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“Other than that, Mrs. Lincoln,
how was the play?”

— Anonymous

Can’t live without
Starbucks? You’re
not alone
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the Editor-in-Chief at
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Homecomin

By Ryan Peake

10TH GRADE

n Friday, the
Riverfield Ra-
vens celebrated

their first Home-
coming game on
their own field,
winning 44-3 over the Eagle
Point Christian Eagles. A
record attendance was on
hand to enjoy the day’s ac-
tivities that included Visiting
Day, an all-school pep as-
sembly, face painting, a
Jupiter Jump, dog treats,
concessions, and more.
At halftime the $10,000
raffle  winners were an-
nounced, the cheerleaders

and Drumline performed,
and Mr. Keller was revealed
as the donor of the newly
named “Marty Clark Field.”
Thank you to everyone for
coming out to support your
Riverfield RAVENS!
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Plans made for Costa Rica trip

By Omar Rana

10TH GRADE

If you take Spanish
classes, you may have been
told by your teacher that the
Spanish Club is organizing a
tour for next year after school
is out. The club has been de-
bating different destinations,
and we have decided to go to
Costa Rica.

For those of you that don’t
know, Costa Rica is a country

in Central America that is
among the richest countries
south of the United States/
Mexican border. Costa Rica is
a relatively small country
(about the size of West Vir-
ginia) and has a population of
about 4.5 million. Its capitol is
San Jose.

We will tour the country,
exploring its many cultural
and natural aspects. We will
also visit the Costa Rican
beaches and hot springs and

work on improving our Span-
ish skills. I’'m most excited to
visit the Pre-Columbian gold
museum, the Costa Rican
wildlife reserves, and the fa-
mous Cloud Forest (Costa
Rica’s most well known na-
tional park.)

If you would like to go,
talk to me or Senora Sacra.
The trip will cost approxi-
mately $1,800 per person
which, believe it or not, is very
cheap these days.
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Practices
pay off for
runners

By Ashley Morton and Staff

11TH GRADE

The cross country team has
spent the last two months prac-
ticing after school nearly every
day, beginning with some
stretching and yoga with Ms.
Powell. Yoga was new to us,
but we have grown to appreciate
it as part of our intense workout.

Our infamous hill, “Big
Nasty,” has had something to do
with our workouts almost every
day, too. Whether it’s running
up it multiple times, running up
it backwards, or even hopping
up it, “Big Nasty” has strength-
ened every one of us.

Our team has persevered
through some rigorous exer-
cises, and we’re ready for more.
We motivate each other and
spend a lot of time together,
even outside of practices or
school. Each member does their
best at practices and has im-
proved consistently. The races
have been places where we can
measure our endurance and
speed in relation to other
schools and runners.

The team competed in three
cross country meets this year.
At Sapulpa on September 5, the
Varsity boys ran a two-mile
course and the Varsity girls ran
a one-mile course, the girls team
placing 12th. At Bishop Kelley
on September 19, the Varsity
boys ran a 5K race. Michael
McGill finished 28th overall
followed by Ryan Tracy finish-
ing 29th. Next up was the Riv-
erfield Cross Country Challenge
on October 3. Michael McGill
took 1st place honors in the 5K
race followed by a close 2nd
place finish by Garret Johnson.
In the Varsity girls’ competi-
tion, Ashley Morton placed 6th,
and Bonnie Duffield was right
behind for a 7th place finish.

All Riverfield students, fac-
ulty and staff are invited to join
our cross country runners in the
Tulsa Run on October 31.

Ryan Tracy led the Riverfield
runners at the Sapulpa meet.
PHOTO BY PATRICIA DICKEY



IN OUR NEXT ISSUE — An interview with Zack Allen on his Hall of Fame trip (with
pics!), a debate on censorship in schoals, the ultimate mac & cheese . . . and morel
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Ravens post two wins, one loss

By Tristan Hightower
and Matt Faeth
10TH GRADE

On Friday, October 9, the
Riverfield Ravens celebrated
Homecoming with a 44-3 vic-
tory against the Eagle Point
Christian Eagles.

Before the game, there was
a pep rally in the gym with
games and cheers. Then, once
people filed out of the school
and headed over to the football
field, it was time for a Raven
beat down, the team dressed
out white on white, ready for
action.

Although cold and muddy,
the Ravens were up 36-0 after
the first quarter. Then the fun
really started. All sorts of dif-
ferent combinations were tried
out, from putting freshman
running back Jacob Allen in at
quarterback for the first time
to lineman Jordan Buggs fill-
ing in at fullback where he ran
a thunderous handoff into the
end zone. Everyone had a
great time, and everyone on
the team had playing time.

The environment was
great, with all sorts of food

and RavenWear sold at various
tents by the field. There were
games and a Jupiter Jump to
keep the little kids busy, and at
halftime the winner of the
$10,000 raffle was announced.

It was a great night of foot-
ball and the whole team gives a
big thank you to all who showed
up to support the program.

Prior to Homecoming, the
Ravens played two games in the
Oklahoma City metro area. On
September 25, the Ravens
bussed down to Bethany to face
Windsor Hills, a small Christian
school. That trip was followed
on October 2 with another drive
down the turnpike to battle Life
Christian.

At the beginning of the Life
Christian game, starting running
back Ed Schotter was tackled
into the sidelines, where he
stayed until the ambulance
came. His collarbone was bro-
ken, so he was done for the sea-
son. The first half was domi-
nated by Life Christian, so when
the second half started, the Ra-
vens had their work cut out for
them. The team was banged up,
and several more players were
injured during the game. Still,

the Ravens put in some hard
work, completing a few long
passes and having many good
runs, putting a few touch-
downs on the board. Unfortu-
nately, it was not enough to
pull out a win for Riverfield.

Playing against Windsor
Hills, the Ravens came out
very strong in the first three
quarters. The offense, which
had struggled in their first few
games of the season, managed
to find a rhythm. The defense
was its normal self, providing
stop after stop. But the fourth
quarter was a different story as
Windsor Hills rallied to put up
30 total points by the end of
the game. It was very unchar-
acteristic of the stout Raven
defense to allow this many
points. But despite the late
push by Windsor Hills, the
Ravens managed to come
home with a 42-30 win.

Our last game of the sea-
son is on October 23 against
Prue, and it will be played on
our home field. We hope eve-
ryone can make it out again as
we try to finish the season
strong in our final game.

Go Ravens!

NBA season preview

By Ben Rao

10TH GRADE

Shaquille O’Neal, a larger
than life figure in more ways
than one, has never been the
humble type.

In high school, after leading
his team to the state title, a re-
porter asked him, “To what do
you attribute your team’s suc-
cess?” In typical Shaq fashion,
he replied, “T attribute it to me.”

For his whole life, O’Neal
has been the go-to guy. But after
being traded this offseason from
Phoenix to Cleveland, Shag will
more than ever need to be the
secondary man.

Shag is now on a team that
can get him his fifth champion-
ship ring. With “The Big Aris-
totle” now playing for the Cava-
liers, LeBron James and Co.
have as good a chance as ever to
win the NBA title. Yet Cavs
fans can only pray for a champi-
onship.

With LeBron James in the
last year of his contract, Cleve-
land’s front office knew it had
to assemble a team that was
good enough to win the title.
With New York calling, Cava-
liers General Manager Danny

Ferry felt the pressure to get
LeBron his vaunted sidekick.

Now, just because Shaq is in
Cleveland doesn’t make them a
shoe-in for the title. Last time I
checked, there is a team in LA
that has a bit of talent (no, not
the Clippers). The defending
champion Lakers will be even
better this year with the addition
of small forward Ron Artest.
Although some Lakers fans
(Carl Berry) have expressed
concern over his off- and on-
court behavioral issues, I don’t
see a Phil Jackson and Kobe
Bryant-led team letting one guy
derail their championship quest.

Last year fans were clamor-
ing for a title showdown of
LeBron vs. Kobe, but Orlando
had to spoil all the fun. Yet this
year looks like the year for an
epic showdown of the game’s
two best players in the NBA
finals. | predict that come June
of 2010, the Lakers will have
their second consecutive Larry
O’Brien Championship trophy,
and Cavs fans will be a nervous
wreck waiting for LeBron’s
decision. Will it be Broadway
James or the Cleveland King?
Only time (and dollar signs) will
tell.

Michael
McGill, at the
finish line of
the 5K race at
the Riverfield
Cross Coun-
try Challenge
on October 3.
McGill took
first place
honors with a
time of 19:17.

PHOTO BY
PATRICIA DICKEY

OU-OSU Bedlam rivalry evident on Riverfield’s campus

By Tristan Hightower
10TH GRADE

OU started the year off slow
against BYU, where they were
expected to have a solid win.

Midway through the game,
Sam Bradford, OU’s Heisman
Trophy winning quarterback,
was tackled and injured, and
had to leave the field. It was
later found that he separated his
shoulder and would be out for
around a month. Backup quar-
terback Landry Jones stepped
in, and couldn’t lead the team to
the win, so OU lost to BYU in
their first game of the season.
Fans of the team were really
discouraged to receive news that
star tight end Jermaine Gresham
would be out for the season with
a knee injury.

However, the Sooners have
been picking it up lately, getting
two wins against TU and Idaho
State. These teams don’t have
strong football programs, but if
nothing else, it got the Sooners’

confidence back up in time to
face some of their tougher oppo-
nents.

As far as who has the better
team, OU or OSU, I think it is
still OU. Bradford has returned,
and running back DeMarco
Murray was thankfully enough
of a beast to carry the team to
victory even when OU’s passing

anywhere as strong as they were
last year, they’ve still got more
than enough firepower to out-
shine the OSU Cowboys.

By Matt Faeth

10TH GRADE

Contrary to what we might
think, college kids are just

that—kids. And when these
kids go off to play football in
arguably the best conference in
FBS foothall, the Big 12, the
pressure is unbelievable. They
go from a high school where
they might have been studs to
college, where the other players
are probably the only ones that
know their names. Then all of a

game wasn’t sudden,
working. they’re
They’ve also being
got good, talked
experienced about on
receivers, and Sportscen-
a solid de- ter, the
fense. What very show
experience t h ey
they lack on watched
the offensive every
line, they morning as
make up for a child
with sheer while eat-
power and ing their
size. Al- Cap’'n
though I don’t Crunch.

think  Okla-  will Tristan’s or Matt’s team win the Bedlam classic this year? Okla-
homa will be PHOTO BY KAITLYN RIcHARDSON  NOMa State

has aspirations of going to a na-
tional championship this year, and
is expected to make a BCS bowl
game. That is unbelievable pres-
sure for kids that are only a few
years older than us. Even OSU’s
quarterback, Zac Robinson, was
on the cover of Sports Illustrated.

OSU hasn’t been used to suc-
cess often in the history of their
football program. In the five times
that OSU has been ranked in the
top five, they have lost the game
immediately following that rank-
ing three times.

This year OSU has the person-
nel to not only go to a bowl game,
but to fulfill their national cham-
pionship aspirations despite their
one loss. There is only one thing
holding them back at this point—
the pressure. If they can get past
the mental block that has kept the
OSU football program from great-
ness many times before, then
OSU will rise and soar above any
other Big 12 opponent that at-
tempts to stop them, including




NEW MOVIES PLAYING IN THEATERS: “Couples Retreat,” starring Vince Vaughn
(PG-13 comedy) and “Where the Wild Things Are,” (PG adventure, opens on Friday) . . .

‘Please don’t leave me!’

Caitlin Pond and Jordan Buggs are shown acting out a sce-
nario in their Drama class where Jordan is breaking up with a
devastated Caitlin. Drama, taught by Mrs. Long, is both an A
and a B elective. In the spring, the classes’ students will put
on a play for the whole school to watch. You won't want to

miss it!
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F A D — it’s not for everybody

By Malachi Keeter

11TH GRADE

Godspeed You! Black Em-
peror is a post-rock band hailing
from Montreal, Quebec. The
band has a unique approach to
their music. They use traditional
rock instruments, but write ex-
tremely long songs (their long-
est clocks in at 29 minutes) di-
vided into movements similar to
classical music.

Their album F#A#o
(pronounced “F sharp, A sharp,
infinity””) begins with the omi-
nous, 16% minute “Dead Flag
Blues” and only contains two
other songs. The music of the
album is sparse and simplistic
when it is there at all. The ma-
jority of the time is taken up by
silence and ambient noise.
Strings drive a large amount of

the music, but occasionally the
band delves into a slow rock
beat and then repeats it over and
over until all the life has been
sucked out of it. The most inter-
esting instrumentation to me
was the first track’s apocalyptic
spoken word movement (“I
opened my wallet...and there
was blood”) and the orchestral
strings of “East Hastings.”

It is a great post-apocalyptic
concept, and many of the indi-
vidual movements are well
done, but the album as a whole
is a somewhat boring experi-
ence. The listener must trudge
through what feels like hours of
“experimentation” as the band
endlessly loops the same meas-
ure of guitar and then falls into
silence before actually getting to
the good stuff. As an ambient/
muzak effort, it is excellent.

However, as music, it fails.

I would rate this album a 2.5
out of 5, because | am very pa-
tient and 1 like a bit of preten-
tious conceptualism in my mu-
sic. Despite this, it is not music
for the average bear. 1 would
definitely not put this on my
iPod.

Album cover art for F" A" .
PHOTO BY MALACHI KEETER

The little bean of caffeine

By Ramsey Talladivedula

FEATURES EDITOR

Starbucks coffee is one of
those things some people want
to drink when they first wake
up in the morning. The feeling
you get holding a warm cup of
pumpkin spice latte or caramel
macchiato is just too good to
pass up.

Coffee has many benefits.
It’s known to reduce risks for
Parkinson’s disease, diabetes,
colon cancer, and even sui-
cide. Sadly, the number of
problems caused by coffee
trumps the benefits. Coffee
can cause weight gain, stretch
marks, kidney stones, osteopo-
rosis, and possibly addiction.

Starbucks has many varie-

ties of coffee blends and signa-
ture drinks. Their Anniversary
Blend is only sold for a limited
time. The aged beans from In-
donesia make this blend special.

They started selling their
signature pumpkin spice lattes
at the first of September. I rec-
ommend trying this at least once
in your life. You won’t regret it.
However, watching how many
cups you have a week may be a
good idea.

Coffee is the second most
traded commodity in the world.
More than 1,400 million cups of
coffee are drunk every day! The
consumption of coffee will
never end. People just have to
be careful with the amount they
drink and make sure they don’t
get addicted. Limit yourself to

one or two a week.

But it’s hard not to get
addicted to Starbucks coffee
once you try it. The truth is,
coffee is good.

Going crazy for coffee'
PHOTO BY KAITLYN RICHARDSON

Twilight obsession

By Marisa Morgan

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

The latest teen phenomenon
sweeping the nation is surpris-
ingly a book: “Twilight.” Some
people are even calling it “the
new Harry Potter,” which is
fitting because it followed the
same basic path. It is fantasy
fiction that started as a novel
and ended up having a cult-like
following. It only grew from
there when it was made into a
blockbuster movie.

By now, everyone has cho-
sen a side: Edward or Jacob.
Edward is the sweet vampire
and Jacob the cocky werewolf.
Sounds real realistic, right?
Since all the books have been
written, we know who Bella, the
human, chooses. But this still
doesn’t stop some hardcore fans

from sticking to their particular
sides.

The next movie in the saga
coming out is called ‘“New
Moon.” It expands on the char-
acter of Jacob, but fans have
already been warned that the
movie will stray from the book
quite a bit.

Since the breakout star of
the first movie was Edward,
played by Robert Pattinson, they
cannot afford to minimize his
character in the movie as much
as they did in the book. So, in
order to keep him in the film, it
is said that Bella will basically
hallucinate throughout the entire
movie.

Some fans are excited, some
are not. But whether or not you
agree with the plot, | guarantee
tons of people will line up to see
the premiere on November 20.

Riverfield’s new chorus program

By Marisa Morgan
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Over the past few years,
Riverfield’s extracurricular ac-
tivities have been growing like
crazy, and this year it’s the Cho-
rus program’s turn.

Most area schools have
similar programs, so it’s time
Riverfield joined in.

This year the choir has a
new director/teacher/visionary
with the addition of Dana Pem-
ber. She is a graduate of Oral

Roberts University, and is ready
to take our choir to the next
level.

Chorus needs to become a
legitimate program that will last
as long as the school does. Sure,
there are only five of us now,
but like everything at Riverfield,
we will eventually grow.

The first thing Chorus is
doing to improve the program is
singing the national anthem at
all of the home football games.
But that is not the only place
you will see Chorus this year.

We are also planning to do
backup vocals for some of the
rock band songs.

There is just one small prob-
lem for the program. The chorus
currently has no name, except
for “Chorus” which is really dry
and boring. The program needs
a name that’s creative, fitting,
and catchy, of course. We need
a title that’s going to last for-
ever, so if anyone has any ideas,
just go to the Chorus room and
tell someone. Your ideas will be
appreciated very much.

Inside Mall 31

OKLAHOMA DRIVING SCHOOL
ﬂ 5970 E. 31st Street, Suite U

A

www.oklahomadrivingschool.com

(918) 6226500

Driver Education Classes for ages 15 & Up
10 Hours in Classroom - Weekend & Evening Sessions
4 - 5 Sessions per month - 6 Hours Behind-the-Wheel
One-on-One Instruction - 7 Days per Week
Pick-up & Drop-off in the Tulsa Metro Area
Licensed by the State of Oklahoma

ADVERTISING
SPACE NOW
AVAILABLE!

For rates and
information, contact
Matt Faeth at
mfaeth@riverfield.org
or Mrs. Dickey at
pdickey@riverfield.org.

Race to the finish

RIVERI
CROSS LOUN

¢SE

Sam Laney and Bonnie Duffield are shown sprinting to the
finish line of the 5000 meter race in the second annual River-
field Cross Country Challenge on October 3. Cross Country
was coached this fall by Mr. Breig.

PHOTO BY PATRICIA DICKEY




A HUGE THANKS to these three talented writers for generously contributing

articles to this issue: Ashley Morton, Omar Rana, and Ben Rao . . .

One freshman History class (at left) took the federalists’ position on the ratification of the U.S. Con-
stitution. They debated a sophomore class (at right), which took the anti-federalists’ stance.
PHOTO BY MARGARET JAMES

Constitution Day at Riverfield

By Matt Faeth

10TH GRADE

From September 17 through
24, Constitution Week was cele-
brated in the United States. On
Tuesday, September 22, River-
field’s Upper School celebrated
its own Constitution Day and
our History classes, ably taught
by Ms. James and Mr. Hodges,
joined to take students back to
Independence Hall.

Multiple classes debated the
ratification of the Constitution,
some classes taking the federal-
ist side, the others the anti-
federalist opposition. Federalists
believed in a strong central gov-
ernment, while the anti-

federalists believed in states’
rights.

The federalists’ (sophomore
World History, section A) class
that 1 was lucky enough to de-
bate with had several major
points. Their major idea was the
importance of a strong central
government. If America was
ever attacked, they reasoned, the
response time would be swift.
Also, currency could be regu-
lated, and systems of transporta-
tion could be connected.

The anti-federalists we de-
bated (junior History, section A)
stressed that the U.S. had just
come out from under a very
strong central government, and
we wouldn’t want to be taken

advantage of again the way
Great Britain did to us. They
suggested a Bill of Rights was
needed.

When we debated, both
sides started out strong. Valid
points were made and carefully
considered. As we progressed,
however, discussion turned to
yelling, and little progress was
made in either direction.

This gave us a lot of insight
into what Independence Hall
must have been like in the hot
summer of 1787.

How a compromise was
reached, I’ll never know. But
our government is still here to-
day, so some miracle must have
occurred.

FALL

PSAT Testing
Wednesday this week
for 10th-11th grades

Fall Break

BEGINS ON

October 15

Dismissal at 12:30pm.
Classes resume on
Monday, Oct. 19

Free Portraits

TO BE TAKEN ON

October 18
by Sue Lackey, the

school photographer.
Sign up in front

q taken from

- 12:30-5:30pm

hallway!
8x10 portraits
L , on October 18.

Water on the moon?

By Malachi Keeter

OPINION EDITOR

The space race has been
dominated since its beginning
by America’s NASA organi-
zation, although Russia and
Europe have also done their
fair share.

India, a relatively poor
country, has a space program
as well, but it has been criti-
cized since its start. In Au-
gust, it launched its first ever
lunar probe, which promptly
lost contact and made it hard
for people to take India’s
space program seriously. But
this September, in a Rocky-
esque underdog story, India
outfitted its lunar probe with
an extra NASA sensory de-
vice and discovered water on
the moon.

The water takes the form
of ice on the poles and mobile
molecules in the surface,
meaning that it is surprisingly
widespread. According to
researchers, the density would
work out to approximately 32
oz. of water for every ton of
lunar topsoil.

In an interview with Dr.
Taylor, a scientist involved
with the original Apollo mis-
sions, Taylor said “I was one
of those back in the Apollo
days that was firmly against
(the theory of) lunar water,
(but) I’ve eaten my shorts.”

Further research of the
data gathered by the Indian
probe showed the absorption
and quantity of the water
changed with temperature,
and that water is actually still
being made. One theory is
that solar wind colliding with
the moon frees oxygen atoms
in the soil and allows them to
combine with free hydrogen
atoms.

This is without a doubt
one of the most important
scientific discoveries of the
decade. This means that lunar
colonization could be possi-
ble within our lifetime, and
that assumptions that have
persisted for the past 50 years
in common science are
wrong. Perhaps science fic-
tion will not be fiction for
much longer. What a great
time to be alive.

Wikipedia reforms

By Malachi Keeter
OPINION EDITOR

Wikipedia has been hailed
as the ultimate user-driven
system. It is the number one
reference point on the internet,
according to an article in the
New York Times in August. It
gets over 60 million views
every month, and it is at the
top of almost every Google
search.

Its popularity has long rid-
den on the back of its unique
system—any person, at any
time, at any place can edit and
contribute to the encyclopedia.
However, Wikipedia is chang-
ing that.

The new rule is that edits
to articles about living people
must be reviewed by an ex-
perienced volunteer editor
before being posted online.
The idea is to avoid things
such as what happened last
year, when Senator Ted Ken-
nedy was reported dead when,

in fact, he was not. The Ger-
man version of Wikipedia
already restricts editing of its
articles for this very reason, so
we could have seen it coming.

In a press release, Wikipe-
dia founder Jimmy Wales said
the changes are being made to
“bolster Wikipedia’s reputa-
tion as a source of informa-
tion.” Many writers (such as
those at PC World magazine
and the New York Times) have
praised the changes, viewing it
as a “maturing” of the site.

I do not believe the restric-
tions on articles about living
people are a bad thing, be-
cause avoiding misinformation
that could affect someone’s
life is by all accounts a good
thing. However, | do fear that
the policy could expand to
include other articles. If that
happens, the spirit of Wikipe-
dia, the encyclopedia compil-
ing the knowledge of anony-
mous people everywhere,
would be dead.

Coming to grips with
relationships

By Ramsey Talladivedula

FEATURES EDITOR

Going back to kindergarten,
I remember chasing boys around
the playground with all the other
girls. I have realized that it does-
n’t change much when you get
older. Girls chase boys, and
boys chase girls. It’s just a ques-
tion of how we do it.

In middle school, the only
reason for a relationship was to
hold hands and hug. Then, just
when you think you know eve-
rything there is to know about
relationships, you enter high
school.

There’s so much talk of high
school sweethearts, which too
many people spend their time
looking for. High school isn’t
the only time in your life you
can have a relationship, but it is
when you find out who you
really are, and what kind of per-
son you’re looking for.

People shouldn’t let relation-
ships run their lives and make
their days good or bad. Rela-
tionships can affect your grades,
friends, family life, and your
overall attitude. I’m not saying
relationships are bad, but there
needs to be a balance.

I asked sophomore Kaitlyn
Richardson what she thought of
high school relationships and
she said, “It’s not like you’re
going to get married. They can
help you learn what you like
and what you don’t like, but
that’s it.”

Relationships have their ups
and downs, but too many emo-
tions can make you go crazy (or
make people around you go
crazy.) And just because a rela-
tionship ends, it doesn’t mean
it’s the end of the world. Don’t
get all dramatic and say there’s
no point in moving forward with
your life. Death ends a life, not
a relationship.

Snce their Introduction In 2

ARTWORK BY KENZIE ZWAYER

WHAT HAPPENED 10O

mans, Crocs have had an

intaresting ride on the popularity roller coaster, These mostly plastic, holey shoss
wore macie to be comfortable, siry, and fashionable. A couple years after thoy
came into the workd, everyone was wearing them. Now? As all fads eventually do,
Crocs saem to have died out. Everyons sSil has & pair or two in their closet. Do
you think you will ever wear them again?




