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By Jack Bluhm 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Riverfield Country Day 
School provides Middle and 
Upper School students with 
many different athletic activities 
in the spring season. Sports such 
as tennis, golf, and soccer are 
typically offered.  
 Soccer at Riverfield hasn’t 
been the most popular, but with 

a new coach and new players 
this year, it could possibly be 
one of the best teams Riverfield 
has ever had.  
 Coach David Kay is leading 
his new team with practices 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. every day. 
He has scheduled approximately 
a dozen games and scrimmages 
already.  
 Just sitting down and talking 
to him, you can really feel the 

passion he has about this new 
program.  
 “I want to build the culture 
here … Once this transition into 
the spring starts, the team will 
spread like wildfire,” he says. 
 Middle and Upper School 
teams have formed, and the high 
school group is shaping up to 
have both Girls and Boys teams. 
 To Coach Kay, it looks like 
more than enough players are 

Practices begin for a new Upper School soccer team  

By The Commons Staff 
 

‘W 
hat do you want to be when you grow up?”      
      It’s a question all of us have been asked 
since kindergarten, it often seems. Some of 
the juniors and seniors at Riverfield’s Upper 
School may be closer to answering that 
question after serving as interns last week. 

 From Jan. 28 through Feb. 1, the school held its first Internship Week, 
when 51 juniors and seniors selected sites based on their interests and worked 
with faculty advisers to contact and secure a supervisor on the job site. 
 Students spent the week working in fields as diverse as culinary arts, law, 
medicine, teaching, psychology, music, and more. 
 The interns will host a Career Fair for 6th-10th graders on Feb. 26-27, 
where they will share their experiences.   

Ava Fritts was given the grand tour at 

Paragon Films, learning about many 

phases of their business operations.  

coming out to practice.  
 “I am very optimistic about 
having a team with more than 11 
players,” he says. “I think once 
all the winter activities are fin-
ished, we’ll have even larger 
numbers.”  
 The coach’s enthusiastic per-
sonality reflects the way he 
coaches and the way he structures 
his practices.  
 “Besides the soccer aspect, 
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I’m trying to put a smile on 
some kids faces ….” he grins.  
 Coach Kay’s end goal is not 
necessarily seeing this year’s 
team being a high winning team. 
He talks about how this is just 
the beginning of an effort that 
has a lot of potential to become 
a great program at Riverfield. 
 If you are thinking about 
playing soccer, go watch one of 
the new team’s practices. 

Ale Lema, Caleb Beasley, and Logan Basden worked 

with Brett Baldwin, an audio engineer at Teegarden 

Studios. 

Drake Daubert learned a 

lot about what accountants 

and Human Resources 

personnel do on the job. 

Tyler Okerson worked at Southern Hills Country 

Club, prepping vegetables, plating dishes, and 

learning how a professional kitchen runs. 

Will Dozier enjoyed his week work-

ing at Spinster Records, where he 

learned about retail management. 

Autumn Workman enjoyed her week working with 

counselors and the children they help.  

Monserrat Zavala 

learned more about how 

the court system works 

by interning with several 

District judges. 

 

JUNIORS AND SENIORS 
experience internships 



Sophomore players are very reliable 
 As basketball’s regular 
season comes to a close, there 
have been moments that eve-
ryone will look back on with 
joy and pride.  
 There have been so many 
bright spots for both the Varsi-
ty Boys and Varsity Girls 
squads, and sophomores Sa-
brina Edwardes and Brenden 
Paul have demonstrated their 

growth this season. 
 Brenden Paul — Brenden 
has been a solid force for the 
Ravens, manning the front court 
and giving the team a good 
passer down low. Brenden has 
made great strides since his 
freshman year, and he seems to 
be getting better and better. His 
mid-range shot is very reliable, 
and he never lets his emotions 
dictate his game. Way to go, 
Brenden! 
 Sabrina Edwardes — Sa-
brina towers over her competi-
tion, and she uses her height as 
an  advantage to give consistent 
scoring for the Lady Ravens. 
Her defensive abilities have 
provided an anchor for this 

The MLB’s top free agents 
By Jon Morley 

SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 MLB season is almost here! 
There are still some top free 
agents out there, and other free 
agents that teams are trying to 
sign.  
 Here are a few of the top 
free agents that have yet to find 
a team this year.  
 First, we have Bryce Harper, 
who is coming off a good year 
hitting .249 and winning the 
2018 home run derby. Teams 
that are looking to sign him are 

the Chicago White Sox, the 
Philadelphia Phillies, and the St. 
Louis Cardinals. But the Phillies 
are the frontrunners. I will not 
be surprised if he signs with the 
Phillies before spring training. 
 Manny Machado is another 
top free agent. He hit .297 last 
year with 37 home runs, 107 
RBIs, and a .905 on-base per-
centage. The White Sox, the 
Phillies, and the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates are all after him.  
 Next we have Marwin Gon-
zalez. He is a 2017 World Series 
champion with the Houston As-

tros. He has a .247 batting aver-
age and just had the best year of 
his career. The teams that are 
after him include the Cleveland 
Indians, the Atlanta Braves, and 
the Milwaukee Brewers. Last 
but not least, the Tampa Bay 
Rays are looking to sign Gonza-
lez as well. 
 There are a lot of free agents 
left who still need to be signed, 
so keep watching the MLB Net-
work to see who end ups with 
what teams. And here’s some-
thing else to look forward to: 
Spring Training begins Feb. 21!   

Patriots win 6th SUPer bowl 

The nearby River Spirit Casino is 

owned by the Muscogee Nation 

and is located on Creek land.  
PHOTO BY BRENDEN PAUL 

By Brenden Paul 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 The NFL season has come 
to an end. It has been filled 
with memorable events and 
some pretty great games.  
 This past Sunday was the 
NFL’s biggest competition, 
the Super Bowl. Super Bowl 
53 was played between the 
AFC Champion New England 
Patriots, led by veteran QB 
Tom Brady, and the NFC 
Champion Los Angeles Rams, 
led by QB Jared Goff.  
 The Patriots had defeated 
the Kansas City Chiefs in the 
AFC Championship after the 
Chiefs’ defensive lineman, 
Dee Ford, leaped offside after 
the Chiefs intercepted a Tom 
Brady pass that would’ve sent 
them to the Super Bowl. The 
Patriots got a fresh set of 
downs, scored on the drive, 
and won the game in overtime.  
 The Rams won the NFC 
title game on a controversial 

no-call on a pass interference 
uncalled on Nickel Rouby-
Coleman. The Rams, led by 
Goff and their stellar defense, 
defeated future Hall of Fame 
QB Drew Brees and the New 
Orleans Saints in the final sec-
onds. Saints players and fans 
still feel they were “cheated” 
out of a win.  
 For the Super Bowl itself, 
there was not much in the way 
of scoring. The score was 0-0 
through the first quarter.  
 Brady threw an interception 
on his first pass of the game. 
New England kicker Stephen 
Gostkowski missed a first quar-
ter field goal, but he made a 
field goal in the second quarter 
giving New England a 3-0 
halftime lead.  
 The halftime show, featuring 
Maroon 5, Travis Scott, and a 
cameo of Spongebob 
Squarepants, was very unevent-
ful. The most eventful thing was 
when Maroon 5 singer Adam 
Levine took off his tank top.  

 The third quarter was also 
uneventful, although LA tied it 
with a field goal in the third to 
tie the score 3-3.  
 In the 4th quarter, 
Gostkowski kicked another 
field goal to give New Eng-
land a 6-3 lead. Later in the 
quarter, New England running 
back Sony Michel ran for the 
only TD of the game from one 
yard out, increasing the Patri-
ot’s lead to 13-3.   
 After a missed field goal 
by Rams kicker Greg Zuerlein, 
the Patriots won their sixth 
Super Bowl under head coach 
Bill Belichick and QB Tom 
Brady. The game’s MVP was 
the Pats’ wide receiver Julian 
Edelman with 10 catches for 
141 yards.  
 Overall, this year’s Super 
Bowl was very uneventful. 
Hopefully it will be more ex-
citing next year. Congratula-
tions to the New England Pa-
triots for their sixth Super 
Bowl victory.  

team, and the other girls seem 
to feed on her reliable presence 
down low. The future is bright 
for Sabrina if she can continue 
on this track. Maybe she might 
grow a few more inches, too. 
Nice job, Sabrina! 
 Look for the next issue of 
The Commons on Feb. 22 to 
see who will be featured as our 
next MVPs.  

 The longest government 
shutdown in U.S. history finally 
came to an end two weeks ago 
as Democrats and Republicans 
came together and passed a tem-
porary solution, notably without 
any funding for a border wall.  
 The keyword is temporary. 
President Trump has stated that 
“If we don’t get a fair deal … 
the government will either shut 
… again, or I will use the pow-
ers afforded to me … to address 
this emergency,” according to 
the Washington Post. The use of 
emergency powers would likely 
meet various legal challenges. 
 Aside from the obviously 
negative effects on the econo-
my, individual federal employ-
ees, national parks, and other 
public services, the problem is 
that the recent shutdown was 
essentially a political stare down 
that amounted to nothing.  
 Both sides bear the blame. 
When the president offered 
Democrats a deal on DACA, 
they refused, even though their  
early 2018 budget proposal had 
similar DACA provisions for 
even more wall funding, as re-

ported by CNBC. 
 On the other hand, the presi-
dent underestimated Nancy 
Pelosi’s negotiating capabilities, 
ultimately hurting his political 
standing. A recent Politico/
Morning Consult poll found 
54% of voters blame the presi-
dent and congressional Republi-
cans for the shutdown. 
 While congressional leaders 
try to hammer out a deal to keep 
the U.S. running for the rest of 
fiscal year 2019, the clock is 
ticking to prevent another such 
scenario. The recent spending 
bill will become obsolete next 
Friday, Feb. 15.  
 Until then, both parties must 
find a way to compromise, or 
the country will face yet another 
funding crisis. 

What did the shut-
down accomplish? 

Brenden gets better each game. 
PHOTO BY QUINTEN NOKES 

By Shashwat Singh 
OPINIONS EDITOR 

 
 Oral arguments were heard 
in the Supreme Court pertaining 
to the Carpenter v. Murphy case 
concerning jurisdictional dis-
putes between the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation and the State of 
Oklahoma on Nov. 27.  
 Although a final decision 
won’t be made until this sum-
mer, this is one of the most im-
portant cases for Oklahoma in 
years. 
 Patrick Murphy, a Muscogee 
tribal member, was convicted in 
Oklahoma state court on murder 
charges in 1999. He appealed 
his conviction on the grounds 
that the state had no jurisdiction 
over the case because the crime 
was committed on historic res-
ervations that were never dis-
banded.  
 According to Cornell Uni-
versity’s Legal Information In-
stitute, the Tenth Circuit Court 
of Appeals upheld in a 2018 

Supreme Court hears  
Creek Nation case 

 Most 
Valuable 

Players 
By Brady Heinig 

OPINIONS / SPORTS  2 
THE COMMONS                                                                                                                                                                                 Friday, February 8, 2019                 

 

case that Murphy was wrongful-
ly convicted.  
 If sustained by the Supreme 
Court, this decision could be 
devastating for Oklahoma’s 
economy, but could help multi-
ple indigenous tribes residing in 
the state. 
 This case should be upheld 
by the Supreme Court because 
of recent precedent in another  
case, Solem v. Bartlett. Accord-
ing to the University of Cincin-
nati Law Review, there is a 
three-part test that courts must 
use to determine whether or not 
a reservation was officially dis-
banded. 
 First, it should look at ex-
plicit intent of Congress to dis-
band the reservation. Second, it 
should look at historical context. 
And finally, it should contem-
plate the aftermath of such Con-
gressional action.  
 This particular case does not 
meet such standards because, as 
the Tenth Circuit Court deter-
mined, no explicit intent was 
prevalent, historical context 
showed no intent to diminish 
jurisdiction, and confusion sur-
rounding the aftermath meant 
the tribe retained presumption in 
such matters. 
 Although this case is not 
well known, it has major impli-
cations for the future of Oklaho-
ma. The Atlantic describes the 
consequences: more than 2,000 
cases could be reopened, and 
about half of Oklahoma could 
become reservation land, in-
cluding Tulsa County. 
 Despite the possible nega-
tive economic effects on the 
state, this case should be upheld 
by the Supreme Court based on 
its legal merits alone. 

Sabrina has had a great season. 
PHOTO BY QUINTEN NOKES 

 

By Shashwat Singh 
 

discourse 
civil 



  

 

The chase experiment 

By Mason Malloy 
FEATURES EDITOR 

 
 The battle for the top spot on 
YouTube has been ongoing be-
tween the Indian music and me-
dia channel, T-Series, and the 
number one YouTube gamer 
and commentator, PewDiePie. 
 Both channels have well 
over 80 million subscribers now 
on YouTube, which is quite 
impressive compared to years 
before. No one else has ever 
gotten close to achieving that 
number.   
 People in the United States 
have shown efforts and done all 
they can to advertise PewDie-
Pie’s channel. Those efforts 
have shown success at keeping 
PewDiePie at the top. His chan-
nel has blown out T-Series in 
the last months.  
 Unfortunately for PewDie-
Pie, T-Series has made efforts 
as well. Many people in India 
are getting internet access and 
are seeing the channel and sub-
scribing to it.  

 Another impressive thing 
about T-Series is that they broke 
the all-time record for the num-
ber of subscribers gained within 
a set time frame, which is ridic-
ulous.  
 As of this writing, PewDie-
Pie is ahead by 277,000 sub-
scribers but is decreasing very 
slowly.  
 If you are a PewDiePie fan, 
do not lose hope. T-Series has 
messed up on their content in 
the past.  
 First off, they have had two 
copyright strikes against their 
YouTube channel. They are one 
away from being kicked off the 
site.  
 Second, the channel has 
been known to spend millions of 
dollars buying subscribers in 
efforts to gain the lead in the 
race to the top of YouTube. 
 This is an intense race, and it 
is looking like T-Series will take 
the number one position within 
the next few months, providing 
they do not have another copy-
right issue.  

Which do you like best: 
PewDiePie or T-Series? 

By Andrew Jordan 
REVIEWS EDITOR 

 
 One of the most popular 
TV shows over the last couple 
of years has been “Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine.” It is a comedy 
show focused on the NYPD’s 
99th precinct and all of the 
police officers inside.  
 The main character is Jake 
Peralta (played by Andy Sam-
berg), an eccentric but amaz-
ing detective who is always 
just a bit childish, even in the 
most intense situations. He 
frequently conflicts with his 
new commanding officer, the 
stern Captain Ray Holt.  
 “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” has 
caught a lot of people’s atten-
tion over the past few years, 
becoming one of the most 
beloved comedies on TV to-
day.  
 It originally aired on Fox, 
where it was a huge hit. It 
lasted for five seasons, until 
something went wrong. Fox 
canceled the show, and the fan 
community went ballistic.  
 Everyone was outraged 
that their favorite show wasn’t 
coming back. Even famous 
people, including Mark Ha-
mill, were calling for the show 

to be reinstated or picked up by 
another network.  
 Their cries were heard. Less 
than a day after the Fox cancel-
lation, NBC picked up  “Brook-
lyn Nine-Nine” for a sixth sea-
son, and balance was restored 
among fans.  
 Now the first three episodes 
of Season 6 are out. I was afraid 
the new studio would do some-
thing different and mess up the 
show, but I was so wrong.  
 The show seems like it never 
even switched networks. It is the 
same, and back to the show that 
we all know and love.  
 The first episode came out 

with a bang and was able to 
grasp what made the show 
funny in the first place. All the 
fears that this season was go-
ing to be bad were silenced.  
 Although I didn’t exactly 
agree with some of the come-
dy because it just wasn’t funny 
to me, I think that overall this 
show is going to thrive on this 
new station.  
 I give “Brooklyn Nine-
Nine” Season 6’s opening 4.5 
out of 5 ravens. 

The entire cast of “Brooklyn Nine-Nine,” including Andy Samberg

(center),  is shown here.                                                 PUBLICITY PHOTO: NBC 

game REVIEW: ‘red dead redemption 2’ 
By Logan Payne  

STAFF WRITER 

 
 “Red Dead Redemption 2” 
was released on Oct. 26. It was 
one of the most highly antici-
pated games of the year.  
 When the first “Red Dead 
Redemption” came out, it won 
Game of the Year and Best 
Looking Game of the Year 
against many other amazing 
games. There is little doubt this 
new game will be any different. 
 Rockstar Games has taken 
years to perfect the way the 
game plays and looks for the 
fans of “Red Dead Redemp-
tion.”  

 While playing the game, I 
was amazed not only by the 
details, but the storyline as well.  
It is extremely detail-oriented 
with some great features.  
 In the game, you play a 
westerner with a good heart who 
is part of a notorious gang. 
There are many large differ-
ences between the first game 
and this second one. In this 
game, you are part of a gang and 
you have to hunt to find food 
and feed the people you are 
with.  
 Another new feature is the 
ability to upgrade your player 
through hunting and finding 
animal pelts. You can even up-

grade your carriage so that you 
can travel from place to place 
more easily throughout the 
game.  
 Another feature, one that 
was taken from the Grand Theft 
Auto storyline, is that you have 
to prep for the heists that your 
gang does.  
 This is an amazing game, 
and I recommend that anyone of 
age download and play it. This 
game has an M rating, so young-
er players should ask for permis-
sion. I give it 5 ravens out of 5. 

TV REVIEW: ‘Brooklyn nine-nine’ 

MOVIE REVIEW:  
‘Dragon Ball Super: Broly’ 
By Noah Hall  
STAFF WRITER 

 
 “Dragon Ball Super: Broly” 
breaks the ice with an outstand-
ing new entry to the Dragon 
Ball Super franchise.  
 Directed by Tatsuya Naga-
mine, the new film follows the 
basic plot progression of mod-
ern Dragon Ball, but it executes 
the formula with a new and 
exciting approach.  
 As with most Dragon Ball 
movies, the main draw is the 
great cast of characters and the 
intense fights.  
 Luckily for both fans and 
newcomers, the movie fills both 
expectations excellently with a 

great cast of fan favorites. For 
once, Broly and Bardock are 
more fully characterized and 
fleshed out.  
 “DBS: Broly” has one main 
fight with some setup to the 
fight. This may not seem like 
much, or at the very least drawn 
out for a 1 hour and 40 minute 
movie. However, the movie is 
able to perfectly demonstrate the 
concept of “power scaling”  
(where a hero or villain is given 
new abilities or power to match 
that of the opponent).  
 The main fight is a battle of 
Vegeta and Goku against Broly. 
What may seem like an uneven 
match with Goku and Vegata’s 
immense strength soon becomes 

a battle of strategy as Broly 
overpowers them both.  
 To go along with the excel-
lent fight scenes is a fantastic 
soundtrack. Most of the battle 
music is matched and timed 
with the particular attacks and 
who is fighting. In addition, 
there is a fantastic original song 
by Daichi Muira titled 
“Blizzard.”  
 “Dragon Ball Super: Broly” 
had a hit box office release, 
earning over $28 million within 
its first month. I give this PG 
film 5 ravens out of 5. 
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game. Chase tried to move, but 
he found he was strapped to a 
medical gurney.  
 “Who are you?” Chase 
asked, his voice cracking. 
 “Well, I guess it won’t 
matter if you know. My name 
is Will. We met when I kicked 
down your door.” 
 Chase remembered the 
break-in and the man with the 
skull mask knocking him out 
with the butt of his rifle. His 
head still throbbed. Will ran 
his hand through Chase’s 
brown hair, smirking when he 
saw the pain in the boy’s fore-
head.  
 “I may have to apologize. I 
may not have hit you hard 
enough,” he laughed.  
 Chase didn’t. “What do 
you want with me?”  
 “It’s not what I want with 
you, it’s what they want with 
you,” Will said, smirking. 
 “Just … let me out of 
here,” Chase pleaded. 
 “Yeah, I can’t do that. But 
I will say, you’re going to be 
here a while, so get comforta-
ble,” Will said as he turned 
and walked out of the room. 
 Chase closed his eyes and 
fought back tears …  

… to be continued 

By Andrew Jordan 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Previously …Armed men 
broke down Chase’s door and 
abducted him … 
 

 Chase opened his eyes to 
see the white clouds and  
green grass that were oh-so- 
familiar from his time in the 
afterlife. “No, this isn’t real,” 
he said, pinching himself. 
 “What makes you think 
none of this is real?” a boom-
ing voice called out. 
 Chase looked up and saw 
the guardian standing there, 
wings and all.  
 “You’re not real, I know 
you’re not real,” Chase kept 
repeating to himself. 
 “Maybe, maybe not. You 
will have to decide that for 
yourself,” she said. 
 Then Chase’s vision went 
black, and he woke up back in 
the real world. 
 “Good morning, Chase. 
You have a good rest?” 
 Chase opened his eyes. A 
man stood over him, looking 
like a soldier from a video-

When Chase wakes, his head hurts …        ILLUSTRATION BY PENNY MUSICK 

creative fiction 



 

By Ava Fritts 

Wacky 
WORLD 

By Brady Heinig 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 It is safe to say that the Cafe-
teria is the most visited space in 
the Upper School. It is the place 
where we meet in the mornings, 
a place to enjoy company with 
our friends during the day, and, 
of course, a place to eat. 
 Over the past several weeks, 
there have been board games 
distributed throughout the Cafe-
teria for students to enjoy.  
 There has been a very posi-
tive reaction from the students, 
and the games have been in use 
every day since they were put 
out, both during lunch and free 
periods. 
 The school has done a great 

job of finding new ways to en-
gage the students and bring life 
to the campus. Even though this 
is a small measure, it makes a 
difference in the happiness and 
enjoyment of the students. 
 Lunchtime and free periods 
have always been opportunities 
for Ravens to not only eat to-
gether, but to bond and become 
closer as a community. 
 Whether it be through jungle 
pong, basketball, soccer, foot-
ball, club meetings, and now 
board games, there will always 
be ways to connect with each 
other at lunch or during free 
periods.  
 Who knows, maybe they 
will put an Xbox in the cafeteria 
next! 

Games in cafeteria 

Jacob Irom and Abraham Khan play chess during a free period. 
PHOTO BY JACK BLUHM 

 

By Will Dozier 
STAFF WRITER 

  
 As we all spend more time 
inside during the winter 
spreading germs, the flu con-
tinues to spread at an alarming 
rate.  
 According to the Oklaho-
ma State Health Department, 
the number of flu deaths has 
seen a rise this year. With 
about 18 deaths in Oklahoma 
by Jan. 24, both young people 
and adults are in danger.  
 Last year, flu deaths and 
hospitalization were at the 
highest in decades, reports the 
Washington Post. With a total 
of 80,000 deaths last flu sea-

son, the deaths outnumbered 
the previous high of 56,000 
over three decades ago.
 The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recom-
mend getting an influenza 
vaccine to protect from the flu. 
Not only does the flu shot re-
duce your chances of becom-
ing sick enough to see a doctor 
by 40%, but the flu shot also 
reduces the intensity of some 
of the negative effects caused 
by the flu.   
 In order to protect from the 
flu — it’s not too late! — 
make sure you get a flu shot! 
Visit a local Walgreen’s, CVS, 
Walmart, or any location that 
offers the vaccine. 

Flu deaths in  
Oklahoma rising 

By Brady Heinig 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 Last weekend, the Varsity 
Academic Bowl squad reached 
the pinnacle of the program’s 
history.  
 The past few years have 
been successful for the team, 
but they never finished better 
than third place.  
 That all changed on Satur-
day, when the team claimed 
their first state championship. 
 When playing at such a high 
level of competition, one would 
expect the games to be close. 
However, the Ravens blew 
away the competition by beating 
each team by at least 100 points. 
 Their final opponent, 
Vanoss, gave the team little 
trouble as they easily handled 
them by 160 points. Every sin-
gle person on the team scored at 
some point in the state tourna-
ment, showing the great depth 
this team has.  
 Next year they should be 
even stronger and more success-

ful, as every player is returning. 
There are no seniors on the 
team, so the experience gained 
this year on the big stage will be 
very beneficial moving forward 
next season.  
 The members of the 2019 

state championship winning 
team are juniors Ava Fritts, Alex 
Motazedi, Ethan Shaw, and 
Shashwat Singh, along with 
sophomores Tobin Anderson, 
Miles Capehart, Robert Hale, 
and Brenden Paul. 

Academic Bowlers take State! 
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In our next issue: ENGINEERING CHALLENGE, Under-
water hockey, auditions, reviews & more …  

 

For valentine’s, a different idea 
 Valentine’s Day is all 
about showing love to the 
things you love, be it people, 
pets, or inanimate objects. 
 Wacky World wants to 
start a new tradition this Val-
entine’s Day: How about 
showing love to your ex?  
 The Hemsley Conservation 
Center, a zoo in England, is 
aiming to do just that. For $2, 
anyone can name a cockroach 
after their ex to show how 
much they truly mean to them. 
 The program is called 
“Name a Cockroach,” and it 
was announced on Jan. 11. It 
will happen on the Day of 
Love.  

worthless ex-‘someone’ on 
this special holiday of love.” 
 The website for the pro-
gram explains that the $2 will 
be used to fund the zoo’s fu-
ture endeavors.  
 Naming the cockroach will 
result in a certificate for the 
purchaser, but the certificate 
will not have the name of the 
roach on it to prevent a rage 
fest in case the ex finds it. But 
it can be personalized with a 
message box. 
 However, the names of all 
the cockroaches will appear on 
a wall in the zoo’s exhibit 
where they can be seen when 
it opens on Valentine’s Day. 

 As their Facebook an-
nouncement says, “For those 
that don’t quite require revenge, 
there’s another way to make 
you feel better about getting 
back at your ex this Valentine’s 
Day. The HCC is offering the 
chance to name a cockroach in 
honor of your (or your friend’s) 

Variety Show coming up 
By Mason Malloy 

FEATURES EDITOR 

 
 Riverfield has a fantastic 
Drama elective program on 
campus that has produced many 
great shows in the past. But the 
upcoming  “Variety Show” may 
take the cake as one of the most 
unique.  
 The show allows students 
and faculty to perform their nat-
ural talents and gifts. These tal-
ents could take the form of mu-
sic or just something unique. 
 Another great thing about 
the show is that students do not 
have to be in Drama to audition. 
 Drama student Tara Fritts 
will be one of those performing, 
although she will not be acting.  
 “I’m going to be doing tap 
dancing, and I am pretty excit-
ed!” Tara said. “I’ve been danc-
ing for quite a few years now, 
but this is the first dance I’ve 
choreographed myself. I feel 
really good about it,” she added.  

 Many students have not had 
an opportunity to express their 
special talents in this manner 
before. Some of the acts may be 
humorous and will give you a 
laugh. Some of the acts will 

impress you. Regardless, the 
show will be entertaining to 
watch. It will take place on Fri-
day, Feb. 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Upper School Cafeteria. Don’t 
miss it!  

Watch what you put into recycling bins!  
 

The “MR. Murph” recycling units accept paper, cardboard, 
aluminum cans (but NOT pop cans!), and Plastics 1 and 2.  
That is all! Do not put other items such as plastic sacks, 
plastic film or foam board in with the recyclables!!! 

Congrats to RCDS’s first Varsity Academic Bowl State Champions! 
PHOTO BY NATHAN PAUL 


