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A L etter from
the H ead of S chool
Dear Riverfield Community,
While writing this letter, Ben and Sam Clark, former Riverfield students and the sons
of Herr Clark and Jennifer Gibbens, have just stopped in to say hello and catch up with
their friends on campus. Visits from former students have become a regular occurrence
this fall at Riverfield. I am so pleased that we have expanded our class notes section of
the BLUEprint and look forward to more updates from our alumni. Please look at their
impressive accomplishments as well as their ref lections on Riverfield faculty.
As we reconnect with our alumni, I can’t help but examine the other connections that have
been made this fall. This edition of the BLUEprint highlights the connections our students
have made, many of which will last a lifetime. Relationships were fostered while hosting
students from Tulsa’s sister city of Celle (p. 4). Another held multiple purposes: the creation
of the Probability Fair by our Middle School students and subsequent hosting of the Fair
for our Lower School students (p. 5). Our 4th and 5th graders reached out to individuals
around the country to learn about each state from the perspective of a resident (p. 9). Finally, connections
were made on Visiting Day as our families came together and supported their students during the Run
for Riverfield and other activities throughout the day (p. 16-17). These are just some of the highlights as
our students and faculty have interacted with each other, the Tulsa community, our country, and globally
that continue to strengthen our school.
I am thankful to the entire Riverfield community for their support this year. Participation in all aspects
of school life is at an all-time high, and there is palpable excitement around campus. Board Chair Brenda
Dinan announced the INSPIRED Capital Campaign (p. 21) on Visiting Day, and it was evident that there
is a lot of enthusiasm about making these dreams a reality for our students.
Thank you for the role you play in the lives of our students. I look forward to an exciting second semester
and wish you all a happy new year.
Sincerely,

Jerry Bates
Head of School

The mission of Riverfield Country Day School is to provide an excellent education in a family-oriented atmosphere. Students are motivated and encouraged
to learn, develop, and mature in a respectful, secure, and diverse environment. A caring, creative faculty and a challenging, integrated, and personalized
curriculum promote the development of the whole student as a confident and responsible learner prepared for success today and tomorrow.
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Special thanks to Urban Issues Studio students Adam Bates, Drew Dozier, Hannah
Grenier, Jack Hendrix, Emma Redmond, Shashu Singh, and Peyton Smith for their
hard work and dedication.

O n T he C over
The 7th grade class supports James Liles on the trust walk during
a trip to the Westside YMCA ropes course early in the year. The 7th
grade class visited the course to develop teamwork, leadership, and
problem-solving skills while having fun with their peers and teachers.

A H istoric First Day

Et h a n R id d le

As if the first day of school didn’t have enough excitement surrounding it,
this year’s first day coincided with a unique experience: a total solar eclipse.
Division Heads planned accordingly and ordered hundreds of viewing glasses
so that K– 2th grade students could observe the eclipse safely. Parents were
encouraged to take part with their students and many came to campus. Kristie
Ferguson, a geologist and mother of Leland in the Woods Class and Hayden
in the Lakes Class, arrived earlier in the day to explain the science behind a
solar eclipse. “I was glad my mom was at school with us. In the library, she
showed us why an eclipse happens. Then we went outside and she helped us
look at it safely.” Students created artwork featuring the eclipse, several of
which are shown in this publication’s Art Galleries. Without a doubt, the eclipse
made the first day of the 2017-18 school year even more memorable.

Field

of I nspiration
Surprised and intrigued with a field of yellow flowers that bloomed on the
west side of campus in early fall, Pre-School teachers began brainstorming
possibilities for combining natural experiences with robust materials. Students
from infants – 5 years old took numerous expeditions to the vast field of
wildflowers with careful observation, attention to detail, and shared discovery
among friends. Materials like paints, clay, projectors, sand, colored water,
and others were introduced to the children in the field and their classrooms
to deepen and enrich their learning. “Our immersive studio, a space that
combines projection and reflection, afforded infants the opportunity to play
with echoes of reality as the children found themselves in the field of flowers;
this time, in an altered way,” said Pre-School Coordinator Jennifer Norviel.

Infants from the Butterfly Class

R ockin’ O ut
Riverfield Rocks likes to bill the current year’s Riverfield Rocks the Cain’s concert as “the best ever.”
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And every year really is the best ever! This year’s early December concert included 12 bands and 100
student performers who wowed the audience of nearly 1,000 attendees. It was the first time for 6th
graders and new RCDS students like Bella Bieligk (pictured right) to perform on the famous stage.
However, for seniors, it was a bittersweet final Cain’s performance as part of the Riverfield Rocks
program.

BLUEprint Fall 2017
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New this school year, 2nd/3rd grade students have added a class period
dedicated to in-depth science exploration with Charity Strozier, the 4th/5th
science teacher. “These weekly encounters provide a chance to learn, engineer,
and reflect on the world around them,” noted Mrs. Strozier. In the first semester,
students explored the woods as they identified various kinds of animal tracks,
learned about the chemical processes involved as leaves change colors in
the fall, conducted experiments on their leftover Halloween candy, and built
a wind-powered car out of Lifesavers candy, drinking straws, and paper.
Keller Albright, a 3rd grader in the Forest Class, shared that his favorite
experiment was building a bridge with toothpicks and gumdrops. “I realized
which structures work and that the more materials you use, the stronger the
bridge will be,” he said.

S ister C ity L ove

German visitors and their hosts

Our biennial visit from German students in Tulsa’s sister city of Celle took place in
late September. The group of 22 students and teachers from Kaiserin-AugusteViktoria-Gymnasium (KAVG) stayed in RCDS host homes and spent their time
here exploring and experiencing the Riverfield campus as well as the greater
Tulsa area. The group started with a classic Riverfield potluck dinner, visited
City Hall, shopped at Woodland Hills Mall, and traveled to the Tallgrass Prairie
and Woolaroc Museum to see the real West. “We really had fun showing them
Tulsa’s skyline at night from up on Reservoir Hill,” said junior Karli Pool. We
trust they enjoyed their time and look forward to our next reciprocal visit in
two years.
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ART GALLERY

Gavin Bennett

Lizzie Williamson

Matt Hawkins

G iving B ack
Many Riverfield families made efforts leading up to the holidays to consider
those in need. Grandgood Boxes, a long-standing tradition of shoe boxes
filled with personal care and hobby items, were delivered to local nursing
home residents by students in Pre-School and K/1st. Older students in the
Lower School supported two causes new to Riverfield. In the 2nd/3rd Wing,
students donated puzzles, board games, and other interactive activities for
Women in Recovery, an organization that provides women an alternative to
incarceration. The games will be used as presents for the women to give to
their families. Students in the 4th/5th Wing gathered boxes full of oatmeal
packets and individually-packed cereals and took them to Tulsa’s Day Center
for the Homeless to be distributed. Thanks, Riverfield community, for giving
back this December.
Sami Parvin, Mia Musick, and Eva Grogg

C hanneling C hihuly
As the toddlers of the Frog Class began exploring their classroom, they
were drawn to a ring of images featuring the vibrantly colored glassworks of
renowned artist Dale Chihuly. The images sparked rich inquiry through the
power of perspective: connecting color and position, artists and directionality,
materials and movement, composition and physics. The captivating Chihuly Star
sculpture was affectionately renamed “The Blue,” and the spectrum of blue
hues, powerful lines, and spiked texture of this catalyzing piece of art offered
vast research potential. The children represented their understandings of “The
Blue” through paint – sparking the formation of deeper questions and the
development of new strategies. Teacher Austin O’Berry shared, “Currently,
we are discovering how children use their bodies in conjunction with the
materials in the studio to investigate possibilities of artistic inspiration around
the works of sculptors, painters, photographers, street artists, and dancers.
We are excited to see where this leads in the new year.”

the O dds?
What was once a typical math topic took on a festive air as 7th and 8th Grade
Pre-Algebra students hosted Riverfield’s first annual Probability Fair. The
study began as students calculated theoretical probabilities with dice, cards,
spinners, and several other items. They learned the real-world application of
probabilities through a discussion of raffle drawings, lotteries, card games,
and specifically the Visiting Day $10,000 Raffle. The work in class prepared
students to create games based on probability to share with Lower School
students at the Probability Fair. Before and during the carnival-style event,
students collected data for experimental probability. They then analyzed their
theoretical and experimental data to create a report to compare what should
have happened and what actually happened during their game. “The Middle
Schoolers were great ambassadors to the Lower School students and received
many compliments about how wonderful and exciting the Fair was for the
younger students,” said math teacher Sara Moren.

Mary Kate Moreau, Kade Norviel, and Leif Popalis

What A re

Lower School and Middle School students
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Trick- or-Treat, RCDS Style
October was filled with all sorts of fun for Riverfield’s youngest students.
Students in 3s-5s classes showed their creativity while working with their
parents to create festive, silly hats for the Hat Parade. All Pre-Schoolers took
part in Orange Tasting Parties within their classrooms, sampling items like
orange gelatin, cheese cubes, crackers, and mandarin oranges. Finally, many
families participated in the 2nd annual Trunk or Treat hosted by the Middle
School. Pre-School and Lower School students traveled from trunk to trunk as
they took part in the games or activities hosted at each stop. Voted by those
in attendance, the “Finding Dory” trunk hosted by Pre-School administrators
won the coveted Golden Pumpkin trophy for the best trunk.
Kade Norviel as Dave Long

Floating

to Victory
Riverfield’s Middle and Upper School Industrial Arts students had a unique
opportunity this fall. In August, the class learned they were the recipient of a
STEM School grant as part of Tulsa’s Great Raft Race. The grant helped offset
the cost of materials for building Riverfield’s two rafts and also partnered the
group with engineers from American Airlines for a work day. Industrial Arts
teacher James Wilson said, “I genuinely appreciated the collaboration with
American Airlines. It was great for the students to work alongside professionals
from the community.” The work day was covered by the Tulsa World and Channel
6 as well. On Labor Day, the teams headed down the eight-mile course along
the Arkansas River and were cheered on by many RCDS families. During the
awards ceremony, the seafaring Ravens earned prizes and recognition. In the
STEM Schools Challenge Division, RCDS came in 2nd in the Design category
and 1st in the Best Engineering category.

Industrial Arts students and teachers

C reating

a

B uzz

Students in the K/1st Wing tried their hand at basic coding during technology class with Jeremy Moeller this
semester. “Bee-Bot is a friendly-looking, easy-to-operate robot that is a perfect tool for teaching sequencing,
estimation, and problem-solving,” said Mr. Moeller. At first, students familiarized themselves with the process
by pressing directional keys to send Bee-Bot forward, backward, left, and right. As basic understanding of the
process was achieved, Mr. Moeller set challenges for the students. First grade student Gabi Hader explained her
favorite game played with Bee-Bot: “We coded the robot and then each player picked a toy for the Bee-Bot to get
close to. Whichever object it got closest to won. Mine was the phone.” During the challenges, students analyzed
their current command pattern to determine adjustments and changes to be made so Bee-Bot could get closer to
his goal. This revision process is a stepping stone, not only for more advanced coding, but for many other subject
and skill areas these students will encounter going forward.
Pictured: Blake Stafford, Olivia Davis, Emily Holloman, Hailey Cox, and Loretta McNamara

Tee It U p

for RCDS
This fall marked the 9th annual Raven Classic golf tournament, the Athletic
Department’s biggest fundraiser of the year. “We had a solid turnout with 22
teams,” said Athletic Director Jason Bogle. “We have a great blend of sponsors
that come back year after year as well as new businesses and individuals.”
Teams warmed up on the putting green or driving range before enjoying lunch.
They then headed to the tee box to conquer Page Belcher’s Stone Creek course
in a shotgun style tournament. The winning team was led by Middle School
parent Tim Koski. Congrats!

Tim Koski (far right) and his teammates

A re You S marter Than

a R aven?
This fall has been one of many accomplishments for RCDS Academic Bowl Teams.

Upper School Accolades:

Tobin Anderson, Alex Motazedi,
Brady Heinig, and Adaira Reid

- 1st place in the Academic Elite Conference (Ravens named as 6 of the
top 15 players)
- Runner-up at the OSSAA District meet
- 3rd seed at an invitational NAQT tournament
(earned a spot at the National Championship)
- OAAC ‘Froshmore’ conference winners in Math and Social Studies
tournaments (qualified for the tournament meet)
- Finalist in RSU-TV’s game show, “I Want Answers!” (pictured left). Watch
the championship on Thursday, January 18th at 7:30 pm to see how
the team fares!
Middle School Accolades:
- 2nd place in the Academic Elite Conference
- Caden Kesselring and Nathan Morice-Brubaker named as All
Conference Players
- 5th/6th grade teams won 1st and 2nd at OJABA District meet

ART GALLERY

Nya Barnard

Mia Wolek

Julia Hale

A N ovel E xploration
One of several Middle School writing topics this fall included a look at the hugely
popular genre of graphic novels. For this project, the 6th and 7th grade students
explored the art, the language, and the history of graphic novels in preparation
for reading and analyzing the graphic novel Amulet: The Stonekeeper. Teacher
Jon Smythe shared, “Students then created their own graphic stories using
graphic design elements such as panels, bleeds, insets, balloons, splashes,
and gutters.” Sixth-grader Jackson Shupper added that creating a graphic
novel, as opposed to a regular story, “was different because you had to draw
and make it more understandable. The drawing was a struggle, but it ended up
looking good. It was so fun, and I would do it again.” The results are on display
in the commons of the Rogers Building, just above the entrance to the gym.
Dalton Hale’s novel My Campout Memories

D iscovering O ur C ountry
Class structure has changed in the 4th/5th grade Wing this fall, and social studies
topics are now incorporated into writing and reading to make a humanities
block. The literacy classrooms contributed greatly to the integrated United
States geography investigation. Students used games, websites, non-fiction
text, and film to explore the beauty of America. They discovered the locations
of states, capitals, landmarks, rivers, oceans, and lakes. Through the “Amazing
Race-50 States!” project, the students were challenged to reach out to residents
from each state in the union. These residents became email pen pals. The
students formulated questions based on regional geography and culture of
each state and requested photographs, video, and dialogue from their pen
pals. In this way, they could construct a meaningful understanding of United
States geography. The responses were compiled and can be accessed via a
touch screen map in the Wing.
Ford Smolen

Q uick T akes
Riverfield’s most generous donors were
honored at the Raven’s Club Dinner on
October 24th. Held at The Reserve at
Grogg’s Green Barn, the evening featured
foods donated by local restaurants. Special
thanks to Carla and Kelly Grogg,
Riverfield parents, for hosting the event.

As part of his Urban Design course, senior
Drew Dozier used SketchUp to create
a 3D rendering of the proposed Center
for Creativity. His design was featured at
the Capital Campaign displays at Visiting
Day and at Riverfield Rocks the Cain’s.
BLUEprint Fall 2017

Freshman Brenden Paul and 7th grader
Nikos Revelis won 1st place for their
Divisions in the RCDS Science Fair. They,
along with other finalists, will compete at
the Regional Science Fair in the spring.

Pre-School Division Head Jennifer
Kesselring and Pre-School Coordinator
Jennifer Norviel presented about
materials and environment as catalysts
for learning at a two-day initiative in
Nashville. Mrs. Kesselring also presented
at the Omaha Zoo, discussing the role
of documentation in creating learning
contexts. In January Head of School Jerry
Bates will join Mrs. Kesselring as they
consult with the Evansville Independent
School District and Deaconess Hospital
System Preschools in Indiana.

9

WinWin Week Tackles M elanoma

Amelia Anderson and Calla Andrews

Now in its 6th year on the RCDS campus, WinWin Week is organized by the Upper
School Student Council and raises awareness and funds for cancer research
with a fun culminating event. It is a program of the OSSAA, with schools all
over the state participating in WinWin Week. Riverfield’s focus this year was
melanoma with the commemorative t-shirt designed by senior Syd Rideout.
Senior Student Council member Adaira Reid said, “We chose to support
melanoma awareness because of how prevalent the cancer is becoming, and
there needs to be more attention to it. As far as WinWin Week, there is a lot
of planning for a pep rally, football games, and cancer awareness information,
but it is well worth the effort because of the money we raise to support the
Stephenson Cancer Center.” The main source of funds was donations taken at
Friday night’s Middle School and Upper School girls flag football games and
sales of the t-shirts. The competition was fierce, the cheerleaders (boys from
Middle and Upper) entertaining, and the cookout and concessions delicious.
Thanks to all the families who contributed to this worthwhile cause. Together,
the RCDS community was able to donate $1,200 to the OU Stephenson Cancer
Research Center.

HOCO 2017
Homecoming came early this year as the Ravens and Lady Ravens took on the
Agra Bearcats during the first home game of the season on November 10th.
The Varsity and JV boys enjoyed hard-fought victories while the Varsity girls
came up just short. The 2017-18 Homecoming Court was announced between
games. Kudos to freshman Brinley Lasiter and her escort Brenden Paul,
sophomore Hannah Grenier and her escort Brady Heinig, junior Karli
Pool and her escort Matt Hawkins, and senior Homecoming Queen Grace
Clark and her escort James Morley. The Homecoming dance was held in the
Upper School Learning Center the following weekend with a fall festival theme.

Emma Redmond, Ari Sanders, and Abby Redmond

B lue C lass E xplores Tulsa
From the start of the school year, the Blue Class students were fascinated by Riverf ield’s blue buses and f ield trip
expeditions. In an effort to bring the classroom into the community and the community into the classroom, teachers
Jamie Johnson and Drew Magova identified a list of iconic places around Tulsa to study. They then selected materials
for sketching, painting, clay, and photography for children to use to experiment, communicate observations, and create
ref lections during their excursions. The students, ages 3 – 5 have investigated the Tulsa skyline, Golden Driller, Philbrook
and Gilcrease museums, Turkey Mountain, and several other locations. Mrs. Magova commented, “We are especially
excited that our parent/grandparent volunteers are taking part each week with their children and grandchildren. It has
been an amazing experience thus far, and we are looking forward to the next semester.”
Pictured: Frida Jiménez and Annabelle Ferguson
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S elf -C are Starts E arly

Diversity Committee and Upper School STUCO

Mental Health Awareness Week was brought to the RCDS campus for the first
time this fall. Organized by the Diversity Committee with the help of Upper
School Student Council, October 9th – 13th provided opportunities for open
conversation about a topic that is often hush-hush: mental health. Sophomore
Rachael Hollis spearheaded the event. “I am really passionate about mental
health and self-care, and bringing awareness to the issue was the main reason
I ran for Student Council last year,” she said. “I knew it was important, and
I knew that STUCO could help raise the profile of these issues.” Students
decorated a wall in the Upper School cafeteria with information, graphics, and
drawings about various mental health diagnoses, each embodied by a different
character from Winnie the Pooh. The group also facilitated a to 6th – 12th
grade presentation by author Scott Taylor, who shared about his children’s
book Jacob & the Cloak.

R iverfield R uns This Town
The bitter cold morning of October 28th didn’t deter Riverfield’s runners who
took part in the Tulsa Run. From the 1k Fun Run to the 15k, the Ravens hit
the pavement as they wound through the downtown course. 2017 was the
first time in several years that Riverfield organized a team, a decision that
paid off. “It was great to head down the road to the finish line and hear the
announcement that Riverfield won $300 for our participation,” said Head of
School (and Fun Runner) Jerry Bates. In the category of schools with 500+
students, RCDS came in 4th place. Registration for next year’s run begins in
March, and Riverfield will be sure to be part of this citywide event in 2018.
Tulsa Run participants

ART GALLERY

Dallas Nation

Lillian Molloy

Carson Chomosh

O bserving C hange
In late October, the Sky Class spotted two unusual-looking caterpillars. One
was very large, green, and spiky. The other was brown with big eyes and odd
markings. The Kindergarten and 1st grade students placed the creatures in
separate habitats in the classroom for observation. The next day, the caterpillars
built their chrysalises, which led to hypothesizing and researching about
the process of metamorphosis. These discoveries have led to an integrated
investigation throughout many content areas in the classroom including science
journals, building habitats in the Maker Space and construction areas, and a
puppet show adaptation of The Very Hungry Caterpillar performed on Visiting
Day. Students and teachers are eager to see what will emerge.
Sky Class students

R iverfield Theatre C o. Takes

the Stage
October saw the two-night run of 12 Angry Jurors as presented by the Riverfield
Theatre Co. at the Tulsa Performing Arts Center. Because the cast included
females, the title of Reginald Rose’s famous play 12 Angry Men was adjusted
accordingly. Olive Blackmon, who played the role of Juror 11 said, “We
worked hard, and it ended up being an amazing and chilling show! We had
lots of fun!” Isaiah Weaver, Director of the Theatre Co., said, “The cast and
crew did an outstanding job in putting on a quality stage production!” Over
150 professional images of the play can be found on the Riverfield Theatre
Co.’s Facebook page.

Hannah Sage, Jackson Eagle, and Olive Blackmon

Visitors Welcome
Founding Head of School and Riverfield Legend Marty Clark now lives at
Montereau Retirement Community in Tulsa. She loves having visitors and hearing
from former families and teachers. Recently, current and past Riverfield staff
enjoyed a lunch date with Mrs. Clark in the Montereau dining room. Mrs. Clark’s
mailing address is 6800 S. Granite Ave. C-209 Tulsa, OK 74136.

Mr
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Cl a r k

ie
a n d fr

nd

s

to C ampus
Alumni returned for the Homecoming basketball game on November 10th to help cheer the Ravens on
to victory. Later that month, alums also came to campus to take part in the Upper School Thanksgiving
potluck tradition.

RCD

S al u m ni
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A lums R eturn
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R iverfield

at N ight
The grove by the tennis courts was covered in a colorful array of tents as the
Riverfield community took part in the annual Family Campout in October. All ages
of students and their families participated in the event, which included campfire
cooking, yard games, and a new addition: a glow hike through the woods. “We
had an absolute BLAST at the campout,” said Christina Stromberg, whose
son Benjamin is in the Rabbit Class. “It was our son’s first time sleeping in a
tent, and this was the perfect way to introduce him to camping.”

Pre

-S c h o ol f a m ilie s

R unning

Ja mes Puls

A C ase

for

on Time
This was a season of unprecedented growth for the cross country team, as
coaches Andi Moore and Bobby Brummett had more than double the
number of athletes than in years past. “There were 35 students in 1st – 12th
grade that came out to practice, and 24 of them competed in meets on the
weekends,” Coach Moore noted. James Carson and Caden Kesselring,
both in the 8th grade, finished in the Top 20, if not better, at each meet they
entered. Junior James Puls led the Varsity team, running well enough during
the season to qualify for Regionals and then the OSSAA State Championship,
where he finished in the top third. At the Regional meet, James was recruited
to run for the Jenks America Track team. He ran with that group at a national
qualifier, coming in 7th with a 19:22 5k time. He then finished 37th out of
200 runners at the Cross Country Coaches National Youth Championship in
Westchester, Ohio in November. It will be exciting to watch these runners in
future seasons.

C oding

Middle School students have been utilizing C++ coding, math, and problem-solving this semester as they program
robots for specific tasks. “This is the ‘land version’ of the SeaPerch underwater robotics challenge that several
student groups have competed in previously,” explained science teacher Fred Jones, who is facilitating the robotics
program with math teacher Sara Moren and technology teachers Penny Kuhn and Jeremy Moeller. “First you
learn about how motors and servos work, then you learn the code. You can make your robot do tricks, and that’s
when the fun begins,” said 6th grader Ben Bluhm. In addition to the Middle School instruction during the school
day, 4th and 5th graders have been taking part in elective class and after school robotics options. Both age groups
participated in the Junior Botball Challenge Day held at the Tulsa City Fairgrounds at the end of the semester.
Pictured: Ben Bluhm

BLUEprint Fall 2017

15

VISITING DAY 2017

Visiting Day is a long-standing tradition in which parents, grandparents, family, and friends come to campus for a day
of classroom visits, performances, interactive music, demonstration, the book fair, and more. The Run for Riverfield,
with the Fun Run for Pre-School and Lower School and the Color Run for Middle and Upper School, coincided with
Visiting Day this year, so lots of family members were on campus to cheer on their runners.

A lumni Class N otes
Jessie (Deck) Goen (‘09) and her husband,
Garren, welcomed their son Wesley on May 23, 2017.
Jessie is a teacher in Riverfield’s Butterfly Class.
Luke Johnson (‘14) returned this fall from a sixmonth trip to China, where he worked on learning
Mandarin. Upon graduating from Oklahoma State
University, Luke plans to enroll in law school.
Cailey Kesselring (‘14) will graduate from
Rhodes College in May with a degree in Applied
Mathematics with a focus in Biomathematics. She has
been accepted to continue her education studying
Infectious Disease Intelligence at the University of
New South Wales in Sydney, Australia.
Garrett Pugh (‘14) recently received a scholarship
from the Foundry Education Foundation associated
with Missouri University of Science and Technology
for his interest in cast metals, outstanding academic
achievement, and demonstrated professional potential.
Garrett is majoring in Metallurgical Engineering and is
part of several research projects and published papers.

BLUEprint Spring 2015

Wyatt Sanders (‘14) is currently living in Los
Angeles, where he works for Artist Publishing Group
(APG), a music publishing company and record label
under Warner Music. He works in the studio, writing
and producing songs for major label artists in the
Pop and R&B realm. His writing and production
were recently featured in Atlantic Records artist
Vice’s new single, “Piñata.”

T ell

Zack Davenport (‘16) was awarded $2,500 in
development money for presenting a prototype of a
product called SmartStep at the LeadingAge Annual
Meeting. Created by Zack and a classmate at Olin
College of Engineering, SmartStep is a shoe with
embedded sensors that allows adults with mobility
issues to be alerted about obstacles as they’re walking.
Zack’s other projects include a control system for
a simulated infant warmer, a self-balancing robot,
and a magnetic levitation system.

us your story !
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We love hearing from alumni! Please let us know what’s new. Have you gotten
married? Graduated from college? Did you get a new job or promotion?
Go to riverfield.org, click on Alumni, and submit a class note. It’s that easy!

Reese Goettel (‘17) was named a Spirit of
Philanthropy Honoree by the Association of Fundraising
Professionals of Eastern Oklahoma. She was recognized
for her role in leading the Infant Emergency Services
Junior Board to a successful BabyPalooza and Painted
Pacifier event raising over $40,000 for children in need.

There were many students who attended Riverfield
before the Middle or Upper School existed. We still
consider those students as “alumni” and welcome
their updates as such. Their notes are listed below.
Griffin Elrod married Paige Lawler in April 2016.
They live in Chicago, where Griffin is Sales Development
Manager for Dialog Tech.
Stephanie Elrod graduated from OU in 2013 with
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Technical Theater and
Design, with a minor in Business. She worked as a
Production Assistant for Image Technology Corporation
in St. Louis and was promoted to Assistant Technical
Director. She remained in that position until moving
to Boston in September 2017 to begin study for her
Master of Fine Arts in Production Management at
Boston University.
Jillian (Zinn) King was named Teacher of the
Year at Rosa Parks Elementary. This is Jillian’s third
year to teach Early Pre-K. She is now a candidate
for Union’s District Teacher of the Year.
Jordan Roark married Trent Partain on December
2, 2017. They live in Broken Arrow and she teaches
3rd grade for Union Public Schools.
Kate (Beineman) VanScoy is an x-ray tech at
Oklahoma Heart Institute. She and her husband, Tyler,
welcomed their daughter Elliot on January 9, 2017.
Meike deHaan, a foreign exchange student who
attended RCDS in 2006-07, has been traveling the
world to places such as Peru, Bolivia, Thailand,
Nicaragua, and the occasional visit to Tulsa to see
her Riverfield friends.

A lumni R eflections

on

Teacher I nteractions

As part of Tuesday morning professional development, faculty members have been working within small groups and taking
turns presenting various subject matter to their peers. As part of their presentation on classroom interactions, one group
gathered feedback from Riverfield alumni by posing the question: “Think about your favorite teacher at Riverfield. What
was it about that teacher that made such a positive impression?” Below are some of the responses alumni shared.

Shannon (McGowan) Banks (‘11)
My favorite teacher of all time was my biggest
supporter, other than my mom. She didn’t just teach
a class, she became my friend and confidant, and
I knew she believed in me. She pushed me to be
my best and encouraged all her students and me
to be true to ourselves and follow our passions.
Because of her, I got experience that looked great
on my college resume and gave me confidence as
an adult. A great teacher goes above and beyond
to help a student discover themselves and become
more self-sufficient and prepared for the real world.
Shannon is a student at Brigham Young University.
Shelby Massey (‘11)
While attending Riverfield, I never had a favorite
teacher – I had several. Although each of them had
a different teaching style, they all made an effort to
form personal relationships with their students while
maintaining appropriate boundaries. They were able
to recognize certain aspects that could appeal to each
student regardless of the subject being taught. This
fostered an environment where students were actively
engaged in the learning process. Shelby is a student
at OSU College of Osteopathic Medicine.
Jeff May (‘12)
The main thing that made me enjoy learning from my
favorite teachers was their excitement for the subject
matter. Enthusiasm and genuine passion in the classroom
are impossible to ignore, and, for me, it was the best
way to stay engaged. I still find that true to this day.
My lectures in med school are far more interesting if
the lecturer is enthusiastic and engaging with students.
Jeff is a student at OU College of Medicine.

Shaan Seera (‘15)
One teacher that made a positive impression on me
was Melissa Bogle. She had a big impact because
she never stopped pushing me to get better at the
ACT. She always pushed me to find and attend a
school that was a perfect match. Mrs. Bogle was
a second mom that always looked out for me and
always wanted the greatest out of me. Shaan is a
student at Drury University.
Tyler Violet (‘16)
My favorite teachers were always kind and willing to
help. They didn’t just help with school work, but with
life as well. We have more than a teacher-student
relationship, more like a close friend. They showed me
in a kind way what I did wrong and multiple solutions
to fix it. They have made a big impression on me and
showed me how to be better at a lot of things. They
always had smiles on their faces, which always helps.
Tyler is a student at Fort Lewis College.
Savannah Mosier (‘17)
There is something about Mr. Breig’s character
that made me feel that he really cared about my
academic success as well as my personal well-being.
He always was able to fully explain any questions I
had regarding a topic we covered in his class. The
way in which he carried himself made him very easy
to approach and ask questions. Savannah is a student
at the University of Minnesota-Rochester.
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Ryan Peake (‘12)
I attended Riverfield from K – 12th grade and had the
privilege of learning from many different educators.
Overall, many staff members contributed to my success,
but three impacted my life significantly. Mr. Hodges
supported me academically throughout Upper School.

He always motivated me to be a better student. As
Mr. Hodges motivated me academically, Mrs. Bogle
supported me with my college plans and long-term
goals. With her help, I was able to attend Texas Christian
University. Finally, Mr. Bogle was my coach for multiple
sports. He modeled good sportsmanship on and off
the field. From him, I learned team work, perseverance,
and a strong work ethic. Ryan works in Controls and
Compliance at Textron Specialized Vehicles.
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B udget R elief

T oday

for

Day-to-day life at Riverfield is made possible financially by tuition and generous donations. The Raven
Fund, $10,000 Raff le, the Raven Classic golf tournament, and RFA fundraising help fill the gap between
the cost of education and the income from tuition. Those who donate, volunteer, or otherwise support the
school are appreciated beyond words.

A walk around Riverfield’s campus immediately calls to mind the many reasons to support
the Raven Fund. Everywhere there are students actively engaged in experiential education
on a campus rich in resources – not the least of which is the amazing faculty. They not only
inspire and challenge our students, but they also recognize the importance of supporting
the Raven Fund. For more details about how the Raven Fund supports programming at
Riverfield, see the enclosed Fundraising Guide, or contact Patti Grice, Director of Giving,
at pgrice@riverfield.org or 918-446-3553.

RAVEN FUND GIFTS AND PLEDGES THROUGH DECEMBER 15, 2017
GIFTS
RECEIVED

120 GIFTS
100 GIFTS
2017-18 GOAL
24 GIFTS

$93,044 (34% OF $270,000 GOAL)

RIVERFIELD

RFA
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FA MIL Y
AS S O C IATIO N

PARENTS

STAFF

7 GIFTS

GRANDPARENTS ALUMNI
PARENTS

2 GIFTS
ALUMNI

Beginning the semester with a Volunteer Breakfast, the Riverfield Family Association (RFA)
enjoyed a jam-packed fall. Mother daughter duos enjoyed a tea party hosted by Gena and
Isabella Dupus at the year’s first Sign-Up Party. Our highly motivated students helped
bring in $54,000 in donations and sponsorships for the Run for Riverfield, the RFA’s Fall
Fundraiser. The culmination occurred on Visiting Day: a Fun Run with students through 5th
grade and a Color Run for the older students along with a number of brave adults. Next on
the RFA agenda is March 3rd’s 2018 Sapphire Celebration. Plans are already underway with
the theme of Santorini Nights led by Auction Chair Randa Briggs. Volunteers, sponsorships,
donations, and generous bidders are all needed to make this event a big success. Everyone
is invited to be involved and join the fun.
- Virginia Eddleman, RFA President

I nvesting

in

T omorrow

Capital, endowment, and planned gifts are the ultimate investment in Riverfield’s future and allow the dreams
of our school to be realized. Donations can be unrestricted or designated by the donor for use in support
of specific programs, initiatives, or building and renovation projects. These gifts help provide a stable and
f lexible financial foundation upon which creativity and innovation can f lourish. For additional information
on Investing in Tomorrow at Riverfield, please review the enclosed Guide to Fundraising at Riverfield or
contact Tracy Lee Emmons, Director of Major Gifts, at temmons@riverfield.org or 918-794-8408.
Thank you to everyone who stopped by the INSPIRED Campaign display during Visiting Day
and Riverfield Rocks the Cain’s. We received lots of feedback and excitement about Riverfield’s
capital campaign to build a Creative Arts Center and update the Clark Gymnasium. The
campaign display proudly featured the INSPIRED voices of Erica Barnard’s 2015 Forest
Class and Chris Cook’s current Urban Design students and their contributions to the location
and design of our future Creative Arts Center.
Student and community interest in Riverfield’s art and athletic programs is continually
growing, and we must provide the programming and facilities needed to keep up with our
young people’s talents. The INSPIRED Capital Campaign will provide our students with
the tools, programs, and spaces necessary to excel in their artistic and athletic interests. We
are excited about what the future of Riverfield holds as we expand our facilities to offer
growth opportunities for current and future students.
Riverfield Creative Arts Center

Riverfield
Creative
Center
– Laura
and DanArts
Smolen,
INSPIRED
Campaign
Chairs
Riverfield
Creative
Arts Center
Designed by students in Urban Issues Studio

Designed by students in Urban Issues Studio

Designed by students in Urban Issues Studio

Special thanks to Urban Issues Studio students Adam Bates, Drew Dozier, Hannah Special thanks to Urban Issues Studio students Adam Bates, Drew Dozier, Hannah
Grenier, Jack Hendrix, Emma Redmond, Shashu Singh, and Peyton Smith for their Grenier, Jack Hendrix, Emma Redmond, Shashu Singh, and Peyton Smith for theirSpecial thanks to Urban Issues Studio students Adam Bates, Drew Dozier, Hannah
Grenier, Jack Hendrix, Emma Redmond, Shashu Singh, and Peyton Smith for their
hard work and dedication.

hard work and dedication.

hard work and dedication.

Riverfield is honored to participate in the Tulsa-wide marketing campaign Legacy Tulsa
featured in a specialty issue of Tulsa People magazine in January. Leaving a legacy to
Riverfield is as simple as a sentence in your estate documents. If you have already turned
your passion for Riverfield into a part of your legacy, thank you for your dedication to
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Riverfield’s future.
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sponsored by Tulsa Community Foundation. As a Legacy Partner, Riverf ield will be

Non-Discriminatory Statement: Riverfield Country Day School is a nonprofit, independent school with no religious affiliation. Riverfield is a
welcoming community that strives to treat everyone fairly. All decisions
regarding admissions, employment, administration, and student and faculty
life are made without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry,
ethnicity, age, disability, gender, sexual orientation, marital or family status,
or any other criteria prohibited by law. All rights, privileges, educational,
athletic, school-administrated programs, and activities made available by
the school are extended to all students, families, faculty, and staff.

2433 West 61st Street
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74132
918.446.3553
riverfield.org

Saturday, March 3, 2018

