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F rom H ead of S chool
J erry B ates
Dear Riverfield Community,
Riverfield families spend time in a variety of pursuits — sporting events, speech competitions,
field trips, artistic performances, and more. And while these activities seem varied, there is
one commonality: the growth of community at Riverfield. When I spoke at the class potlucks
throughout the fall, I shared my vision for the 2014-15 school year. If you were in attendance,
you heard about my passion for growing our 600+ students, not just academically, but as
individuals eager to be part of something bigger than themselves.
The faculty and staff heard from author Clifton Taulbert, author of Eight Habits of the Heart, during
In-Service this summer. He shared about the individuals who made a difference in his life on his
journey from the cotton fields of the Mississippi Delta to becoming a Pulitzer Prize-nominated
author and being a guest speaker at Harvard, the U.S. Air Force Academy and the U.S. Supreme
Court, among many other venues. He encouraged us to make a difference in the lives of those
around us. I want to thank our employees for their hard work as they continue to refine their
craft through professional development and through the ways they educate and inspire our students each day.
On the pages that follow you will learn how Riverfield students, faculty and staff, and families have worked
to strengthen our community and to help members of other communities in the region and beyond.
You will read about Dr. Jane Goodall’s visit (page 2) and how we all learned that each individual can make
a difference. On that day our Roots & Shoots students stepped forward with a $2,500 donation to the
international Roots & Shoots organization, money that had been raised through our campus-wide recycling
efforts.
I would also like to acknowledge our Student Councils for the leadership they have displayed. Our Upper
School STUCO has done an outstanding job building community in many different ways. You can read about
October’s Win-Win Week and the incredible November food drive they sponsored on page16.
Finally, I would like to thank our families for the incredible support they bring to campus every day. I applaud
the unbelievable work of the Riverfield Family Association to put on events like the Run for Riverfield
(page 20). This support is also seen in the way our families cheer on their loved ones at basketball games,
academic bowl tournaments, and other extracurricular events.
Thank you all for helping create that special feeling you get when you enter the Riverfield campus. Building
community is essential to our school culture and something we must continue to foster as Riverfield matures.
Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2015.
Sincerely,

Jerry Bates
Head of School

The mission of Riverfield Country Day School is to provide an excellent education in a family-oriented atmosphere. Students are
motivated and encouraged to learn, develop, and mature in a respectful, secure, and diverse environment. A caring, creative
faculty and a challenging, integrated, and personalized curriculum promote the development of the whole student as a confident
and responsible learner prepared for success today and tomorrow.
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O n T he C over
Aurora Stewart, Gabby Gonzalez, and Charlotte Williams observe and record data
during a recent science class. The 4th and 5th grade students have been analyzing
their findings of the same area on Riverfield’s campus over the course of the semester
as part of an ongoing study.

Welcome Back,

Dr. Jane
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Dr. Jane Goodall accpets
a hand-made gift from 6th
grader Mason Malloy during
her visit.

The Riverfield campus welcomed back a very special
guest this fall. Dr. Jane Goodall, world-renowned
primatologist, visited the school in early September.
While on campus, she spoke with students of a variety
of ages, took questions from the audience, observed
student presentations, and enjoyed a team-building
lunch with the science faculty. With the youngest

students, she shared funny and touching stories about
the primates. “Dr. Jane taught us how to say ‘hello’ in
chimpanzee,” said Pre-Schooler Parker Knight. With
the Middle and Upper School students, she shared
about her research processes as well as the crises facing
chimpanzee habitats and other ecosystems. “Dr. Goodall
was very helpful in answering all of the questions that

The Way We

Learn

students asked. It was very exciting to be in the same room as such
a legendary person,” said Senior Shaan Seera. Dr. Goodall was
very impressed by the depth of Riverfield students’ knowledge and
their ability to ask thought-provoking questions. She was eager to
help students of all ages recognize their personal responsibility and
ability to effect change. “Every individual matters,” she said. “Every
individual has a role to play. Every individual makes a difference.”
This visit marks Dr. Goodall’s second time at Riverfield; the first
being in 2005 when she participated in the dedication of the Rogers
Upper School building. Goodall shares a special relationship with
RCDS, primarily through her friendship with longtime science
teacher Mrs. O’Halloran-Blevins. The two met in 1989 when
Goodall came to approve the Tulsa Zoo as part of her ChimpanZoo
research program. The two have kept in touch over the years,
primarily through activities and conferences centered on Goodall’s
Roots & Shoots program. Roots & Shoots was founded in 1991 by
Dr. Goodall and a group of Tanzanian students; the program is about
students making positive change happen — for our communities, for
animals and for the environment. Mrs. O’Halloran-Blevins shared
that “Riverfield has had a Roots & Shoots program since 2002
and has been a force for positive change on campus and across the
community through their recycling, conservation, and animal care
efforts.”
Her day at Riverfield is just one of about 300 each year that Dr.
Goodall spends traveling throughout the world. Head of School
Jerry Bates said, “We were so pleased to welcome Dr. Goodall to
Riverfield and I know the children and families were thrilled to
share with her and learn from her. As a school, we are focusing this
year on ‘community-building.’ Dr. Goodall is an excellent resource
and sounding board for our students and faculty as we continue
to strengthen our community with each other as well as with the
animals and natural environment.”

Over 125 educators and
administrators from five states
were in attendance. Kim Bourne
traveled to the Initiative from
California. She shared, “My fellow
educators and I were incredibly
inspired by the work you do with
the children, and what we saw
at the school has spurred many
conversations and discussions
among us. As someone who is
very interested in environments, I
was blown away by the work that
clearly went into environment
design in your classrooms.”
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Senior Shaan Seera, Junior Elora Wymore, and Senior Bailey Helterbrand had the
opportunity to meet with Dr. Goodall and discuss their thoughts on conservation and
making a difference.

Riverfield has always prided itself
on being a learning community,
not just for students but for
teachers and parents as well. In
recent years, RCDS has furthered
the learning of teachers and soonto-be-teachers with a weekend
Initiative that included classroom
tours, teacher presentations, and
a keynote address by Amelia
Gambetti, International Liaison
for Reggio Emilia Schools in Italy.

The Way We

Explore

Upper School Advanced Environmental
Science students and teachers explored
western Oklahoma’s grasslands this
October as part of BioBlitz 2014, an
ecological survey organized by the
University of Oklahoma and several
other groups. Over the course of
24 hours, the group of 11 RCDS
teachers and students joined those
from across the state as they found
and cataloged 663 species. The group
worked with university professors,
graduate students, and other groups
throughout the event in the Black
Kettle National Grasslands area. The
BioBlitz students helped by setting and
checking small mammal traps, netting
insects, observing diatoms, hiking, and
otherwise enjoying nature.

“M y

ABOVE Aila Walker, Kaelin
Lambdin, and William Gray
sketch the newest addition
to the barnyard.

biggest take -

away from the
experience is that
there ’ s so much
more that nature
has to offer than
4 BLUEprint Fall 2013

just being able to
look at it .”

– Ragan Auxter, Junior

S

ituated just inside the front gate, Riverfield’s barnyard is
a focal point of the campus. But beyond catching the eye

of visitors and prospective families, the barnyard provides

learning opportunities for all ages of RCDS students. Whether it’s
Pre-School students trekking out to sketch the animals or older
students brainstorming details for an animal care and information

mobile app, the barnyard is a place of discovery and joy. This year,
the 2nd and 3rd graders of the Forest Class are tapping into this
resource through continual investigation of the barnyard.

During their initial trips to the barnyard, the class

slide listing facts and a photograph of the animal.

not have a name. After determining a list of six

the fact that Nibbles is most likely a mule and not a

discovered that the newly born miniature horse did
possible names, the students created voting ballots and

conducted a school-wide vote. “We made sure to tell

the voters about the baby and show a picture so they
could make a good choice,” said William Gray. Once
tabulated, the class excitedly shared the results of their

investigation and legwork at a Round-Up assembly in
September: Nibbles is the winning name given to this

new addition. Mrs. Barnard, the Forest Class teacher,
said, “This task required the students to use writing,
technology, math, and social skills as they created a
ballot, spoke with students and staff of all ages, and
calculated the results.”

For their November Round-Up, each student in the

class chose an animal to research. “I chose to learn
about Groucho, the white alpaca,” said Jenelle
shaped ears and alpacas have pointed-shaped
ears. I also found out that alpacas are not
flammable.” In addition to sharing facts with

their peers, each student created a PowerPoint

miniature horse. The audience also learned that Henry
the goose has been at Riverfield since 1985.

When asked where the investigation is headed, Mrs.

Barnard said, “As students discussed animal behavior
and interaction, they came up with the idea of creating

a movie about the barnyard in which they could give the
animals voices.” The class watched excerpts of movies
like Babe and Charlotte’s Web to gain an understanding

of what is required to make such a movie. So far,
the investigation has led to several opportunities for

collaboration and interviewing experts and is now
moving into working within a committee based on

job within the movie-making team. They are studying
animal behavior and communication, observing, and

documenting their research. To create the movie,

students plan to write/type scripts, film scenes,
narrate, act, and record the “voices” of the

animals. The resulting movie will be finished
in the second semester and will be celebrated

with a movie premier with family members.
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Jacobs. “I discovered that llamas have banana-

Several interesting details were shared, including
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he Pre-School’s Deer Class brought its

classroom garden indoors this fall and found

amazing outcomes and further investigations.

The idea of a hydroponic garden came during the
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teachers’ visit to the Grogg’s home before the school

year began. Owners of Tulsa’s Grogg’s Green Barn,
Kelly and Carla Grogg, whose 2 year old son Isaac

is in the Deer Class, were eager to discuss gardening
possibilities with Mrs. Flowers and Miss Stafford

their son’s teachers. And so the indoor hydroponic

(water-based) garden was created, with the thought
that the herbs and plants could be grown in the home

living space of the classroom. “When the Groggs
suggested the idea of the hydroponic garden, we

immediately started brainstorming about how we could

use it to further develop our classroom experience.
Instead of children pretending to slice, grind, cook, and

serve in the home living area, they could prepare real

ingredients they grew themselves,” said Mrs. Flowers.

The Way We

Grow

In the first weeks of school, the garden was constructed and installed

in

the Deer Class, with the students’ input on what was grown

along with constant care and attention given to the plants.
Soon after, the children looked out their classroom windows

to discover that the school’s peacock was snacking on plants

in the outdoor gardening space that resembled what was

growing indoors. “What if we grew food for the peacock?”
asked Patrick Green. “We could write him a letter and ask

him what he likes to eat.” With some research and gardening

insight from the Grogg family, the Deer students planted romaine,
chard, and other lettuces to share with the peacock.

The garden has not been without its challenges, which have turned

into opportunities for growing knowledge, creating understanding,
and collaborating to solve problems. When algae overtook the
garden’s water supply, the class drained, cleaned, and refilled the

garden tank with the help of a horticulturist from Grogg’s Green
Barn. Shortly thereafter, aphids showed up in the garden “They’re
seed bugs!” declared Jackson Brazeal. “Maybe they came inside

on our boots,” suggested John Kin. Using an organic spray, the

students took care of the aphid infestation and the plants are once
again growing strong.

With the water and bug problems cleared up, the Deer Class is

now spending time investigating what they see in the garden. Root

systems are clearly visible, one of the benefits of a hydroponic garden.
The students’ theories are evolving, including the idea that roots are

the “bones” of a plant and that the “veins” seen in a leaf above the

water mirror the structure of the roots seen below the water. With

guidance from their teachers and gardening professionals, the Deer
Class children have discovered much so far this year. The growth of

their investigation in the second semester is exciting to contemplate.

Ms. Vicki Canty has always had a green
thumb. “Some of my earliest memories
are helping my father tend the family
vegetable garden in our back yard. I
learned the importance of weeding
and the reward of harvesting the best
tomatoes on the block,” she said. Now
she shares her love of gardening and
cooking with fresh ingredients with
her after school garden club friends. As
head of gardening and the garden club,
she spends time each week planting,
weeding, harvesting, and utilizing many
types of plants, flowers, herbs, and
vegetables. Over the last year, the group
has evolved to include more cooking,
usually with a healthy, fresh flair. Most
recently, the Club baked and provided
various versions of cookies as a taste
test to come up with Riverfield’s
“Favorite Cookie” recipe.

“I

really like the

cooking , when

I

get to put in the
ingredients and mix
it . A nd especially

I
it .”

because then
Arya Karnama gets a closer look
at the Swiss Chard plants in the
hydroponic garden.

to eat

get

– Elle Kalcik, 5th Grade

The Way We

Innovate

FLIPPING

OUT!
S

ome of the Middle School math classes taught by

Mrs. Shaw, Mrs. Veitch, and Mrs. Boyd have turned

themselves upside-down in what is a growing trend in

education. It is an approach called the “flipped classroom.”

In a traditional classroom setting, a teacher will lecture, give
instructions, and hold discussions on the current topic, then
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An innovative fundraiser took the
country by storm this fall, and RCDS
was swept up in participation. In
August, the ALS Association’s Ice
Bucket Challenge went viral, raising
over 21 million dollars for research
to end amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
(ALS), commonly known as Lou
Gehrig’s disease. Head of School Jerry
Bates was challenged by Mr. Clark,
Middle and Upper School Head,
and completed his challenge during
a Friday Pep assembly. From there,
several teachers were challenged by
their students. Administrative staff was
not exempt from the challenge either.

give a homework assignment to be turned in the next day.
In a flipped classroom, the teacher will record a video of an
upcoming lesson and post this video online. As their homework

assignment, students view the lesson and take notes. The
following day in class, students do an assignment where the
teacher is able to walk around and monitor their progress and
answer questions about the assignment.

“It really has allowed more time to be spent individually with
students,” explained Mrs. Veitch. “The time we used to spend

speaking at the f ront of the class is now being used working

directly with individual students. Most questions occur when
a student is working on the actual assignment, and now we
are able to answer those questions as they work.”

Students like 7th graders
Brooklyn Farley and Shelby
Peck are benefitting from
additional individual attention
from teachers like Mrs. Boyd
in their “flipped” classroom.

“I didn’t think I was going to like it at first,” said 7th
grader Shelby Peck, “But there’s a lot less homework
this way, so it works well with my playing sports.”

This innovation also allows students to work more
at their own pace. They can pause a video lesson
to ensure they keep up with their note taking. If
students don’t quite understand a topic after one

viewing, they can rewind or skip to the portion that
they need to go over again. Students can also work
ahead and view instructions for future topics.

said Mrs. Shaw. “They may have forgotten how to do
some of the things to be able to help their children.
With the videos, they can watch and say ‘Oh, I
remember this’ and then they can help.”
The videos are hosted by Knowmia.com, a website
dedicated to educational tutorial videos, and students
can access them via computer, tablet, or smart
phone anywhere the internet is available. “I think
that’s one of the reasons this has been successful,”
concluded Mrs. Veitch. “The students are really

“I’ve had success stories with students who have

dialed into technology, and this is a way to combine

Shaw. “They were able to watch the videos and get

they need for the class.”

been sick and unable to come to class,” added Mrs.
their assignments from RenWeb. They walked in and
to school.”

Parents have also benefitted f rom this technique.

“Many parents don’t use algebra in their daily lives,”

While it’s only been a semester, the
results of the flipped classroom
are encouraging so far. It may
be that more classes get turned
upside-down soon.
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handed in their of assignments when they returned

the technology they want to use with the instruction
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Eli Blackmon

Despite the cold temperatures, the Ravens
have been heating up the basketball cour t.
The Varsity boys record is 7-5 and girls
are at 4-8 as of mid-December. Campbell
Boulanger anchors the boys with an average
of 25 points a game. His leadership is much
needed, as all five star ters from last year’s
Conference and District championship team
graduated. For the Lady Ravens, Erica
Kelley is stepping up after replacing 4 out
of the 5 starters from last year’s Conference
champions. Varsity boys coach Jason
Bogle said, “Both teams have committed
to carrying on the tradition of success
established by previous Raven teams.
With hard work, the teams will continue to
improve and challenge for another Cherokee
Conference championship.”

Rachel Wolf

The Middle School Volleyball team, made
up of 24 6th-9th grade girls, enjoyed
their fall season. It was the first time to
play competitive volleyball for many of the
girls. Competing against local schools such
as Mingo Valley and Summit Christian, they
ended the season with a 1 and 4 record.
This was Coach Ric Breig’s first season to
coach the team, and he was “pleased with
the hard work and dedication displayed by
the young Lady Ravens.”

Tater Pugh

The Ravens had a strong showing in Varsity
and Middle School cross country this season.
Competition was highlighted by sophomore
Tater Pugh becoming the first Raven runner
to qualify for the 2A State Cross Country
Meet after a 2nd place finish at Regionals.
Tater went on to medal at the State Meet
with a 13th-place finish. The Ravens also
hosted a tremendously successful meet
of their own on October 4th, with almost
200 runners from eight different schools
competing on the great trails winding through
Riverfield’s proper ty.

The Raven Classic is a RCDS tradition that’s now
in its sixth year. Held at Page Belcher on October
6th, 22 teams participated in the scramble-format
tourney. Winners were Jacob Sanders, Josh
Sanders, Mike Sanders, and Steve Leim with
the top team score. Rich Ross was closest to
the pin. Athletic Director Jason Bogle extends
his thanks to our generous sponsors and golfers.
“This event continues to get better every year
thanks to the great participants and sponsors.
I want to thank them for their continued support
of Raven athletics,” he said. As the only athletic
fundraising event of the year, the 2014 tournament
will provide funds for various athletic purchases,
including uniforms, facility maintenance, and other
essentials for the athletic department.
Coach Stack, Erica Kelley, Russel Westbrook, Campbell Boulanger, Coach Bogle

Several from the RCDS community had the
opportunity to meet Oklahoma City Thunder star
Russell Westbrook earlier this fall. Coaches
Jason Bogle and Erin Stack, along with Senior
Campbell Boulanger and Sophomore Erica
Kelley, attended a speaking engagement in
Oklahoma City. The event was sponsored by
BancFirst and was open to selected student
athletes. Westbrook spoke about his career
and family, took questions from the audience,
then welcomed attendees to a meet and greet.
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Regina, Kate, and John Goodwin

Riverfield is proud to announce that two Varsity
athletes have announced their plans to play sports
at the collegiate level. Senior Kate Goodwin
signed her letter of intent with Oklahoma Christian
University in November. Kate, who won 3rd place
in last spring’s OSSAA 2A tournament, will play for
the Lady Eagles golf team on a full scholarship.
Junior Zeke Clark gave his verbal commitment
to the University of Illinois to be part of the
Fighting Illini tennis team. Zeke won the OSSAA
2A boys tennis state championship in 2013 and
is ranked 5th nationally. Athletic Director Jason
Bogle is proud of these student athletes, though
not surprised. “Both of these athletes have
represented Riverfield in a first class manner.
They are quality young people both on the field
of competition and in the classroom. The entire
Riverfield community looks forward to the many
successes to come for Zeke and Kate.”

ARTS

12 		
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Ms. Sublett, the new K-5th music teacher, is
providing new musical experiences outside of
the regular school day. In addition to continuing
Blue Raven Juniors and Singers choruses for
1st – 5th grade students, Ms. Sublett is teaching
African Drumming classes to a group of 4th and
5th graders and several MIDI for Kids group
piano lessons to 1st – 6th graders during
extra-curricular hours. “Offering drumming
class is a way to expand on student interest
and also align the curriculum between these
younger students and the older ones that are
involved in drumline and rock band,” Ms. Sublett
said. The MIDI piano curriculum is a unique
program that directs students in focused playing,
listening and moving activities, improvisation,
and creating music in an ensemble setting. Ms.
Sublett says “Students get the ‘best of both
worlds’ learning to read musical notation with
playing by ear.” Students enjoy both the drum
and piano classes and look forward to playing
music with their friends each week.

Cade Parks

Garrett Williams
Blue Class
Self Portrait

Hayden Ferguson
Sky Class
K-5 Art

Drew Richardson

BLUEprint Fall 2014

Lauren Milton
Senior
US Art
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Katy Craig
8th Grade
MS Art

Though the concept of the event has changed
over the years, Café Night remains very
popular. The month prior to the December
event, Middle and Upper School band students
coordinated their performances, choosing to
sing solos, duets, or in small groups. “This is
such a fun evening! It’s great to play songs of
our choosing, or songs that have been written
by our fellow students,” commented 7th grader
Logan Basden. Food and beverages provided by
Mod’s Café added to the fun ambiance of the
evening. Riverfield Rocks is now gearing up for
the January 17th Cain’s Ballroom appearance.
Tickets are available at the front desk or at
the door the night of the concer t.

ARTS
Author Roald Dahl is known
for his imaginative stories
featuring zany characters.
The remarkable storytelling
of the author of Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory was
on display as Middle School
drama presented another
Dahl story The Twits in midDecember. Featuring a cast
of Twits, Mugglewumps, and
a Roly Poly Bird, the story
opens as Mr. Twit decides to
star t a circus featuring the
Mugglewumps as reluctant
performers. The hilarious
high jinx of the Mugglewumps
outsmar ting the Twits kept
the families in the audience
entertained. Kudos to drama
teacher Mrs. Long and her
students for another fun and
fantastic performance!

14 		
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Peyton Smith, Emma Redmond, Belle Maxey

Sydney Sowell
8th Grade
MS Art

Madi Watts
Junior
US Art

Architectural plans are
underway for Riverfield’s newest
building project, the Educational
Ar ts Center. Head of School
Jerry Bates, Operations Director
Mike Goettel, and several
others have been working
with McFarland Architecture
to create the renderings for
the over 14,000 square foot
building that will include two
performance spaces, stage and
dressing rooms, band practice
and recording rooms, as well
as ar t studios. “We are excited
about the oppor tunities this
space will provide,” said Mr.
Bates. “As we all know, RCDS
students are extremely creative.
This building will expand our
avenues for creative expression.”

Tim Clark
Senior
Art History
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Serra Delen
Creek Class
K-5 Art
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N EWS & NOTES
In its second year at RCDS, Win-Win Week
efforts were once again successful. Win-Win Week
is a partnership between the OSSAA and the OU
Stephenson Cancer Center that encourages OSSAA
member schools to raise awareness and funds for cancer
research during a designated week so that, together,
schools can collaborate in a statewide effort. The Upper
School Student Council coordinated Riverfield’s events,
which included the volleyball team hosting a fundraiser
between its matches that week, cross country runners
donning purple headbands at their meet, and Student
Council selling commemorative t-shirts. The week was
capped off with a powder puff football game with
Middle and Upper School female students as the players
and males as cheerleaders. Through the generosity of
the Riverfield community, $2,250 was raised toward
cancer research at the OU Stephenson Cancer Center.

Grace Clark, Olivia Edwardes, Izzy Bliss
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The Upper School Student Council ran a two-week
food drive in November that brought in 3,341 items and
$1,000 in donations. This equaled 3,500 pounds of food
and provided over 6,500 meals for the hungry through the
Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.

For decades, there’s been Black Friday. Then came Cyber
Monday. Most recently, Giving Tuesday has become
part of the holiday lingo. At RCDS, the Advancement
Committee kicked off the Raven Fund campaign for
the year, raising funds for general operations. Riverfield
students took part in other Giving Tuesday campaigns
as well. The Forest Class raised awareness for Tulsa’s
Ronald McDonald House by wearing striped socks and
posting pictures to social media.

Another wonderful event this fall was Riverfield’s
Annual Visiting Day. Each year, Visiting Day grows in
scale and attendance. This year, a packed schedule of
more than 30 events and demonstrations were attended
by numerous family members and friends of current
Riverfield students and alumni. In addition to the
incredible attendance, annual raffle drawing, and book
fair, this year Mr. Bates surprised attendees with a group
picture on the Martha S. Clark Field. Students, families,
and friends formed the letters RCDS while a drone
camera captured an aerial image. What a creative and
unique way to illustrate the Riverfield community!

As part of their study on exploration, 4th/5th and
6th – 8th grade students and faculty traveled to the
Port of Muskogee to see replicas of the Niña and
Pinta. Two of the three ships led by Christopher
Columbus in 1492, these ships made a brief stop at
the port as part of their US tour. Fifth grader Price
Smolen noted that the ships were “much smaller than
I expected – and the model of the Pinta was actually
larger than the original.” Being able to board the ship
and see it for themselves, as well as hear from the
traveling tour guides, brought that piece of history
to life for the students.

Once again, the Academic Bowlers of Riverfield are
thriving at all levels. Middle Schoolers were victorious at
the Lake Country Meet, winning in three of four grade
divisions and coming in 2nd in the other. The Varsity
team is marching toward another State tournament as
well, coming in 1st at the regional competition and
seeded 1st for the area tournament in January. In their
first year being asked to play in the Elite series of
tournaments, the Ravens lost to only one school, Oktaha.
The team also played in the Rogers State University’s
televised quiz show I Want Answers! for the second year
in a row.

Zack Davenport, Nick Hartman, Bailey Gower, Sam Brander

The sophomore English class focuses its studies on
American literature. The students trace this literature
to its literal roots in the stories of the continent’s
indigenous peoples. Those stories were handed down
through generations through oral tradition. On
September 8th, Robert Lewis, a professional Cherokee
storyteller engaged the sophomores in the oral traditions
of Native Americans. Lewis, a School/Community
Specialist for the Cherokee Nation, is nationally known
for his storytelling with some of his work featured on
YouTube.

Adi Howard
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Kate Rhynes, Robert Lewis

Riverfield students have long enjoyed celebrating various
holidays with senior citizens in the Tulsa area. During
the fall, Primary students trick-or-treated and sang
Halloween songs to residents of Inverness Village, a
local retirement community. In December, students of
all ages gathered Grandgood boxes, a RCDS tradition
of bringing personal care and entertainment items in
a shoebox to distribute to those in nursing homes that
might not otherwise receive gifts. The Pre-School and
Primary classes gave out the boxes on field trips, where
they also sang carols and visited with the residents.
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Last spring’s BLUEprint shared the story of a group
from Tulsa’s Sister City of Celle, Germany visiting
Riverfield. A group of students, parents, and the
Herren Clark and Day made the reciprocal trip to
Germany at the end of May. Many student firsts were
logged: first time traveling without parents, first time
to a foreign country, first time on a street car, first
time riding a train. The group visited Germany’s capitol
building, the Reichstag, and the Pergamon Museum,
went on a cruise down the Spree through the heart
of Berlin, sampled a variety of cuisines, chuckled at
unusual signs, strolled along the colorful remnants
of the infamous Wall and marveled at the still-visible
signs of WWII damage. Once in Celle, the Riverfield
students stayed at the homes of those students they had
hosted in Tulsa, strengthening the bonds begun in the
US. Herr Clark said, “Our German hosts took fantastic
care of their Ami friends, treating us to daytrips to
Hamburg and the huge Heidepark amusement park.”
All participants agreed that the week in Celle was over
far too quickly and eagerly anticipate another exchange
in the 2015-16 school year. Riverfield is also excited to
welcome Svenja Peters back to campus for the Spring
semester as a Freshman. She visited last Spring and
wanted to return for a full semester.

Birthday traditions are the Pre-School’s special way
of celebrating important milestones. For some classes,
the tradition includes a small committee collaborating
to create a pillow or painting on canvas in honor of
the birthday boy or girl. In the Purple Class this year,
friends signify their 4th or 5th birthdays by constructing
a lantern made of grapevine, yarn, and other materials.

A new course offering for 6th – 12th graders, Industrial
Arts is hugely popular. Taught by Ric Breig, Conrad
Jackson, James Wilson, and Fred Jones, the class meets
twice a week and has worked on several projects with
impressive outcomes. After it gained popularity on the
Middle School campout, the game of Gaga Ball now has
its own home on our campus. Industrial Arts students
drew up blueprints, shopped for supplies, constructed,
and installed the new Gaga Ball Pit found in the back
field. Also a class favorite is the 3D printer, used to
help with designs and fabrications of projects, giving a
physical representation of designs made on 3D software.

Zack Davenport

representative from each graduating class. These class
reps have volunteered to be the conduit between their
peers and the school. To that end, alumni should
expect to hear from the representatives several times
a year, with information on Homecoming, alumni
events, and other RCDS happenings. These reps are
also the point of contact for those wishing to share
and update information or ask questions. Alumni:
utilize your class reps as a means of communicating
– that’s what they’re here for!

Cl ass of 2014

Cl ass of 2010

Alex Rogers

Lynley Fox

Cl ass of 2013

Cl ass of 2009

Hannah Sieler

Jessie Deck
Contact Info:
jdeck@riverfield.org
(918) 760-7717

Cl ass of 2012

Cl asses of
2007-08

Contact Info:
alex.rogers@tulsacc.edu
(918) 724-7700

Contact Info:
hsieler@okstate.edu

Ryan Peake

Contact Info:
r.peake@tcu.edu
(918) 231-3448

Contact Info:
lynley.fox@okstate.edu
(918) 607-7898

ALUMNI CONNECTION

A

s the number of Riverfield graduates
continues to climb, the challenge to keep
alumni plugged in to the RCDS community
grows as well. “We now have 139 graduates from
8 graduating classes,” said Marketing Director Wes
Rowell. “We want to keep in touch with them and
want them to keep in touch with us. We love to hear
their success stories: internships, graduate degrees,
careers, families, etc.” To facilitate the informationsharing process, the Riverfield Alumni Council was
created as a system of communicating effectively via a

Taylor Stevak

Contact Info:
Taylor.Stevak@ey.com
(918) 560-3605

Cl ass of 2011
Maddy Berry

BLUEprint Fall 2014

Contact Info:
madeline.berry@salve.edu

19

A L etter F rom the
RFA B oard P resident
As the first semester draws to a close and the children are filled with excitement about the
upcoming holidays, I’m filled with excitement about how much fun the semester has been.
Our second annual Run for Riverfield was a tremendous success again this year, raising more
than $25,000. Like last year, the Run consisted of a student Jog-a-Thon during the school
day and a one-mile Fun Run for families through campus in the evening. But what would a
scheduled Riverfield event be without a few opportunities for creative problem solving? This
year’s fall fundraiser provided such an opportunity. The day of the Run for Riverfield events
was greeted with severe rain and possibilities of hail. Last minute creativity resulted in moving
the entire Jog-a-Thon to the Green Gym! You can imagine the energy with over 600 students
running laps and completing obstacles for 20 minutes in a confined space! However, the close
quarters and multi-aged groups provided a heartwarming vision of older children looking out
for and assisting smaller children, perfectly encapsulating the Riverfield Way. The Fun Run was
postponed until later in the month and the resulting weather was perfect for a run through
campus followed by family camping on the football field. Mr. Bates prepared pancakes for
breakfast Saturday morning as a perfect end to the fall fundraiser season.
Other events that have kept RFA busy this year include our traditional sleepovers, Visiting
Day, and, of course, planning for the annual auction. This year and forward, our auction will
be branded as the Sapphire Celebration. The Sapphire Celebration, scheduled for February 28,
2015, will be held at the Hyatt Regency Downtown providing us with a new venue capable
of accommodating our needs as our event continues to grow and flourish. If you haven’t been
to the auction in a few years or are new to the Riverfield family, I strongly encourage you to
attend this year. You will not be disappointed!
All in all, I have very much enjoyed my first semester as Riverfield Family Association president.
I am honored to serve in this capacity and look forward to an equally exciting spring semester!
All my best,

Tracy Lee Emmons
2014-15 RFA Board President
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Caleb Corbin

Ainsley Skidgel

We are thankful to the many supporters who have already
made their annual donation to the 2014-15 Raven Fund.
Last year, we raised over $250,000 toward this important source for operating funds. All
families are urged to contribute annually to help offset the costs of hiring and retaining
exceptional faculty and staff, funding curriculum and classroom resources, and maintaining
our buildings and campus.
Friends and families of our students responded generously to their fundraising efforts for the
Run for Riverfield. A big thank you goes out to our student fundraisers, all the donors, and
the RFA volunteers who organized and ran the Jog-a-Thon and the Fun Run.
On Visiting Day, volunteers were invaluable in manning the Book Fair and serving lunch to
our abundant crowd of visitors.
Upper and Middle School students have raised awareness and funds to help a number of
organizations in our community and beyond, including the OU Stephenson Cancer Center, the
Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma, Emergency Infant Services, and the Children’s
Hospital at Saint Francis.
Pre-School and Primary students spread joy and lifted spirits of seniors in retirement centers
throughout the community when taking Grandgood boxes in December and Trick or Treating
on Halloween.
Thank you to all members of the Riverfield Community of Caring and Giving.
Sincerely,
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Patti Grice, Director of Giving

A

Did you know that Tulsa is the most philanthropic community
in the U.S.? We certainly saw evidence of that this fall
within the very generous Riverfield community of givers,
made of a wide range of people who love what happens in
our innovative educational environment. Parents, students,
grandparents, alumni and their families, faculty and staff,
trustees, corporations, foundations, and friends are all part of
this wonderful group of supporters who give their time and
energy in addition to their resources in support of RCDS.

COMMUNITYof Giving

A L etter F rom the
D irector of G iving

Non-Discriminatory Statement: Riverfield Country Day School is a non-profit, independent school with no religious affiliation. Riverfield
is a welcoming community that strives to treat everyone fairly. All decisions regarding admissions, employment, administration, and
student and faculty life are made without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, ethnicity, age, disability, gender,
sexual orientation, marital or family status, or any other criteria prohibited by law. All rights, privileges, educational, athletic, schooladministrated programs, and activities made available by the school are extended to all students, families, faculty, and staff.
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