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A L etter F rom the
H ead of S chool , J erry B ates
Dear Riverfield Community,
Spring is a time to celebrate the many accomplishments of our students and a year’s worth
of hard work at Riverfield. Younger students celebrated yearlong investigations. Middle
Schoolers organized a fun and worthwhile Legacy event for the school community. Athletes
completed their seasons at statewide tournaments. Seniors and their families were honored at
commencement, the culmination of their Riverfield experience.
We often talk about the importance of the relationships. The students’ relationships with their
teachers and the school’s relationships with our families create the unique feeling you experience
when visiting our campus. Just yesterday, I received a note from a German tour guide who
led our exchange students, Herr Clark, Herr Day, and some family members around Berlin,
including a trip to the Pergamon Museum. “The [Riverfield] pupils showed great interest
and asked so many intelligent questions; it’s a pleasure for a guide to bring in such a group.
I wanted to also tell you that I was really moved by how well everyone got along with each
other! The pupils among themselves, the pupils and the teachers, the teachers and the parents,
the parents and the kids. I told them that if I had kids and were living in Oklahoma I would
definitely send them to Riverfield.” To me this sums up Riverfield. We are about learning and
growing together – students, teachers, and families.
Spring is also a time of growth and renewal. Within these pages, you will read about new
beginnings: friendships formed with exchange students from Celle, Germany; a new home for
the peacock as envisioned and created by Pre-Schoolers; the creation of a viable fish habitat
in the new pond researched and put into place by science students. You will also see QR
codes next to some articles. If this is the case, you can access a video related to that story
with your smart phone or tablet.
What excites me the most about all these activities, and many more featured in this BLUEprint,
is the fact that they are driven by our students and their passions. Student impetus is the
foundation of coursework, classroom projects, special events and celebrations, and community
interaction. The ability to pursue these student-led areas of interest is what makes Riverfield
so special. Students of all ages are active participants in their educational experience.
I hope you have a fantastic summer and enjoy this issue of the BLUEprint.
Sincerely,

Jerry Bates
Head of School

The mission of Riverfield Country Day School is to provide an excellent education in a family-oriented atmosphere. Students are
motivated and encouraged to learn, develop, and mature in a respectful, secure, and diverse environment. A caring, creative
faculty and a challenging, integrated, and personalized curriculum promote the development of the whole student as a confident
and responsible learner prepared for success today and tomorrow.

Accredited by:

BLUEprint
celebrating the dreams, designs, plans,
and projects of riverfield students
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O n T he C over
Deer Class students Eli Emmons, Parker Belford, Reece Hendershot, and Phoebe
Cunningham construct a “town for the Peacock Bakery” with ramps and tunnels, open
and closed signs, and sketches of other construction ideas for the town.
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Alexis Anderson

Chandler Bair

Dalton Baumann

Robert Beers

Lilli Burgy

ACM at UCO

University of Arkansas

University of Tulsa

University of Arkansas

University of Oklahoma

Arizona State University

Sarah Carson

Ryan Coretz

Katelyn Denney

Ethan Gonders

Emy Gore

Lena Harrison

Oklahoma State University

High Point University

University of Tulsa

Tulsa Community College

University of Tulsa

Rogers State University

Tracy Heiman

Hunter Hoffman

Luke Johnson

Cailey Kesselring

Logan Mitchell

Nate Newman

Tulsa Community College

ACM at UCO

University of Denver

Rhodes College

Howard University

University of Tulsa

Foster Pace

Garrett Pugh

Lou Reid

Zach Robinson

Alex Rogers

Brooke Rogers

Berklee College of Music

Missouri University S&T

Kansas State University

Evergreen State College

TCC/OSU-IT

Westminster College

Jeff Saizow

Wyatt Sanders

Amanda Sowell

Kyle Taubman

Claire White

University of Oklahoma

Berklee College of Music

University of Arkansas

Tulsa Community College

Massachussetts College of
Art & Design
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James Adams

S eniors S ay G ood -B ye

8 th G raders M ove O n U p

The evening of Friday, May 16th, saw Riverfield’s 8th
graduating class cross the stage and receive their diplomas.
These 29 graduates have attended RCDS for variety of
years – some came for their final Upper School years while
others have been here since infancy. Alexis Anderson, Lilli
Burgy, Sarah Carson, Cailey Kesselring, Foster Pace,
Garrett Pugh, Alex Rogers, Jeff Saizow, and Amanda
Sowell were each given a plaque in recognition of being
Lifetime Students (those who have attended Riverfield
since Kindergarten or earlier). The crowd, estimated to
be the largest ever, heard from several speakers including
Robert Beers who was selected by his peers to speak on
behalf of the Class of 2014. “Riverfield has prepared us
for whatever the future may hold. Riverfield has provided
a safe haven where we can all thrive in our own individual
ways. Riverfield has given us a place to find ourselves.”
Faculty member Daniel Hodges was asked by the Senior
class to share his thoughts with the audience as well.
As part of the ceremony, three prestigious awards were
presented to very deserving recipients. They are listed
below:

In keeping with a longstanding tradition, this year’s 8th
grade students each shared a short speech as part of their
Closing Exercises on May 15th. Often witty, insightful,
and full of gratitude, these 39 speeches provided those
in attendance with a glimpse into the personalities and
personas of the 8th grade graduates. In addition to the
speeches, three awards were given to outstanding students.
They were as follows:

Philipp Richter Exemplary Student Award
Chandler Bair
Tim O’Halloran Citizenship Award
Alex Rogers
Martha S. Clark Head of School Award
Robert Beers

“R iverfield

has prepared us

for whatever the future may
hold .

R iverfield

has provided

a safe haven where we
individual ways .

R iverfield

has given us a place to find
ourselves .”

Academic Excellence: Cassie Powell

Grace Clark
Brett Anderson
Andrew Bates
Trent Blackfox
Eli Blackmon
Matt Bogle
Grace Clark
Altug Delen
Kip Derryberry
Aidan Doyle
Drew Dreiling
Charlie Everett
Braxton Gore
Ashley Guterman
Julia Hale
Matthew Hawkins
Charlie Heldebrandt
Mariana Hightower
Jad Jaafar
Evan Keely
Noah Laubach

Rachel Wolf

Cassie Powell

Ryan Lenard
Alexis Lipe
Brenna Maxey
Alex Milton
James Morley
Meredith Peters
Cassie Powell
Tollie Pugh
Katy Redmond
Adaira Reid
Drew Richardson
Syd Rideout
Zach Rudd
Ben Smith
Carter Smith
Loren Standley
Ben Violett
Hank Williams
Rachel Wolf
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– Robert Beers
Class of 2014

Leadership: Rachel Wolf
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can all thrive in our own

Citizenship: Grace Clark

The Way We

Innovate

Ancient Construction leads
to “Days of Demolition”

“I

t’s not gonna do it,” a voice calls out.

This is the third and final attempt by one of Mr. Ric Breig’s
Chemistry classes to shatter the chalice confined within the other
section’s concrete fortress. “It’s not gonna do it,” the voice repeats. The siege
weapon of choice is a long, L-shaped structure of PVC pipe, designed not
to blast away at the concrete walls, but to deliver a precision air strike.
A moment after the last sound of doubt fades away, the pipe drops. The
next sound is the unmistakable high-pitched crunch of breaking glass.
Then celebration.

Riverfield’s Pre-School is proud
to be affiliated with and accredited
by the National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC).
This organization’s goals and values align
closely with Riverfield’s, which makes the
relationship a natural fit. In 1985, Riverfield
was the second school in the state of
Oklahoma and the first in Tulsa to be
accredited by the National Academy for the
Education of Young Children, a division of
the National Association for the Education
of Young Children. As part of the continued
commitment to quality education for
young children, the Pre-School undergoes
re-accreditation, including an application
process, documentation, and a site visit
from NAEYC ever y five years. RCDS
underwent this process during the 201314 school year, with a two-day campus
visit occurring in February. Several weeks
later, Division Heads Kacey Davenport
and Jennifer Kesselring received
notification that the school had been
reaccredited, and with flying colors. “We
met and surpassed every area of criteria,
including curriculum, leadership, physical
environment, community relationships, and
family environment,” noted Mrs. Kesselring.

“All the stuff that we made in advance didn’t work,” says Sophomore
Amy Coretz, “So on the spot, Harrison (Noble) brought some things
and everyone didn’t think it was going to work out. And all of a sudden
we heard a big shattering noise. And everyone just kinda went nuts.”
In a school that embraces the idea that learning should be joyous,
competition sometimes fits right in. This festive event had its
beginnings a few years ago when Mr. Breig and History teacher
Margaret James decided to collaborate. “At the same time that the
students are learning about Roman history in my class, they are
learning about concrete – which was the the foundation of Rome
– in Ric’s class,” Mrs. James says, “Ric had the idea to have them
use their Roman bricks to construct a structure. Then we had the
idea for me to discuss castles, architecture and sieges during my
units on the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. Our plan was for
me to give them the historical background for them to use in
designing their castles and siege engines.”
So, once you have two castles, both capable of withstanding
a fair amount of bombardment, the next logical step is to see
which one is better. Right? “Friendly competition is a good
way to spur motivation in teenagers,” explains Mr. Breig, “The
competition is just a tool to keep students focused on the
task at hand. I could have easily made the exercise worth a
lot of points towards their grade but the reward of success
is sometimes a stronger motivation.”
In the end, both structures held up against blunt assault
from skateboard battering rams, bowling balls, and even
some pyrotechnics. Through sheer ingenuity, Coretz’s
team was able to claim victory. But what did they learn?
“Students learned the importance of planning, teamwork,
history of castle building, the strength of concrete, and
the chemical process necessary to make concrete,” says
Mr. Breig. It seems like they also had a lot of fun.

Going

Medieval

Sophomore Dakota Roberts uses a homemade
concrete recipe to build bricks.

Several attempts were made to breach each
team’s fortress. Siege weapons included a battering
ram, catapult, and high-velocity bowling ball.

Sophomore Amy Coretz celebrates after her
classmates shattered the opposing team’s glass.
Scan the QR code below with your smart device
to see how they did it.
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A New
Home
for an

Old Friend

A

sk any Pre-School student about the animals
on campus and you’re sure to hear about the
peacock. In fact, Riverfield parents often
say that “peacock” is one of their children’s first
words. Frequently found strutting the grounds on
either side of the main hallway, the peacock is an
iconic symbol of the intrigue, wonder, inquiry, and
engagement here at Riverfield.
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While the peacock is fascinating for all children,
the toddlers and teachers in the Frog Class formed
a special relationship with him this year. “Early on,
the peacock became a favored subject to represent
in the atelier as children represented him with clay,
sketching, and paint,” said teacher Jennifer Norviel.
As the relationship with the peacock deepened, the
children began asking questions: Could we invite
him to become part of the Frog Class? How did he
spend his day? Where did he live? This last question
especially resonated with the class and the process
of building a peacock house “just for him” began.
The teachers guided the children through research
as they considered various types of houses for the
peacock. Using materials in the classroom, the
children constructed prototypes of the bird houses
seen online. They spent time in the peacock’s current
habitat, observing and sketching the trees and the
bird himself. The children expressed the need for
the peacock’s house to have a window, door, bed,
babies, toys, and more space. With these ideas in
mind, the class worked with a local contractor (and
RCDS parent) and a blueprint was created.

The Way We

After the design was finalized, the Frog Class asked Mrs. Redmond
from the Yellow Class, who is known for her artistic talents, to help
“make the house beautiful.” Their collective design concept was based
on mosaic tiles shaped in a peacock outline. “It’s a peacock!” exclaimed
Anna Flynn. The students cut, glazed, and fired hundreds of small
clay tiles that were then used to create the design. At the end of the
year, families came to a housewarming party for the peacock, where
the final result of their inquiry, research, and dedication were on debut.
While the peacock’s new house certainly holds special meaning for
this year’s Frog Class, it is something that will benefit the peacock
and the Riverfield community as a whole.

The 2nd and 3rd graders in the
Lakes Class began the school year
very interested in LEGOs. This interest
continued throughout the year and
was integrated into several classroom
investigations including a study of
simple machines. During the Winter
Olympics in Sochi, the class researched
the use of simple machines in various
Olympic events. They then collaborated
to create an Olympic village made of
LEGOs as well as the representation
of the different spor ting events using
LEGO pieces and characters. The year
culminated with the class creating an
iMovie about their investigation played
for peers and family members at
Round-Up.

“A thletes
Hadley Lundt paints her
representation of the
peacock in the courtyard.

Learn

use

pulleys to get up
the mountains .

B obsledders and
snow b
 oarders use
inclined planes
for their tracks
and halfpipes .”

Bowie Vespasian shows
the mosaic tiles to his
family during the class’s
housewarming party.

Scan the QR code below with your smart
device to see the Lakes Class video on simple
machines.
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The Frog Class and their
teachers proudly pose in
front of the completed
peacock house.

– Griffin Woods
Lakes Class
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Ending on a

High Note!
S o L ong , M rs . J ohnson ,
I t ’ s B een G ood to K now Y a

I

f ever someone embodied the phrase “Do what

you love; love what you do” it’s Caroline Johnson.

Johnson said she most treasures watching the growth

in journalism, music, and teaching!” This year marked

“The deep bond of shared experiences over six years

“I’ve had the good fortune of three such careers –

Mrs. Johnson’s last at Riverfield, after bringing music,
movement, laughter, and growth to countless RCDS
students the last 27 years.

Her initial role was as a parent when the school

began in 1984. At the time, Mrs. Johnson wrote for

of students f rom kindergarten through 5th grade.
is indescribable.” And on the flip side, she hopes their

take-away is “being open to many genres of music

and the joy to be found in the arts.” With a smile she
added, “And knowing all six verses of ‘This Land is
Your Land.’”

The Tulsa Tribune. Marty Clark, Founding Head of

Emma Keely is a testament to this lesson. She came

education. “She recruited our son Ben for the first

Singers, Assistant, and two Orff Ensembles, and

School, was a source for articles on early childhood
2 year-old class. Then, in the summer of 1987, she

invited me to bring my Autoharp, teach some music,
and work the front.” Ben stayed at Riverfield through

his 6th grade year before going on to Carver and
Booker T. His mom stayed for quite a bit longer.

Mrs. Johnson has many fond memories as a parent

and employee, including taking care of ferrets in the
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When asked about her time in the classroom, Mrs.

front office, and when Ben was “sent to the office” so

up through the ranks of Blue Raven Juniors and

now, as a junior in the Upper School, is a vital part
of the Riverfield Rocks program. “My participation
in Mrs. Johnson’s various activities helped shape who

I am today.” says Emma, “Not only did she give me

a huge musical foundation, f rom part-singing to
harmonies to descants, her music classes also taught
about working together.”

Her love for folk music and Woody Guthrie will

he could read his first book aloud to her. The move to

carry on into retirement, as she will work with

lover in Caroline, working summers in the woods with

Center. Other plans include dog walking, travel, and

the country campus was a perfect fit for the naturecampers and “outdoorsy colleagues.”

elementary-age children at the Woody Guthrie
reading mysteries.

The Way We

“N ot

Grow

only did

she give me a huge
musical foundation ,
from part - singing
to harmonies to
descants , her music
classes also taught
about working
together .”

– Emma Keely
Class of 2015
Scan the QR code below with your smart device
to see a video of the Creek Class’s tribute to Mrs.
Johnson: the construction of a music playground.
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Prototyping,
Presenting, and
Pioneering

10

BLUEprint Spring 2014

8th grader Rachel Wolf delivers
her team’s presentation to the
panel of judges. Scan the QR
code on the next page with your
smart device to see the video
of this presentation.

Eric Haake, Cailey Kesselring, Rachael Ternes, Tracey McKinney

Finn Murdock

The Way We

S tudents E mploy
C orporate B est
P ractices for
O n -C ampus S uccess
Nearly 200 6th – 12th grade students participated in a pioneering
two-day event in early April. Based on the “Lean Start-up” model,
which is trending in corporate culture and product development,
this event was led by Kimberly Hicks, Viacom’s Director of Product
Management for TV Everywhere. Based in New York, Kimberly
works with Viacom brands and business units as their content
experience expert.
Students began Thursday morning with an introduction to rapid
prototyping. They conducted limited market research among their
peers to develop early-stage sneaker designs. Thursday afternoon
and Friday morning, the focus shifted to their school: establishing
a system to improve care for Riverfield’s many animals.
Working in small groups, students conducted interviews, determined
criteria for success, developed ideas to achieve success, and created
and tested prototypes. The resulting systems revolved around the use
of technology through kiosks, interactive websites, apps, and more.
Friday afternoon, the teams presented their ideas and prototypes to a
panel of judges. This panel was composed of local business, technology,
and media leaders, as well as Hicks’ Viacom product development team
in New York, which viewed the presentations via video conference.
When asked about the event and the motivations behind it, Head of
School Jerry Bates, replied “A couple of years ago, we amended our
Mission Statement to include our commitment to students’ success today
and tomorrow. This ‘lean start-up’ model is an example of a technique used
every day by businesses and organizations creating
new products, from shoe design to web applications
to government policy. So what we wanted to do
was conduct a program that focused not only on
collaboration and exchange of ideas, but we also
wanted to have a ‘take-away’. We wanted a real result
that will be implemented by students for students.”
Based on the professionallevel presentations given
by the students and the
overwhelmingly positive
feedback of the guest panel,
the event achieved these
Hannah Grenier
outcomes and more.

Explore

“C ommunicating
wasn ’ t always easy ,
but it was worth
the challenge
because now

I

will

maintain a friendship
with people

I

would

never have met
otherwise .”

– Ashtyn Fox
Class of 2017

Riverfield entertained a group
of 20 students and teachers from Celle,
Germany with a fun-filled week of
activities in March, allowing the visitors
to get to know their sister-city up close
and personal. The week began with a
Riverfield classic: the potluck dinner.
The crew and their host families also
visited the Tulsa City Hall for a special
tour, went shopping at Woodland Hills
Mall, traveled to the Tallgrass Prairie
and Woolaroc Museum to see the real
West and an interpretation of what it
represented to Easterners. They also
sat in on Riverfield Upper School
classes. Shortly after the end of this
school year, Riverfield students made
their own venture across the Atlantic
to reunite with their Celle friends on
a reciprocal visit.

ARTS
Upper School Visual Arts students submitted
designs for the nationwide Vans Custom Culture
contest this spring. Sarah Andrews, Tim Clark,
Madi Watts, and Claire White each decorated
a pair of Vans shoes representing one of the
following categories: music, art, action sports, or
local flavor. Though the Riverfield team’s entry did
not qualify as one of the top 50 from across the
nation, the artwork was impressive nonetheless.

Artwork by (clockwise from top): Claire White, Sarah Andrews, Madi Watts, and Tim Clark

Sixth grader Ethan Shaw took the lead role in
Tulsa Youth Opera’s January production of Little
Nemo in Slumberland at the Tulsa PAC. This magical
opera was based on an early 20th century comic
strip by Winsor McCay and was performed with full
sets, costumes, and orchestra. Ethan commented
that “It was a one-of-a-kind experience, and I
would do it again in a heartbeat!” The opera also
featured 5th grader Belle Maxey in the roles of
a star and a sweeper. Both students were also
part of Tulsa Opera’s Carmen in May.
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Ethan Shaw

Some of Riverfield’s youngest artists proudly
showcased their works for the Tulsa community
recently. The artwork of the Yellow Class in the
3s-5s Wing was on display at the Henry Zarrow
Arts & Education Building for the month of May.
This showing was the culmination of a year-long
investigation of the atelier through photography,
sketching, sculpting, and painting. The atelier, or
artist workshop, is central to Riverfield and all
Reggio-inspired schools as it provides opportunities
for students to deepen, sustain, and represent
their thinking through a variety of media. To kick
off the public showcase, the class hosted a gallery
opening for family and friends. Sadie McGinn
commented, “I liked looking at my artwork and
liked seeing all the photos of downtown.”

Hadley and Riley Sowell

Lilli Burgy, Kate Goodwin, Logan Mitchell
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This semester was a busy one for the Riverfield
Rocks program. The 110 student musicians
that comprise 13 bands from 4th – 12th grade
were hard at work under the guidance of Band
Directors Paul Knight and Scott Jones as they
prepared initially for January’s Riverfield Rocks
the Cain’s concert, then April’s ISAS Arts Festival
followed by Llamapalooza later that month. All
three events played to record-setting crowds in
very different venues. Mr. Knight said, “Cain’s is
always fun because of the musical history that’s
been made inside the building. At ISAS, the tent we
were playing in reached maximum capacity within
15 minutes. And Llamapalooza is always a great
year-end event for RCDS families with children of
all ages.” Senior Foster Pace has been part of
the program since 4th grade and is heading to
Berklee College of Music in the fall. He summed up
his Riverfield Rocks experience this way: “Learning
how to work with others is such an important
thing, especially with a medium as subjective as
music. Of all the shows I’ve done as a Riverfield
band student, the one I will always remember was
ISAS 2014. All the Riverfield rockers pitched in to
perform the best show we had ever pulled off. We
prepared, constructed, and performed as a unit.
That’s what it is all about and it was amazing.”
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Sami McPherson

Upper School thespians performed their first-ever
musical this spring to two sold-out audiences. The
Charles E. Norman Theatre of the Tulsa PAC was
transformed into Farmer Brown’s barnyard as the
drama students presented Click Clack Moo: Cows
That Type on May 9th and 10th. Junior Hunter
Senft starred as Duck. “Working on the play
not only taught me how to act well in a theater
performance, but also how to work in a group
of people effectively to achieve an end goal. I
truly value it as one of the best things I’ve been
involved in,” said Hunter. Drama teacher Leslie
Long was excited about the opportunity to do
a musical and was equally glad to incorporate
performances from younger students from her
Almost Actors after school drama classes. “The
younger students had a blast doing their own
pre-show on Friday night, and then, of course,
loved staying to watch Click Clack. The show was
such a rousing success that the cast presented
an encore performance in the Green Gym on the
final day of school to another packed crowd.

ATHL ETICS
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Both the Ravens and Lady Ravens Varsity teams
had successful seasons, ending with 16-6 and
10-6 records, respectively. This was Coach
Jason Bogle’s first year to lead both the boys
and girls teams. “Both teams were wonderful
role models for future teams at Riverfield. They
worked hard beginning in the summer and this
dedication paid off with great seasons.” For the
first time in the school’s history, both the boys
and girls teams were named Cherokee Conference
Champions, a tremendous accomplishment.
The boys team also went on to win the District
Championship, a first in school history. Several
individuals were recognized for their success as
well. Seniors Emy Gore, Logan Mitchell, and
Sarah Carson were named to the All-Conference
team. Receiving special recognition from the girls
team was Emy Gore, who was named the Cherokee
Conference Defensive Player of the Year. For the
Varsity Boys team, Seniors Jeff Saizow, Foster
Pace, and Luke Johnson were named to the AllConference team. These teams consist of the top
twelve players in the conference as voted by the
coaches. Receiving special recognition from the
boys team was Jeff Saizow, who was named the
Cherokee Conference Player of the Year as the
top player in the conference. Luke Johnson was
named the Cherokee Conference Defensive Player
of the Year for the second year in a row. Coach
Jason Bogle was named the Conference Coach
of the Year for the second year in a row. “Both
the boys and the girls programs are poised for
more success next season. Although we lose an
amazing group of seniors, our returning players
are focused on continuing the winning tradition of
Riverfield basketball,” said Coach Bogle.

Emy Gore

Foster Pace

Logan Mitchell

Sarah Carson

Luke Johnson

Jason Bogle

A great crowd came to the Homecoming games
on January 10th to cheer the Varsity Boys on
to a 54-13 victory and the Varsity Girls to a
38-25 win, both over Claremore Christian. Prior
to the first game, the Homecoming Court was
announced. Freshman Erica Kelley was escorted
by Campbell Boulanger, Sophomore Kallan
Murphy was escorted by Zeke Clark, Junior
Bailey Helterbrand was escorted by Tim Clark,
and Senior (and Queen) Logan Mitchell was
escorted by Jeff Saizow.
Campbell Boulanger, Erica Kelley, Tim Clark, Bailey Helterbrand, Jeff Saizow, Logan Mitchell, Zeke Clark, Kallan Murphy

For the second straight year, the Oklahoma
Basketball Coaches Association announced that a
Riverfield player was part of the 2014 Academic
All-State Basketball “Super Five” team. Senior Jeff
Saizow was named to this elite group of the top
five student-athletes as selected by the OBCA. “I
could not be more proud of Jeff, as a student,
a basketball player, and a person”, said Varsity
Coach Jason Bogle. “Jeff works equally hard in
the classroom and on the court. He is a great
example of what can be accomplished with hard
work and dedication.” Jeff averaged 18.5 points
per game, leading Riverfield to their first District
championship this season. He was also named the
Player of the Year in the Cherokee Conference.
He has a 3.98 GPA with a 32 ACT score and will
attend the University of Oklahoma. “I want to thank
the Oklahoma Basketball Coaches Association for
this wonderful honor,” said Jeff. “It would not have
been possible without my teammates, coaches,
and the fans at this amazing school”

Jeff Saizow

Riverfield Middle School teams play basketball as
part of the Lake Country Conference, which includes
local public schools like Jennings, Pretty Water,
and others. Our teams are always competitive in
this league and several individuals were chosen
by the coaches to play in the Conference’s Player
Select games in February. Congratulations to the
following players:

Hannah Grenier
Olivia Blackmon

Noah Laubach

Brooklynn Farley

Grace Clark

Hannah Grenier

Olivia Blackmon

Shelby Peck

Lauren Southerland

5th-6th Boys

7th-8th Boys

Hardy Williams

Jad Jaafar

Chase Denney

Noah Laubach

Caleb Anderson

James Morley
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Chase Denney

7th-8th Girls
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Chase Denney

5th-6th Girls

ATHL ETICS
Under the guidance of Coach Mike Schwarz, the Varsity Boys Soccer team
continued their tradition of success. Early injuries meant that the small
roster of boys often played without substitutions. This work ethic paid off
with a 7-3 overall record and a 4-2 district record. The 11 players won
their first round play-off game against Wagoner then fell in a hard-fought
battle against defending State Champion Poteau. Seniors Garrett Pugh
and Jeff Saizow were named to the All-State Team, while Luke Johnson
earned All-State Honorable Mention, along with All-District honors. Other
All-District players included Dalton Baumann, Chris Bogle, Tater Pugh,
and Angelo Ramirez. Middle School boys and girls teams also practiced
and played hard, finding success and preparing for future seasons.

Garrett Pugh, Chris Bogle

Junior Kate Goodwin excelled in the weeks leading up the OSSAA State
Championship, including winning her Regional Qualifier at Pryor Creek Golf
Course with a score of 77. The State Tournament was held at the Trosper
Park Golf Course in Oklahoma City. Over the two day event, Kate played
very well, scoring a 73 on the first day, one stroke behind the leader, and
a 76 on the 2nd day under rainy and inclement conditions. Her final result
was 149, which earned her 3rd place in the 3A Girls Golf State Tournament.
Congrats on representing RCDS golf so well, Kate!

Kate Goodwin

Tennis Coaches Toby Clark and Jacob Zinn spent much of the spring
taking their teams to approximately 30 matches or tournaments across
the state. The Middle School teams, performed well against much larger
schools in the Tulsa area, and look forward to contributing to the Varsity
program in the coming years.
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At the Varsity level, Junior Bailey Helterbrand placed 8th at State at #2
Singles. Also qualifying for the State Tournament were Sarah Carson/Alex
Rogers at #1 Doubles and Cailey Kesselring/Reese Goettel at #2 Doubles.
The boys team also qualified in three of the four categories. Junior Tim
Clark played the #1 Singles position and ended up on the podium in 5th
place, his third consecutive year to finish in the Top 5. Others to qualify
were Ryan Coretz/Kyle Taubman at #1 Doubles and Luke Johnson/
Jeff Saizow at #2 Doubles.
Coach Clark said, “We are becoming known as a quality tennis program
and a fixture at the State Tournament, despite being the second smallest
school that plays tennis in Oklahoma.”

Kyle Taubman

Riverfield took 30 6th – 8th grade runners to
the Lake Country Conference Track Meet in April
and 18 of them came home with medals. As a
team, the Ravens won 24 individual medals and
4 of 5 relay teams medaled in races as well. The
following are the results for Riverfield:
6th Grade Girls
Shelby Peck:
1st in 800, 2nd in 200,
4th in 1600
Hannah Grenier: 4th in 400, 5th in 200
Brooklyn Farley: 5th in 100
6th Grade Boys
Caleb Regan:
2nd in 400, 2nd in 1600 Relay
Chase Denney: 2nd in 200, 3rd in 100,
2nd in 1600 Relay
Finnian Murdock: 2nd in 800, 3rd in 400,
2nd in 1600 Relay
Nicholas Scholl: 2nd in 1600 Relay
7th-8th Girls
Kennedy Clark:
Sydney Sowell:

3rd in 200, 4th in 100,
4th in Long Jump
1st in Shot, 3rd in Discus

7th-8th Boys
Aiden Doyle:

Brett Anderson

Sarah Carson
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Luke Johnson

Named after the first Assistant Head of School,
the B. Thomas Clark Outstanding Athlete Award
was given for the first time in 2006. Tom was
an accomplished football, basketball, and
baseball player in high school and college and
he coached these three sports for many years.
His dedication, leadership, and sense of fair play
are all characteristics Riverfield students strive
to exhibit during competition. Jeff Saizow,
Luke Johnson, and Sarah Carson exemplify
these traits, and it is for these reasons that
they were given the B. Thomas Clark Male and
Female Athlete Awards.
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Jeff Saizow

3rd in 100, 2nd in 400 Relay,
3rd in 800 Relay,
2nd in 1600 Relay
Evan Keely:
2nd in 400 Relay,
3rd in 800 Relay,
2nd in 1600 Relay
Trent Blackfox: 2nd in 400 Relay,
3rd in 800 Relay
Jad Jafaar:
4th in 200, 2nd in 400 Relay,
2nd in 1600 Relay
Brett Anderson: 3rd in 800, 4th in 400
James Puls:
4th in 800
James Morley:
5th in 800, 3rd in 800 Relay,
2nd in 1600 Relay
Tollie Pugh:
2nd in 400
Braxton Gore:
5th in 1600

NEWS & NOTES
Once again, students K-12 invested their artistic talents
to raise awareness, food, and funds for the Community
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma. Interpreting bowls
in a variety of ways, students donated their work to
the Empty Bowls fundraiser, an annual auction and
soup potluck. The Middle and Upper School Diversity
Alliance then spearheaded a campaign to raise coins and
cans throughout Hunger Awareness Week, culminating in
the Empty Bowls event. Eighth grader Matt Bogle spoke
about hunger in Oklahoma, introduced the Director of
the Food Bank, and was offered a marketing job for
the Food Bank on the spot! He insists he’ll stay here
to finish school first. Thanks to the efforts of students
and their families, Riverfield was able to donate over
$2,300 this year!

Grace Gunderson
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Congratulations for a spectacular showing by our
Riverfield Middle and Upper School students at the
city-wide Engineering Challenge. Our future engineers
acquired an impressive 17 awards, winning $1,170 with
another $350 going to support RCDS!

Bailey Gower, Zack Davenport

When 2nd grader Addy Angel mentioned Domestic
Violence Intervention Services (DVIS) organization’s
need for stuffed animals, she quickly rallied her
Lakes Class friends. She and her 2nd and 3rd grade
counterparts organized a campus-wide toy drive,
complete with posters, donation bins, and a written
plea in the Monday Memo. The results were very
successful and included donations from all Divisions.
In total, over 530 stuffed animals were given to DVIS
to then share with children and families that are in
need of DVIS services.

There are many things about Riverfield’s Pre-School
that make it unique, but perhaps one of the most lasting
is the tradition of taking class field trips to students’
homes. While hosting a Pre-School class full of children
can seem a bit daunting to parents, it is always worth
the effort. When friends pull up in the Riverfield blue
school bus for a few hours’ worth of playing, exploring,
snacking, and memory-making, it becomes a priceless
part of their Pre-School experience. “There is something
so magical about sharing your home, room, and yard with
all of your friends from school. It is a memory that is
talked about for many years,” said parent Marlow Sipes.

Oliver Sipes

It is a tradition for 4th and 5th grade students to travel
to an opera each spring with music teacher Caroline
Johnson. This year, the Tulsa Opera performed Carmen in
early May and a group of 80 students, teachers, parents,
and siblings attended the Sunday matinee. When asked
what life lesson she drew from the opera, Danielle
Hollecker said, “Don’t jump from man to man, just
because you can.” After the show, many of the theatregoers strolled down to the Brady District for dinner at
Spaghetti Warehouse.

In what has become a much-anticipated 2nd/3rd grade
tradition, Flat Stanley projects begin with students
reading the book by the same name. In the story, a boy is
flattened by a chalkboard, packed in a suitcase, and goes
on many adventures. Similar to the story, RCDS 2nd/3rd
grade students created his or her own Flat Stanley this
spring and sent them to friends and relatives all over the
globe. The recipients take photos with the Stanleys and
return the projects to RCDS, where students present their
Stanley’s adventures to his/her classmates. Trey Smolen
of the Lakes Class sent his Flat Stanley to the White
House and received a letter back from President Obama.

Isaac Powell

On April 3rd, the Upper School Newspaper and
Yearbook staffers attended the NSU Media Day event,
with workshops on a variety of topics and competitions
in several categories. The staff of the Upper School’s
newspaper, “The Commons,” won numerous awards again
this year among 1A-2A schools. In addition to receiving
the highest rating for an overall publication, newspaper
staff members took 1st Place in five of the eight categories
they entered and placed in all of them. The yearbook
received an overall ranking of Excellent for the 2012-13
yearbook and placed in eight of ten categories entered.

Garrett Pugh
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Amanda Sowell, Brooke Rogers, Katelyn Denney

Upper School Student Council hosted a Red Cross blood
drive this February, the first one in several years. It was
well-attended, with students, faculty, and parents coming
out to donate. The Red Cross was appreciative of the
efforts, saying, “Your blood drive produced 29 pints of
blood. Because each donation has the potential to help
save up to three lives, you can feel good knowing your
drive helped 87 patients.” Thank you to STUCO for
organizing and for those that donated life-saving blood.
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NEWS & NOTES
Riverfield Speech and Debate team enjoyed another
spectacular season. Beginning in November, Raven
speakers traveled to tournaments across the state and
racked up a total of 60 individual awards and seven
team trophies. At the Regional Tournament in March,
Riverfield earned six individual championships, 14
State qualifications, and 2nd place overall in the team
standings. The season culminated at the State Tournament
in Norman where the Ravens competed well, gathering
enough points to be named 3A State Runner-Up. “It
was a total team effort,” said Coach David Wright. “We
needed every point from these students to achieve our
highest finish ever at State.”
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The Primary Student Council Representatives traveled
to the State Capitol to learn more about their roles
representing their classmates. They enjoyed a tour of the
Capitol building and observed a joint legislative session.
Lt. Governor Todd Lamb met each representative and
took a photo with the group. Representatives Katie
Henke and Jason Smalley joined the students for lunch
and answered their questions about how senators and
representatives cooperate and compromise. Thank you
to Riverfield parent Jamie Longacre, who is a lobbyist
at the Capitol, for facilitating the visit!

Thanks to the hard work of the Middle School students,
Riverfield is now a certified Oklahoma Green School.
The six-step process took most of the year to complete,
including an in-depth Student Action Project that focused
on energy and water initiatives for the campus. After
presenting their findings and recommendations to the
RCDS community, the students were rewarded with the
official Green School flag to hang proudly at the front of
the Main Building.

During the third quarter, 4th and 5th grade students
took part in a collaborative unit on mythology. Students
read Norse mythology in Language Arts. In Science,
students studied the constellations associated with
mythological stories, while in Social Studies students
built replicas of the Parthenon and Pantheon. “Crossdisciplinary projects such as these are an exciting way for
students to engage and interact with a subject through
many different lenses,” said Wing Coordinator Charity
Strozier. The study culminated with a presentation for
families and peers that included dressing in GrecoRoman attire as they explained their projects.

Liv Goettel, Paige Williams, Olivia Griffith

“Within the next year, we will have a thriving catch and
release pond to fish from.” These are bold words from
James Wilson, teacher of Environmental Science and
protagonist in the study of creating a new viable habitat
in the pond in front of the Upper School building.
Throughout the year, the students completed research
to chemically analyze the pond water to find the oxygen
level, turbidity (water clarity), pH level, and salinity in
addition to measuring the surface area and depth. The
class created artificial fish habitat/attractors to aid in
the survival of fish progeny since the pond was barren
and easy for predator fish to eat the young before they
mature. In November, 80 bluegill fingerlings and 10
channel catfish fingerlings were introduced to the pond
and 24 largemouth bass fingerlings were brought in midMay. When asked about how the number and type of
each species was determined, Senior Emy Gore pointed
to their ongoing research. “Basically, the bluegill will
serve as food for the largemouth bass, which will still
maintain numbers due to ratio and the channel catfish
will regulate biological debris by bottom feeding. These
numbers will help sustain a healthy pond.” Mr. Wilson
noted plans to add aquatic plants to the environment
next year and continue to evaluate the habitat to ensure
its sustainability.

Field Day – Natalie Rideout

4th/5th Egg Drop – Tobin Anderson, Bryan Tran

Legacy – Hannah Davis

Upper School Prom – Robert Beers, Emma Keely
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Foster Pace
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NEWS & NOTES
Congratulations to those 6th-12th grade students who are recognized as being listed on the Raven’s Roll
(3.75-4.00 GPA) and the Honor Roll (3.50-3.74 GPA) for the Spring semester of 2014.

UPPER SCHOOL RAVEN’S ROLL

MIDDLE SCHOOL RAVEN’S ROLL

Sarah Andrews
Chandler Bair
Robert Beers
Campbell Boulanger
Cecily Brander
Riley Brown
Zack Davenport
Erick Fowler
Ashtyn Fox
Bailey Gower
James Hale
Josie Harris
Nicholas Hartman
Bailey Helterbrand
Erica Kelley

Braden Bates
Olive Blackmon
Grace Clark
Brooklynn Farley
Leah Gelfand
Hannah Grenier
Julia Hale
Mariana Hightower
Jad Jaafar
Alexis Lipe
James Morley
Shelby Peck
Cassie Powell

Ethan Landis
Garrett Mosier
Savannah Mosier
Max Musick
Nate Newman
Maddie O’Bar
Lou Reid
Kate Rhynes
Dakota Roberts
Alex Rogers
Brooke Rogers
Jeff Saizow
Wyatt Sanders
Amanda Sowell
Claire White

UPPER SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
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James Adams
Luke Argabright
Izzy Bliss
Chris Bogle
Lilli Burgy
Maddie Cadieux
Sarah Carson
Amy Coretz
Emy Gore
Karsten Graham

Dan Husted
Shai Kaiser
Emma Keely
Cailey Kesselring
Shaan Seera
Hunter Senft
Dillon Skalla
Madi Watts
Sammy Wiemer
Elora Wymore

Kudos to the members of the 6th/7th Academic Bowl
team for bringing home the State Championship trophy
from the Oklahoma Junior Academic Bowl Association
(OJABA) Tournament! Katy Craig, Noah Owens,
Maddie Rogers, Ethan Shaw, Shashu Singh, and Hardy
Williams represented RCDS very well. Congrats, also,
to the players on the 4th/5th and 8th/9th teams, who
also qualified for their respective State Tournaments.
Thank you to all the players, coaches, and families who
supported Academic Bowl efforts this year!

Clay Powell
Zoe Reed
Adaira Reid
Maddie Rogers
Ethan Shaw
Shashu Singh
Kaylen Smith
Lauren Southerland
Sydney Sowell
Jack Sowell
Loren Standley
Hardy Williams

MIDDLE SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
Matt Bogle
Sam Brown
Kenny Chomosh
Grace Gunderson
Matthew Hawkins
Ryan Lenard

Kenzie Martin
Brenna Maxey
Noah Owens
James Puls
Ben Smith
Zoe Zamora

LYN L E Y F OX
Class

of

2010

My first experience at Riverfield began in the Bird (infant)
class and lasted through Kindergarten. I returned for my
junior and senior year of high school. That decision to
return to RCDS is one of the most important decisions
I’ve ever made. Riverfield is a special place. I give a lot
of credit to the school for my success since I graduated.
One thing that really prepared me to be successful in
college classes was the relationships built with teachers
at Riverfield and the many different teaching styles I
experienced. Also, while attending high school, I was
able to develop my talents and attributes. As a senior
at Riverfield, I was Student Council President. I would
have never had the confidence or courage to run for
a position like that at the school I attended prior to
Riverfield. The environment at Riverfield was comfortable
and allowed me to try new things and develop as a person.
The characteristics I developed and experiences I had at
Riverfield helped prepare me for significant leadership
roles in my college organizations. My time at Riverfield
created a strong foundation for future successes.

*Congratulations to Lynley on being the top graduate from OSU’s Spears
Business School.
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I am also amazed at how much the school has grown
since I’ve left, and I love seeing how much the students
have grown. I currently serve as the alumni representative
for the Class of 2010 and plan to stay as involved with
Riverfield as possible. I think that all alumni can benefit
from staying in touch with the school and contributing
to its growth.

ALUM NI CONNECTION

In May 2014, I graduated with my B.S.B.A in Accounting
from Oklahoma State University. I had an amazing
experience at OSU filled with challenging classes, great
friends, and influential organizations. At graduation, I
was honored to represent the Spears School of Business
by wearing an orange cap and gown* and leading in the
college’s graduating class.
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A nother Y ear ,
A nother R ecord
The Annual Riverfield Auction was, once again, a tremendous record-setting night! The
Raven Twenties: Flappers, Fedoras, and Fun event sold out weeks in advance and raised over
$185,000! The crowd of over 380 attendees definitely got into the Roaring Twenties theme
with costumes and black tie apparel. The cocktail hour sponsored by ecoVino and Marshall
Brewing Company began the night, followed by silent auction, dinner, live auction, and dancing!
Several elements were updated this year and we also stayed with a few “oldies but goodies” with
regard to format of the evening. Overall, the night was a huge success. Those who stayed for
dancing after the delicious dinner by Just Catering by Orr and the Live Auction had a roaring
good time! Class projects were in high demand as were the “bucket list” items like skydiving
with Upper and Middle School Head Toby Clark. Watch for more news about the timing of
the big jump, so we can all attend and show our support for Riverfield!
Thank you to all the donors, sponsors, attendees, and everyone who put their time, love, and
energy into this event. In three years we’ve increased revenue of the auction by over $70,000.
The response by the families to the school’s largest fundraising event is overwhelming, and
simply put...heartwarming.
It was an honor to serve as your Auction Chair for the last two years. I am indebted to our
committee and all our volunteers, donors, and sponsors who make this event a success! Be
watching for information this fall from our new Auction Chair, Katie Smolen, and save February
28, 2015, as the date for next year’s fabulous auction!
RIVERFIELD

24		

BLUEprint Spring 2014

Jennifer White
2014 RFA Auction Chair

RFA
FAMILY
ASSO CIATIO N

Riverfield students are such beautiful reflections of
their families. I have seen this in so many settings.
As I watched 2nd and 3rd grade students create
an amazing outdoor musical tribute to Caroline
Johnson, I thought about their kind, thoughtful, and
giving spirit. When I saw our Upper School Rock
bands perform at the ISAS Fine Arts Festival, I not
only saw amazing musicians, I saw caring friends
who showed their support for each other before
and after their performances with hugs and words
of encouragement.
None of this should surprise me after working with
our parent volunteers who give so much of their time
and energy to support Riverfield. They did an amazing job with the Raven Twenties Auction,
raising more money for the school than ever before. And the faculty and staff felt so honored
and appreciated after the World’s Best Staff Appreciation Week.
The giving spirit is especially exemplified by the donations received throughout the year
from parents, grandparents, faculty, staff, Board of Trustees, alumni, alumni parents and
grandparents, students, and friends of Riverfield. This spring, in order to raise funds and
awareness of the importance of annual giving, we held a special two-day Raven Fund Rally.
The Rally included a social media blitz, a special 30-second video, balloons, and t-shirts
emblazoned with a QR code. The response was terrific. Gifts came in from all sectors, raising
over $20,000 in two days.
“Thank you” seems inadequate to express our appreciation for the generosity of our Riverfield
families and friends. We truly value not only the donations but the giving spirit that is so
evident in the adults and children who love our wonderful school.
Watch for the 2013-14 Annual Report of Giving which will be published later this summer.
It will celebrate the generosity seen throughout the year from all sectors of the Riverfield
community in raising funds for others as well as for our own school. We are so very fortunate
and extremely thankful.

Sincerely,
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Patti Grice, Director of Giving

BECAUSE YOU GIVE

A L etter F rom the
D irector of G iving , P atti G rice

2433 West 61st Street
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74132
918.446.3553
riverfield.org

C ongratulations
...the following students who were selected for membership
in the National Honor Society and National Junior Honor
Society this year.

NHS:

NJHS:

Ragan Auxter

Braden Bates

Samuel Brander

Kenny Chomosh

Riley Brown

Katy Craig

Madison Cadieux

Alexis Lipe

Ezekiel Clark

Maddie Rogers

Zachary Davenport
Olivia Edwardes
Bailey Gower

to ...

...Chandler Bair and Nate Newman who were honored
as National Merit Finalists this year. The National Merit
Scholarship Program is an academic competition for recognition
and scholarships that began in 1955, with approximately 1.5
million entrants each year participating by taking the PSAT/
NMSQT test and other program requirements. There are several
levels of qualification, with the top 15,000 students receiving
Finalist status and, therefore, being eligible for scholarships
through the National Merit organization, various corporations,
and many colleges and universities based on these results.

Kaylen Smith
Sydney Sowell

Joseph Landis
Kallan Murphy
Dakota Roberts

Chandler Bair

Nate Newman

Non-Discriminatory Statement: Riverfield Country Day School is a non-profit, independent school with no religious affiliation. Riverfield is a welcoming community that strives to treat
everyone fairly. All decisions regarding admissions, employment, administration, and student and faculty life are made without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry,
ethnicity, age, disability, gender, sexual orientation, marital or family status, or any other criteria prohibited by law. All rights, privileges, educational, athletic, school-administrated
programs, and activities made available by the school are extended to all students, families, faculty, and staff.

