Spring 2016

The Championship Issue • Closing Exercises • Fashion for a Cause • Oklahoma History • Mrs. O’s Legacy

F rom H ead of S chool
J erry B ates
Dear Riverfield Community,
What a tremendous second semester we enjoyed at Riverfield! The
uncharacteristically cool and wet weather made our 120 acres green and
lush, and it didn’t wreak too much havoc on the numerous end-of-year
activities on campus. As you’ll read in the following pages, the spring
was filled with traditional events like 8th grade Closing Exercises, Upper
School Commencement, Llamapalooza, and Empty Bowls, as well as new
experiences like the Varsity girls soccer team winning their first game and
a Circle Cinema film festival celebrating artists of all ages.
At Riverfield, we typically focus on the process of learning. The individual
theories raised, the curiosities piqued, and the collaboration with peers are
as valuable, if not more so, than the end result. There are, however, times
when the process leads to an outstanding product. Such is definitely the case in a variety
of areas this semester. Several pages of this issue (pages 6-9) of the BLUEprint celebrate
the outstanding accomplishments of our students in academic and athletic competitions
across our campus, city, state, and country. These successes are the result of hard work and
commitment and, as members of the Riverfield community, we should celebrate alongside
these champions.
As we transitioned to summer, Camp Raven is off to a fun and exciting start. Pre-Schoolers’
shouts of glee during water play; older campers’ utilization of our country campus for hiking,
fishing, and exploring; and CIT’s growth and leadership as they assist camp counselors
are just some of the highlights so far. My family is balancing summer fun at RCDS with
relaxing family time and some travel. I hope you’re able to do the same so that we can all
come back in the fall, rested and rejuvenated and ready for an amazing 2016-17 school year.
Sincerely,

Jerry Bates
Head of School

The mission of Riverfield Country Day School is to provide an excellent education in a family-oriented atmosphere. Students are
motivated and encouraged to learn, develop, and mature in a respectful, secure, and diverse environment. A caring, creative
faculty and a challenging, integrated, and personalized curriculum promote the development of the whole student as a confident
and responsible learner prepared for success today and tomorrow.
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celebrating the dreams, designs, plans,
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O n T he C over
Sophomore James Morley (Speech & Debate) and Senior Zeke Clark (Tennis) became
Riverfield’s first multi-year OSSAA State Champions this Spring. Morley won as a
freshman in Domestic Extemporaneous Speaking and as a sophomore in Policy Debate
with his teammate Connor Keesling. Clark won #1 Singles tennis as a freshman in
2013 and again this year.
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IT’S ALL OVER
C ulminating E vents E nd A G reat Y ear
It has been 10 years since Riverfield hosted its first Upper School

Olivia
Edwardes

Commencement Exercises. In that time, 200 graduates have crossed
the stage in the Clark Gymnasium to receive their diplomas from the
Head of School and the Chair of the Board of Trustees. Time-honored
traditions like the awards presented to outstanding Seniors, the girls in
white dresses and boys in dark jackets, and the special remarks to each
graduate from Upper School Head Mr. Toby Clark were part of the
evening on May 20th. Another tradition is the Senior Class selecting a
faculty member to give an address at Commencement. English teacher
Mrs. Siara Jacobs was chosen this year and she gave a heartfelt speech
that ended with, “In all your life’s quests, I wish you strong legs to

Zack Davenpor t

carry you, steadfast friends to help you fight off evil, and just a little
bit of magic.” Ally Carson, Zack Davenport, Bailey Gower, and Elora
Wymore were recognized as “Lifers,” students who have completed each
grade at Riverfield since Kindergarten or before.
The following awards have been given for several years. Congratulations
to this year’s winners:
B. Thomas Clark Athletic Award: Zeke Clark and Kallan Murphy
Tim O’Halloran Citizenship Award: Olivia Edwardes

Ethan Landis

Philip Richter Exemplary Student Award: Zack Davenport
Head of School Award: Zack Davenport and Ethan Landis

Thursday, May 19th saw 31 Middle Schoolers reflect fondly on their
time at Riverfield during the traditional speeches given at the 8th
Grade Closing Exercises. From inside jokes with friends, to tearful
thanks to teachers and families, to dreams for their future, the 8th

Chase Denney

Brooklynn Farley

Ethan Shaw

graders inspired the gathered crowd. Several special awards were given
during the ceremony. Congratulations to those recipients.
Blue Raven Athletic Award: Chase Denney and Brooklynn Farley
Academic Award: Ethan Shaw
Citizenship Award: Rachael Hollis and Clay Powell

Rachael Hollis

Clay Powell

Zoe Reed

Leadership Award: Zoe Reed

B ig Steps
BLUEprint Spring 2016

On the RCDS campus, “The Bridge” marks the separation between the
buildings that house older grades (6th – 12th) from those that are home
to the younger grades (Pre-School - 5th). So it is fitting that, on the last
day of school, the 5th graders crossed that bridge both physically and
symbolically to become 6th graders. “It was nerve-wracking, exciting, sad,
and fun,” said Jack Thomas. “To me, the bridge crossing ceremony was
a symbol of freedom and maturity.” Pictured: Gabby Greer
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HAIL TO THE
CHAMPIONS
B oys T ennis C aptures F irst S tate T itle
Riverfield built on previous seasons’ successes on the tennis court this
spring. Boys and girls Middle School and Varsity teams had strong
showings throughout the season, including the Varsity boys winning
all categories to sweep the Riverfield Invitational. In Varsity girls
tennis, Erica Kelley placed 2nd in #2 Singles at Regionals to make
it to the state championship, where she placed 8th. The following
week, the boys team won Regionals, with all players placing in the
Top 3 and all qualifying for the state championship in Oklahoma
City a few days later. In Oklahoma City, the Ravens walked away
as the 2016 Class 4A State Champions – the first OSSAA team
championship in any event in school history. Zeke Clark won an
individual championship in #1 Singles, Andrew Bates was runnerup in #2 Singles, Braxton Gore and Jad Jaafar came in 3rd for #1
Doubles, and Brett Anderson and Noah Laubach placed 5th in #2
Doubles.
Pictured: Andrew Bates

S peech

Upper School Speech and Debate

and D ebate R olls O n
What could have been a “transition year” for a young Speech and Debate team
ended with record-setting results. November to February, Riverfield enjoyed a
successful tourney campaign, winning numerous individual awards and Sweepstakes
championships at Haskell and SWOSU. RCDS dominated its Regional tournament in
March, with six individual champions and the first team Regional Championship in
the history of the program. When the State Tournament concluded on April 9th,
Raven competitors stood tall and proud as the 3rd place 3A Sweepstakes team,
truly one of the premier Speech and Debate programs in the state. Riverfield
“closed out” Policy Debate, with Connor Keesling and James Morley winning
the championship and Jad Jaafar and Noah Laubach as the runners-up. Hana
Saad compiled a 7-0 record in Lincoln Douglas Debate and was crowned State
Champion. Other stand outs at the state level were Evan Keely (Runner-Up
in Prose Interpretation), Jad Jaafar and James Puls (3rd and 4th in Foreign
Extemporaneous, respectively), James Morley (3rd in Domestic Extemporaneous),
Hana Saad (3rd in Standard Oratory), and Loren Standley (Finalist in Prose).

N ew H eights F or A cademic B owl
Since August, members of the six Middle School Academic Bowl teams have
practiced twice a week under the guidance of coaches Herr Clark, Chris Cook,
and James Wilson in preparation for District, Regional, and State competitions.
At the fall Lake Country meet, RCDS teams swept all four Championship trophies,
winning in 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grades! The teams fared well in Oklahoma
Junior Academic Bowl Association (OJABA) Regional and State levels as well. In
another RCDS first, Riverfield sent five teams to the State tournaments, held at
the University of Oklahoma. Of those five teams, the Ravens brought home the
Championship plaque at the 5th/6th, 6th/7th, and 8th/9th grade levels.

Middle School Academic Bowl
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Varsity Academic Bowl

Success at the Middle School level bodes well for the continued success of the
Upper School Academic Bowl program. “We had perhaps our strongest squad
yet last year, but I’ve seen in action the talent we now have coming from 8th
grade into 9th, and I am positive that our best year is just around the corner,”
said Varsity team sponsor Herr Day. These up and coming students certainly
have big shoes to fill as this year’s Varsity Academic Bowl Team took all 1st place
finishes at the District, Regional, and Area tournaments to advance as the #2
seed at the OSSAA State Tournament. Team members Zack Davenport, Riley
Brown, Bailey Gower, and Julia Kraus played exceptionally well to come
home with a 3rd place finish at the OSSAA State tournament. Congrats to
all members and coaches of these exceptional teams!
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That’s O ne U gly B ug
Sixth grade science students in Mrs. Pam O’Halloran-Blevins’s class won
the 19th Annual Ugly Bug Contest, sponsored by the Oklahoma Microscopy
Society. The students submitted a photo of a White-Marked Tussock Moth
Caterpillar, which was named “Ugliest Bug in the State.” For their efforts, the
classroom received a high quality optical microscope.
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N ot-S o -Weird S cience

S h el by Pe c k

New to Riverfield this semester was the first-ever Middle and Upper School
Science Fair. Over 200 RCDS students worked hard designing and conducting
experiments, then organizing all of their data into masterpiece displays for the
public. Zack Davenport was named Riverfield’s Grand Champion, with Ethan
Howard winning the 6th/7th division, Shelby Peck placing first in the 8th/9th
division, and Zack winning the 10th – 12th division. The top three students from
each of these divisions advanced to February’s regional science fair, where
Caden Kesselring won 3rd place in Junior High behavioral science, Shelby
Peck won 2nd place in Junior High physical science, Rilynn Mason won 2nd
place in High School behavioral science, and Dan Husted won 2nd place in
High School earth and space science. Dan also won a special award from the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for “Taking the Pulse of the
Planet.” Shelby won a special achievement award from the Air Force and a cash
prize of $50. She also went on to the State Science Fair in March.

D iving

to the C hallenge
Riverfield was represented at the National SeaPerch Challenge earlier this
summer. Sophomore Drew Dozier and Freshman Noah Hall traveled to
Louisiana State University in late May to compete in the underwater robotics
competition against teams from around the world. They qualified to attend this
high-level meet by winning the Regional competition held in Tulsa earlier in
the semester. Drew and Noah placed just outside of the top third at Nationals
and are already excited to compete next year with ideas and concepts gained
through this year’s competition.
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FOUR-PEAT!

L ady R avens S elected to
A ll-C onference Team:

the

B oys B asketball C ontinues
C onference D ominance
For the fourth year in a row the Varsity boys

Grace Clark

basketball team earned the title of Cherokee
Conference champions! With a season record of
16-10, the boys played tough all season, battling
schools like Frontier and Oklahoma Christian
Academy. In a triple overtime victory against

Reese Goettel

Prue, the Ravens came out on top and secured
the conference title. They went on to compete
in the OSSAA district tournament, winning the
first round game to advance to Regionals. Coach
Jason Bogle said, “I am very proud of this team
and their effort all season. Without any seniors,
our underclassmen had to step up and be leaders
on and off the court. I am looking forward to

Erica Kelley
(Offensive Player
of the Year)

R avens S elected to the
A ll-C onference Team:

bringing the entire team back next season.”
The Lady Ravens also enjoyed a successful
season, with victories over Shidler and Hominy
highlighting their efforts. Under the leadership of
Seniors Kallan Murphy, Ragan Auxter and Ally

Jad Jaafar

Carson, the team ended with a 6-12 record and
competed at the district tournament. Coach Erin
Stack thanks “our seniors for their four years of
commitment to the basketball program. With a
good group of young players, the Lady Ravens are

Noah Laubach

poised to be successful in the future.”
Pictured: Jad Jaafar

Coach
Jason Bogle
(Coach of
the Year)
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F riends F rom
P re -S choolers B uild

a

the

F ence

U nique R elationship

Because of the proximity of the dumpster to the Pre-

In preparation for the party, the Deer Class worked

School playground, many Riverfield children grow up

diligently to create a portrait of the trash truck, the friends

watching the comings and goings of the trash truck.

of the Deer Class, and Mr. Layne himself. At the party,

This fall, the two year-old students in the Deer Class

the children presented him with his special gift. “I will

were especially enamored with the trash truck. As they

hang it in my office and it will stay there forever,” he told

lined up along the fence for his arrival each week, the

the party guests.

children began to create small gifts and notes for the
driver, Mr. Layne. “Mr. Layne is so funny. That’s why
we love him. He makes us laugh,” said Wryn Koger.

Inspired by their portrait for Mr. Layne, the children
began to research and investigate the parts of the trash
truck, the movements and sounds, the size, the design

The relationship continued to grow, and in January, the

and to build theories around these concepts. Lorelai

Deer Class held a party in celebration of Mr. Layne and

Dickinson theorized, “The horn is the heart of the trash

all the hard work he does. Because of their conversations

truck.” Wire, clay, sketching, paint, and photography

with Mr. Layne throughout the year, the children

provided an outlet for the children to document their

included his favorite things as part of the celebration:

inquiry, collaborate and negotiate, and create pieces

chocolate chip cookies, the colors blue and green, and

of work that reflected the relationships built with Mr.

a thank you card.

Layne and the thinking that took place throughout the
investigation.

D iscoveries

in C lay
The older infants in the Butterfly Class utilized clay as the starting point for
many explorations this year. Investigating texture, light, shape, malleability,
perspective, and movement through clay in various forms was the launching
pad for many other experiences this year. Movement became the focal point of
investigation as the infants were drawn towards this concept both in working
with clay and in the many forms of their natural play. The infants continued
to develop their understandings of movement through ramps, pathways, wind
tunnels, paint, and water. The quote, “Play is the highest form of research,”
attributed to Albert Einstein, provided a foundation and a springboard for all
the Butterfly Class explorations this year.
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FASHION
SENSE
K/1st C lass P uts

on a

Show

At Riverfield, it’s not unusual for Pre-School and
Lower School students to work in sewing ateliers
in the classrooms or common spaces. Sketching,
designing, creating, and embellishing a sewing
project provides students the opportunity
to develop skills in measuring, math, spatial
reasoning, and writing. Such was the case in the
Woods Class this year. “From the beginning,
our students showed great interest in all uses of
sewing, from functional items to the completion
of fun items,” said teacher Mrs. Erica Beuchat.
These K/1st students put their sewing prowess
on display in a fashion show for K – 5th graders
and their families in January. In the weeks
leading up to the show, the class divided into
committees to handle responsibilities like signs,
technology, props, and more. Carson Hayes
described his experience: “The best part was
where everyone came out [on the runway]; it was
better than I ever dreamed!” After the fashion
show, the class moved beyond creating dresses,
shirts, and pajamas for themselves as they began
creating pillows, cushions, and other sewn goods
to share with others. The initial recipients were
the residents of a nursing home in Sand Springs.
The class visited on several occasions, where they
sang songs, shared treats, and gave gifts including
the sewn items. Mrs. Lori Iorns summed up the
investigation well when she said, “Sewing was a
wonderful medium for several reasons: a way to
show creative expression, a tool to create items
for personal use, and a way to share a piece of
themselves with others within the community.”
Pictured: Maddie Cardon

Finding Their Way
Ravens of all ages participated in World Labyrinth Day in May. The 2nd/3rd
graders of the Forest Class spent the year investigating the campus labyrinth as
well as labyrinths in general. Prior to World Labyrinth Day, Forest Class students
tidied up the area in preparation for visitors and welcomed them as they explored
this unique location. Third grader Reese Covey said, “We wanted to make the
labyrinth nice and clean for everyone to enjoy. We raked the leaves and scrubbed
the bricks. Then we straightened the bricks and used the broken pieces to stack
on top.” Their efforts certainly paid off, according to Mrs. Madison Maxey in
the Turtle Class. “Our class loves exploring the labyrinth because it is a place of
wonder and it allows us to investigate the natural environment,” she commented.
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Following their curiosity about the mummification process in ancient Egypt, 6th
grade students and five intrepid teachers investigated then mimicked the process
with whole chickens from the grocery store! Thanks to the efforts of small groups
of students, 10 chickens found themselves cleaned, dried, and immersed in a
natron (salt) bath for nearly 40 days. Scientific procedure was followed as students
weighed, measured, sketched, and recorded data during the frequent salt changes.
Consistent with ancient Egyptian beliefs about the afterlife, tombs, canopic jars,
amulets, sarcophagi, and shapti servants were created to support the chickens’
well-being in the next world. To the great delight of the faculty and students in
the Rogers Building, the pungent chickens were finally buried in early May with
a plan to dig them up in the spring of 2017 to see if the mummification process
was truly successful.
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After five months of rehearsal and preparation, the cast of Fancy Nancy the
Musical performed May 5th at the Hardesty Regional Library to a packed
auditorium of over 300 audience members. The show starred Upper School
thespians Grace Clark, Adaira Reid, Hannah Sage, Braden Bates,
Kaylen Smith, and Olive Blackmon. Katy Redmond created the costumes,
Lauren Southerland served as Assistant Director, Anna Wilson was the
Stage Manager and Meredith Peters rounded out the crew. With eight musical
numbers, dancing, and acting, the students put on an impressive and exciting
show, bringing about giggles and smiles from young and old alike. When asked
about the show, drama teacher Mrs. Leslie Long said, “Words cannot express
how impressed I am with this group of students. The amount of hard work and
time that they put into the show is what made it such a smashing success! To
me, they are the loveliest and fanciest bunch.”
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WHERE THE WIND COMES
SWEEPIN’ DOWN THE PLAIN
When a study of state history and the yearlong theme

topic of their choice. Some chose to explore Oklahoma

result was an eye-opening investigation of several eras,

drawn to Oklahoma’s people.

of “Perspectives” intersected in the 4th/5th grades, the
many groups of people, and a variety of cultures that
were interwoven into all subject areas.

S ocial S tudies
Students researched and built Oklahoma clay maps
depicting strategic locations and historical events

for Native tribes, Oklahoma history, topography, and

modern day Oklahoma. They analyzed the meaning
of the Old West by contrasting the works of Western

artists Remington and Russell found in the Gilcrease

and Woolaroc Museums. They also studied the ending
of the Old West and the transformation to the Industrial

animals, plants, and geography, while others felt more

M ath
By mapping out routes for their families’ migration to the
Oklahoma Territory, students used distance and speed
of travel to calculate how many days the journey would

take. This calculation included any terrain or hardships
that would slow down their migration. Once the family
had “arrived” to the territory, the students designed a

new home with appropriate square footage needed for
essentials like sleeping space, fire place, furniture, and
other considerations a small space required.

on how they envisioned the Old West.

M usic , F ield T rips , C ooking ,
and M ore

S cience

In music, Ms. Libby Sublett taught the students

Revolution, and they created original art pieces based

Working in teams, students chose a species they wanted

to spotlight, then created a Field Guide to Oklahoma

Animals. They researched scientific information and
included illustrations and fun facts, too. As students

learned about Native American traditions and pioneer
living in other classes, they were able to make connections
to science topics studied earlier in the year.

Native American songs, tunes sung by pioneers
as they traveled across the country, Dust Bowl-

era songs, and showstoppers f rom Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s Oklahoma musical. Field trips to the

Oklahoma Historical Society, Philbrook Museum,
Harn Homestead in Oklahoma City, Woolaroc, and

Tulsa’s Gilcrease Museum gave the students hands-on
experiences that supported what they had read and

R eading & W riting

researched. Ms. Teri Naifeh guided the students as they

Primary sources like photographs, diary entries, and

did. The Oklahoma study culminated with a day of

newspaper articles were looked at as a more accurate
picture of history from 1837 to 1937. Students then

began to research by analyzing nonfiction readings

about indigenous people, Five Civilized tribes, pioneers,

the Dust Bowl, and the Great Depression. Finally,
the children applied their previous experience with

expository and narrative writing to an Oklahoma-based

made cornbread and churned butter just as pioneers
celebration that welcomed family and f riends to listen
to musical performances, take part in games, and peruse

the writings, maps, and artwork the students created
throughout the investigation.

Pictured: Nangba Konyak, Nikos Revelis, Zack McCormick,
Caleb Chesser, Sophie Phillips, Trey Pope
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LEAVING A LEGACY
M rs . O’ C ultivated D ecades

of

Y oung M inds

The chickens have come home to roost…to their new

a love for learning while having fun too,” she said recently.

home in Riverfield’s barnyard, that is. Along with many

She was recognized by Mr. Jerry Bates during the annual

science-based initiatives over the years, the chicken coop

Staff Appreciation lunch, noting her ongoing commitment

and its inhabitants were brought to campus in an effort led

to the environment: “Mrs. O’ is leaving some very green

by science teacher Mrs. Pam O’Halloran-Blevins. Mrs. O’,

shoes for the rest of us to fill.”

as she is affectionately known, is perhaps nature’s biggest
fan. From on-going endeavors like Roots & Shoots and
monarch butterfly tagging, to helping Riverfield become
a certified Oklahoma Green School, Mrs. O’ has been
tireless in her efforts to engage students in active learning
on campus and in the community at large.

Her pet projects (pun intended) this year were working
with Roots and Shoots students to raise funds by recycling
and receiving a garden grant, building the chicken coop,
and welcoming the chickens to the campus. Rachael
Hollis, an 8th grader, was instrumental in the planning
and executing of the chicken coop project. “Of all the

After 13 years at Riverfield and 43 total years teaching,

work we did f rom start to finish for the chicken coop,

Mrs. O’ has retired. “My hopes for all my students have

my favorite part was going in front of the whole faculty

been for them to be inspired, to ignite their creativity and

and talking about the benefits of chicken poop!” she said.

imaginations, to be respectful and responsible, and to instill

Pictured: Mrs. O’Halloran-Blevins, Heidi Williamson
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of the F uture ... Today
The barnyard took a giant technological leap forward this spring when PreSchool parents Roger and Yenny Walker offered to replace the barn with one
made using a revolutionary new technique. The walls, or panels, created by
Citadel Housing Technologies are a high-performance, low-cost alternative
to traditional building materials. The panels are made of a polystyrene core
sandwiched between two rigid composite layers and fit together without the
need for framing. They are light enough that groups of 2nd and 3rd graders
who were in attendance for the barn-raising were able to pick up entire walls
and move them into position. The panels can resist 180 mile-an-hour winds
and seismic activity. They will not mold or mildew, are water and air tight, and
fully resistant to insects and rodents. Due to its structural strength, low cost,
and ease of construction, this panel system is being utilized in high-population,
low-income areas around the world. Thanks to Citadel Housing Technologies
and the Walker family for this generous donation.
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Blue Class children had a special bond with the barnyard animals this year.
As winter approached, they wanted to grow a garden to feed the animals.
In discussion and negotiation, these 3-5 year old children decided that
greenhouses would be a great way to grow food for the barnyard animals
year-round. They shared ideas, measured and re-measured, built prototypes,
sketched, and edited until they felt confident in their greenhouse blueprint.
Mr. Will Carpenter from the Operations Department worked alongside the
children and parents to build the greenhouse during a Blue Class work day.
While the desired outcome (mature plants grown in the greenhouse to provide
food for the school’s animals) is still in process, the concepts learned by these
Pre-Schoolers are no less poignant.
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Maddie Edwards

Ashley Richer
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J ust K ickin’ It
Beginning the season with a hard-fought win over Oologah, the Varsity boys
soccer team continued their success with a winning record and an exciting
come-from-behind victory over Victory Christian in the play-in round of the
state tournament. In the first round of play-offs, the Ravens took on Metro
Christian but were not able to beat the Patriots.
In their second year, the Varsity girls team improved and grew throughout the
season and celebrated their first-ever victory over Tulsa Webster.
The Middle School co-ed team also continued their development against
local opponents like Catoosa and Summit. They won the Catoosa Festival and
completed the season undefeated.

Ju lia H al e

D eciphering

the Woods
After numerous trips to the “Acorn Tree” in Riverfield’s woods, K/1st students in
the Sky Class called upon a campus expert to help them explore the waterways
they had seen. Environmental Science teacher Fred Jones donned his waders
and met the students, who were attired in swimsuits and water-friendly shoes,
as they traversed Mooser Creek, exploring and mapping it as part of their
ongoing investigation. In describing the focus of her class’s investigation,
Kiera Phillips said, “If you want to visit the Acorn Tree, you can go anytime
you want, just call a Sky Class friend and we’ll show you the way. It’s a really
fun place to go. If an acorn falls, move out of the way-these acorns are bigger
than acorns usually are!”

Sky C
la s s stu d e n ts

ART GALLERY

Ryan Lenard

Aila Walker

Olivia Davis

James Hale

E mpty B owls, Filling H earts
You may know that this was Riverfield’s 10th year for the Empty Bowls dinner
and auction, but did you know it’s the second largest Empty Bowls event in
the Tulsa area? According to Will Nole from the Community Food Bank of
Eastern Oklahoma, representatives from his office vie for the opportunity to
attend Riverfield’s event each year because it is such a grassroots, genuine
effort. Mr. Nole was so impressed that he even bought a bowl to support the
cause. He wasn’t the only one who enjoyed himself during Empty Bowls. The
soups, desserts, and breads were plentiful and delicious. The attendees were
caring, compassionate, and generous. Between the auctioning of the bowls
and donations at the door, Riverfield raised over $2,300 which translates into
thousands of meals for the underserved in Tulsa.
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A R ed C arpet A ffair
Families with students of various ages gathered at Tulsa’s renowned Circle
Cinema on March 30th for the Riverfield Film Festival. Featuring stop-animation
films by the K/1st graders in the Sky Class, famous movie scenes featuring
Pre-School and Lower School Almost Actors students, and the original film
works of the Upper School Film Production class, the Film Festival was a huge
hit with a wonderful turnout. Geneva Fletcher-Ruyle is a 1st grader who is
part of the Almost Actors group. She said watching herself on the big screen
was “so much fun! I felt like a real actor and I hope I grow up to be like Mrs.
Long and be an actor and a teacher. It was a big experience!”

Still R ockin’
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Riverfield Rocks is celebrating its 10th anniversary and is still going strong!
Another successful January concert at the Cain’s was a precursor to the 10th
annual Llamapalooza event held on campus at the end of the school year. This
was 4th grader Kennedy Patterson’s first year to perform at the outdoor
concert. “It was nerve-wracking but very fun because we were performing in
front of a lot of people and making them happy,” she commented. Other unique
opportunities for the rockers included playing the national anthem during the
Bassmaster Classic weigh-in, performing at the press conference announcing
Tulsa’s Billy Joel concert, and playing at an Oilers hockey game. Despite all
these performance opportunities now, Mr. Paul Knight said the overall goal
of the program is to instill a lifelong love of music. “We want students to be
40 or 50 years old and still playing,” he said. “We want music to be a natural
extension of themselves so that they can sit and play with friends and family.”
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CONVERSING
Y oung P oets I nterpret A rt
Middle School English students participated in a special
collaboration this Spring. Artwork created by students at
Cascia Hall was brought to Riverfield to be interpreted
poetically by students in Ms. Lindsey Watts’s 7th grade
classes. The works were then brought together in an
exhibit entitled “Conversation: Art & Poetry” at Lucky’s
on the Green downtown as part of the “First Friday Art
Crawl” in May. Below are examples of poems inspired by
the painting to the right.

“A Forgotten
Journey”
Sunset perched on the high seat
Of the old spring wagon
In a desolated land
A brown crackling sun stooped over
Blazing down
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Overwhelmed with chill
Dusk roused it to action
In the darkness
There’s a homemade light; a fire
River colored
In a world flooded with sunshine
Daylight is sturdy
Its determination unshaken
Reflected the glaring morning sun
Glazed yellow and bright
Scattered dryly on a deserted land
It beats down on the prairie
Hot, forgotten, and empty
A slow bloom journey
~Ryan Johnson

“Nostalgia”

His night, persuaded a brightly colored creature,
uniquely equipped.
Different colors absorbed a mysterious young face,
The strange youth appeared haunting,
He seemed to be taking reference.
His face not resting, hoped his last image of that
bony figure, quivering to the open door, was nostalgic.
~Abby Redmond

“Creature or Monster”
Could this be a creature or a monster?
This emerging idea of evil or good comes to mind
Monsters emerge killing and destroying,
they are a nuance to mankind,
but they are fake.
Creatures also being fake,
but they have more appeal.
We get humor and a promise of entertainment.
They come in all different shapes, sizes and colours.
Some are man-made and some are the world’s natural beauty.
So which do you prefer, creatures or monsters?

~Caleb Fuqua

During this year’s reading of The Outsiders by Tulsa native
S.E. Hinton, 8th grade students wrote portrait poems from the
perspective of various characters in the book. Hannah Grenier
chose to write through the eyes of the Greasers’ toughest and
most streetwise member: Dally. She says, “I fell in love with
Dallas Winston on Day 1. He was so real, so flawed, a ticking
time bomb that captivated my attention. In this poem, I wanted
to capture his wild and rebellious nature.”
Never dug hair cuts
or grease for that matter
Never liked neither
My eyes deceptive
My mind constant chatter
New York is a tough place
With tuff things
Wild and alone
Nowhere to call home
A graveyard of broken dreams
King of the East
This side of the tracks
More hood than most
Jailed on trumped-up charges
Cell bars can’t contain me
Gangs like the greasers
Stick together don’t get caught
Blood doesn’t make you family
Here I’ve got a little brother
And six others to protect

The following is a “found poem” that Seniors in Mr. Donaldson’s
class wrote in response to reading William Blake poetry. Every
line of Nate Watts’s poem can be found among the various
works of William Blake.
Cruelty has a human heart,
and Terror a human face,
this I learned from the time I was very young.
I do not believe in God, nor Mercy divine,
not when overcome with the pain that is only mine.
O, Father!
With cruelty didst thou mold my heart,
And with false self-deceiving tears
Didst blind my nostrils, eyes, and ears.
The night was dark, no comfort in the dismal air,
No mother to smother the growing despair.
All my tender limbs with terror shook.
O, pale and weak,
To my father speak!
O, the trembling fear!
I wish he had struck me then instead,
and burned me in a holy place
where I could in Mercy rest.
Would he then love me?
Could I then find Peace?
~Nate Watts

Prey on naive kids
They ain’t wise enough
They ain’t tough enough
Easily pushed over
Taken advantage of
With smoke in our blood,
We’re “tougher, colder, meaner”
Wreaking havoc,
We created chaos
A trail of collateral damage
And now that you’re gone
Johnny, what’s left for me?
I told you get wise, get tough
Nothin’ woulda hurt you
Nothin’ coulda stopped me
~Hannah Grenier

Libby Sells

A cademic H onor R olls
F all 2015
Raven Roll (3.75–4.0 GPA)
Middle
Teddy Ames
Tobin Anderson^
Adam Andrews
Tariq Bedri
Amanda Bose
Avery Dobson
Sabrina Edwardes
Maddy Edwards
Brooklynn Farley*+
Caleb Fuqua
Leah Gelfand*
Liv Goettel
Hannah Grenier*+
Hayden Grenier
Robert Hale^
Ali Johns^^
Elle Kalcik
Caden Kesselring
Kate Kiker
Willow Lamkin
Brinley Lasiter^
Bella Martin
Kenzie Martin*
Nathan
Morice-Brubaker

School
Dylan Patterson
Brenden Paul^
Shelby Peck+
Abigail Pope
Clay Powell+
Liam Puls
Abby Redmond
Emma Redmond
Zoe Reed*+
Lauckie Reid
Gracie Rowell
Ari Sanders
Libby Sells
Ethan Shaw*+
Harry Simmons
Sam Simmons
Shashwat Singh*+
Jack Sowell*
Aurora Stewart
Bryan Tran
Paige Williams
Elizabeth Williamson
Heidi Williamson
Zoe Zamora*

Honor Roll (3.5–3.74 GPA)

Upper School
Sarah Andrews
Savannah Mosier*
Olive Blackmon+
James Puls
Izzy Bliss*
Adaira Reid
Matthew Bogle+
Arran Reid*
Megan Bose
Kate Rhynes*
Grace Clark
Dakota Roberts*
Kendall Clary
Phoebe Robinson
Amy Coretz*
Hana Saad+
Zack Davenport*+
Hannah Sage
Ashtyn Fox*
Nate Smith
Lauren Southerland
Bailey Gower*+
Karsten Graham*
Sydney Sowell+
James Hale
Sammy Wiemer*
Julia Hale*
Elora Wymore
Josie Harris*
Dakota Roberts
Jad Jaafar
Shaan Seera
Erica Kelley*
Loren Standley
Shaddy Khalafallah
Nate Watts
Ethan Landis*
Ryan Lenard
Alexis Lipe
Rilynn Mason*
Alex Milton
James Morley

Middle School
Jack Bluhm
Caleb Corbin
Grace Dalton
Elizabeth Dixon
Ryan Johnson
Rachael Hollis*
Mason Malloy
Belle Maxey
Halle Saad
Ray Siegfried
Peyton Smith

Upper School
Austin Bates
Cecily Brander*
Charlotte Bumgarner
Maddie Cadieux*
Kenny Chomosh
Drew Dozier
Drew Dreiling
William Genesen*
Matthew Hawkins+
Sarah Heldebrandt
Dan Husted
Noah Laubach
Kallan Murphy*
Tyler Okerson
Karli Pool
Ellie Pudewa
Jake Redmond
Kaylen Smith
Ted Wilcox
Anna Wilson
Elora Wymore

S pring 2016
Raven Roll (3.75–4.0 GPA)
Middle
Teddy Ames
Tobin Anderson^
Adam Andrews
Tariq Bedri
Amanda Bose*
Caleb Corbin
Sabrina Edwardes
Maddy Edwards
Brooklynn Farley*+
Caleb Fuqua
Leah Gelfand*
Liv Goettel
Hannah Grenier*+
Hayden Grenier
Robert Hale^
Ali Johns^^
Ryan Johnson
Elle Kalcik
Caden Kesselring
Kate Kiker
Willow Lamkin
Brinley Lasiter^
Nathan
Morice-Brubaker

School
Dylan Patterson
Brenden Paul^
Shelby Peck+
Abigail Pope
Clay Powell+
Abby Redmond
Emma Redmond
Zoe Reed*+
Lauckie Reid
Gracie Rowell
Ari Sanders
Libby Sells
Ethan Shaw*+
Harry Simmons
Sam Simmons
Shashwat Singh*+
Peyton Smith
Jack Sowell*
Aurora Stewart
Bryan Tran
Paige Williams
Elizabeth Williamson
Heidi Williamson

Honor Roll (3.5–3.74 GPA)

Upper School
Ragan Auxter*+
Dan Husted
Olive Blackmon+
Alexis Lipe
Megan Bose*
Rilynn Mason*
Dylan Briggs
James Morley
Kenny Chomosh
Savannah Mosier*
Grace Clark
Karli Pool
Kendall Clary
James Puls
Amy Coretz*
Adaira Reid
Zack Davenport*+
Kate Rhynes*
Ashtyn Fox*
Dakota Roberts*
Bailey Gower*+
Phoebe Robinson
James Hale
Hana Saad+
Julia Hale*
Kaylen Smith
Jad Jaafar
Nate Watts Smith
Erica Kelley*
Lauren Southerland
Ethan Landis*
Sydney Sowell+
Ryan Lenard
Grace Stoops

*NHS (Upper School)/ NJHS (Middle School) + AATG German Exam Scholar ^ Duke TIPS State Recognition

Middle School
Jack Bluhm
Grace Dalton
Elizabeth Dixon
Avery Dobson
Abi Haldeman
Rachael Hollis*
Bella Martin
Kenzie Martin*
Belle Maxey
Noah Owens+
Halle Saad
Price Smolen
Zoe Zamora*
James Puls
Mitchell Scott
Jonathan Taylor

^^ Duke TIPS Grand Recognition

Upper School
Sarah Andrews
Austin Bates
Matthew Bogle+
Cecily Brander*
Charlotte Bumgarner
Maddie Cadieux*
Christian Dolan
Drew Dozier
Olivia Edwardes
William Genesen*
Josie Harris*
Matthew Hawkins+
Sarah Heldebrandt
Shaddy Khalafallah
Kallan Murphy*
Tyler Okerson
Arran Reid*
Hannah Sage
Addison Standley
Tyler Violett
Sammy Wiemer*
Ted Wilcox
Elora Wymore

A L etter F rom the
R iverfield A lumni A ssociation
It is with great enthusiasm that I officially announce the newly founded Riverfield Alumni
Association, open to anyone who attended Riverfield for at least two semesters, be it PreSchool, Lower, Middle, or Upper School. Over the past year, many fellow alumni and I have
been working to form an Executive Council, which meets regularly to guide alumni relations
through ongoing communication and event planning.
On May 21st we hosted our first event: a cookout on the Upper School patio. The turnout
was great, including many of our newest members from the class of 2016, members from the
first graduating classes, several faculty members, and even a former foreign exchange student
from the Netherlands! We had a wonderful time reconnecting, reminiscing, and enjoying some
games and would like to thank everyone who attended.
As alumni, you can remain involved with the school in many ways beyond attending events. First
and foremost, visit www.riverfield.org and click on the alumni link to join the association and keep
us posted on where you are and what you are doing. This will not only allow you to stay in touch
and updated on Riverfield news, but will provide you special deals and discounts on Riverfield
merchandise and event attendance. Furthermore, if you have suggestions for alumni events or
ideas for improving communication, please let us know by contacting Wes Rowell (Director of
Alumni Relations) or any member of the Executive Council. We want to hear your thoughts and
suggestions. This is your Alumni Association and we aim to make it great!

A lumni A ssociation
E xecutive C ouncil
President: Jessie Goen ‘09
Vice President: Taylor Stevak ‘08
Secretary: Ryan Peake ‘12
Treasurer: Lynley Fox ‘10
Kevin Daroga ‘11
Membership Liaison:
Emma Keely ‘15

C lass R eps:
2007-08: Taylor Stevak
2009: Jessie Goen
2010: Lynley Fox
2011: Madeline Berry
2012: Ryan Peake
2013: Hannah Sieler

I wish you all the best in your post-Riverfield endeavors and hope to meet you at future alumni
events.

2014: Alex Rogers

Sincerely,

2016: Elora Wymore

2015: Emma Keely

Jessie (Deck) Goen - Class of 2009
Riverfield Alumni Association President
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of F irsts
The Riverfield Alumni Association held
its first event, a cookout, on May 21.
Games were played, old photos were
perused, and a good time was had
by all. Among the attendees was little
Katherine Alred, daughter of Zack
Alred(‘11) and Erica (Love) Alred(‘09).
Katherine is the first 100% baby Raven!

S hooting F or T he M oon
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Sapphire Celebration 2016 was another outstanding success! The Riverfield family gathered on March
5th at the Hyatt downtown for dinner, drinks, and good-natured competitive bidding on unique auction
items. This year included a few new spins and included many old favorites. In addition to the traditional
student projects, a new twist was expanding the options for sign-up parties to include luchador ringside
seats and puffy tacos at Elote, a Kentucky Derby party complete with mint juleps, a family flag football
game, a mother-daughter tea party, and poker night with RCDS coaches, among others. Each party embodied
the Riverfield idea of community, bringing together long-time friends with new friends for an enjoyable
experience. Raffles such as Stock your Bar and Best of Live also added to the festive atmosphere. Another
successful event, the Sapphire Celebration raised over $150,000 - all going to improve Riverfield. Plans are
underway to make next year’s Sapphire Celebration even better! Mark your calendars for March 4, 2017;
you won’t want to miss all the fun!

A L etter F rom the
D irector of G iving
Our recurring theme this year was “I  RCDS.” For me, the
list of why I  Riverfield just gets longer every day. I kept
adding to it as the year was drawing to an end and I attended
various culminating events, celebrations, and activities all of
which highlighted why I  RCDS.
My love is also extended to our families and friends who support
our wonderful school with countless hours of volunteerism as
well as generous financial support.
The 2015-16 school year was a record breaker in a number of
respects, including raising the most ever for the Raven Fund,
topping over $265,000! More families set up monthly donations
to the Raven Fund than any other year helping provide year round
funding for various operating expenses. The 2016 Raven Fund
Rally held in early May was the most successful ever, raising
over $40,000 in a week. This included a $10,000 matching gift
to start the rally and an additional $5,000 challenge mid-week.
Thank you to all our students, faculty, staff, and families – past
and present – as well as our many generous friends. You are the
#1 reason that I  RCDS.
Gratefully,

Patti Grice
Director of Giving
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For the last two years, Tracy Emmons served as President of the
Riverfield Family Association. As her term came to a close, she shifted
her Riverfield service to another capacity. On May 24th, she began her
new role as Director of Major Gifts, working closely with Patti Grice,
Director of Giving. Over the years, Tracy volunteered in various roles
within RFA and chaired the Advancement Committee. Additionally, Tracy
has 18 years of experience as a financial advisor, most recently with
Morgan Stanley. She said “I believe the combination of my professional
experience and my RCDS volunteer experience will work well for developing
my new role and I’m honored to be working to benefit the school we
all love.” Welcome, Tracy, to the Advancement Team.

2433 West 61st Street
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74132
918.446.3553
riverfield.org

Non-Discriminatory Statement: Riverfield Country Day School is a non-profit, independent school with no religious affiliation. Riverfield is a welcoming community that strives to treat everyone fairly. All
decisions regarding admissions, employment, administration, and student and faculty life are made without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, ethnicity, age, disability, gender, sexual
orientation, marital or family status, or any other criteria prohibited by law. All rights, privileges, educational, athletic, school-administrated programs, and activities made available by the school are extended
to all students, families, faculty, and staff.

