
Our Plan for the
2020-2021 

School Year



SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT: 

The mission of Riverf ield Country 
Day School is to provide an excellent 
education in a family oriented 
atmosphere.  Students are motivated 
and encouraged to learn, develop 
and mature in a respectful, secure, 
and diverse environment.  A caring, 
creative faculty and a challenging, 
integrated, and personalized 
curriculum promote the development 
of the whole student as a conf ident 
and responsible learner prepared for 
success today and tomorrow.
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RCDS is 
committed to 
opening school 
in the fall.
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Riverfield Country Day School is committed to 
opening school in the fall. Our mission statement 
will guide our opening, and though we may live our 
mission in different ways over the next school year, 
our belief is that this is a temporary condition and 
that if we work together and support each other 
then we will meet this challenge and be a stronger 
community moving forward.

Systems put in place this summer will be 
continuously evaluated and will no doubt evolve as 
we progress through the school year. These may 
be adjusted based on a significant increase in the 
number of students we will serve in the fall versus 
the number of students enrolled in our summer 
programs. All policies are intended to mitigate, not 
eliminate risk.

We must be mindful and responsive to the decisions 
made by local, state, and national authorities. We 
will continue to utilize the CDC recommendations 
and those of the Tulsa Health Department, the 
Oklahoma Departments of Health and Education, 
and the American Academy of Pediatrics.

OUR COMMITMENT
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OUR PLAYBOOK

Riverfield is building a clear and 
comprehensive playbook with the 
most creative and multifaceted 
tools available to respond to an ever-
changinig, uncertain public health 
scenario. 

As a school of inquiry, innovation, 
and impact, we want to be ready 
to deploy the appropriate model at 
the right time and be prepared for 
various scenarios simultaneously 
throughout the campus. 

We have added some "Flex Days" 
into the school calendar should 
the whole school be closed for an 
extended period.
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2020
August 10-14  In-service Week - No School
August 16   Open House
August 17   First Day of 2020-21 School Year
September 7  Labor Day - No School
October 16   Fall Break - No School*
November 20  Visiting Day
November 25  Thanksgiving Break - Extended Day
    children only; 7am-3pm*
November 26-27  Thanksgiving Break - No School
December 18  Last Day of First Semester*
Dec. 21 - Jan. 1  Winter Break - No School*

2021
January 4   School Resumes
February 15   President's Day - No School
March 15-19   Spring Break; Extended Day children
    only
May 12   Last Day of 2020-21 School Year*
May 13, 14, 17  Staff In-service Days - No School
May 13   8th Grade Closing Exercises
May 14   Upper School Commencement
    Exercises
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2020-2021

• October 15 will be a school day.

• November 25. December 21, 22, 
and May 13-26 will be Flex Days.

• The Riverfield Board of Trustees 
set aside the Flex Days to be 
used if other days are missed in 
excess due to campus closure.

*Changes to 2020-21 Calendar:
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ONE RIVERFIELD!

We have identified three 
public health scenarios, and 
we have plans in place for 
each and we will be ready 
to adjust as the  situation 
requires. Our hope is that 
the Tulsa community is able 
to avoid Scenario C in the 
coming year.

As a community, it is 
incumbent upon each of us 
to care for the greater good 
and make every effort to keep 
ourselves and our community 
healthy. Hopefully, these 
sacrifices will lead to an 
earlier positive outcome for 
all of us.
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Public Health Scenario A
Strong-public health response succeeds, controlling the spread

Students on campus, no physical distancing  required, regular 
schedule, athletics and extracurriculars as usual.

Public Health Scenario B - (Our current state)
Effective response but virus lingers or recurs requiring some 
physical distancing

Most students on campus/remote learning as needed, physical 
distancing required. Class/cohort model in effect. Athletics 
and extracurriculars will follow OSSAA guidelines and 
recommendations. Virtual learning to students who choose to 
stay home.

 
Public Health Scenario C
Pandemic escalation, demanding stronger public-health 
interventions

Students/teachers at home. Remote learning for all ages.   

Preschool -We will make every effort to keep our Preschool 
open throughout the year. We will do so with the guidance 
of the Tulsa Health Department and Licensing. It may be 
incumbent upon parents to provide information on their 
essential employee status during this time.

FACTORS AFFECTING OUR PLAN
The public health scenario in Tulsa will determine 
what is available for our students

Virtual Learning - students 
connect to the classroom 
via webcam and interact as 
much as possible

Remote Learning - 
Synchronous and 
asynhcronous learning with 
no students on campus
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Riverfield continues to be extensively tuition 
driven and 84% of our resources are designated 
to our faculty and staff. Each year our budget 
is finalized in August after our final enrollment 
is determined. We have allocated additional 
monies to financial aid and are trying to 
establish a fund to help families in need 
throughout the year. We are also adding Flex 
Days to the calendar to make up for time that 
may be missed if the entire school is closed.

This year families may alter their contracts 
without penalty through July 15, 2020. Please 
notify Kristy Busenburg at kbusenburg@
riverfield.org. 

After July 15, 2020, for the 2020-21 school year, 
any family may withdraw with 60 days notice.

FINANCE



OPERATIONS
Riverf ield has plenty of EPA-approved 
cleaning/sanitizing/disinfecting supplies 
and will continue to be vigilant in cleaning 
and sanitizing spaces and materials, paying 
close attention to high touch surfaces and 
materials. When necessary, we will disinfect 
the entire campus using our fog machine.

While facility team members will deep clean 
spaces after hours as well as wipe down 
door handles and hard surfaces during the 
day, students will partner with faculty/staff 
to prioritize regular cleaning practices for 
desks, equipment, writing utensils, and other 
classroom materials. Physical Education 
equipment and playground equipment will 
be disinfected before classes depart.



The opening of Summer Camp 
has given us a glimpse of the 
policies and procedures we will use 
throughout the school year. While 
these will continue to evolve, this is 
what we are using today. If changes 
are made, either campuswide or by 
division, you will be informed by a 
member of the leadership team.

DAILY LIFE
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7:45 am - 5:30 pm

HOURS OF OPERATION

With the exception of infants, all students 
will be dropped off and picked up in car 
line using staggered start and end of day 
times.

ARRIVAL AND END OF DAY
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Families will sign in digitally and will confirm 
that their child and their family are symptom 
free each day.

DAILY ROUTINE
Temperatures will be taken daily prior to 
students entering the building.

TEMPERATURE
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Students in K-12th grades will need to 
bring a mask to school every day and have 
it available at all times.

Children over the age of three years old 
can wear masks if requested by parents, 
and teachers will make every effort to 
ensure masks are used during the day.

If choosing for your child to wear a mask, a 
clean mask must be provided every day.

• No masks will be worn during nap time.

• Children ages two and under are not 
permitted to wear masks.

Teachers will wear face masks at arrival 
and departure, in common areas, and 
when distancing is not feasible, or 
nurturing.

Group Size and Co-mingling

Riverfield has always believed in small 
group sizes and will continue to operate 
under this premise.

Each class/cohort will enter and exit the 
building through external doorways to 
minimize mixing groups throughout the 
day.

Students may be asked to wear masks 
when co-mingling outside of their 
cohorts.

For children who rest, they will rest 
in a head-to-foot or foot-to-foot 
configuration, allowing as much 
distance as possible between spots.

FACE COVERINGS SOCIAL DISTANCING
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• Lunches will be served in each 
classroom or outdoor space

• Lunches will be individually plated 
and served.

• Preschool snacks will be pre-
packaged or individually plated 
and served.

• Food Service options may change 
prior to the start of school

All-school events will be minimized at the 
start of the school year and may transition 
into smaller class/cohort events or virtual 
meetings.

We are limiting access to campus buildings 
to students, faculty, and staff for the start 
of school, or until we move to Scenario A in 
Tulsa.

In-depth communication between teachers 
and parents will happen through email, 
phone calls, and written notes.

FOOD SERVICE
EVENTS, VISITORS, FAMILIES 
ON CAMPUS
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Riverfield is required to report any symptoms 
present in people in the school community 
to the Tulsa County Health Department, 
and they will provide guidance regarding 
protocols and exclusion time.

Any one of the following symptoms require 
children or teachers to stay home from 
school and inform us as soon as possible.

• Fever of 100.4 or above
• Cough
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
• New loss of taste or smell
• Sore throat
• Congestion or runny nose
• Fatigue
• Mustle or body aches
• Headache
• Nausea or vomiting
• Diarrhea
• A family member living within your home 

has any one of the above symptoms

COVID-19 SYMPTOMS 
AND EXCLUSION

What if a child becomes 
sick at school?
If a child becomes sick at school, 
parents will be notified, and the 
child must be picked up from 
school within 45 minutes.

What if someone in our 
community tests positive?
At this time, the Health 
Department is advising us to 
consider anyone who presents 
with multiple COVID-19 symptoms 
to be a presumed positive. If the 
child or staff member is at the 
school when presenting with 
multiple symptoms, Riverfield 
may be required to close for 48 
hours for deep cleaning and 
disinfecting.

Riverfield is implementing a 
class/cohort system in the hope 
that we will not have to close the 
entire campus, but may be able 
to isolate exposure to an affected 
area.
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While we may not all agree on what is best 
at all times, please know that our plans are 
made with the best of intentions and with the 
health and well-being of our students, faculty, 
and staff in mind. During these trying times, 
we as a community will prosper by creating 
a culture of respect and by demonstrating 
respectful dialogue throughout the year. We 
will remain nimble and adapt to hopefully 
improving conditions in the 2020-21 school 
year.

A CULTURE OF RESPECT AND 
FLEXIBILITY



2433 W. 61st St., Tulsa, OK 74132
918.446-3533         riverfield.org


