between 2022 and 2030, ac-
cording to Vox. 
 With their newfound pow-
ers, Democrats can now inves-

By Quinten Nokes 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Results of the midterm 
elections earlier this month 
gave Oklahomans some sur-
prises. 
 For one, Oklahoma’s 5th 
District (OKC) elected a Dem-
ocratic representative for the 
U.S. House for the first time 
since the 1970s.  
 The voting for governor 
was expected to be a tight 
race, but Tulsa businessman 
Kevin Stitt pulled out a win. 
He won in 74 of 77 counties, 
but Drew Edmondson won 
more than 40% of the vote by 
taking Oklahoma, Tulsa, and 
Cleveland counties. 
  “I think what you’re see-
ing is more than a Democrat 
vs. Republican thing. It’s a 
rural vs. urban divide,” said 
Cassi Peters, partner and own-
er of Skyfire Media, which 
provides campaign consulting 
services. 
 An analysis of the results 
across the board confirms this 
opinion. It is interesting to see 
the difference in voting in 
each area of the state.  
 I have heard many times 
that “Republicans always win 
in Oklahoma.”  
 Senior Brady Heinig be-
lieves that. “I expect the Re-
publicans to keep winning the 
elections,” he said. 
 That may be a pretty accu-
rate opinion, seeing as this has 
been happening in Oklahoma 
for a long time.  

tion happened a week before 
in Tennessee where a woman, 
also without pants, fell 
through the ceiling of a barbe-
que restaurant. The woman 
tried again and fell again be-
fore being taken in by police.  
 Also, in June, a woman 
who was presumably on drugs 
fell through the roof and into 
the kitchen of a Mexican res-
taurant in California. Accord-
ing to Fox News’ report, it 
wasn’t definite she was on 
drugs, although that could be 
a plausible explanation.   
 So yeah, everything is 
normal.  

 Wacky World is at a stand-
still. Nothing weird is happen-
ing. The weather is normal. 
Everything is normal. Even 
people falling through roofs is 
normal … apparently. 
 According to Fox News, a 
man fell through the roof of a 
Waffle House in Alabama a 
few days ago. The man 
claimed to have been locked 
in the restroom from the in-
side, so he broke the sink and 
toilet before finding his way 
through the ceiling into the 
roof.  
 This concerned the patrons 
who, under the impression that 

he was the maintenance guy, 
debated what to do until he 
came crashing down. For some 
unknown reason, he didn’t have 
pants on. The man fought some 
of the onlookers before he was 
able to escape. Police are pre-
paring warrants now. 
 Also on Fox, a similar situa-

 

By Shashwat Singh 
 

discourse 
civil 
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Republican Kevin Stitt, a Tulsa businessman, won a closely-watched 

race for governor.                                             PHOTO: STITTFORGOVERNOR.COM 

 

New projects in 
Industrial Arts 

By Brenden Paul 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Industrial Arts is a very 
popular elective at Riverfield. 
People enjoy it because it of-
fers fun projects to work on. 
 Industrial Arts began the 
school year by entering the 
Great Tulsa Raft Race with a 
custom raft. The class built it 
using large water barrels. 
Riverfield did very well in the 
event, as they do every year.  
 The class is on to new pro-
jects now. IA student Mason 
Malloy says one of their cur-
rent projects is “building a 
new fish tank stand.” Malloy 
says they are building it 
“because the other one is real-
ly old, very dusty, and it 
doesn’t match the wall. Plus, it 
is not stable.”  
 They are constructing the 
stand out of 2x4s and other 
cuts of wood. Malloy says 
they began work on it in late 
September with basic meas-
urements, then used the 

Google SketchUp program to 
help model 3D objects and try 
out ideas. They bought the 
wood from Lowe’s.   
 Malloy says the stand 
should be finished within the 
next two weeks.  
 The class is preparing to 
start personal projects, accord-
ing to their instructor, Mr. 
Wilson.  
 Wilson said, “the personal 
projects must be done individ-
ually or with a partner. The 
budget for each project is $10-
15. Students can spend addi-
tional money, but it must be 
approved by their parents and 
have an alternate source.” 
 He says the projects will 
be completed by the end of 
this quarter. They must be a 
creation with a purpose, and 
they must use Google Sketch-
Up designs. The entire project 
cannot be 3D printed. 
 It will be interesting to see 
what the IA students come up 
with and see their finished 
products before Winter Break.  

able to experience America 
firsthand, I realize that home is 
truly where the heart is. 
 Before I came, I thought 
being an exchange student, I 
might have trouble fitting in and 
making friends. But the River-
field community has welcomed 
me and made me feel like part 
of a family. 
 In conclusion, I believe 
America and Australia are both 
beautiful countries, and they 
both have factors that make 
them unique. I will miss this 
country, and this school, when I 
return to Australia in January.  

By Abigail Jones 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 America and Australia have 
a lot in common, but at the same 
time I can see many differences.  
 From a young age, I viewed 
America as a country that was 
scary. I came to that conclusion 
because of things I would see on 
television: mean girls, gun vio-
lence, and the simple fact of 
how big it was.  
 I’ve been an exchange stu-
dent here since August, so now I 
see what America is really like. 
I realize the way America was 
portrayed on television was 
wrong. America is really just a 
bigger version of Australia.  
 Growing up in Australia, 
you get used to seeing kanga-
roos everywhere you go. Sadly, 
Americans don't have the same 
privilege, but they are lucky 
enough to have squirrels cruis-
ing around everywhere they go.  
 The beaches in America 
could never compare to the 
beautiful golden beaches I’ve 
grown up with, though.  
 For so long, Australia was 
what I called home. It was all I 
knew. But now, having been 
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tigate Trump per their own 
means especially through the 
House Intelligence Committee, 
soon to be led by Representative 
Adam Schiff, according to the 
Washington Post.  
 These new investigations 
could bog down the administra-
tion and take away a lot of the 
president’s political power. They 
could also bring new legitimacy 
to the Mueller investigation. 
 In the Senate, however, Re-
publicans have already made the 
federal bench more conserva-
tive. They can do so at a much 
faster pace now that they lead by 
a few more seats and don’t need 
to rely on moderates such as 
Susan Collins, according to 
CNBC.  
 This could mean a more con-
servative shift in American poli-
tics, along with an easier path 
for a possible future conserva-
tive Supreme Court justice.  
 The governor’s races and 
state elections’ results are espe-
cially crucial, because they will 
decide the new districts after the 
2020 census, where gerryman-
dering is very likely. This is key 
in battleground states such as 
Florida, Ohio, and the Rust Belt, 
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where the President built his 
victory. 
 Ultimately, the 2018 mid-
term elections bode well for 
Democrats. But they should 
not get complacent, as Repub-
licans have found a winning 
strategy, especially in the Sen-
ate. With redistricting begin-
ning in 2021, the stakes have 
risen for the 2020 election. 


