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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

If “pro” is the opposite
of “con,” what is the
opposite of progress?

Is it “art” or “graffiti”?
You be the judge

Carl and Bryce square off
once again
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By Matt Faeth

STAFF WRITER

transition has taken place dur-
ing Upper School lunch peri-
ods, before and after school. In
the past, the sport of Jungle
Pong prevailed with the major-
ity of boys here at Riverfield.
But Frisbee Golf has taken over very

quickly.

Jon Kelley and Mr. Breig have devel-
oped an entire 18 hole course that winds
through our beautiful campus. Mr. Breig
and Michael Kelley hold two course re-
cords at 8 under par on the full 18. (This
Frisbee Golfer wishes to remain anony-
mous concerning his own score.)

When | asked course record holder Mr.
Breig for a comment, he had this to say.
“Frisbee Golf, or Disc Golf as it is offi-
cially called, is fun. It overlaps golf rules
and format of play with different equip-
ment. The Riverfield course is balanced

Matt Faeth and Tristan Hightower demonstrate the newest sport at Riverfield.
PHOTO BY RAMSEY TALLADIVEDULA

field.”

been M.LA,
stranded.

with competitive distances and targets that
meander through the interior and exterior
portions of the campus. The course takes
you up ‘Big Nasty’ and across the football

We only use top of the line Frisbees
that have been approved by the D.G.A. On
average, these Frisbees cost $10. Some of
the Frisbees that have experienced the
most success at our
“Champion Groove” and “The Epic.”

Although beautiful, our course is chal-
lenging, and in the five months that Frisbee
Golf has existed at Riverfield, approxi-
mately $400 dollars worth of Frisbees has
lost, broken, drowned or

Frisbee Golf offers a welcome respite
from a hard day of classes. Everyone has
their own favorite escape, but some have
yet to find one that suits them. If you
would like to try Frisbee Golf to see how it
fits you, just ask Mr. Breig or any of the
players here at Riverfield.

course are the
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Welfare
drug tests?

By Sam Laney

NEWS EDITOR

Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families (TANF) is a
government program that offers
financial assistance to families
in poverty. A recent bill passed
an Oklahoma Senate panel that
would require all those seeking
assistance or currently receiving
assistance to submit to a drug
test. The law would only apply
if there was “reasonable cause”
for suspicion. All those with a
confirmed positive result would
be ineligible to receive TANF
assistance, and would be re-
stricted from applying again for
one to three years.

The Department of Human
Services estimates this testing
could cost as much as $3 mil-
lion. This does not include the
cost of retesting to eliminate
false positives, or the cost of
personnel to administer tests.

Some believe there is a
problem with the constitutional-
ity of the practice. Previous
state attempts to implement
similar drug testing procedures
have been struck down as un-
constitutional because they vio-
late the Fourth Amendment pro-
tection from unreasonable
searches. Others argue that it is
perfectly reasonable since those
who would be tested are asking
for financial assistance.

Which is more important—
the privacy of an individual or
making sure the money is given
to those who need it most? Any-
one who tests positive probably
does need help, but the money
may go to fuel their addiction.
Help is not help if it is the
wrong kind, and this bill could
aid in determining what kind of
help is needed.

Tulsa family chosen for ‘Extreme Makeover’

By Chris Dickey

STAFF WRITER

Can you imagine coming
back from vacation to a new,
bigger, and better house where
your old one stood? This actu-
ally happened three weeks ago
to my friend, Jared Stark-
weather, a sophomore at Edison.

His family was picked by
ABC’s “Extreme Makeover:
Home Edition.” They were noti-
fied they had been chosen on
Thursday morning, January 28,
and they left on vacation later
that day. While they were gone,
their home at 1124 S. Indian-
apolis was torn down and a new
house was built in its place.

Thousands of Tulsa volun-
teers worked around the clock

for nearly a week in the ice and
snow. So many volunteered that
some had to be turned away.
Greg Simmons, the project’s
principal builder, said those who
came to help were “the hardest-
working volunteers we’ve ever
seen. It was like a miracle.”

The University of Tulsa
gave each of the three Stark-
weather children a four-year
undergraduate scholarship as
well as giving Ethan, Jared’s
youngest brother, audiology
valuations and speech therapy.

Ethan has Prader-Willi syn-
drome, a rare, life-threatening
genetic disorder. His condition
is kept under control by a strict
schedule, low-calorie diet, ther-
apy, and daily injections. The
new house was designed with

his needs in mind.

Now Jared and his family
are eager to watch their episode
of “Extreme Makeover: Home

Edition” which is scheduled to
air sometime in March so they
can see for themselves how their
new house was built.

Host Ty Pennington (far right) shows the Starkweather family its
brand new home on February 3 as volunteers look on.
PHOTOS BY KELLIE MANN-GILPIN AND CHRIS DICKEY
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Riverfield basketball ends

Friday, February 26, 2010

RAVEN SOCCER SEASON is now underway! The boys played their first game last

night against Summit Christian. The girls play their first game Tuesday at Ft. Gibson . . .

(Left) Michael Kelley goes for a block. (Right) Coach Crowl talks to her team.
PHOTOS BY ROBERTA PEAKE

By Ryan Peake

STAFF WRITER

Riverfield’s boys’ and
girls’ basketball teams had
stellar seasons. The Lady Ra-
vens finished with a record of
12-9, and the Ravens broke a
school record for wins in a
season with 20+ wins, finish-
ing the season at 21-5. Two of
the boys’ losses were against
CHEF, and three against Re-
joice.

On February 12, Riverfield
hosted Senior Night during the
last home game of the season.
With one of the largest and
loudest crowds in school his-

tory, the Lady Ravens lost to
CHEF 35-40 in a hard-fought
battle. Looking to avenge a pre-
vious loss against CHEF, the
Ravens also played a tough
game but lost 53-59.

During halftime of the boy’s
game, the seniors playing bas-
ketball and cheering were recog-
nized. Seniors for the girls are
Lynley Fox, Darcie Golden,
Alayna McClendon, Sarah
McGunegill, Marisa Morgan,
Abby Saizow, Ana Tamasese,
and Molly Tierney. There is
only one senior for the boys:
Michael Kelley.

For Riverfield’s last basket-
ball games of the 2009-10 sea-

son, the teams traveled to Cof-
feyville, Kansas. The girls lost
25-43 in a tough contest to
Tyro Christian who had one
player that seemed unstoppa-
ble. The boys, only up by 9 at
halftime, won their game 81-
51. Michael Kelley finished
the season with some of his
best games ever. Against
CHEF he made 38 points, and
against Tyro Christian he had
a season high of 41 points.

Riverfield basketball will
be back next year, looking to
build on this year’s success.
The teams wish to thank all
who came out to support them
this season.

NBA'’s Black Friday trade review

By Ben Rao

SPORTS EDITOR

Unlike the Olympic luge
tragedy, the NBA has recently
faced a threat that comes out of
the realm of competition. When
Gilbert Arenas and Javaris Crit-
tenton brought guns into the
Washington Wizards” locker
room, shockwaves were sent
around the league. Both players
were immediately suspended for
the rest of the season, putting an
exclamation point on what has
been a dreadful season. With the
team playing poorly, GM Ernie
Grunfeld decided to unload his
players with the biggest con-
tracts to clear up cap space for
this summer’s free agent frenzy.
Now Antawn Jamison and

Caron Butler are with new
teams, and the Wizards are
looking to rebuild.

Here’s an overview of what
went down on the NBA’s Black
Friday.

1. Cavs get Antawn Jamison and
Sebastian Telfair. Wizards get Al
Thornton, Zydrunas llgauskas, rights
to Emir Preldzic, and 2010 first round
pick. Clippers get Drew Gooden.

Cleveland finally made a big deal to
get another big time scorer to comple-
ment LeBron James. How well Jamison
plays may determine how far Cleveland
goes in the playoffs. Also, llgauskas will
most likely be bought out of his contract
by Washington and will get to re-sign
with Cleveland 30 days afterward.
Cleveland’s GM Danny Ferry has
probably won himself executive of the
year with this great deal.

2. Dallas gets Caron Butler, Bren-
dan Haywood, DeShawn Stevenson,

and cash. Washington gets Josh How-
ard, Drew Gooden, Quinton Ross, and
James Singleton.

Washington traded Gooden the day
after this deal. Dallas owner Mark Cu-
ban is always willing to make deals, and
this was no exception. He traded his
young but struggling star in Josh How-
ard for the more proven veteran Caron
Butler. For this year it makes the Mavs
better, which is what’s important. Yet,
like when the Mavs traded Devin Harris
for Jason Kidd, they may soon regret not
keeping their young talent.

3. Blazers get Marcus Camby. Clip-
pers get Steve Blake, Travis Outlaw,
and cash.

This might be the most underrated
deal of the day. The Blazers picked up
Camby’s expiring contract, and he will
instantly contribute on the defensive
end. Having a physical center like
Camby will help Portland in the playoffs
against teams like the Spurs and Lakers
with star big men like Tim Duncan, Pau
Gasol, and Andrew Bynum.

Jones endangers NFL

By Ben Rao

SPORTS EDITOR

From Jerry Jones’ luxurious
office, he can look down onto
the field at his brand new sta-
dium. $1.2 billion was spent to
build Cowboys Stadium, a re-
tractable-roofed behemoth that
seats 80,000 fans. More than
100,000 were there when the
Cowboys hosted the Giants in
their first game of the past sea-
son. Jones’ team, at a net worth
of $1.6 billion, is the richest in
the NFL. In its first year, Cow-
boys Stadium will host a cham-
pionship boxing match, the Fi-
nal Four, and the Super Bowl.

Jones is flat out the most
financially successful owner of
any team in professional sports.
Yet Jones’ business prowess has
come at the expense of his
teams’ on-field success. A man
who once built a football dy-
nasty by winning three Super
Bowls in the early ’90s has
turned the Cowboys’ once
proud franchise into a sideshow
in suburban Dallas. From sign-
ing players like Tank Johnson,
Terrell Owens, and Adam

Jones, to hiring Wade Phillips to
be the head coach, the Cowboys
are now less compatible than the
cast of Jersey Shore at a
MENSA meeting.

In addition to these miscasts,
Jones is now endangering not
only his own team but the entire
NFL. As the league nears the
end of its current collective bar-
gaining agreement, Jones has
tried to use his weight to make
the agreement more favorable
for the owners. As of this writ-
ing, the owners are asking the
players union for 60% of foot-
ball revenue, with Jones at the
forefront of these talks. Jones
has also been vocal about end-
ing revenue sharing, which
benefits teams in smaller mar-
kets. This way, Jones’ empire in
Dallas would become even
richer.

It is this greedy, selfish atti-
tude that has ruined baseball and
its competitive balance. Now it
looks like Jones is trying to
move the NFL in the same di-
rection. It seems as though
Jones is more concerned about
filling his bank account than his
trophy case.

MLB needs salary cap

By Matt Faeth
STAFF WRITER

In the National Football
League (NFL) and National
Basketball Association
(NBA), every single franchise
involved in the league has a
chance to win a championship
for one reason. That reason is
because a salary cap exists.

A salary cap is a limit on
the amount of money a team
can spend on player salaries.
The limit exists as a per-player
limit, a total limit for the
team’s roster, or both, and it is
meant to create fairness.

In major league baseball
(MLB), a salary cap doesn’t
exist. So cities with larger
markets and therefore more
revenue for players’ salaries
can pay as much as they want
to buy their teams to the top.

In 2009, the largest MLB

payroll was being shoveled out
by the giant that is the New
York Yankees. Their payroll is
a staggering $201,449,289.
The other New York team, the
Mets, pays considerably less,
but is still second in the league
at $135,773,988.

On the other side of the
spectrum lie the poor Florida
Marlins, whose home is found
in humble South Florida and
whose payroll is only
$36,814,000.

As it stands now, only the
New Yorks, Philadelphias, St.
Louises, LAs, and Dallases of
the world will be able to suc-
ceed in the baseball world.

A salary cap needs to be
implemented in major league
baseball in order to give each
city a fair shot at gaining a
pennant and make America’s
favorite pastime a top tier
sport once again.

Riverfield’s spring sports begin practices

By Bryce Rossler

STAFF WRITER

With Riverfield basketball
put to rest and spring sports
knocking at the door, it’s obvi-
ous that March is almost here.
The addition of soccer to the
previous programs of golf and
tennis proves that the school is
looking to expand its booming
athletic department.

Recent news about the inau-
gural soccer season has been
buzzing around, and many ex-
pect it to be a successful season.
With former MLS player Mi-
chael Nsien hired to coach the

boys’ team, former ORU player
Lindsey Watts to head the girls’
team, and veteran soccer players
from years past already attend-
ing Riverfield, this first com-
petitive soccer season looks to
be a decent one.

Coach Watts optimistically
stated, “It’s our first season for
ladies’ soccer, which is so excit-
ing. These girls can know that
every play they make, every bit
of effort they put in, is building
the future of soccer at Riverfield
for years to come. The 2010
team will leave a legacy upon
which we will build all future
successes.”

Golf, which will start on
Monday (a week later than the
other sports,) is headed by
Coach Bogle. Led by seniors
Michael Kelley and Kalob
Crowe, the golf team looks to
have a promising season, as
they’re on par with all the other
sports. Coach Bogle made the
following comments. “Michael
and Kalob are talented golfers.
They will lead a solid team that
includes returners Ryan Peake
and Matt Faeth along with new-
comers Zack Allen, Robb Scott,
and Michael Sampson.”

The first spring sport to be
held at Riverfield, tennis is now

entering its fifth competitive
season. Mr. Clark has arranged
a full schedule for all the teams,
from middle school boys and
girls to high school boys and
girls, with a combined 20+
matches for each team. He feels
good about the returning play-
ers, with Tristan Hightower and
Kenny Kite leading the charge
for the boys, and Ramsey Tal-
ladivedula leading the girls’
team.

If you haven’t signed up to
participate in one of the spring
sports yet, talk to the coaches as
soon as possible. We’d love to
have you!

Kenny Kite is playing tennis...
which sport will you choose?
PHOTO BY RAMSEY TALLADIVEDULA
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TV Review:

By Meghan Kelkar

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

January saw the beginning
of another season of both
American ldol and America’s
Best Dance Crew.

Both shows opened in
audition mode for competi-
tion, and both feature Randy
Jackson. It is Season 9 of Al
and Season 5 of ABDC. Both
have replaced one of their
three main judges. Paula Ab-
dul was replaced on Al by
Kara DioGuardi, who was a
fourth judge last season. On
ABDC, Shane Sparks was re-
placed with former R&B artist
Omarion. Sparks is facing

Friday, February 26, 2010

COMING UP IN OUR NEXT ISSUE: Major League Baseball preview, the Toyota recall, music
and game reviews, Facebook drama, Ben & Bryce talk women’s fashion, and more! . . .

Al & ABDC

legal issues, but hopefully he
will return next season. Abdul
will not be returning to Ameri-
can Idol.

“The Hollywood Rounds”
for American ldol kicked off
on February 9, and the show is
now down to the top 24. Amer-
ica’s Best Dance Crew is still
searching for the best crews
across America and audition-
ing them in Hollywood. They
already have their chosen
crews for the live show from
the South. Five crews will be
auditioned from each of the
other regions for the live show.

Stay tuned to see how both
of these popular shows turn
out this season!

Movie Review: Tetsuo

By Malachi Keeter

FEATURES EDITOR

On the list of movies you’ve
never heard of, Tetsuo: The Iron
Man, is one of the best.

The film is the best known
work of Japanese director
Shinya Tsukamoto, considered
by many to be the father (or at
least the best) of Japanese cy-
berpunk cinema.

Tsukamoto’s style is unique
and unforgettable. Dialogue is
sparse, and when it appears it is
simple and to the point. His
films are generally done in
black and white and often
filmed in an intentionally cha-
otic manner, using industrial
noise as a soundtrack instead of
ambient noise or music.

Tetsuo contains all of these,
and uses them to amazing ef-
fect, creating a bleak, immer-
sive, albeit confusing film.

So far in 2010, Tsukamoto
filmed his first film in English,
and it is one of the very few that
he has done in color.

Tetsuo: The Bullet Man is
the third film in the trilogy that
began with The Iron Man. The
Bullet Man is a stand-out among

today’s sci-fi  movies. The
budget used was relatively
low—about 1/100" of last

year’s Transformers movie—
but it was money well spent. All
of Tsukamoto’s signature ele-
ments are present, and although
the possibility of mainstream
popularity is slim, it promises to
be an excellent film.
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here exists a hidden gallery spread across the alleyways and brick walls

of Tulsa. You may have seen some of its murals and graffiti, or maybe you
haven’t yet strolled down the right streets. Commissioned murals spanning the
entire sides of businesses, such as the White Owl Pub on Cherry Street (top two
photos) exist alongside colorful graffiti, stenciled silhouettes, and portraits. Take
some time to look around you while you’re out and about—there’s plenty to see!

ADVERTISING
SPACE NOW
AVAILABLE!

For rates and
information, contact
Matt Faeth at
mfaeth@riverfield.org
or Mrs. Dickey at
pdickey@riverfield.org.

OKLAHOMA DRIVING SCHOOL
A\ 5970 E. 31st Street, Suite U

Inside Mall 31

%; ':, www.oklahomadrivingschool.com

Driver Education Classes for ages 15 & Up
10 Hours in Classroom - Weekend & Evening Sessions
4 - 5 Sessions per month - 6 Hours Behind-the-Wheel
One-on-One Instruction - 7 Days per Week
Pick-up & Drop-off in the Tulsa Metro Area
Licensed by the State of Oklahoma

Movie Review: Dear John

By Meghan Kelkar

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Based on a Nicholas Sparks
novel, Dear John opened in
several Tulsa

Kenny Kite obviously suffers from bittersweet
emotions and a fluttering heart after seeing the  ter.

movie.

PHOTO BY RAMSEY TALLADIVEDULA

theaters on
February 5.

Theaters
were filled the
first weekend,
and the movie
was SO popu-
lar it actually
pushed Avatar
off the No. 1
selling movie
spot in its
seventh week.

The movie
was consider-
ed by most
critics to be an
emotional
roller coaster,
but there are
mixed  feel-
ings about the
film itself.

In my
opinion, the
film could
have followed
the book bet-
In addi-
tion, they did-

n’t include enough emotion
such as the anticipation and
passion John and Savannah
demonstrated in the book, and
I was disappointed that they
changed the ending.

A few other girls at River-
field had their opinions as
well.

Ramsey Talladivedula
said, “The movie kind of
dragged on with boring sad-
ness. The ending was disap-
pointing as well.”

Ashley Morton’s opinion
was, “The movie was good
because I didn’t read the
book.”

Bonnie Duffield said, “The
book was better, but the movie
was still good.”

It seems reactions differ
based on whether people read
the book before seeing the
movie. | suppose having high
expectations for a film is un-
derstandable when you’ve read
the book and know the plot,
but maybe seeing the film
without having read the book
is better. Then you have no
expectations except for it to be
a good movie.

Game Review:
COD: Modern Warfare 2

By Bryce Rossler

STAFF WRITER

In Call of Duty: Modern
Warfare, the best selling first-
person shooter game of all time,
Infinity Ward made the transi-
tion from a World War 1l saga
to modern times, basing the
game on a fictional war with
Russia.

Call of Duty: Modern War-
fare 2 is a continuation of such,
characters and all, and the result
is brilliance.

First and foremost, as with
any Xbox 360 game, the graph-
ics are stupendous. Other than a
few shabby close-ups for envi-
ronmental elements and a not-so
-great job with dead bodies, the
graphics are extremely realistic.
From the specks of snow caught
in Captain Price’s beard to the
detail of the guns, Infinity Ward
did a fantastic job with their
graphics design.

But in any action game,
gameplay should be the most
important, and CODMW?2 cer-
tainly succeeds in making the
plot its main strong point.

The sequel inherits the same
principles of its precursor. The
eighteen different missions can
provide something for every-
body, varying from stealth-
heavy, suspenseful operations to
a shoot-‘em-up, bullet-riddled
battlefield type mission.

Aside from its campaign
mode, the five special ops
modes are fun enough if you’re
good battling solo, and there’s
an online version for Xbox Live
for those interactive multiplayer
crazies.

With four different difficulty
levels, it’s easy enough to
gradually improve yourself at
this versatile, stimulating game.

CODMW?2’s only real fault
lies within its ESRB rating,
pegged at the despised-by-
parents “Mature” for foul lan-
guage, gore and violence, a po-
tentially off-putting characteris-
tic for those reserved about said
elements.

The cost is between $49.99
and $69.99 depending on the
store. But it’s well worth pony-
ing up because this game is su-
perb.
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Hey, cars are people, too!

By Ramsey Talladivedula

STAFFWRITER

Want to know something a
lot of teenagers do? They name
their cars.

Naming your car reflects
both the car’s personality and
yours. Picking a name for a car
isn’t easy. When you first get
your car, you have to wait for
the personality to show.

Riverfield cars pose for a picture in the parking lot.

PHOTO BY RAMSEY TALLADIVEDULA

Some popular ideas for
names include famous people,
things you like, the color, for-
eign names, and how the car
acts. When you name your car,
you became more attached to it.
This can help you take care of
your car. Meghan Kelkar says,
“I think it’s normal for girls to
name cars. It brings out its per-
sonality.”

First, you have to figure out
if your car is male or female by
judging how your car acts and
looks. Most people can tell if
they have a boy or girl car just
by looking at it, kind of like
people. But sometimes it’s hard
to figure out if a car is a boy or
girl.

Zach Allen said he named
his car Big Bertha. Kendall
Cannon named her car Phoebe. |
named my car Phyllis. These are
just a few examples of the cars
at Riverfield. Naming your car
gives it more personality and
sentimental value.

Scott Brown’s election

By Carl Berry

STAFF WRITER

“This little campaign of
ours was destined for greater
things than any of us knew,”
Scott Brown said during his
victory speech last month. He
was right. His election was
one of the most significant
political events of the last 20

years.
Scott Brown, a little-
known state senator from

Massachusetts, didn’t expect
much from his campaign. He
didn’t expect to be thrown into
the national spotlight. But he
was. Brown’s election was

Scott

By Bryce Rossler

OPINION EDITOR

Growing up, my favorite
superhero was Batman. Bat-
man saved people even though
he was really just an average
(although rich) guy that pos-
sessed no extraordinary pow-
ers at all. Yet he always pro-
tected the good, honest citizen
from the harms of the world.

Now a new everyday guy
is trying to fix the everyday
American’s problems. Al-
ready, claims that new Massa-
chusetts senator Scott Brown
has saved America are pop-
ping up, and they’re hilari-
ously preposterous.

The word “save” is defined
as “to rescue from danger,
possible harm, or injury.” So I
ask, what has Scott Brown
done to save the United
States? NOTHING. The fed-
eral deficit isn’t miraculously
back in the black, the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan aren’t
over, and universal healthcare

significant not only because he,
a Republican, won a U.S. Sen-
ate seat in traditionally Democ-
ratic Massachusetts, but he won
the Senate seat of the late Ted

This little campaign
of ours was destined

for greater things than
any of us knew...

Kennedy, who had held it for
almost 50 years.

He proved that no position
or seat belongs to one party or
person, but to the people. He

proved that politicians can run
a clean, issues-oriented cam-
paign and be successful. He
proved that democracy is not
dead.

Finally, Scott Brown
proved that party affiliation
cannot divide us as Americans.
“l met with people, looked
them in the eye, shook their
hand, and asked them for their
vote,” he said. “I didn’t worry
about their party affiliation,
and they didn’t worry about
mine. It was simply shared
conviction that brought us all
together.”

Maybe the rest of America
can learn a similar lesson.

Brown'’s election

hasn’t been instituted yet.

These highly inflated claims
are mainly being employed by
right-wing nut jobs that hope the
new Senator Brown will help
enforce their ulterior Christian

Pictured: Scott Brown. No wait,
that’s just Carl and Bryce. You
can go back to reading the
article now.

PHOTO BY RAMSEY TALLADIVEDULA

agenda that hides under the
guise of the moniker
“Republican.” (And don’t fall
for such pseudo-unbiased,
passive-aggressive Republi-
canism, either.)

What | want to know is
this—why do so many people
think this guy is significant?
He’s not. Not in the least.
While it may end the Democ-
rats’ ability to break a filibus-
ter, the Dems still hold the
Senate majority, not to men-
tion the White House.

Browns’ swearing in to the
Senate was held on February
11 to great fanfare from the
media. But why is this even
being addressed? Scott Brown
didn’t matter, doesn’t matter,
and won’t EVER matter. The
Republican Party’s flawed
agenda won’t be enforced be-
cause of his presence and thus
won’t spite the average Ameri-
can.

You can bet, however, that
Ted Kennedy is rolling over in
his grave.

Friday, February 26, 2010

Haiti relief fundraisers

By Meghan Kelkar

EDITOR

Everyone should know by
now about the devastating
earthquake that occurred in
Haiti on January 12. Now what
can you do to raise money for
the cause? There are a few
options.

Thanks to the Red Cross,
people can text “Haiti” to 9099
to donate ten dollars. There are
already millions of people who
have done this, and with after-
shocks still occurring in Haiti,
they need as much help as they
can acquire.

PopCap Games is a web-
site that is donating all the
money spent on their games
for aid to those recovering in
Haiti. There are other sites that

are also donating, and they
are listed on www.mog-
design.edu. Or you can go to
www.foundation.aarp.org/
HaitiRelief to donate.

Even celebrities are help-
ing out. Brad Pitt and Ange-
lina Jolie have donated over
$1 million to help the cause.

To be honest, there are
many ways young people can
help raise money. They may
do so with a bake sale, using
tips they gain from work, do-
ing more chores or extra
hours at work, or really any-
thing extra.

The people of Haiti need
as much money as they can
possibly get and even if eve-
ryone only donates one dollar
it will still help those who are
suffering and recovering.

You could text Pizza Hut and spend $10 in a much more deli-
cious way. But unfortunately, Pizza Hut does not contribute to

Haiti survivors.
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U.S. debt ceiling raised

By Sam Laney
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Democrats in the U. S. Sen-
ate recently passed legislation
raising the debt ceiling to $1.9
trillion. A debt ceiling is the
maximum borrowing power of a
government. The past ceiling of
$1.4 trillion was projected to be
met by mid-February.

While finger pointing is
inevitable, both parties share
responsibility for the spiraling
debt.

Last year’s deficit of $1.4
trillion was a record high, and
this year’s spending promises to
be just as high, possibly higher.
The decrease in tax revenue and
the Wall Street bailout substan-
tially increased spending, prom-
ising to put us even further into
the red.

There are two prevailing
views on the debt ceiling in-

crease: those who would rather
deal with it now, and those who
want to deal with it later.

Those who wish to deal with
it now certainly have less over-
all debt to deal with. However,
the problem exists that they
would still have to deal with it.
Those who wish to put it off
decided to raise the ceiling to
$1.9 trillion dollars so that it
would not have to be dealt with
until the next election.

Regardless of party affilia-
tions, | believe it is time to start
dealing with this issue. It is a
big problem, and yes, it is possi-
ble that raising the limit will
provide extra time to deal with
it. But if the issue is not worked
on now, the same problem will
inevitably sneak up again, lead-
ing to a perpetual cycle of loos-
ening the governing rules in
order to avoid dealing with the
problem.

“Neighborhood 3:
Requiisition of Doom”’

February 25-28 at the PAC. For tickets, call

596-7111 or visit www.myticketoffice.com




