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ers hockey team. ñI will be working with game operations and 
other little stuff they need me to do.ò When asked why he 
chose them, he replied,ò Mostly because I have connections to 
the team.ò  
 Andrew Jordan is excited. ñI will be at the Tulsa Police 
Academy, where I will be working with the Police Captain. I 
have been told I will be working at the range.ò   
 Jack Bluhm said, ñI will be working with a physical thera-
pist, because I want to be (one) when Iôm older.ò  
 From those three comments, it is clear that the juniors are 
relatively confident about what they will be doing, and most of 
them are taking this opportunity to see a field up close that 
they want to work in.  

By Mason Malloy 
STAFF WRITER 

 

T  
his is the second year that the junior internship 
program has been implemented at the RCDS 
Upper School. This yearôs juniors will spend 
next week, Jan. 27-31, sampling what it will be 
like to work in various fields.  

 The program allows students to work in a field they are 
interested in. It allows them to widen their view and truly see 
what they might want to do in their future life. It also allows 
them to get work experience to put on their college resume. 
 Brenden Paul said he will be interning with the Tulsa Oil-

Juniors Mason Malloy and Ethan Howard will spend next week as interns at Oxley Nature Center.                                
PHOTOS: OXLEYNATURECENTER.ORG, THOMAS AMES and MASON MALLOY 

 

Junior Internships next week 

By Brenden Paul 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 The Riverfield Academic 
Bowl season is in full swing, 
and Riverfield is on the hunt for 
their second consecutive OS-
SAA State Championship. 
 So far this year, RCDS has 
participated in Academic Elite 
Conference (AEC) play, OS-
SAA play, National Academic 
Quiz Tournaments (NAQT) 
play, and the Annual Stigler 
Brain Bowl tournament. 
 To begin the season, RCDS 

finished first and second in the 
AEC. This was RCDSô third 
consecutive first place finish, 
but the first time ever winning 
both first and second places. 
 As of this writing (1/20), in 
OSSAA play, RCDS has fin-
ished as District Champion, 
Regional Champion and Area 
Champion, winning their Area 
tournament just last week in 
Drummond.  
 At the Stigler Brain Bowl 
tournament, RCDS entered both 
a Varsity and a Junior Varsity 
squad. For the second consecu-

tive year, both teams took home 
first place against some very 
tough competition.   
 Lastly, in NAQT play, 
RCDS entered two teams in the 
annual L. L. Lewis Cup tourna-
ment in Stillwater, which serves 
as a NAQT Nationals qualifying 
tournament. RCDS not only 
qualified for Small School Na-
tionals in Chicago for the third 
straight year, but they also qual-
ified for High School Nationals 
in Atlanta for the first time in 
school history.  
 Coming up for the squad is 

Academic Bowlõs season in review 

 

OSSAA State in El Reno on 
Feb. 8.  
 Also, the squad has a NAQT 
qualifying tournament in Bro-
ken Arrow in late February, 
where they will continue to prep 
for the National Tournament. 
  Other than the possibility of 
another NAQT qualifier in 
March, all roads after State will 
lead to Nationals.  
 It is currently undecided 
whether the team will accept the 
invitation to Atlanta or go back 
to Small School Nationals in 
Chicago.  
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By Will Dozier 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 On Feb. 3, Iowaôs Demo-
cratic voters will gather at vari-
ous precincts in the state to cau-
cus for a Democratic candidate 
for the 2020 general election, 
setting a precedent for the rest 
of the 2020 Democratic prima-
ries. 
 According to Politico, Iowa 
democrats will gather in 
schools, churches, and commu-
nity centers across the state to 
determine Iowaôs early vote for 
the democratic primary.  
 At each location, voting will 
begin by having voters gather in 
groups based on which candi-
date, or no candidate, the voters 
support. The process continues 
with debate until the location 
limits the vote to candidates 
with more than 15% and then 
does a final headcount. 
 Using the data, Iowaôs Dem-
ocratic party calculates the num-
ber of state delegate equivalents 
given to each candidate, and 
whoever has the most wins the 
state. 
 According to the Des 
Moines Register, the Iowa cau-
cus has significantly predicted 
or influenced primary elections 
in the past.  
 For example, the only time a 
candidate ranked below the top 
three to get a partyôs nomination 
was John McCain in 2008 for 
the Republican party. Addition-
ally, Barack Obama got first in 
Iowa in 2008, seeing a boost in 
national polls soon after.  
 According to FiveThir-
tyEight, as of Jan. 17, Bernie 
Sandersô polling average is 
barely leading at 20.1%, fol-
lowed by Joe Biden at 19.5%, 
Pete Buttigieg at 16.8%, and 
Elizabeth Warren at 15.2%. 
With such close margins, Dem-
ocrats will have to wait and see 
how the caucuses play out. 

Coming up: 
caucuses 
in Iowa  

Online: riverfield.org/community/studentnewspapers.cfm 

Oklahoma primaries 
will be held on  
super Tuesday,  

march 3 
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GANNON and ABIGAIL Shine on the court 
 In this seventh issue of the 
year, we have two more stand-
out athletes. Both of these 
juniors are standout players on 
their teams. Both are leaders 
on and off the court. 
 Abigail Pope ð As one of 
the few returning players, she 
has been working hard since 
her freshman year, putting in 
the work in the off-seasons 
and working to perfect her 
game. She has played a key 
role for her team this year and 

makes everyone around her a 
better player.  
 Her team captain, Hannah 
Grenier, says, ñAbigail is al-
ways trying to lift her team-
mates up and is always willing 
to rebound for her teammates. 
She also provides the flame and 
spark needed on the court to get 
her team fired up.ò 
 Gannon Alden ð Gannon 
is a returning player from last 
yearôs conference winning team. 
He was one of the starters for 
the team and a key rebounder. 
 Caden Kesselring, sopho-
more point guard, describes his 
fellow teammate as ñhungry, 
tenacious, and persistent.ò  
 Gannon doesnôt give up until 
he has completed his task. He 
loves to rebound, and he loves 
to be in the gym where he tries 

NHL All -Star Weekend is here!  
By Jon Morley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 The National Hockey 
Leagueôs All-Star Weekend is 
here, and the game will be 
played in St. Louis at the Enter-
prise Center, home of the 2019 
Stanley Cup champion St. Louis 
Blues. 
 Two major events are the 
Skills Competition tonight at 7 
p.m. and the game itself, sched-
uled for 7 p.m. Saturday.  
 These events are typically 
packed, so unless you bought 
tickets earlier, your best bet to 

watch the Skills Competition 
will be on the NBC Sports Net-
work. It will be broadcast live 
tonight. Specifics on the compe-
titions can be found online at 
nhl.com. 
 The biggest draw will be the 
All-Star game itself. Stars will 
include Craig Berube, who will 
serve as Head Coach of the Cen-
tral Division, and players Jordan 
Binnington, Ryan O'Reil-
ly, David Perron, and Alex Pie-
trangelo, among others. 
 ñItôs pretty exciting,ò Bin-
nington said of being selected 
for his first NHL All-Star Game. 

ñWeôll have a lot of fans on our 
side. It should be a lot of fun.ò 
 ñThe best part is those 3-on-3 
games, and you see the amount 
of skill thatôs there, the plays, 
the saves guys are making,ò 
O'Reilly said. ñYouôre seeing 
elite players all around the 
League. Itôs cool to watch that 
go down. I know here, the ex-
citement around it, it will be nice 
to show the rest of the world 
how much of a hockey town St. 
Louis is.ò  
 Green Day will perform live 
at halftime tomorrow night on 
NBC.  

 

Varsity basketball update 

The Varsity Girls team finished as consolation champions at the Regent 

tourney.                                                                                         TEAM PHOTO 

By Jack Bluhm 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 So far, this has been a suc-
cessful year for both teams. 
The girls are coached by Mr. 
Bobby Nealy, and the boys are 
coached by Mr. Jason Bogle 
and Mr. Bobby Brummett.  
 For the first time in recent 
years, the boys team won the 
Wilson Tiger Invitational tour-
nament. They played three 
games and won them all, in-
cluding a heated final with 
Dewar.  
 Another big milestone for 
the Varsity Boys was being 
able to impress enough coach-
es in the OSSAA to gain a 
ranking in the Top 20 in Okla-
homa in Class A.  
 The Varsity Girls have 
come close to hardware many 
times this season. The team is 
led by their captain, Hannah 
Grenier, as well as DPOY 

(Defensive Player Of the Year) 
Abigail Pope, and MVP Miran-
da Cagle.  
 Recently the girls have been 
in some very close games, hav-
ing games go right down to the 
wire as well as some overtime 
games. It has been thrilling to 
watch. They play with a very 
high intensity, and they have 
great defensive and offensive 

strategy.  
 The boys are led by Gan-
non Alden and Co., and have 
been ranked in the Top 20 in 
the state for Class A for the 
first time in school history. 
 The team has no seniors, 
so everyone will be returning 
next year, fine-tuning their 
considerable skills. They will 
be a real threat in the future.  

to get better each and every 
day. You can find him there 
working on his game after 
school and during free periods 
when there is no practice.   
 Abigail and Gannon have 
both helped their teams thus 
far into the season and will 
continue to grow into the best 
players they can be.  
 Hard work off the court is 
something both of these play-
ers have in common, and it 
shows in their games. 

Abigail inspires her teammates.  
PHOTO BY ANDREW JORDAN 

By Shashwat Singh 
OPINIONS EDITOR 

 
 When Evo Morales was 
ousted as Bolivian president last 
November, the central South 
American nation was plunged 
into uncertainty. 
 After the ouster, caused by a 
dispute over election tampering, 
the nation immediately took an 
ideological 180-degree turn to-
ward conservatism, according to 
the Washington Post.  
 I believe it is important for 
the international community to 
intervene in a significant man-
ner to prevent substantial politi-
cal degradation in Bolivia. 
 According to Reuters, the 
interim government in Bolivia 
has begun to reintroduce diplo-
matic ties with other nations, 
specifically the United States. 
 The interim President,  
Jeanine Ć¶ez, has called for 
new elections as soon as possi-
ble. But as with previous elec-
tions in Bolivia, and other na-
tions such as the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo in central 
Africa, the possibility for inter-

nal turmoil is high. Therefore, it 
is important for the international 
community to take notice of 
these new elections and take 
steps to help maintain their le-
gitimacy.  
 Violence in the region is 
increasing, with protestors on 
both sides clashing in multiple 
scenarios. Morales has vowed to 
return to Bolivia and has called 
on citizens to form armed mili-
tia, according to the Post.  
 The interim president has 
demonstrated questionable be-
havior so far. According to the 
Wall Street Journal, she has 
been accused of posting racist 
tweets and instigating a military 
coup against Morales. For this 
reason, it may be necessary for 
diplomatic pressure to be ap-
plied in order to prevent authori-
tarianism or crippling civil war.  
 There may be arguments 
against international involve-
ment in such matters, but I be-
lieve it is imperative for interna-
tional actors, whether that in-
cludes the United States or not, 
to play a role in Boliviaôs cur-
rent political state. 

Elections in Bolivia 
should be monitored  

 

By Shashwat Singh 
 

discourse 
civil 

 President Trump should be 
worried. In an ideal, nonpartisan 
world, a president would not be 
so candid with his remarks over 
the impeachment trial.  
 However, we do not live in 
such a world. Instead, we face  
the reality that todayôs Republi-
can Party is one that does not 
hold its members accountable 
and opts only to protect its pow-
er without regard for the good of 
the nation.  
 This weekôs Senate impeach-
ment trial is showing the hypoc-
risy of Republicans along with 
their blatant disregard for politi-
cal norms and reality. The Dem-
ocratic handlers are not com-
pletely in the right, either, as 
Chief Justice John Roberts 
pointed out Tuesday when he 
censured both parties.  
 No matter how much evi-
dence is brought against Trump, 
most of the Republican Party 
will not budge on its stance to 
exonerate the President.  
 Last week, before the trial 
began, the Government Ac-
countability Office, a nonparti-
san watchdog, released a report 
with key findings on Trumpôs 
dealings with Ukraine. Accord-

ing to the Washington Post, the 
GAO concluded that the presi-
dent and associated advisorsô 
actions were illegal. Republican 
senators, acting as jurors in the 
impeachment trial, continue to 
deny the reportôs merits. 
 The Republican Party is not 
being fair regarding impeach-
ment. According to the New 
York Times, many Republicans 
point to Democratic impeach-
ment efforts as politically moti-
vated and thus unimportant.  
 However, a recent slew of 
evidence, which includes Rudy 
Giulianiôs subordinates speak-
ing about Trumpôs knowledge 
of the issue, as reported by Po-
litico, cannot be ignored.  
 It is time for Republican 
senators to stand up to their 
leader. If this does not happen, 
voters must take the issue into 
their own hands in November.  

Senate impeachment 
trial shows partisanship   

 Most 
Valuable 
Players 

Whereôs Gannon? In the gym. 
PHOTO BY ANDREW JORDAN 

By Jack Bluhm 

THE COMMONS invites readers with opposing opinions to submit rebuttals to  
any and all opinion pieces. Send signed articles to: pdickey@riverfield.org. 

In this 2005 file photo, Sen. Mitch McConnell (right), now Senate Major-

ity Leader, meets with Supreme Court nominee (now Chief Justice) John 

Roberts, who is now overseeing the Senateôs impeachment trial.   
PHOTO: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 



 

 On Sunday January 19, 
Jon Morley and I went to Blue 
Rose Caf®, an American style 
diner on Riverside near down-
town with a patio overlooking 
the Arkansas River for this 
latest column. 

OK, adding that there was too 
much cheese on them.  
 For our main course, I 
thought the burger was very 
flavorful, but it tasted like any 
other burger at an American 
style restaurant. Nonetheless, it 
was still pretty good and juicy. 
  Jon said his nachos tasted 
OK but complained that the 
guacamole on them had a sour 
taste, and there were way too 
many toppings.  
 Jon said the food was noth-
ing special, adding that he was 

disappointed they were out of 
all chicken menu items.  
 I thought the food was 
pretty good, but it tasted just 
like what you would find at 
any of a hundred different Tul-
sa eating spots.  
 I give Blue Rose Caf® 3.5 
out of 5 ravens, but I have a 
feeling Jon would rate it some-
what lower.  

Jon was right. There were too many toppings on the nachos. 
PHOTOS BY BRENDEN PAUL 
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Teddy Ames, carson potter 
going to state in chess! 

MOVIE REVIEW: ‘Doctor sleep’ is a 
worthy sequel to ‘the shining’   

By Mason Malloy 
REVIEWS EDITOR 

 
 Stanley Kubrickôs ñThe 
Shiningò is one of the greatest 
horror movies of all time. It 
gives eerie feels of the large 
Overlook Hotel with its fright-
ening images and odd sounds. 
That is what gives that movie a 
unique feel compared to most 
horror movies today. 
 Released on Nov. 8, the 
long-awaited sequel ñDoctor 
Sleepò takes on the events of 
the adult Danny Torrance, 
played by Ewan McGregor, 
who is scarred by the horrifying 
events of his childhood. He 
finds himself in an alcoholic 
situation like his father, and 
eventually he meets someone 

with the same strong ñshiningò 
ability that he carries.  
 He eventually learns of ñThe 
True Knot,ò a group of entities 
that feed on those that carry the 
ability and are after a girl, Abra 
Stone (played by Kyliegh Cur-
ran), who has an exceptional 
ability. 
 Danny has to use his shining 
ability to face The True Knot 
and encounters various obstacles 
along the way, facing his old 
memories of the Overlook Hotel 
and the spirits inside it. In the 
end, he uses those memories to 
his advantage.  
 ñDoctor Sleepò is one of my 
favorite movies I have seen in 
the last year. It recreates the 
eerie effect of ñThe Shiningò 
extremely well, and it felt like a 

perfect sequel to that classic 
horror film.  
 I also quite enjoyed the al-
most ñTripò-like effects the 
movie created, such as Danny 
entering peopleôs minds in ñThe 
True Knot.ò It can be confusing 
to understand what is happen-
ing, but they handled it well.  
 I also appreciated how they 
used the same theme song as the 
original film, which helped to 
make it a fitting sequel.  
 Overall, I would recommend 
everyone to go see this film. 
However it is rated R, so check 
with your parents before you do.  
 I give this film 5 ravens. 

Blue Rose was just mediocre  

MOVIE REVIEW: the ‘star wars’ finale  
By Jon Morley 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 The last ñStar Warsò movie 
came out in theaters on Dec. 20. 
It has been a good run for the 
franchise, which unfortunately 
comes to an end with this film. 
 I saw ñStar Wars: The Rise 
of Skywalkerò during Winter 
Break, and I thought it was pret-
ty good.  
 I will avoid spoilers for 
those who havenôt seen it yet, 
but I will mention some of the 
characters.   
 Emperor Palpatine is back, 
and he as evil as ever. Some-

how he has come back to life, 
which is kind of odd since he 
died, like, five episodes ago. 
 Rey is a young female Jedi. 
Kylo Ren (originally named Ben 
Solo, the son of Han Solo and 
Princess Leia) is an evil leader.  
 Luke Skywalker appears, of 
course. After all, the movie is 
titled ñThe Rise of Skywalker.ò 
Leia, C-3PO, Chewbacca and 
many others return for this fina-
le. I could go on all day listing 
favorite characters. 
 Rey and company are trying 
to defeat Kylo Ren and stop the 
evil forces from destroying the 
Galaxy.  

 The movie is good, and I 
recommend seeing it on the big 
screen soon, before it is not in 
theaters anymore.  
 Will Rey, Luke Skywalker, 
General Leia Organa, Finn, Poe, 
and Chewbacca destroy Kylo 
Ren before it is too late? Will 
Emperor Palpatine have his final 
revenge? Which characters will 
survive? Find out in this worthy 
finale.  
 I give this movie 4 ravens 
out of 5. 

 

By Brenden Paul 

A TASTE 
OF TULSA 

By Andrew Jordan  
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Previously é Chase and 
Cassieôs group prepares to in-
vade the HQ, unaware they are 
walking into a trap é   

 The small team sneaked 
quietly through the large build-
ing, deliberately taking  snake-
like paths through the site. They 
encountered little to no resis-
tance. Chase thought about this 
as they started to make their 
way up in the building.  
 ñHey Cassie,ò Chase whis-
pered as they stopped at a door. 
 ñYeah?ò she whispered back 
as she gave hand motions to the 
team, telling them how and 
what to do when they entered 
the room.  
 ñIsnôt it weird that we have-
nôt seen anyone yet?ò Chase 
asked. He placed his right hand 
on his holster, fiddling with the 
strap that kept the gun in place. 
 ñConsider us lucky,ò Cassie 
answered as she gave the mo-
tion to breach the door.  
 One of the members of the 
team kicked it open. The men 
rushed through, and Cassie and 
Chase followed slowly behind. 

The room was a small lounge 
area. Chase recoiled as he saw a 
middle-aged man sitting on one 
of the couches. 
 ñChase,ò the man said, and 
smiled. He panned his view over 
to Cassie, and his face dropped a 
bit. ñAnd Cassie, youôve fallen 
so far, havenôt you.ò  
 Chase looked at his sister 
and saw anger in her face. Be-
fore she could motion for them 
to capture the man, soldiers 
came out of the shadows. One of 
them had a sword.  
 ñMove back,ò Cassie or-
dered, and the team started to 
backpedal. A cold object was 
pressed into Chaseôs head, and 
he was knocked to the floor. 
From there, he could recognize 
the same man who had stepped 
in front of him back at that 
house, pointing a gun at him.  
 ñWhy?ò Chase exclaimed. 
 ñBecause he works for me,ò 
the middle-aged man said, 
standing up and buttoning his 
suit.  
 Chase looked at the man, 
confused.  
 The man smiled, as if finally 
remembering. ñAh yes, how 
rude of me é no introduction. I 
have many names, but you can 
call me the Administrator.ò 

 
é to be continued  

The chase experience 
The Administrator and Chase face each other.   ILLUSTRATION BY PENNY MUSICK 

creative fiction  

 

By Will Dozier 
FEATURES EDITOR 

 
 On Jan. 5, director and 
actor Ricky Gervais from the 
U.K. version of the ñThe Of-
fice,ò gave a hilarious and 
controversial host perfor-
mance for his fifth and final 
time hosting the Golden 
Globes Awards.  
 According to Vogue, Ger-
vais has drawn controversy for 
his previous comments as host 
of the Golden Globes. 
 This time, he told the press 
this was his last time to host 
the ceremony and commented 
that the circumstances would 
result in a ñfun evening.ò 
What resulted was a fun night 
for the internet and a roast for 
Hollywood. 
 According to the Holly-
wood Reporter, Ricky opened 
with a blistering speech, call-
ing out various actors, direc-
tors, and even the Hollywood 
Foreign Press, the organiza-

tion deciding the nominations 
and winners of the night.  
 He called the HFP racist 
for snubbing people of color. 
Additionally, he brought in 
other hot topics threatening 
the Hollywood bubble, such as 
streaming and the connection 
between Hollywood and vari-
ous sexual predators, citing 
ñLeaving Neverlandò and 
cracking a joke about Jeffery 
Epstein.  
 Other attacks included 
Appleôs virtue signaling in 
their ñThe Morning Showò 
despite having sweatshops in 
China. He also called out 
ñhypocrisyò in many of the 
speeches, saying, ñSo if you 
do win an award tonight, donôt 
use it as a platform to make a 
political speech é You know 
nothing about the real world. 
Most of you spent less time in 
school than Greta Thunberg.ò 
 Ricky ended the night with 
a merciless goodbye to the 
Golden Globes.  

Gervaisõ comments   
disrupt Golden Globes  

 Right away when we sat 
down, our server mentioned 
that the restaurant was out of 
everything on the menu that 
contained chicken, so about 
half of the menu items were 
off the table.  
 We ordered cheese fries 
as an appetizer, and I ended 
up ordering the Blue Rose 
Classic Burger while Jon 
ordered the Fiesta Nachos.  
 I thought the cheese fries 
were pretty good. They were 
very cheesy and had a nice 
smoky flavor to them. Jon 
thought the cheese fries were 



 

 

Goats can be tough to raise 
 Raising goats is more diffi-
cult than it looks. They are 
very fragile creatures.  
 Different breeds of goats 
are more prone to worms. The 
breed that I own, called Nige-
rian Dwarfs, are greatly affect-
ed by them.  
 Goats tend to give up on 
life quickly, so when this hap-
pens, my brother has to rush to 
save them.  
 Goats also have a tendency 
to be finicky about birth. A 
Nigerian Dwarf should be at 
least one year old before it is 
bred. If a goat has a troubling 
birth, there is a better chance 
she rejects the baby.  
 A Nigerian Dwarf doe has 
the ability to get pregnant at 
four months, so it is very im-
portant to keep the bucks sepa-
rated from the does until all 
are of age.  
 One of our does went into 
labor at five months. She 
couldnôt push the baby out 
during delivery, so we took her 
to the vet for a c-section. This 
was extremely dangerous be-
cause anesthesia is very hard 
on goats. It is a miracle that 

 For this issue, I want to 
focus on the happy kind of 
ñwackyò world instead of the 
insane kind.  
 Iôm sure everyone has 
heard of NASA. A few of our 
fellow classmates have gone 
to NASA on a development 
experience. And Astronomy, 
which is a lovely class taught 
by Mr. Jones, wouldnôt be the 
same without NASAôs in-
volvement in that field. 
 Would you believe it if 
someone told you that a new 
planet was discovered by a 
new guy at NASA? Now, 
what if I told you heôs a teen 
who was just three days into 
his internship?  
 Thatôs right. Wolf Cukier, 

a 17 year old from New York, 
found a planet three days into 
his internship at NASA last 
summer.  
 TOI 1338 b was found in 
the Pictor constellation while 
searching for potential eclip-
ses. It is 6.9 times larger than 
earth, and is circumbinary. 
That means it is like Tatooine 
from ñStar Wars,ò having two 
suns visible during the day. 

Why is linux used? 
 For a long time, computer 
operating systems were very 
inconsistent and unintuitive. 
This changed with the creation 
of Unix, a platform that aimed 
to function as a standard operat-
ing system for many different 
machines.  
 It served this purpose until it 
was pushed aside by Windows. 
Nowadays, Unix is still used for 
various simple devices, but it is 
rarely incorporated as a legiti-
mate PC operating system. The 
major exception is Mac OS, 
which is actually just a frontend 
desktop environment for Unix. 
 That said, not everyone 
wants to use Windows. It was 
designed to be as user-friendly 
as possible by automating as 
much as possible. But some 
more advanced users want to 
have more direct control over 
their experience. However, 
Unixôs developmental restric-
tions limit their abilities to bend 
their operating system to their 
will. The solution? Linux. 
 Linux was originally created 
in the ô90s by Linus Torvalds as 
a very simple Unix-like operat-
ing system. At the same time, 

By Andrew Jordan 
NEWS EDITOR 

 
 At Riverfield, we have a 
diversity of animals, from 
peacocks to donkeys. Howev-
er, over the past year or so, a 
new type of animal has made 
its home at the RCDS campus. 
Feral cats.  
 It all started when a few 
students discovered some ba-
by kittens. From there, Ms. 
Graham got involved.  
 ñWell, I originally found 
them under the Band room 
and was able to trap them,ò 
she said.  

 After that, she took them to 
the vet to make sure they were-
nôt a danger to students. 
 ñBut after that, I released 
them. Thatôs the most important 
part of capturing kittens. TAR: 
Trap and Release.ò  
 After that first encounter, 
more were found under the shed 
behind the Upper School.  
 ñWe were able to catch 
some of those cats as well. We 
got three in total, but unfortu-
nately one of them didnôt make 
it,ò Ms. Graham said. 
 After those cats appeared, 
many more started to pop up all 
over campus. From the soccer 

field to the back field, feral 
cats have popped up every-
where.  
 While these kitties may 
seem cute, donôt approach 
them. While they may seem 
100% harmless, we donôt 
know what they have been 
doing in the wild, and we 
donôt know if they have any 
illnesses.  
 However, if you ever want 
to know more about these 
wandering felines, talk to Ms. 
Graham about it. If neither of 
those things interest you, then 
just keep a keen eye out for 
things moving in the bush.  

Feral cats roam RCDS campus  

boys and a girl), a brown and 
white boy, and a black and 
white peppered girl.  
 The names of the triplets 
are Scoop, John Henry, and 
Stormy. The name of the 
brown and white one is Miles. 
The name of the peppered one 
is Noel.  
 Raising goats is hard, but I 
wouldnôt change it for the 
world. They are absolutely 
adorable! 

As a NASA intern, boy  
discovers new planet  

she and the baby survived.  
 Currently we have five baby 
goats living in our house at the 
farm. A set of tan triplets (two 

Maisie McDowell, 7th grade, enjoys cuddling with one of the baby goats.           
 PHOTO BY ANNA CLAIRE BOYD 
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Rockin’ the Cain’s ballroom — January 18, 2020 

Rock bands from Riverfieldôs Middle and Upper Schools performed for a capacity crowd on Saturday night, one of the highlights of the school year.                   PHOTOS BY YEARBOOK STAFF 

COMING UP IN OUR NEXT ISSUE ON FEB. 7: ACADEMIC BOWL 
GOES TO STATE, SUPER BOWL RECAP, COMPOSTING & more …  
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the Free Software Foundation 
was working to develop an open
-source Unix-like operating sys-
tem called GNU (an acronym 
for ñGNUôs Not Unix.ò) Even-
tually GNUôs utilities were add-
ed to Linux, creating a combina-
tion that is recognized as mod-
ern day Linux. 
 Linux is not a single, unified 
product like Windows. Instead, 
it serves as an open-source 
foundation for third party devel-
opers to expand upon and redis-
tribute. This community-
oriented development process 
allows for an experience that is 
always expanding and improv-
ing, and can be tailored to the 
exact needs of the user. Its ap-
peal is that the system will do 
exactly what you tell it to do. It 
is purely dependent on the us-
erôs understanding and ability. 

Editorôs Note: Welcome to Anna Claire Boyd, our newest staff member and columnist. 


