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By Noah Hall 
GUEST CONTRIBUTOR 

 
 Riverfield Rock Band stu-
dents are once again getting a 
prime opportunity to demon-
strate their work and talent at 
Cain’s Ballroom.  
 Riverfield is booked for the 
entire day on Jan. 19 to show 
family friends and whoever 
wishes the talent and work our 
students have been putting forth 
with the best effort they can.   
 This will be a bittersweet 
occasion for the seniors who are 

performing, as they may well be 
playing their last concert at the 
renowned, historic venue.  
 These seniors are Olive 
Blackmon, Charlotte Bum-
garner, Sam Butler, Angel 
Fields, John Goodenberger, Dai-
sy Kimbrel, Anika Moore, Karli 
Pool, and Sydney Sowell.  
 The event will include all 
bands from the Middle and Up-
per Schools. Tickets are $15, 
and all ages are welcome. Doors 
open at 6 p.m., and the bands 
begin at 7 p.m. Come support 
your friends!  

Bands get ready to rock the Cain’s Ballroom 

on this special night.”  
 The Homecoming Court will be presented at 6 p.m. in the 
Blue Gym. The Varsity Boys’ game will follow at 6:30 p.m., 
and the Varsity Girls’ game will start at 8 p.m. Both Riverfield 
teams are in good positions to win their games.  
 The players need everybody’s support, so it will make a 
great difference if you show up for the games. 
 Tomorrow evening at 7 p.m., the “Winter Wonderland” 
Homecoming Dance will be held in the Learning Center to 
wrap up the week’s events. Dress is semi-formal, and there 
will be snacks and drinks provided. This is one of the few 
dances a year that the Upper School hosts, so it is expected to 
be a great time. 
 Thank you for your participation this week. Go Ravens! 

By Brady Heinig 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 

R 
avens past and present will come together 
tonight to celebrate one of Riverfield’s biggest 
events of the year.  
      Homecoming always has a special energy 
surrounding it, and this year is no different. 

The spirit shown by the students this week has been incredible, 
and hopefully that same energy will be brought to the games 
against South Coffeyville tonight.  
 Quinten Nokes, a starter on the Varsity Boys team, said, 
“The support of the fans helps us as players immensely, and I 
am very excited to play in front of the Riverfield community 

Both the Varsity Boys and Varsity Girls teams are in good form for tonight’s games.                                                         PHOTOS BY BRADEN BATES 

 

homecoming is tonight! 
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By Andrew Jordan 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 The South China Sea has 
been one of the most hotly con-
tested places on this planet for a 
few years now. Many players 
have tried to claim the Sea and 
all of its natural resources.  
 Everyone in the region lays 
claim to at least some of the 
water. By international law, a 
country’s territorial waters are 
12 nautical miles (13.8 miles) 
off its coast.  
 The problem in the South 
China Sea, however, is that all 
of the countries that border it 
are so close in proximity that 
their territories overlap one an-
other.  
 Most of the countries have 
been arguing over this for a long 
time, 
 However, one major player 
in the area has been claiming 
way too much of the sea. To be 
specific, the entire sea. That 
player is China.  
 China has been claiming the 
entire sea for years now, and 
they have come up with some 
ingenious arguments. For one, 
they have been dumping large 
amounts of sand and gravel onto 
reefs in the South China Sea and 
effectively building manmade 
islands.  
 Originally, the Chinese gov-
ernment said they would not put 
weapons systems or military 
bases on these islands, but later 
they went back on their word 
and have militarized all of their 
islands.  
 The Chinese navy has been 
using bases they’ve built on 
these islands to bully smaller 
nations in the area into submit-
ting to their claims.  
 However, the United States 
has many military assets in the 
area, and it has been running 
operations in the area to show 
China that its threats will not go 
unnoticed.  
 U.S. Navy destroyers have 
been sailing past these 
manmade islands, giving a show 
of force and demonstrating to 
not only the smaller and weaker 
countries, but China as well, 
that the U.S. will not be bullied.  

China’s 

manmade 

islands 
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National Hockey League update 
By Jon Morley 

SPORTS EDITOR 

  
 NHL season has started, and 
a lot of teams are trying to get 
the new hockey season off to a 
great start. Here are some of the 
teams that are playing well so 
far this season.  
 The Nashville Predators are 
off to a strong start with a rec-
ord of 20-10. That’s the best 
record in the NHL right now,  
which is not surprising because 
the Predators have always been 

good in the past.  
 The second best record in 
the NHL is held by the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. Their 21-9 record 
is surprising! I never thought the 
Maple Leafs would be this 
good. 
 Now let’s head over to the 
Eastern League, starting with 
the Tampa Bay Lightning. They 
have a current record of 24-7, 
and that is not surprising at all 
because the Lightning have been 
a really good team in the past. I 
expect them to be a really good 

team again this year.   
 The Columbus Blue Jackets 
have a record of 16-12 now. But 
I think they will have a strong 
year of hockey because they are 
playing well.   
 So that’s it. Go watch some 
other teams as well, such as the 
Chicago Blackhawks, the St. 
Louis Blues, or the Colorado 
Avalanche.  
 Let’s see if they can have a 
good year, and maybe one of 
these will win the Stanley Cup 
this summer.  

 The next session of the U.S. 
Congress will begin in January, 
and with it will come new con-
gressional members.  
 Most notably, the Republi-
cans have slightly expanded 
their majority in the Senate, 
while Democrats have taken 
back the House of Representa-
tives for the first time since the 
2010 midterm elections. 
 But before the GOP loses its 
federal trifecta, they have power 
for the rest of 2018, during 
which they can pass legislation 
and work out deals with the 
president which will be impossi-
ble for them during the rest of 
Trump’s four-year term.  
 According to the Houston 
Chronicle, this month will be 
the last chance Republicans will 
have of funding President 
Trump’s promised border wall. 
 With Congress being split 
between parties, getting a bipar-
tisan funding bill will be much 
tougher, especially because of 
immigration. Immigration is a 
divisive issue between liberals 
and conservatives across the 
nation, and especially in the 
government.  
 One piece of legislation like-
ly to pass before the end of 
2018 is the much-anticipated 
farm bill, a bipartisan effort in 
the Senate that has stalled in the 
House but has seen compromise 
on both sides.  

 According to NPR, there is 
contention over whether to de-
crease funding for food stamps 
or allow it to remain the same. 
Republicans must act now if 
they want to get anything done, 
as the previous bill expired in 
September. 
 The GOP has not been able 
to accomplish their goal of con-
firming more federal judges this 
session because of retiring Sen-
ator Jeff Flake’s refusal to con-
firm any nominees until a bill 
protecting special counsel Rob-
ert Mueller is passed, according 
to Fortune. This won’t be an 
issue after the new congress 
comes in session, because Re-
publicans have extended their 
majority by two.  
 The new Congress will have 
many issues to resolve, but be-
fore then, the current legislative 
body will be busy until the end 
of the year. Even though the 
government has been dogged by 
intense partisanship, recent bi-
partisan negotiations are a posi-
tive step for both parties. 

Lame duck session of 
Congress underway  

By Logan Payne 
NEWS EDITOR 

 
 On Oct. 27, 11 people were 
killed and seven others were 
injured in a shooting at the Tree 
of Life Synagogue in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania.  
 This synagogue was a well 
known community of faith in 
America. The shooting was an 
act of anti-Semitism by Robert 
Bowers, who thought Donald 
Trump should be kicking Jewish 
people out of America.  
 Bowers was outraged on 
Twitter that Trump was not do-
ing something about this, and he 
decided to take matters into his 
own hands.  
 According to the New York 
Times, Bower tweeted at 9:49 
a.m., 11 minutes before he be-
gan shooting, “I can’t sit by and 
watch my people get slaugh-
tered, s**** your optics I’m 
going in.”  
 He then proceeded to walk 
into the synagogue during 
morning services and open fire.  
 This is a national tragedy. It 

Shooting at Jewish 
synagogue kills 11 

OPINIONS / SPORTS  2 
THE COMMONS                                                                                                                                                                                 Friday, December 14, 2018                 

 

 

By Shashwat Singh 
 

discourse 
civil 

Thanks to everyone who participated in last 

month’s food drive benefitting the Community 

Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma. The total num-

ber of items donated was 1,744, and the monetary 

total was $1,240.49. The Senior Class won the  

Upper School competition for the most donations. 

It’s playoff prediction time! 

Todd Gurley II, the L.A. Rams’ running back, is having a great year. 
PHOTO: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS (PUBLIC DOMAIN) 

By Jack Bluhm 
STAFF WRITER 

  
 The 2018-19 NFL season 
started in late August, and it 
has been the season of high-
powered offenses.  
 The Los Angeles Rams, 
This year, the Los Angeles 
Rams’ offense is one of the 
best. Their quarterback, Jared 
Goff, is a graduate from Cal, 
and their MVP-race running 
back, Todd Gurley II, graduat-
ed from Georgia. 
 The New Orleans Saints 
are another team in the NFC, 
and they are also one of the 
best in the league. They beat 
the Rams in Week 9. Their 
veteran quarterback is Drew 
Brees, and their second-year 
running back is Alvin Kamara. 
That’s one of the best back-to-
quarterback duos. Imagine that 
and add one of the best wide 
receivers in the game at this 
time, Michael Thomas. 
 This trio is one of the best 
in the game, definitely in the 
running for a Super Bowl win.  

 The Patriots are always a 
good veteran team with a great 
quarterback and great wideout 
targets.  
 The Kansas City Chiefs are 
one the hottest teams in football 

right now with their second 
year quarterback and running 
back. Patrick Mahomes and 
Kareem Hunt are some of the 
best in their respective posi-
tions. 

Carson and Blackmon are standouts 
 With the first few games 
out of the way, both basketball 
teams are finally starting to get 
a feel for each other. They are 
off to slow starts, but there is 
plenty of season left for both 
teams to right the ship.  
 The Varsity Boys team has 
a lot of young players, and 
freshman James Carson has 
separated himself from the 
pack. Senior Olive Blackmon 

is leading the Varsity Girls team 
to the best of her abilities, and 
her last year of basketball has 
started out strong. 
 James Carson — James has 
shown his desire to leave every-
thing on the court, and his hustle 
and constant effort have earned 
him a spot in the rotation. He 
has demonstrated an ability to 
knock down midrange shots, 
and his finishing ability im-
proved tremendously over the 
course of the preseason. Way to 
go, James! 
 Olive Blackmon — Olive 
has added a new aspect to her 
game every year, and this year 
her 3-point shooting has really 
improved. She says she is look-

ing forward to seeing the team 
grow on and off the court, and 
her leadership could really 
make a difference in helping 
the girls to a conference cham-
pionship. Nice job, Olive! 
 Make sure to check the 
upcoming issue in January to 
see who the next featured ath-
letes will be. 

 Most 
Valuable 

Players 
By Brady Heinig 

PHOTOS OF JAMES CARSON AND  

OLIVE BLACKMON BY JACK BLUHM 

shows the worst side of our so-
ciety; that some people believe 
violence is the only way to 
solve a conflict with another 
race, religion, or people with 
different beliefs.  
 Law enforcement that ar-
rived at the scene said this was 
one of the worst crime scenes 
they had ever seen.  
 
 

  
 Robert Bowers now faces 29 
counts, including 11 counts of 
homicide, 6 counts of aggravat-
ed assault and 13 counts of eth-
nic intimidation. 
 Prayers go out to the friends 
and families of the people that 
lost their lives in this senseless 
killing.  

“ It shows the worst  
Side of our society …  

that some people believe  
violence is the only way 

to solve a conflict ... 



 

 

Music review:  

Logan’s ‘obsession’ 

By Andrew Jordan 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 The Harry Potter book and 
movie franchises have been one 
of the most successful series in 
history. With seven books and a 
movie to match each, many of 
us have grown up with this se-
ries.  
 Recently, author J.K. Rowl-
ing has released new movies, 
following the adventures of one 
particular wizard character, 
Newt Scamander (played by 
Eddie Redmayne) before the 
time of the original seven-book 
series.  
 The first was an interesting 
movie that was a decent film, 
with a healthy mix of humor 
and action. These are things the 
original movies did very well.  
 The second movie was 
hyped, and I was honestly very 
excited to see how well the sec-
ond movie in the new series 
would turn out. Honestly, it let 
me down.  

 I came into the theater ex-
pecting excitement, and what I 
got wasn’t that. The plotline was 
very plain, with so much infor-
mation that I didn’t believe was 
important to the movie itself.  
 Perhaps the movie was try-
ing to answer questions the orig-
inal movies didn’t really answer. 
But it just left me with more 
questions than answers. Honest-
ly, this series doesn’t have that 
many big questions left to an-
swer.  
 “Crimes of Grindelwald” 
contained so many boring parts 
that it was a stark comparison to 
the first “Fantastic Beasts.” It 
still had some good action and 
some new questions to possibly 
answer in the next movie. But 
until then, I won’t get my hopes 
up.  
 Overall, I give this movie 2 
and a half ravens out of 5. 

 

By Shashwat Singh 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Riverfield’s own Logan 
Basden, a local musical artist, 
released a new EP titled 
“Obsession” on Oct. 25. The 
extended play features five 
tracks, all of which are origi-
nal work produced, mixed, 
and mastered by a Riverfield 
teacher, Mr. Paul Knight.  
 Basden entered the music 
world in 2016 with the release 
of his first album, “Broken 
Puzzle Pieces,” which fea-
tured 11 tracks but was later 
deleted from all digital music 
platforms. The lyrics and mu-
sic on his new EP are certain-
ly improved from “Broken 
Puzzle Pieces.” 
 The “Obsession” album 
begins with “Lately,” which 
features an interesting combi-
nation of auto tune and stereo 
shift effects near the end of 
the track.  
 The next song, “Still,” (re-
leased earlier this year as a 
single) is much higher-tempo 
than the other songs.  
 “Would You Ever” high-
lights the artist’s voice, with 
Basden reaching multiple 

octaves.  
 “Skeleton Bones” has 
many instrumental effects, 
making it one of the less lyric-
heavy tracks.  
 “Obvious” is probably the 
best song on the EP. It has a 
good tempo, and it has the 
effect of an upbeat song while 
also slowing down at times to 
allow the listener to connect to 
the music. 
 The lyrics in Basden’s mu-
sic are surprisingly mature, yet 
enjoyable. He frequently men-
tions metaphorical concepts 
that are typically heard in the 
songs of much older artists. 
 Although still in high 
school, Logan Basden has be-
gun to carve a niche in the 
music world with his R&B 
music. At this rate of improve-
ment, he is sure to be success-
ful in the future.  
 His new EP, which I give 4 
out of 5 ravens, is available on 
most popular streaming ser-
vices such as Spotify and Ap-
ple Music, and it can also be 
purchased on iTunes. 

Basden released “Obsession” in October.            PHOTO BY DERRICK WEBER 

MOVIE REVIEW: 
‘Fantastic Beasts: The 

Crimes of Grindelwald’ 
 Throughout the past few 
years, Tulsa has become a 
hotspot for start-up restau-
rants. Many of these dining 
spots have a retro vibe about 
them while also keeping many 
modern touches throughout.  
 Society Burger is no ex-
ception, and this new restau-
rant has been a hit ever since it 
opened this summer. 
 I had the opportunity to eat 
at Society recently, and I was 
thoroughly impressed, not 
only with the industrial design 
of the restaurant, but most 
importantly, I was amazed by 
the quality of the food.  
 There are obviously burg-
ers, but the menu also has sal-
ads and sandwiches for every-
one. The presentation of each 
dish was appetizing, and the 
hamburgers were delicious. 
 My favorite part of the 
meal was the milkshakes. 
They were unbelievably good, 
and there were many flavors 
to choose from.  
 Society Burger is a branch 
of Tulsa-based Rib Crib. Fel-
low Tulsan Garrett Mills was 
tasked with the project of 
starting a burger joint on 
Cherry Street. The end prod-

uct is beautiful, with an aestheti-
cally pleasing layout and an 
interesting modern concept. It 
attracts a casual crowd. Both 

indoor and outdoor seating are 
available. 
 The pricing is reasonable 
for the quantity of food you 
receive, and you definitely 
walk out of the restaurant full 
and satisfied. 
 I give Society Burger 4 out 
of 5 ravens.   

Society is located just behind Hideaway Pizza on Cherry Street, where 

Quizno’s was formerly located.                       PHOTO COURTESY HEINIG FAMILY 

Music REVIEW: ‘simulation theory’ 
By Jack Jones  

STAFF WRITER 

 
 Over time, Muse has been 
regarded as one of the greatest 
rock bands that is still actively 
releasing music. Their most 
successful album, “Origin of 
Symmetry,” was released in 
2001, and set the stage for fu-
ture rock-style albums.  
 However, the genre of the 
band has greatly shifted since 
then. Their newest album, 
“Simulation Theory,” features a 
completely new type of music, 
shifted towards a much more 
electronic feel, with synthesia 

being the dominating instrumen-
tal. 
 “Simulation Theory” was 
released on Sept. 9, and it fea-
tures 11 base tracks. However, 
the deluxe version features an 
alternate version of every song 
on the album, with acoustic, 
live, and remixed versions of the 
original tracks. This makes the 
total length of the album one 
hour and 19 minutes. 
 I was fortunate to have the 
time to listen through the album 
on release day, and I found it to 
be an incredibly enjoyable expe-
rience. It’s definitely the best 
album Muse has made in quite 

awhile.  
 Two of my favorite selec-
tions from the album were 
“Break it to Me” and “Dig 
Down.” There were also some 
much less enjoyable tracks, such 
as my least favorite, “Get Up 
and Fight,” which felt extremely 
low-effort. 
 All in all, the album was 
very good. It was very experi-
mental, but it was executed very 
well. I would give “Simulation 
Theory” 4.5 ravens out of 5. 

A great addition to cherry street 

 

By Brady Heinig 

A TASTE 
OF TULSA 

NETFLIX REVIEW:  ‘Evangelion’ 
By Will Dozier  

STAFF WRITER 

 
 Netflix has taken Twitter by 
storm recently by announcing 
that the cult classic anime, 
“Neon Genesis Evangelion,” 
will be available on their plat-
form.  
 Even though the series is 
from the mid-’90s and the West 
previously had no legal means 
of watching other than hundred-
dollar DVD sets, it may be the 
most heavily debated show in 
its medium, both in Japan and 
in the West. 
 The series revolves around 
the protagonist, Shinji Ikari, 
who has just entered adoles-
cence in an eerie, post-
apocalyptic world stuck in an 
eternal summer when most of 
the population has died.  

 In the first six episodes, 
Shinji is to pilot a mecha (giant 
robot) against mysterious crea-
tures known as the “angels.”  
 The premise is akin to the 
overly-bombastic and unrealistic 
sci-fi the film market has overly
-saturated since the ’80s. But the 
show demonstrates its appeal by 
displaying a complex psycho-
logical drama in these six epi-
sodes with its use of subtle fore-
shadowing and backdrop of 
characters.  
 However, the episodes that 
follow then shift into a character 
study that covers an array of 
intense emotions and artistic 
influences. These themes are 
mostly based on the headspace 
and experiences of the director/
creator, Hideaki Anno.  
 Admittedly, it can be a bit 
heavy-handed and depressive 

for the unprepared.  
 However, for people who 
can manage to sit through the 
depressive aspects, the catharsis 
presented in the feature-length 
film ending, “The End of Evan-
gelion,” will make the experi-
ence worth it. 
 Overall, this show has be-
come one of the most famous 
cultural phenomena in its coun-
try of origin, Japan. It has in-
spired the more complex and 
psychological anime the west is 
familiar with today, like “Cow-
boy Bebop,” “Death Note,” and 
“Fullmetal Alchemist.”  
 This series will be on Netflix 
this spring. I give it 5 ravens out 
of 5. 

REVIEWS                         3 
THE COMMONS                                                                                                                                                                                  

SUPPORT RIVERFIELD AT THE NEXT DINE & DONATE EVENT on 
Tuesday, Dec. 18 at Taziki’s (both locations) …  

Friday, December 14, 2018                 



By Brenden Paul 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Winter Break is soon upon 
us. One popular winter activity 
for most RCDS students is go-
ing to the local theater to see a 
new movie. So I decided to 
make a list of some of the most 
anticipated winter movies.  
 
 AQUAMAN — Arthur Cur-
ry (Jason Momoa) finds out he 
is the set to become the king of 
underwater Atlantis. He must 
quickly take control and lead the 
citizens and become a world 
hero. Action-Adventure, Rated 
PG-13, Releases: Dec. 20 
 BUMBLEBEE — In the 
1980s, an autobot named Bum-
blebee (voiced by Dylan O’Bri-
en) finds protection in a junk-
yard by the beach. Charlie 
(Hailee Steinfeld), a teenager 
trying to make her way in the 
world, finds Bumblebee in the 
junkyard. Action-Adventure, 
Rated PG-13, Releases: Dec. 20 
 HOLMES AND WATSON 
— This is a comedic take on the 
classic Sherlock Holmes mys-
teries starring the hilarious com-
bination of Will Farrell as Sher-
lock Holmes and John C. Reilly 
as Watson, reunited again from 

past movies like “Talladega 
Nights” and “Step Brothers.”   
Comedy-Adventure, Rated PG-
13. Releases: Dec. 21  
 VICE — This film explores 
the untold and unheard story of 
Dick Cheney, the vice president 
for George W. Bush, who is 
given a large amount of power 
and completely reshapes the 
U.S. government with methods 
we still use today. Biography,  
Rated R (DISCLAIMER: IF 
YOU ARE UNDER 17, SEE 
THIS FILM WITH A PARENT 
OR GUARDIAN), Releases: 
Dec. 25 
 ESCAPE ROOM — Six 
strangers encounter intense cir-
cumstances while locked togeth-
er in an escape room. They must 
work together and use all of 
their combined knowledge to 
escape and survive. Stars Debo-
rah Ann Woll, Tyler Labine, 
and Taylor Russell. Mystery, 
Rated PG-13, Releases: Jan. 4 
 
 These are my top picks for 
Winter Break movies. They are 
all expected to make big bucks 
at the box office, so they will be 
very popular. Here’s hoping you 
can make it out to one or two of 
these films before they are re-
leased on DVD.  

Holiday movies arrive 

Jason Momoa stars as the latest Warner Bros. superhero. 
PUBLICITY PHOTO: WARNER BROS. 

 

By Mason Malloy 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Attention, anglers! Bass 
and Catfish season is winding 
down, and Trout season is 
beginning. You may run into 
the problem of buying a new, 
lighter rod and reel compared 
to your bass rods.   
 There are many factors in 
play when buying a new rod 
and reel combo, such as price, 
performance, and quality.  
 I have found the best rod 
and reel for your money, and it 
works phenomenally for Trout 
season: the Pflueger Trion 
Rod and Reel combo, light 
setup for trout.  
 The rod is a 6’6” light ac-
tion rod, which is a great rod 
when fighting the trout yet 
sensitive enough to detect 
bites.  
 The reel is a Pflueger Tri-
on 20b model spinning reel 

and is compatible with 4, 6, 
and 8 pound test line. I would 
recommend 4 to 6 pound line 
on this setup, because the trout 
can often see your line if it is 
any heavier.  
 The reel is made of ano-
dized aluminum, and it is the 
perfect weight for handling. 
The drag has many different 
settings up to a maximum of 
10 lbs. This allows you to find 
the perfect drag setting for 
getting the maximum fight 
when handling the trout.  
 One fantastic thing about 
this setup is that it is cheap but 
high quality. This combo re-
tails for around $49.95. That is 
fairly cheap for Pflueger, be-
cause they make high quality 
rods and reels, but they usual-
ly come at a higher price.  
 Overall, this rod and reel is 
a great choice for anyone who 
wants to bait fish for trout this 
winter. 

Winter trout season 
more fun with new 
rod & reel combo 

On November 20, Upper School students gathered in the cafeteria for their annual Thanksgiving Potluck. 

Dozens of casseroles, meats, side dishes and desserts were consumed. A few Riverfield alumni even stopped 

by to join the celebration!                                                                                    PHOTOS COURTESY YEARBOOK STAFF 

By Logan Payne 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 First Semester Finals 
Week is coming up fast. Here 
are some tips that can help 
freshmen and other students  
have an easier time studying 
for their finals.  
 Finals Week and the 
weeks leading up to it can be 
very stressful. Some kids are 
trying to achieve the grade 
they wanted before the semes-
ter is over. They have already 
begun to study for their finals. 
 The first tip is: Ask Your 
Teacher Any Unanswered 

Questions You Aren’t Sure 
About. This will help you gain a 
better understanding of the 
things you need to study over 
the next week.  
 This leads straight into tip 
number two, which is: Start 
Studying EARLY! This is one 
of the best tips, because you 
won’t have to stress on the week 
of finals and cram so many 
study guides into one or two 
nights before Wednesday.  
 The next tip is: Make Your 
Own Study Guide. Don’t waste 
your time reviewing things you 
already understand. Focus on 
the things that you still aren’t 

quite understanding. This will 
help immensely on time man-
agement of all your study 
guides.  
 Next, plan now to Go To 
Any Study Reviews Your 
Teacher Offers. You will not 
regret this, because no one is 
going to help more than the 
person who is writing the test.  
 The last tip is the easiest: 
Make Sure You Rest And 
Take Breaks. It’s not going to 
help if you are staying up all 
night and day, straining your-
self to retain information.  
 Best of luck with finals 
next week! 

Tips on preparing for finals 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS ... 
See YOU IN JANUARY! 

 

Is new mexico part of the usa? 
 Earlier this year, a couple 
was causing everyone in line at 
a marriage bureau in DC to be 
held up. The engaged couple 
was told they couldn’t use in-
ternational driver’s licenses 
and were told they needed 
proof of residence.  
 The problem? The couple 
lived in New Mexico, and no-
body could figure out if it was 
a state.  
 The would-be groom, 
Gavin Clarkson, was compli-
mented on his English. He was 
born in the U.S. as a legal 
member of the Choctaw Na-
tion. His bride-to-be was a 
U.S. citizen who emigrated 
from Argentina. The issue over 
their citizenship dragged on 
for 20 minutes. 
 This New Mexico mix-up 
is hardly a one-time issue. This 
was far from the first time this 
ghost state has been found so 
hard to comprehend.  
 There is a monthly column 
in one New Mexico publica-

 

By Ava Fritts 

Wacky 
WORLD 

 
“We all make mistakes. But 
how did it take 20 minutes to 
get this resolved? I mean, I’m 
not a marriage license clerk, 
but I feel like all you’d need to 
do is google if New Mexico 
was a state or not. But even 
before that, I feel like anyone 
who went through the Ameri-
can school system should at 
least know the difference be-
tween what is and isn’t a state. 
I mean, if you were asked to 
name all 50 in a row, that 
would be hard. But if someone 
asked you if a certain state 
was one, I believe it would be 
easy to identify. Either way, 
I’m glad that it all got worked 
out in the end. It certainly is 
strange how the most common 
of knowledge can sometimes 
remain unknown to the public, 
whether out of ignorance or 
other factors.”  
 This is a problem that 
shouldn’t even exist. But it 
does. Well, at least the people 
in line were laughing. 

tion titled “One of Our States Is 
Missing,” which has been run-
ning since at least 2014. In an 
NPR interview, the editor of 
that column revealed that he 
receives about 50 to 100 sub-
missions a month.  
 He gets stories such as mail 
being paid for with international 
postage, banks asking if they are 
required to convert to pesos, and 
even citizens being unable to 
access things available to the 
average person dealing with the 
government just because their 
state happens to have the word 
“Mexico” in it.  
 Riverfield student Ethan 
Shaw gave his own thoughts.  

— A Spirit of Thanksgiving —  


