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By Jon Morley 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 So far this year, Riverfield’s 
Speech and Debate team is do-
ing well. They expect to have 
another great year in Debate, 
and perhaps win another state 
championship. 
 According to Mr. Wright, 28 
students are on the team this 
year, and they are competing in 
14 different events.   
 After one tournament in 
Mounds in November, and tour-
naments in Oologah and Bixby 
in December, the team has been 
very busy preparing for more 
competitions.  
 Their next tournament starts 
today in Prague and finishes up 
tomorrow.  

 Another tournament will be 
held on Feb. 1-2 in Union, fol-
lowed by one in Haskell on Feb. 
8-9. By that point, they hope to 
be bringing home some hard-
ware! On Feb. 15-16, there is a 
tournament in Poteau, and the 
last regular tournament will be 
held Feb. 22-23 at Sequoyah 
Tahlequah. 
 The team wants to win as 
many of these tournaments as 
possible before they go to Dis-
trict competition on Feb. 28-
March 2.  
 Regionals quickly follow on 
March 15-16, and State in Nor-
man on April 4-6, where they 
will try to win it all.  
 Let’s hope they bring home 
a third banner for the LAC hall-
way this year!  

February is big month 
for Speech & Debate 

By Noah Hall 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Riverfield now has its own 
Virtual Reality elective. The 
class is taught by Ms. Kuhn, and 
it is intended to give students an 
introduction and basis in the 
unreal engine to develop and 
produce VR games and experi-
ences.  
 The “unreal engine” is a 
game engine designed for those 
with ambitious ideas and pro-
jects with flexibility and stream-
lined mechanics, making for an 
easy engine for both those with 
experience and those without. 
 The class is currently learn-
ing the unreal engine to produce 
a VR experience with two dif-
ferent teams. Team 1 consists of 
Grant Koski and Ilan Kaiser, 
and Team 2 consists of Jack 
Jones and Noah Hall.  
 Judging by the response of 
most attending the class, it ap-
pears there is much that will 
come from this elective.  
 As Jack put it, “I am excited 
to be able to expand my pro-
gramming knowledge enough to 
be able to implement VR into 
future projects.”  
 Grant also chose the elective 
based on furthering his know-

New Virtual reality elective 

ledge. "I wanted to learn more 
about Coding and VR in gen-
eral. I've had some experience 
playing with VR, and I want to 
know more about what goes 
into it.” 
 Having a group of students 
interested in exploring what can 
be achieved in a VR experience 
makes for a great class, espe-
cially in combination with Ms. 
Kuhn’s mission to “explore the 
possibilities of creating VR con-
tent in the unreal engine.”  
 Those in the class are excit-
ed to tackle this new technology 
as it is uncharted territory for 
Riverfield. They are exploring 
what possibilities exist. 

Jack Jones tries something new. 
PHOTO BY NOAH HALL 

By Will Dozier 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

 

L 
ast Saturday, Riverfield Rocks’ an-
nual Cain’s Ballroom concert tran-
spired. With a total of 12 bands, stu-
dents performed for 800+ attendees 
at the famous, historic venue, mak-

ing the night one of the most significant events of 
Riverfield’s school year. The concert opened 
with Middle School bands and later transitioned 

to the Upper School bands.  
      One of the best moments of 
the show was the closer, which 
was a mashup of Led Zeppelin’s 
“Kashmir” and Rage Against the 
Machine’s “Wake Up,” per-

formed by the band Clay Swims.  
  Clay Swims singer Logan Basden en-

joyed the evening, saying, “I love per-
forming at Cain’s. It feels exhilarating to 

perform in front of this crowd.” 
      For some band students, the experience was 
new. But for the seniors, it was their last. John 
Goodenberger said, “It is sad to say goodbye, 

but I plan to play here again.” Like John, 
many other students have musical ambitions 
that extend beyond high school.  
     Riverfield Rocks will perform two more 
concerts this year: one at the ISAS Arts 
Festival in early April, and again at Llama-
palooza on April 27. 

 

Rockin’  the Cain’s  
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By Logan Payne 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Many teams have been sur-
prising NBA viewers this year. 
Some are doing much better 
than expected, while others are 
not performing as well as fans 
anticipated.   
 Three of the over-perform-
ing teams include the Denver 
Nuggets, the Oklahoma City 
Thunder, and the Los Angeles 
Clippers. 
 Denver Nuggets — The 
Nuggets have the second best 
record in the West this year due 
to their amazing defense. They 
have held their opponents to 
103 PPG, while having one of 
the most diverse centers this 
year in Nikola Jokic. Their rec-
ord is 33-14, only two games 
behind the Warriors.  
 Oklahoma City Thunder 
— The Thunder have been on a 
tear lately. Westbrook and 
George have really begun to 
pull it together and play like a 
team. They had some troubles 
last year,  so the fans in Oklaho-
ma hope they continue this 
through the playoffs.  
 Los Angeles Clippers — 

This year the Clippers have 
been stepping up their play. 
Last year they finished as 10th 
seed in the West, while this year 
they are currently holding the 
7th seed in the hardest division 
in the league. The NBA is more 
than halfway through its season, 
and I hope they can keep this 
up.   
 Under-performing teams 
who are having disappointing 
seasons include these two.  
 New Orleans Pelicans —
Last year the Pelicans held the 
6th seed in the West, a pretty 
good record for a team of their 
caliber. This year? Not so much. 
They are the 12th seed in the 
West, and it’s not looking like 
they will be competing in the 
playoffs this year.  
 Minnesota Timberwolves 
— This year the Timberwolves 
have been disappointing. Their 
best players are underperform-
ing, and their best player, Jim-
my Butler, recently left due to 
the team’s bad work ethic. One 
of the best players is Andrew 
Wiggins, averaging 14 points 
per game.  
 NBA fans hope these teams 
can pull it together.  

The NBA’s current over- 
and under-performers 

Could we have a camel wrestling team? 
 Camel wrestling is a sport 
played in the Aegean region, 
which includes Turkey, where 
the majority of these events take 
place.  
 The actual skill of this sport 
isn't much. The strongest camel 
usually wins, and in some cases 
it permanently harms the other 
camel.  
 It is not only a dangerous 
sport for the camels but for the 
riders as well. The jockeys are 
highly regarded by the specta-
tors for what they do.  
 Camel wrestling can be a 
main event, but it is more likely 
a halftime show. It is usually 
done as a fundraiser for local 
schools, hospitals, and other 
humane associations. The mon-
ey goes to a good cause, and on 
special occasions the matches 
can be seen on TV shows or 
movies that need a quick, funny 
cut scene.  

 The contest between two 
male young adult camels starts 
with an announcer calling out 
the camels’ name, color, weight, 
height, and age. Then the an-
nouncer calls out the jockeys’ 
name, weight, height, and age. 
After a short countdown, the 
contest begins. 
 Rules can vary from region 
to region, but the primary objec-
tive is to topple your opponent. 
The first to do so is the winner. 
Matches generally last between 
10 and 15 minutes.  
 If a jockey thinks his camel 

Globetrotters coming to Tulsa 

By Jon Morley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 The Harlem Globetrotters 
are a spectacular exhibition 
basketball team that plays all 
over the world. They are really 
fun to watch if you are inter-
ested in basketball tricks, ac-
robatics, and comedy.  
 The Globetrotters are com-
ing to Tulsa’s BOK Center on 
Feb. 7. Get your tickets now! 
 If you can’t wait until Feb. 
7, they will be in Nashville at 
the Bridgestone Arena tomor-
row, Jan. 26, at 2 p.m.  

 The Globetrotters are the 
most-traveled team in the world. 
That evening, at 7 p.m., they 
will be at the Purcell Pavilion at 
the Joyce Center in Notre Dame.   
 The next day, Sunday, Jan. 
27, they will be in  Grand Rap-
ids at the Van Andel Arena at 2 
p.m. if you happen to be in Io-
wa. At 3 p.m., they will play at 
the Von Braun Center Arena in 
Huntsville, Alabama. 
 Wait. How will they manage 
to play games in Iowa and Ala-
bama one hour apart on the 
same day?  
 Their next game will be on 

Jan. 30 at San Antonio’s 
AT&T Center at 7 p.m. AND 
at the Wade E. Miller Arena in 
Middleton, Ohio … at the 
same time! 
 These guys are GOOD! 
 Their several teams will 
play 15 more games between 
Jan. 30 and Feb. 7 when they 
come to Tulsa. 
 According to neato-
rama.com, the Globetrotters 
have played more than 25,000 
games, more than any other 
team in any sport in history. 
More than 125 million people 
have seen them play. 
  

OPPONENTS FEAR BEDRI AND CLARY  

Tariq and Kendall rarely miss practice, and it shows!   PHOTO BY WILL DOZIER 

 The Varsity Boys and Varsi-
ty Girls basketball teams have 
had similar successes this sea-
son, with both squads exceeding 
preseason expectations.  
 The boys’ team has a very 
young core, while the girls’ 
squad is a led by a group of 
seniors.  
 Sophomore Tariq Bedri has 
given valuable minutes to his 
Ravens squad, and he has im-

and she has shown excellent 
leadership through the first part 
of the season. 
 Tariq Bedri — Tariq is one 
of the quickest players on the 
team, and he has used his speed 
all season to get past defenders. 
He has shown his ability to 
knock down threes, and his 
shooting was very valuable in 
the recent Regent Tournament. 
He has added so much to his 
game that it has been a burden 
to every team the Ravens have 
faced. Way to go, Tariq! 
 Kendall Clary — Kendall 
has played Varsity for four 
years, and this year she has im-
proved her stats across the 
board. She is a force on defense, 
and her rebounding has fueled 
the Lady Ravens’ strength in 
transition. When the team needs 
her to make a shot, she has 
proven her ability to do so. 
When asked how she felt the 
season was going, Kendall said, 
“Senior year has been going 
great. Coach Nealy has a lot of 
basketball knowledge and really 
seems to care for us, and we 
have already grown so much as 
a team.” Nice job, Kendall! 
 See our next issue on Feb. 8.  

is about to lose and doesn't want 
it to be injured, the jockey is 
allowed to throw a red rope in 
the middle of the of the ring. 
This is essentially a forfeit. 
 Wouldn’t it be fun to watch 
a camel wrestling match? 

 Most 
Valuable 

Players 
By Brady Heinig 

 

By Jack Bluhm 
 

odd 
Sports 
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The Quarterbacks: New England’s Tom Brady (#12) will face the 

Rams’ Jared Goff (#16.)               PHOTOS: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS (PUBLIC DOMAIN)  

Super Bowl is 
coming up soon 

By Logan Payne 
SPORTS EDITOR 

  
 The NFL playoffs this year 
have been very exciting. Some 
teams have lost despite field 
goals, and other teams have 
blown the score through the 
roof to plow over their oppo-
nents.  
 The NFC Championship 
and the AFC Championship 
just finished over the weekend 
with the L.A. Rams and the 
New England Patriots going to 
the Super Bowl on Feb. 3.  
 The playoffs have disap-
pointed many a fan, with 
teams like the Chicago Bears 
losing on a missed field goal 
attempt against the Philadel-
phia Eagles, a team that has 
under-performed the whole 
year since the injury of their 
quarterback.  
 Drew Brees and the New 
Orleans Saints blew through 

their opponents with ease this 
year, and Brees is having his 
best year since 2007. Over the 
weekend they lost to the Rams 
on a field goal in sudden death 
overtime in the NFC Champi-
onship.  
 In the AFC, it was the 
Kansas City Chiefs and the 
New England Patriots who 
beat their opponents with no 
problems. They met in the 
AFC Championship on Mon-
day and played an outstanding 
game.  
 Patrick Mahomes, who is a 
close contender for MVP as a 
rookie, went against one of, if 
not THE best quarterback to 
ever play the game, Tom 
Brady. The Patriots pulled the 
game out in overtime, and 
Brady will return to the Super 
Bowl once again. He is hoping 
to win it all this year after 
taking a hard loss to the Ea-
gles last year. 

Jack wonders if he could practice 

by riding our alpaca.  
PHOTO BY JAKE O’SHAUGHNESSY 

proved greatly since the start of 
the season.  
 Senior Kendall Clary has 
been a solid presence in the 
frontcourt for the Lady Ravens, 



creative fiction 
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By Jon Morley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 Some really good movies 
with sports themes have been 
released over the years, and 
many have been popular. Here 
are my favorite four.  
 At No. 1, I have “Hoosiers.” 
This film is about a former col-
lege basketball coach, Norman 
Dale. He failed as a college 
coach, then got a chance to re-
deem himself by directing the 
basketball program at a high 
school in a small town in Indi-
ana. He tries to get the team to 

the playoffs and win State.  
 For No. 2, I would list 
“Rocky.” Rocky Balboa is a 
small time boxer who is chosen 
to take on the world champion, 
Apollo Creed.  
 My No. 3 choice is “Field of 
Dreams,” where a guy builds a 
baseball field on his farm in 
Iowa so that former baseball 
players can come and play 
again.  
 For the last film, I choose 
“Remember the Titans.” This 
true story is about Coach Her-
man Boone, who was hired by 
T.C. Williams High School in 

Alexandria, Virginia in 1971. In 
an attempt to placate rising ra-
cial tensions, Boone, who was 
black, is assigned as head foot-
ball coach, and highly success-
ful Coach Bill Yoast, who is 
white, is named assistant coach. 
The school has just been inte-
grated to include black students, 
and the team and the community 
must learn to work together.   
 So I’ve listed one film about 
each of four sports: basketball, 
boxing, baseball, and football. 
Something for everyone! Watch 
some of these and see which one 
is your favorite sports movie.   

MOVIE REVIEW: 
‘Spider-Man: Into  
the Spider-Verse’ 

By Andrew Jordan 
REVIEWS EDITOR 

 
 Spider-Man is one of the 
most influential comics to ever 
be released. The web-shooting 
wall crawler has captivated 
readers for decades, and it con-
tinues to be a popular comic and 
character to this day. Several 
movies and animated TV shows 
have been based on Spider-Man. 
Peter Parker has appeared in 
many movies over the years, 
including the original “Spider-
Man” movie all the way up to 
“Infinity War.” 
 However, now there is a 
new movie in theaters, “Spider-
Man: Into the Spider-Verse.” 
One thing I really liked about 
the film’s concept is that it 
pulled directly from the comics. 
 A whole host of different 
versions of Spider-Man ap-
peared in the film, including 
Spider Gwen (also known as 
Spider-Girl), Spider-Ham, and 

the original Spider-Man.   
 This movie didn’t have to 
reach for comedy. The script 
was honestly funny. The plot 
was amazingly interesting. They 
had to weave in all of the differ-
ent versions of Spider-Man, 
which had to have been a monu-
mental task, and they did it per-
fectly.  
 Before I saw this movie, I 
thought it was going to be aw-
ful. I thought Marvel was just 
using this as a time-filler be-
tween “Infinity War” movies. 
 But I was pleasantly sur-
prised. This is one of the best 
Marvel movies ever made, and I 
recommend it to anyone who 
likes Spider-Man, or anything to 
do with Marvel for that matter. 
 Overall, I give “Spider-Man: 
Into the Spider-Verse” 5 ravens 
out of 5. 

Auditions for “Variety 
Show” start next week! 

grateful for that. He never knew 
why he had been kept in that 
tube, why those wires were at-
tached all over his body, or why 
so many people were experi-
menting on him. But most im-
portantly, were any of the things 
that he dreamt real? 
 Chase thought to himself. 
They can’t be real, I was just in 
a coma. He wanted to believe 
that at least something of his 
dreams was real, but he knew he 
would be lying to himself.  
 Then he heard a faint noise. 
It sounded like people sneaking 
down the hallway outside. He 
got up and walked halfway 
across the room before he was 
blown back by his door. 
 When the stars cleared from 
his vision and his ears stopped 
ringing, he looked up from the 
floor to see five men standing 
over him, all pointing rifles at 
him. The one in the center low-
ered his rifle, removed his hel-
met, and pulled down his skull 
bandanna. 
 “Chase, you’re coming with 
us.” 

… to be continued 

The Chase Experiment 
By Andrew Jordan 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 Previously … The Adminis-
trator and the Swordsmen made 
it plain to the lab workers that 
Chase’s escape jeopardized a 
major experiment …  
 
 
 
 Chase sighed and unlocked 
the door to his small apartment. 
He gave the door an extra push 
as it got stuck.  
 “Guess the landlord didn’t 
fix it yet,” he grumbled as he 
closed the door behind him and 
sat down on the couch. He 
stared at the wall and thought 
about the past few months.  
 It had been over a year since 
he felt the wires finally come off 
him. He had somehow escaped 
from the lab and made his way 
to the nearest city. He got a job, 
not a good one, but something 
that put food on the table. And 
now he was here.  
 He had expected to be hunt-
ed by those people. However, 
they never came, and Chase was 

Strangers broke down Chase’s door …      ILLUSTRATION BY PENNY MUSICK 

By Jack Jones 
STAFF WRITER 

 

 “Destiny 2” is a first-
person shooter game created 
by Bungie, the studio that de-
veloped games in the Halo 
franchise. 
 “Destiny 2,” however, 
takes a much different path 
away from the linear storyline 
style of Halo gameplay for a 
more procedural, customizable 
experience. Bungie periodical-
ly releases different updates 
and expansions to keep the 
game alive and thriving with 
new content and items.  
 The most recent expansion 
is “Black Armory,” which is 
sort of an expansion of a pre-
vious expansion. It’s one of 
the smaller expansions, but it 
extends on the previously re-
leased expansion called 

“Forsaken.” 
 “Black Armory” adds sever-
al new elements to the base 
gameplay, many of which are 
focused on the “Black Armory” 
after which the expansion is 
named. This is an ancient ar-
mory said to house the most 
powerful weapons of humanity. 
 Many of the new optional 
elements include obtaining 
these weapons, and there are 
several quests and levels and 
such which extend on this 
theme.  
 The game also includes a 
new Raid, a high-level style 
level that requires great collabo-
ration between team members 
to complete. 
 The storyline is extremely 
nonlinear, as the game only 
gives you the bare minimum 
background to understand why 
you are doing what you are do-

GAME REVIEW: ‘black armory’ 
ing. That isn’t to say, however, 
that the game is absent of sto-
ry. In fact, it has a lot of depth. 
However, unlike many other 
games, the vast majority of the 
storytelling is done through 
optional lore and subtle cues. 
 All in all, Black Armory is 
a solid expansion. It definitely 
goes for quality over quantity, 
as the amount of content con-
tained is seemingly low in 
comparison to some of the 
previous expansions. Howev-
er, the content that is included 
provides a new experience for 
higher level players who are 
looking for reusable content 
that will bring new experienc-
es. I give “Destiny 2: Black 
Armory” 3.5 ravens out of 5. 

Best sports films of all time 

 Your table is waiting at Texas de Brazil …                PHOTO BY BRADY HEINIG 

Texas de brazil wows diners 
 Oklahoma is far removed 
from the jungles of the Ama-
zon, but Texas de Brazil 
brings a taste of South Ameri-
ca right to Tulsa.  
 The restaurant is located in 
Woodland Hills Mall, but it 
has a separate entrance so cus-
tomers do not have to enter 
through the mall.  
 The restaurant is laid out 
nicely, but it would have been 
easier to move around if the 
tables were a bit farther apart. 
The server was very courteous 
and attentive to making sure 
our party had everything we 
needed. 
 With any restaurant, the 
food is what decides if the 
experience was good or not. 
Texas de Brazil is a Brazilian 
steakhouse, which means the 
servers bring around skewers 
filled with different kinds of 
meat.  
 The food was perfectly 
cooked, and a new type of 
meat was brought to our table 
every few minutes. The sides 
complimented the entrees 
well, and by the end of the 

night I can say that everyone at 
my table was 100% full.  

 This is a great place to get 
value for the price you pay, 
because even though it is mod-
erately expensive, the food is 
all-you-can-eat.  
 I loved my experience at 
Texas de Brazil, and I give it 5 
out of 5 ravens.  

 

By Brady Heinig 

A TASTE 
OF TULSA 



 

Instagram news: egg beats kylie 

 

By Mason Malloy 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 As the second semester of 
the school year begins, some 
faculty members are experi-
encing their first year at River-
field. One of those is Ms. Gra-
ham, the new Biology and 
Chemistry teacher. Having 
taken her class for the past 
semester, I had the opportuni-
ty to interview her about her 
experiences.  
 
Mason: What schools did 
you teach at before you came 
to Riverfield? 
Ms. Graham: A few. I was at 
Union for one year, and for 
seven years before that, I 
taught at Bosque School in 
Albuquerque. It was a very 
similar school to Riverfield. 
M: Where did you go to high 
school? 
Ms. G: Booker  T. High 
School. 
M: Where did you go to col-

 Since this account’s crea-
tion, a bunch of copycats have 
popped up trying to do the 
same thing.  
 Examples include broccoli 
stalks that tried to personify 
themselves, an account of the 
Quran, some less-than-school-
friendly items, a chicken, and 
(my personal favorite and 
dumbest) the same photo 
world_record_egg used that 
simply added a white “2” on 
the egg’s edge. 
 Unlike the egg, which was 
trying to do it for fun or an-
other debatable reason, these 
new accounts that have 
popped up lately have clearly 
done this for the “likes” or for 
the fame. 

 Instagram is one of the 
most popular social media 
platforms today. It can be used 
as a way to get updates from 
celebrities, friends, corporate 
giants and meme accounts. 
 The thing that differenti-
ates it from Twitter is that 
Instagram forgot to allow text 
posts, and photos are the only 
way to go.  
 For a long time, Kylie Jen-
ner had the most “liked” post 
on Instagram: a photo of her 
newborn daughter holding her 
thumb. And nobody else had a 
chance to catch up.  
 But that was all about to 
change. An account by the 
name of “world_record_egg” 
was out to do just that.  

 It is exactly what it says on 
the tin: an account with a photo 
of a single brown egg asking  
people to help them break the 
record amount of likes.  
 The egg beat Kylie by 18 
million likes and kept running. 
At the time of this writing, the 
egg has more than 40 million 
likes, and this number keeps 
growing. Fast. 
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Ms. Graham can usually be found 

in her lab in the Upper School.  
PHOTO BY JON MORLEY  

 

Oklahoma’s new  

Gov. Kevin Stitt 

takes the reins 
 Mary Fallin left the office 
of Oklahoma’s governorship 
as one of the most unpopular 
governors in the nation, ac-
cording to the Tulsa World. 
She has been replaced by 
Governor Kevin Stitt, who 
took office on Tuesday, Jan. 
15.  
 Oklahoma faces multiple 
ongoing problems left over 
from the Fallin administration, 
especially in its education 
system, which saw an influx 
of funding during last year’s 
teacher walkouts but still re-
quires more.  
 According to KFOR, Gov. 
Stitt campaigned with a mes-
sage to give first-time teachers 
a $5,000 bonus in order to 
increase morale and entice 
more people to enter the pro-
fession. 
 It is still very early in the 
new gubernatorial term, but 
Republicans in Oklahoma are 
already drumming with posi-
tivity, hoping that a fresh, non
-establishment face of the state 
will take it in a new direction.  
 Gov. Stitt himself has said 
that, “the people come first,” 
contrasting himself with the 
Fallin administration which 
did not lead Oklahoma to ad-
vance in many aspects. In-

stead, we saw the state’s econ-
omy dwindle, exacerbating 
educational, infrastructural, 
and other problems. 
 Democrats are quick to 
point out that Gov. Stitt was a 
staunch supporter of President 
Trump, who has been under 
increasing scrutiny from the 
Mueller investigation for his 
ties to Russia.  
 Many in the minority party 
are hoping that a weak nation-
wide performance from Re-
publicans and weak policies 
on the part of Oklahoma’s 
government can help them 
take back the governor’s man-
sion in 2022. But considering 
that Oklahoma is a traditional 
GOP stronghold, those scenar-
ios seem unlikely. 
 Ultimately, the new gover-
nor has made a good impres-
sion. Hopefully he can back up 
his campaign promises with 
concrete action. 

 According to the Washing-
ton Post, Democrats who now 
chair committees could engage 
in numerous investigations 
against the administration.  
 The Intelligence Committee 
could continue Special Counsel 
Mueller’s investigation and 
further scrutinize the president’s 
ties to Russia and several other 
nations. 
 Representative Richard 
Neal, chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee, could inves-
tigate Trump’s tax returns, 
which the president still refuses 
to release. 
      According to Congress’ 
website, considerable bipartisan 
legislation was passed during 
the 115th Congress. Two key 
laws, the farm bill and the First 
Step Act, were passed in the 
waning months of 2018. These 
showed that both sides of the 
aisle can work together.  
 In a split federal govern-
ment, partisan battles will nega-
tively affect the country, as is 
already the case with more than 
800,000 federal workers out of 
work. The executive and legis-
lative branches must find a way 
to work together. Otherwise, the 
next two years will be immense-
ly detrimental to the United 
States. 
. 

By Shashwat Singh 
OPINIONS EDITOR 

 
      The 2018 midterm elections 
almost three months ago saw the 
Democrats take control of the 
United States House of Repre-
sentatives for the first time since 
2011.  
 The elections were seen 
largely as a referendum on Pres-
ident Trump, and although Re-
publicans did well in key Senate 
races, individual districts swung 
largely towards Democratic 
candidates.  
 As the federal government 
shutdown continues into its 35th 
day, Business Insider polls show 
that the president shoulders re-
sponsibility, with 54% of the 
population blaming Mr. Trump 
while only 26% blame congres-
sional Democrats.  
 The new House of Repre-
sentatives is already acting as a 
check on the president, limiting 
his political power. But they 
could do more to work with 
their Republican counterparts on 
productive policy propositions. 
      Although they show no sign 
of backing down on the shut-
down fight, Democrats would 
be wise to use their newfound 
power in areas other than border  
security negotiations.  

 

By Ava Fritts 

Wacky 
WORLD 

Mason, Ethan Howard, and Teddy Ames work on their jigsaw puzzles. 
PHOTO BY BRENDEN PAUL  

The 2019 u.s. congres-
sional session begins 

Talking with Ms. Graham 
lege? 
Ms. G: For  two years, I went 
to Principia College. To finish 
my undergraduate degree, I went 
to the University of Oklahoma. 
For my master’s degree, I went 
to Oklahoma State University. 
M: What were your  degrees 
in? 
Ms. G: Environmental Chem-

istry and Geology. 
M: Did you have a career  
before you became a teacher? 
Ms. G: Yes, I was an envi-
ronmental consultant. 
M: What is an environmen-
tal consultant? 
Ms. G: It can be a lot of dif-
ferent things. I focused on 
water quality and supply. 
M: You teach Biology and 
Chemistry now. Do you prefer 
one? 
Ms. G: I like them for  dif-
ferent reasons, but Chemistry 
is my passion. I also like Biol-
ogy because the sciences are 
tied together. 
M: What has been your  fa-
vorite thing about teaching at 
Riverfield so far? 
Ms. G: I really like the ener -
gy on the campus. And I like 
that students here are very 
curious and have passions of 
their own. 
M: Thank you, Ms. Gra-
ham.  
Ms. G: Yeah, no problem. 

 

By Shashwat Singh 
 

discourse 
civil 

lot is planned for the rest of the 
year.  
 Right now, students are 
warming up by creating jigsaw 
puzzles for children in the Low-

By Mason Malloy 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 This semester will be a 
unique one in Industrial Arts. A 

New industrial arts projects 
er School. IA teacher Mr. Wil-
son says the purpose is to “make 
sure IA students are familiar 
with using the tools.”  
 He has a new idea for what 
will come next. “My hope is to 
construct mini-forges to make 
things out of railroad spikes, 
such as tools,” Mr. Wilson says. 
Students are excited to see what 
they can make with forges. 
 There is also the possibility, 
according to Mr. Wilson, that 
“students will be able to work 
on personal projects just like 
they did last semester.   
 During the 4th quarter, IA 
students will get a head start on 
the Great Raft Race on Labor 
Day. Time is very limited if 
they wait until school starts in 
August. And everyone will get 
an early look at the ideas they 
plan to use! 


