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Mrs. Patricia Dickey By Caitlin Pond 
10th GRADE 

 
 Although Riverfield offers many 
different programs and opportunities for 
students, one that always stands out is 
the Riverfield Rocks program. Thirty-
three percent of our school’s 6th through 
12th graders are involved in this unique 
music program. 
 Students learn music and other as-
pects ranging from theory and composi-
tion to the fun but difficult task of func-
tioning as a rock band. This year has the 
potential to be the best year for the pro-
gram yet.  
 This semester, students are taking a 
look at the history of rock, and how it 
has progressed in the past 50 or so years. 
Students from 4th to 12th grade are 
learning about the roots of rock n’ roll 
and playing songs by artists such as 

Chuck Berry from the ’50s through 
more modern artists like Michael Jack-
son and R.E.M. This year’s Café Night, 
an annual concert put on by Riverfield 
Rocks, will actually be played chrono-
logically to show the audience how rock 
has developed through the years. The 
event is scheduled for December 4. 
Looking further ahead, the spring se-
mester will focus more on today’s mu-
sic.  
 Mr. Knight says he is very excited 
about this year, “There are a bunch of 
new players in every band that are all 
very promising. I think this will be a 
terrific year for the program.” We are all 
looking forward to hearing what the 
bands can do this year. As an active par-
ticipant in Riverfield Rocks, I am look-
ing forward to hearing all the diverse 
styles and learning more about the back-
ground of it all.  

Riverfield band students just keep on rockin‟  

By Marisa Morgan 
12th GRADE 

 

L 
et me ask a question. What 
would our world be like without 
cheerleading? There would be 
no spirit, no decorative Com-
mons, no baked goods, and no 
tossing people up in the air for 

sheer entertainment. That seems like a 
very sad world to me, my friend.  
 Thankfully, we don’t have that prob-
lem at Riverfield. Even though cheer is a 
relatively new sport at Riverfield, it is 
going extremely well. The squad has 
been growing considerably since its 
humble beginning. The first year there 
were three cheerleaders, the second year 
seven, and this year there are eight.  

 This year’s squad consists of co-
captains Darcie Golden and myself, 
Shelby Massey, Alayna McClendon, 
Sarah McGunegill, Hannah Sieler, Ana 
Tamasese, and Molly Tierney. Our fear-
less leaders are Leslie Long and Marty 
Tamasese.  
 This summer we attended a National 
Cheer Association camp and received a 
bid to a national cheer competition. In 
addition, Darcie and I both received All-
American Cheerleader awards. Sounds 
impressive, right? It is, considering we 
do that in addition to cheering at every 
single football and basketball game.  
 OK, so I am bragging a little. But the 
next time you see a cheerleader, realize 
how much they do and maybe you could 
even bake something for them. 

YES, 

you can! 
 

By Ramsey Talladivedula 
FEATURES EDITOR 

 
 On September 8, President 
Barack Obama gave a speech to 
U.S. students about staying in 
school.  
 Many parents and teachers 
feared he would use this address to 
talk about politics and “brainwash” 
kids. Some parents wanted to keep 
their children home from school.  
 But Obama stayed right on track 
about the importance of an educa-
tion. “Every single one of you has 
something you’re good at. Every 
single one of you has something to 
offer. And you have a responsibility 
to yourself to discover what that is. 
That’s the opportunity an education 
can provide,” he said.  
 He was right to say these things. 
If everyone realized they have an 
opportunity to be something great, 
maybe more would do better. Even 
if his speech only changes the lives 
of 10% of the kids who watched it, 
it’s worth it.  
 There are problems in many 
schools, and most Tulsa area 
schools have received tons of fed-
eral funding. But money isn’t the 
only thing that is needed to solve 
problems. Students need to realize 
they can easily help their school by 
first helping themselves.  
 Obama talked about the difficul-
ties of being a kid in school. It’s 
OK, it happens to everyone. If you 
have a bad day, that’s normal, but 
you can’t let it affect your school-
work. “The circumstances of your 
life—what you look like, where you 
come from, how much money you 
have, what you’ve got going on at 
home—that’s no excuse for ne-
glecting your homework or having 
a bad attitude,” said Obama.  
 Everyone can benefit from what 
the president has said. It’s just a 
matter of actually doing it.  

Cheer  chievements 

“There’s a real sense of unity and teamwork this year. 
I’m so proud of all the girls.” — Mrs. Leslie Long 
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 2 Sports IN OUR NEXT ISSUE —  OU and OSU fans square off, updates on Riverfield Cross 
Country and Football, and a preview of the coming NBA season . . . Don’t miss it! 

Riverfield vs. Evangelistic Temple 

Riverfield played Evangelistic Temple in its second home game on September 11. Riverfield sadly lost the muddy battle 32-0. 

Roughly 325 people came to the game, the second highest attendance we’ve ever had following the first game at 375.  

PHOTOS COURTESY BOOSTER CLUB 

By Ben Rao 
10TH GRADE 

 
 Hopefully for the Philadel-
phia Eagles in this upcoming 
NFL season, #7 will be their 
lucky number and help them 
win a Super Bowl. And no, I’m 
not talking about our very own 
football stud, Ryan Peake. 
 With the Eagles’ recent sign-
ing of the most famous (and 
infamous) #7 in football, they 
hope that possible off-field dis-
tractions from Michael Vick 
will be overpowered by his on-
field play. “I can only go on 
what I’ve seen in practice, and it 
looks like he’s moving around 
pretty good,” said the Eagles’ 

By Tristan Hightower 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 The U.S. Open, the most 
popular tennis tournament in the 
country, has been going on the 
past few weeks, and it is now 
over.  
 There was an unusual 
amount of surprises this year. A 
17 year old American girl 
named Melanie Oudin made it 
all the way to the quarterfinals, 
and Serena Williams had a well-
publicized verbal beat-down on 
a poor little line judge. 
 As far as the men’s draw 
went, there were fewer sur-
prises. However, many were 
shocked when Marin Cilic, a 
long-shot player from Croatia, 
beat the Scottish player Andy 
Murray who was expected to 
make it nowhere less than the 
semifinals. Then, when Span-
iard Rafael Nadal was wiped 

A U.S. Open we will remember 
across the court in three quick 
sets by Juan Martin del Potro of 
Argentina, fans were in disbe-
lief. 
 Roger Federer, the best ten-
nis player in the world, went 
straight to the finals without a 
hitch, but was bested by del 
Potro in a five-set match for his 
first U.S. Open Championship. 
 On the women’s side of the 
tournament, everyone was 
stunned when the youngest 
woman in the tournament, 
Melanie Oudin from Georgia, 
one-by-one made her way to the 
quarterfinals where Caroline 
Wozniacki from Denmark fi-
nally beat her, sending 
Wozniacki to the semis where 
she would play the Belgian 
Yanina Wickmayer.  
 On the other side of the 
draw, Serena Williams played 
Kim Clijsters also from Bel-
gium. Serena was down 15-30 

on the game that could give 
Clijsters the match when the 
line judge called Serena for a 
foot fault on her serve, giving a 
point to Clijsters. This made the 
game score 15-40 in favor of the 
Belgian.  
 Serena went over to the line 
judge and told her she would 
“shove this tennis ball down 
your throat,” along with a few 
other vulgar words. The line 
judge reported her to the head 
umpire, giving another point to 
Clijsters. That was the match, 
and Kim Clijsters was in the 
finals with Caroline Wozniacki, 
who had beaten Yanina Wick-
mayer the previous day.  
 Clijsters, the mother who 
had retired for three years to 
have her child, beat Wozniacki 
in straight sets for the champi-
onship.  
 This was definitely a U.S. 
Open to remember. 

The Philadelphia Eagles‟ lucky #7 

By Ramsey Talladivedula 
10TH GRADE 

 
 Girls Volleyball is a new 
fall sport here at Riverfield. 
Along with Maddy Berry, 
Shelby Hellen, Madison Nos-
saman, Leslie Olsen, Meg 
Powell, Abby Saizow, Hannah 
Skoog, and Lauriana Williams, 
I play on the Volleyball team.  
 Our first game against 
Evangelistic Temple on Au-
gust 28 went well considering 
we had only been practicing 
for a week. We played their 
Middle School, Freshman, and 
Varsity teams.  
 We won the first game of 
three against the Middle 
School. It was a close couple 
of games against their Fresh-
man team, but in the end, they 
won. We did very well against 
their Varsity and played an 
extra game at the end which 
we won.  

Bump, spike, win! 
 According to Coach Tif-
fany Crowl, “The volleyball 
team started because of stu-
dent interest. We scheduled 
six games over the summer 
knowing we had a few inter-
ested in playing... It turns out 
we have 11, which is great! 
Honestly, I could not be more 
proud of the Lady Ravens. 
They looked great on the court 
for our first-ever Riverfield 
volleyball game. This goes to 
show how hard they worked in 
practice during the first two 
weeks of school.”  
 Practice is tough at times, 
but the games are what we get 
pumped up for. “I was excited, 
ecstatic, and I wanted to win 
our first game,” said Madison 
Nossaman.  
 Speaking for the entire 
team, we could always use 
some support from fans at our 
games. We would love to see 
you all there!  

PHOTO BY KAITLYN RICHARDSON 

head coach Andy Reid when 
asked what will determine 
Vick’s playing time this season.  
 After Vick’s first few prac-
tices with the team, there seems 
to be a general consensus 
amongst players and coaches 
that even after spending more 
than two years away from foot-
ball, he still has most of his 
natural ability. “He’s an exciting 
player to watch, and I’m glad 
he’s on our team,” said receiver 
Kevin Curtis.  
 Even if Vick can provide a 
spark offensively for the Eagles, 
they could go up in flames if 
protestors and media distrac-
tions overshadow their on-field 
performance. While protestors 

against Vick were scarce before 
his first preseason game on Au-
gust 27 against Jacksonville, 
there is a chance that an increase 
in demonstrations could occur 
once the regular season starts. 
PETA publicly bashed the Ea-
gles’ signing of Vick, and who 
knows if they will ever end their 
anti-Vick crusade. 
 Despite all of this, one thing 
is for certain. Michael Vick is 
still one of the most electrifying 
players in all of football. By 
signing him, the Eagles are now 
a lock to make the playoffs and 
my personal pick to win the 
Super Bowl…unless Vick sud-
denly retires and gets a job feed-
ing the llamas at Riverfield. 

COMING UP SOON — 
 

VOLLEYBALL:  Sept. 28 vs. Eagle Point, Oct. 6 vs. Regent Prep. 

FOOTBALL:  Oct. 2 at Life Christian (OKC), Oct. 9 vs. Eagle Point 

CROSS COUNTRY:  Oct. 3 Riverfield Cross Country Challenge 

October 9: 
The Big Day 
 Homecoming is almost here! 
This year’s event will combine 
three great Riverfield traditions: 
IceBreaker, Open House, and 
the Homecoming football game. 
 Starting after lunch, parents 
and guests are invited to visit 
classrooms and stop by the 
Book Fair. After the 3 p.m. Pep 
Rally, activities including a 
Jupiter Jump, face painting, and 
vendor booths will open. 
(Remember, turn in your reser-
vations for dinner no later than 
this Friday, October 2!) 
 Then at 5 p.m., it’s Game 
Time. The Ravens will take on 
Eagle Point in our first Home-
coming game on our home field. 
You won’t want to miss this! 
The cheerleaders and the Drum-
line plan special performances 
for halftime, during which the 
winner(s) of the $10,000 raffle 
will be announced.  
 Plan now to bring your cam-
eras and join the fun. Everyone 
will be wearing their best River-
field Blue and Green. We’ll see 
you there!    



 

Moose tackles Home Ec 

Zac “Moose” Alred serves up a tasty rice dish he made in 

Home Ec. The popular new elective, taught by Ms. James, just 

started this fall. Twenty high school students are enrolled in 

the “A” and “B” sections of the class.          PHOTO BY CHRIS DICKEY 

By Hayden Mears 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

 
 The sixth film adaptation of 
J. K. Rowling’s incredibly 
popular Harry Potter books is 
now showing in theaters. After 
its release was delayed last No-
vember, “Half-Blood Prince” 
became the most anticipated 
movie of 2009, and it certainly 
exceeded my expectations. 
 This time around, things are 
not looking good in the wizard-
ing world. Lord Voldemort’s 
followers, known as Death Eat-
ers, are wreaking havoc every-
where, killing and destroying 
anything or anyone that gets in 
their way. Meanwhile, at Hog-
warts School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry, Harry and Professor 
Albus Dumbledore explore Lord 
Voldemort’s dark past in order 
to find a way to defeat him once 
and for all.  
 This Harry Potter film fo-
cuses more on the teen dating 
scene than previous install-
ments, which contributes to the 
fact that this movie is the most 
dramatic in the series so far. 
Action is scarce at first in “Half-
Blood Prince,” but once the 
pace picks up, it doesn’t stop. 
The movie’s climax is well 
done, and fans of the books will 
be more than satisfied.  
 Director David Yates did a 
much better job with this movie 
than he did with 2007’s “Order 

of the Phoenix.” Nothing was 
rushed. Yates obviously learned 
from his mistakes and made 
sure more was included in this 
one, making it the perfect setup 
for the final two movies.  
 I was more satisfied with 
this entry than with most of the 
other Potter movies. Only the 
third and fourth films in the 
series were equals to this one. 
The characters were well cast, 
as usual, and it is difficult to 
imagine anyone else playing 
these roles. 
  An IMAX version of the 
movie was also released which 
includes 15 minutes of the film 

in 3-D. If you’re getting an early 
start on your Christmas list, take 
note. This movie is scheduled 
for release on both DVD and 
Blu-ray on December 8. 
 I thoroughly enjoyed “Harry 
Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince,” and so I give it 4 out of 
5 stars. 
 
(Editor’s Note: A former A&E 
Editor for “The Commons,” 
Hayden Mears is now in his 
senior year at Town & Country 
and hopes to major in Journal-
ism in college next year. He 
sends a shout-out to all his 
friends at Riverfield.) 

Movie Review: Harry Potter 6  

(Left to right) RUPERT GRINT as Ron Weasley, EMMA WATSON 

as Hermione Granger, and DANIEL RADCLIFFE as Harry Potter in 

Warner Bros. Pictures’ fantasy adventure “Harry Potter and the 

Half-Blood Prince.”               PHOTO BY JAAP BUITENDIJK (reprinted with permission)  

ARTWORK BY KENZIE ZWAYER 

By Marisa Morgan 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

 
 With so many things to do 
and college tuition looming 
around the corner, many high 
school students are forced to 
get part-time jobs. This can be 
a good or bad thing, depend-
ing on the situation.  
 There are many different 
jobs available to teenagers, 
some better than others. I 
work at Maggie Moo’s at 
103rd and Memorial, and I’m 
pretty sure I couldn’t find a 

more disorganized management 
system if I tried. But they are 
flexible with my hours, and it 
really doesn’t get any easier 
than scooping ice-cream.  
 That happens to be one of 
the cons of having a job: sacri-
fice. Normally I wouldn’t put 
myself in a situation with that 
much stress, but I have to keep 
my job. Another downside of 
working is the amount of time it 
takes. Sometimes teens commit 
too much time to a business and 
forget about their real job: 
school.  

 But having a job isn’t all 
negative—there are some 
bright points.  
 The biggest pro of all 
would definitely be the money. 
Being a teenager is expensive 
these days, and if you don’t 
have an allowance, it’s hard to 
keep up. Plus it does give you 
a little idea of what it’s like to 
have a job in the real world. 
 In the end, having a job is 
all about balance and modera-
tion. You will only have prob-
lems if you bite off more than 
you can chew. 

A dilemma: work or homework? 

 3 A&E 

FALL CAMPOUT! 
 

PHOTOS BY KAITLYN RICHARDSON 

NEW MOVIES PLAYING IN THEATERS: “My One and Only,” starring Renee Zellweger  
(PG-13  romantic comedy) and “Surrogates,” starring Bruce Willis (PG-13 sci-fi thriller) . . . 



 

 4 Opinion A BIG THANK-YOU to our Contributing Writers for their help on this issue:  
Carl Berry, Hayden Mears, Caitlin Pond, Ben Rao, and Bryce Rossler.  

PRO: Universal Healthcare 

By Bryce Rossler 
10TH GRADE 

 
 Universal healthcare would 
be so beneficial to the United 
States. I cannot list all of the 
benefits here, so I’ll stick to five 
main points. 
 First, the United States is the 
ONLY developed country with-
out universal healthcare. So you 
have a good idea of what a de-
veloped country is, here is a 
brief list—Australia, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Spain, and the United Kingdom. 
 Second, unlike these other 
countries, one out of every six 
dollars in this country is spent 
on healthcare. This erodes cost 
competitiveness and places a 
tremendous financial burden on 
individual families. 
 Third, we already have two 
successful government-financed 
healthcare programs in place, 
neither of which has experi-
enced the runaway cost in-
creases of our private insurer-
based system: Medicaid for low 
income families, and Medicare 
for the elderly. 
 Fourth, there is a difference 
between government-financed 

healthcare and the government 
delivering the healthcare.  
 The government will not 
own hospitals, and they will not 
employ doctors. All the govern-
ment will do is act as an insurer, 
reimbursing your doctor and 
hospital for the care provided. 
 Fifth and last, government-
financed healthcare will cost 
less than our current system and 
is unlikely to experience the 
price increases that our current 
private-based system experi-
ences (and has experienced for 
quite some time.) 
 Yes, taxes might go up, but 
they will not go up any more 
than what people already pay 
for insurance premiums and 
deductibles. Universal health-
care must be instituted because 
our current system is broken and 
unsustainable. 

 
CON: Universal Healthcare 

 By Carl Berry 
12TH GRADE 

 
 The idea of universal health 
care, while a noble one, is not 
practical. Right now, in this 
time of economic struggle, can 
we really afford it? 

 According to economist 
Tom Winter, in 2007 we spent 
$2.2 trillion on healthcare. We 
are already spending too much, 
why increase it?  
 In the system we have now, 
most people have decent care 

Bryce and Carl are two of the nine high school students enrolled 

in the new Debate elective this fall. According to their instructor, 

Mr. Wright, “A big part of Debate is becoming aware of what’s 

going on in the world, so we require everyone in class to monitor 

the news every week and log in what they see/hear/read. Univer-

sal healthcare sits squarely in the center of the country’s atten-

tion.” Our Debate team will compete in its first tournament on 

October 31 at Commerce, OK. 
PHOTO BY KAITLYN RICHARDSON 

and some have bad care. But if 
we enact universal healthcare 
reform, everybody will have bad 
care because the country simply 
can’t afford to pay for good 
healthcare at the cost of in-
creased taxes.  

„Agree to disagree?‟ Not these two Riverfield debaters!  
 Reform will surely increase 
the burden of the taxpayer. Our 
taxes are already too high, and 
people are suffering because of it.  
 Small businesses, which make 
up most of our economy, are col-
lapsing because they no longer 
have enough money to pay em-
ployees.  
 The unemployment rate in our 
country is around 9.6% of the 
workforce, according to the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s July esti-
mations. Taking away small busi-
ness by taxing it out of existence 
will only contribute to unemploy-
ment. 
 The Constitution states that 
Congress “shall have power to lay 
and collect taxes, duties, imposts 
and excises, to pay the debts and 
provide for the common defense 
and general welfare of the United 
States.” The men that wrote the 
Constitution never dreamed of the 
nightmares they created with this 
clause.  
 John Marshall, Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court during the 
early 1800s, once wrote that “the 
power to tax is the power to de-
stroy.” Raising taxes only hurts 
people, the exact opposite of the 
reasoning behind giving Congress 
the power to tax in the first place! 

By Matt Faeth 
10TH GRADE 

 
 Iraq was once the weight 
that the Bush administration 
could not shake off. Now it 
seems as if we have been out of 
Iraq for at least three years. Has 
Obama made this sudden 
change that his campaign was 
built upon?  
 What has made us forget 
Iraq and the brave men and 
women that are still fighting and 
dying in this foreign country?  
 The media are what hap-
pened. The impact of the media 
has become more and more 
powerful during the past 100 
years. Now every major politi-
cal candidate spends millions of 
dollars trying to sway the 
American people through the 
television, internet, print, and 
radio.  
 If the media take a liking to 
you, you’re in for an easy life. If 
they don’t (like George W. 
Bush), you’re in for it. You will 
not only have to fight off a con-
stant barrage of angry articles 
and TV shows, you will also 
have to fight off the American 
people as a whole.  
 Bush is still ridiculed be-
cause of the ignorant things he 
did, and I can’t deny that he 
made some poor choices. What 
the media did not do was tell 
you about the good things he 
did and how he tried to help the 
situation.  
 It’s exactly the opposite with 
Obama. It appears Obama is 
only doing well in the world, 
perfect in every way, shape and 

form, because he is liked by the 
media and therefore the Ameri-
can people.  
 The truth is, the War in Iraq 
is not over. Our fathers, uncles, 
brothers, and sisters are still 
fighting and dying over there.  
 We need to not be deceived 
as a people by the inattention of 
the media. We need to acknowl-
edge that there is still a major 
problem in Iraq, and it needs to 
be solved. 
 

Obama & the Media: 

The War in Iraq 

REMEMBER OUR TROOPS: 

Sgt. Tre Richardson, brother of 

Riverfield sophomore Kaitlyn 

Richardson, has been serving 

with the Marines in Iraq for the 

past six years.  
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By Malachi Keeter 
OPINION EDITOR 

 
 Three weeks ago, the main 
water line for the Upper 
School building broke. You 
probably noticed this, as there 
was no water for drinking, 
using the bathroom, washing 
hands, or for sports.  
 The water was off for a 
couple of days, then on and 
off intermittently for another 
two. Taking into account the 
heat, the bugs and viruses 
going around at the time, and 
the various sports teams’ 
practicing, this provided an 
undesirable situation. 
 According to the Mayo 
Clinic, the average human 
needs approximately eight 8-
oz. glasses of water per day to 
avoid dehydration.  
 Also, there were several 
high school students who be-
came ill midway through the 

week, many from stomach vi-
ruses. Drinking water is one of 
the best ways to fight the stom-
ach flu. Along with football and 
volleyball practices that were 
going on at the same time, it’s 
pretty surprising that nobody 
was adversely affected. 
 The official word on what 
happened was that there was a 
leak in the main water line for 
the high school. Apparently, 
after fixing the first leak they 
found a second one, prolonging 
the dry spell.  
 Mr. Clark said that school 
officials were told repairs would 
take “about a half hour longer,” 
then a half hour later, “about 
another half hour,” and so on, 
meaning that the staff had no 
idea how long it would be out.  
 He also said, “The main 
thing we were worried about 
with not having water was a 
fire,” but he pointed out that the 
Upper School has an outside 

What happened to our water? 

By Malachi Keeter  
OPINION EDITOR 

 
 In your travels across our 
beautiful campus, you may have 
noticed something new. This ad-
dition takes the form of a lake 
known affectionately as “Big 
Muddy” located halfway between 
the LAC and the main building 
next to the new “Lakeside TAC.” 
 Big Muddy took a lot of time 
and effort to create. For the better 
part of last year, we watched large 

yellow machines building our 
new water feature.  
 Trees had to be plowed, 
holes had to be dug, and shoul-
ders had to be shrugged. But in 
the end, it was all worth it. 
 We have all been wondering 
why Big Muddy is there. And 
honestly, finding out the pur-
pose of Big Muddy was more of 
a task than I expected.  
 After being met with a lot of 
laughter and befuddled looks, I 
discovered that one of Mr. Row-

A new addition to the campus 
ell’s Service classes is going 
to be making a wishing well 
for Big Muddy. 
 What do I think about all 
of this?  
 Well, Big Muddy certainly 
adds some flavor to our cam-
pus landscape, but beautifying 
that much demolition seems 
like a herculean task. I’m not 
sure that the Service class can 
fix it all, but best wishes for 
their goal. And I do support 
their efforts to do so. 

exit in every single room, 
which is quite a safeguard in 
case of fire. 
 During the week the water 
was off, the main building 
still had water. But it was 
such a distance away that it 
was challenging for students 
to go there and return during 
the school day in a timely 
manner. The legality of hav-
ing school without water at 
times was probably avoided 
by this arrangement. 
 As bad as the situation 
was, we made it through with-
out any major travesties. It 
was uncomfortable, and it was 
unhealthy, but it could have 
been much worse. It was bad 
for everyone, and the staff 
was in a position where they 
couldn’t really do anything 
about it.  
 All any of us can do is 
hope that it doesn’t happen 
again. 


