
24 hours after a 
snow day, the white 
stuff was melting ... 
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By Andrew Jordan 
NEWS EDITOR 

 
 Through the years of its ex-
istence, the human race has 
gone through countless out-
breaks of deadly diseases, from 
the Black Plague to the more 
recent Ebola outbreak. It seems 
as though every year there is a 
new outbreak of some previous-
ly unknown strain, and this year 
is no different.  
  According to Oklahoma 
State University health officials 
who are monitoring the virus 
along with the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, coronavirus (2019
-nCoV) is believed to have orig-
inated in a large seafood and 
animal market in Wuhan, China 
a few weeks ago in December.  
 From the Wuhan province, 
the virus has been painting a 
swath of sickness across the 
Chinese mainland.  
 As of this writing on Feb. 4, 
according to Time.com, there 
have been over 20,000 world-
wide cases and over 400 report-
ed deaths so far. 
 This virus has some similari-
ties to the SARS virus that rav-
aged China and Hong Kong 
years ago. It targets the respira-
tion system of the infected hu-
man, and it is similar to a more 
infectious version of pneumo-
nia.  
 The first two deaths outside 
China have been reported within 
the last few weeks, one in the 
Philippines, and one in the city-
state of Hong Kong. These two 
deaths present a large increase 
in the spread of the virus, al-
ready eclipsing the 8,000 of the 
SARS viruses.  
 China has taken major steps 
to contain this virus, including 
building a containment hospital 
in less than 10 days.  
 As the virus continues to 
spread, some countries are clos-
ing their borders, such as Tai-
wan. Along with other countries 
evacuating their citizens from 
Wuhan, they have stopped of-
fering flights to China.  
 As the coronavirus spreads, 
we can only wait and see how 
the situation progresses. 

Chinese 
corona-
virus 
spreads 

Online: riverfield.org/community/studentnewspapers.cfm 

‘Little Shop of Horrors’ cast announced 

By Brenden Paul 
STAFF WRITER 

 

T 
omorrow, the RCDS Varsity Academ-
ic Bowl team will be participating in 
the OSSAA Class 2A State Champi-
onship at Redlands Community Col-
lege in El Reno.  

      RCDS qualified for the tournament as a result of 
winning their Jan. 18 Area tournament in Drum-
mond. They will face seven other tough teams in an 
8-team bracket comprised of Class 2A Area Cham-
pions and Runners-Up. RCDS enters the State Tour-
nament as the top seed for the second year in a row, 
averaging 356.67 points per game.   
 The team is feeling confident after crushing vic-
tories in Districts, Regionals, and Area. They are 
ready to win their second consecutive State Champi-
onship. This year’s team is undefeated throughout 
OSSAA play, currently showcasing a 9-0 record.  
 RCDS will be taking on Alex in the first round, a 
team that comes into the tournament having aver-
aged 132.50 points per game in the Area tournament.  
 Round 1 begins at 10 a.m., with the final round 
being played around 3 p.m. An awards ceremony 
will be held afterward, and RCDS hopes to take 
home their second straight State Championship tro-
phy.  
 If you want to support the team, make the two-
hour drive down to El Reno and watch this power-
house compete at State. If you can’t make it, be sure 
to wish the team members good luck.   

This year’s Varsity Academic Bowl team is comprised of students in 

their freshmen through senior years. They are capably coached by Herr 

Day, Mr. Wilson, and Everett LeViness.              PHOTO BY BOBBY BRUMMETT 

 

Academic Bowl  
goes to State 

By Catie Doerr 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

 

 The list is finally here! Mrs. 
Brillhart (aka Ms. Hunt) has 
released the official cast list for 
Riverfield Theatre Co.’s spring 
musical, “Little Shop of Hor-
rors.” For everyone who has 
been waiting for the list, here it 
finally is.  

CAST LIST 
 
Audrey: Belle Maxey/Ar i 
Sanders 
Seymour: Ethan Shaw 
Mushnik: Andrew Jordan 
Dentist: Alex Smith 
Ronnettes: Carson Chomosh, 
 Tara Fritts, Mallory Stinnett  
Audrey 2: Miles Capehar t 
Ronnette Understudies:  

 Catie Doerr, Halle Doll, 
 Gracie Rowell 
Musnik Understudy:  
 Anna Tidmore 
Dentist Understudy:  
 Hannah Davis 
Chorus: Lilly Baugher , Circe 
 Boston, Breyan Chan, Grace 
 Dalton, Hannah Davis, Catie 
 Doerr, Halle Doll, Ava 
 Fritts, Kendall Graves, Jessi-

 ca Hartwig, Finn Murdock,  
 Gracie Rowell, Erica Silas,    
 Anna Tidmore, Elizabeth 
 Williamson, and Heidi Wil-
 liamson  
 
 The musical will be per-
formed May 8-10 at a location 
to be determined. Tickets will 
go on sale two weeks before. 
Mark your calendars now!  
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The varsity basketball teams will play home games against  
olive tonight in the blue gym (girls 6:30, BOYS 8:00) …  

 Congratulations to all of our 
past MVPs! Another round of 
very good athletes deserves the 
spotlight in this issue. 
 Both of these players have 
been standouts for their respec-
tive teams. Both play multiple 
sports, and they are very good at 
all the sports they play. Basket-
ball, Tennis, and Soccer are the 
sports they have in common. 
 Both of these players are 
sophomores, and they are true 
competitors. . 
 Kirsten Clary – Kirsten is 
just starting off playing basket-
ball this season and has already 
been improving her game, earn-
ing herself a starting position 
week in and week out. Putting 
in extra work is always a good 
sign of a quality player with 
integrity. Kirsten plays hard, 
rebounds, and she is a great 
teammate. She has helped the 
girls team in many ways over 
the last few weeks and is devel-
oping into a future star. She is 
also a very talented soccer play-
er, as well as a participant on 
the Girls state tennis team. 
 Caden Kesselring – Caden 

has a natural gift for athletics. 
He is always working on his 
game, no matter what sport. He 
is a state-qualifying cross coun-
try runner, a state-level tennis 
player, and an All-Conference 
basketball player. Caden has 
been a starter for most of his 
career, and right off the bat he 
has proved why. His ability to 
find passing lanes and dribbling 
lanes helps his team a lot. Ca-
den is a tremendous athlete and 
is always trying to build up his 
teammates. He is a joy to watch 
in any sport he plays. 
 Congratulations to both ath-
letes on their successes so far 
this season. I firmly believe 
they both will keep working 
hard and continue to succeed, 
helping their teams in the 
playoffs this year. 

CLARY and kesselring  
always help their teams  

Kirsten and Caden are good examples of sophomore talent.   
PHOTOS BY JACK BLUHM 

By Jon Morley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 The NHL playoffs will 
start before you know it. Some 
teams already have playoff 
potential by holding onto their 
division title. Some teams are 
trying to make the wild card 
spot.  
 It is not the same as in 
baseball, where they play one 
game. In hockey, it is a series. 
So the teams that make the 
wild card spot will go head-to-
head in a three or four game 
series to see who moves on to 
the next round and who goes 
home.  
 Now let’s see who will be 
in the 2020 NHL Stanley Cup 
playoffs so far.  
 My first prediction is the 
Washington Capitals. They 
have had a really good season 
this year, and I see them con-

tinuing that success into the 
playoffs.  
 Next is the Boston Bruins. 
They had a really good run 
last year and made it to the 
finals. But unfortunately, they 
came up short and lost to the 
St. Louis Blues in Game 7 of 
the finals. They will be look-
ing for another chance to   
bring the cup back to Boston. 
 For my third prediction, I 
pick the Blues to keep their 
success going this year and 
repeat the title from last year.  
 Finally, I see the Vancou-
ver Canucks staying in first 
place and winning their divi-
sion to go to the playoffs.  
 What about the wild card?  
I see it as the Golden Knights 
vs. the Arizona Coyotes.  
 So that is it. Go watch the 
rest of the NHL season and 
see who will be making the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

It’s time for NHL 
playoff predictions 

 Most 
Valuable 
Players 

By Jack Bluhm 
 

By Jon Morley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 The Tulsa Drillers have an-
nounced they are extending 
their nets all the way down the 
foul line for fan safety. Appar-
ently the baseballs are coming 
off the bat faster than ever in the 
past few years, and there have 
been way too many injuries. 
 This is not just a Drillers 
phenomenon. All over the 
MLB, there have been injuries. 
So now, basically every MLB 
ballpark needs to have extended 

nets that go down to the foul 
line because fan safety is being 
considered very seriously now.  
 To quote one of my fellow 
bat boys, Brenden Paul said he 
was working the away side dur-
ing one game when a line drive 
came into the crowd and hit a 
fan in the neck. The fan started 
to bleed from his neck and had 
to be carried off in a stretcher. 
 That is a good reason we 
need to have extended nets. 
Some fans don’t pay attention to 
the game, and they can get se-
verely injured. When you are at 

Tulsa Drillers’ net expansion 

By Jon Morley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 

 Super Bowl LIV is one for 
the books now. Sunday night’s 
matchup was a really good 
game between the Kansas City 
Chiefs and the San Francisco 
49ers that was close until the 

final minute.  
 It didn’t seem like either 
team was going to run away 
with this game and win it all. 
But when the game ended, the 
final score was 31-20 in favor of 
the Chiefs. For the first time in 
50 years, the Chiefs won the 
Super Bowl and brought the 

championship home to Kansas 
City.  
  During the halftime show, 
entertaining performances 
were given by Jennifer Lopez 
and Shakira, along with guest 
appearances by J Balvin, Bad 
Bunny, and Lopez’s daughter, 
Emme Muñiz.  
 It was an OK show. I knew 
at least one song they sang, but 
more people knew more than 
me.  
 Many people say the com-
mercials are the best during the 
Super Bowl, but this year I 
thought the game itself was 
definitely the best part. It was 
close until the final minute of 
the game, which always makes 
for an exciting game.  
 I am looking forward to 
seeing who will play in next 
year’s Super Bowl, and hope-
fully it will be another good 
game then.  

Interview with coach bogle 

Coach Bogle is very proud of all the banners Raven athletes have on dis-

play in the Blue Gym.                                                   PHOTO BY QUINTEN NOKES 

By Jon Morley 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 In addition to his roles as 
Head of the Upper School and 
Athletic Director, Mr. Jason 
Bogle also coaches the Varsity 
Boys basketball team. I met 
with him last week to find out 
how the season is going. 
 
Jon: It’s basketball season 
now, and Riverfield has three 
varsity teams: Junior Varsity 
Boys, Varsity Boys, and Varsity 
Girls. We don’t hear much 
about Junior Varsity Boys. 
Who’s on that team? 
Coach Bogle: It’s all under -
classmen: freshmen and sopho-
mores. Caleb Chesher, Hayden 
Grenier, Drew Heinig, Casey 
Owens, Dallas Nation, and Jack 
Thomas are on the team this 
year. 
J: How is the team doing?  
CB: Really well! They have 
won more than they’ve lost, and 
they’ve done a really good job. 
J: How’s the Varsity Boys 
team doing this year? What are 
their chances of winning confer-
ence and state championships?  
CB: We are tied for  fir st, so 
we have a good chance to win 
conference. There will be a few 

more home games. They are 
seeded No. 1 in District, so I 
really like our chances there, 
too. 
J: And the Varsity Gir ls 
team? 
CB: The gir ls probably won’t 
win conference, but they will 
finish strong. They could win 
districts and play in regionals.  
J: What are your  favor ite 
things about coaching? 
CB: Being par t of the team, 
working with Coach Brummett, 

and working hard to accomplish 
our goals. 
J: How would the proposed 
gym expansion affect our bas-
ketball programs? 
CB: It will affect them in a big 
way! We need a weight room, a 
film room, and room for two 
teams to practice at the same 
time. We need more space so 
we can host tournaments. The 
expansion will really change 
everything. 
J: Thanks for  your  time!  

a baseball game, you should pay 
attention so you won’t end up 
getting injured by a ball that 
goes out of play.  
 But the next time you go to a 
Drillers game, you will see that 
the nets have been extended for 
your safety. You won’t have to 
worry about getting hit by a 
baseball.  
 The Tulsa Drillers’ Opening 
Day is April 9 vs. the Frisco 
RoughRiders. Get your tickets 
now, and be there! Hopefully 
you’ll see the Drillers pull off a 
win.  

Congrats to the Kansas City Chiefs! 

The Chief’s QB Patrick Mahomes, named MVP of the game, celebrates 

his team’s win at the end of the game.                                     PHOTO: FLICKR 
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NO SCHOOL ON 
PRESIDENTS DAY, 2/17 …  

By Will Dozier  
STAFF WRITER 

 
 After the untimely passing 
of Mac Miller, his story was 
left unfinished.  
 In August 2018, Miller was 
working on a lot of music fol-
lowing the release of his al-
bum, “Swimming.” However 
only a month after the album’s 
release, Miller died of an acci-
dental overdose, leaving a lot 
of his best work unfinished.  
 Now, thanks to the dedicat-
ed work of close friend and 
producer Jon Brion, Miller’s 
late vision has been fulfilled 
on his retrospective album, 
“Circles.” 
 “Circles” continues with 
the psychedelic and Neo-Soul 
sound of “Swimming,” but 
digs deeper into the psyche of 
the musician. Compared to his 
earlier work, Miller’s vocals 
possess more subtlety, coming 
off as singing instead of rap-
ping. Themes of depression 
and death come in inevitably, 
but the deliver is striped down 
enough to feel true and im-
pactful. 
 This is best epitomized by 
Good News, which contains 
lyrics exploring thought loops 
of melancholy and fate in spo-
ken word. The song is colored 
by light and jazzy bass and 
guitar. 

 However, despite the hazy 
sound of the record, there is a 
lot of diversity in style and 
ideas, best contrasted by “Blue 
World.” Mac and producer 
Brion tastefully bring an excit-
ing electronic edge with “Blue 
World,” contrasting the mel-
low sounds on the later tracks. 
 Another highlight track is 
“Hand Me Downs,” showing 
up late in the track list. The 
song is probably the best look 
into the artist before his death, 
being one of the most soulful 
songs the musician has made. 
 Overall, “Circles,” is one 
of Mac Miller’s best albums to 
date, and provides great clo-
sure to the musician’s discog-
raphy. 
 I give this album 4 ravens. 

MUSIC REVIEW:   
Mac Miller’s ‘Circles’ 

By Mason Malloy 
REVIEWS EDITOR 

 
 2019 was a good year for 
gaming. Many great titles 
were released, such as “Call of 
Duty: Modern Warfare.” But 
after reading some of the titles 
coming out this year, it blows 
last year completely out of the 
water.  
 Here are just a few of the 
titles being released this year.  
 First off, there will be  
“The Last of Us 2,” the sequel 
to the zombie franchise that 
took the gaming nation by 

storm back in 2013. Not much is 
known about the story of the 
sequel, but if it took this long to 
produce a second game, the sto-
ry should be as good as the first 
one. The release is scheduled for 
May 29. 
 Also this year, gamers will 
see “Watch Dogs: Legion,” the 
third in that franchise. (Release 
date not set.) 
 Coming up on Sept. 4 is 
“Marvel’s Avengers,” a take on 
the Marvel Universe, but differ-
ent from the MCU.  
 One of the games I am most 
excited for in 2020 is “Doom: 

MUSIC REVIEW:  
Korn’s ‘The Nothing’  

By Will Dozier 
FEATURES EDITOR 

 
 With the beginning of a new 
decade, there are many musical 
releases generating anticipation 
in 2020.  
 Already, there have been a 
few albums released that have 
started the year on a good note. 
For example, Mac Miller’s 
posthumous album, “Circles,” 
stands out as a highlight. The 
album digs deep into the 
thoughts of the rapper moments 
before his untimely death, com-
piling some of the best songs in 
his discography. (See review 
above.) 
 There are many more al-

bums to anticipate in 2020 as 
well. Just today, there are new 
albums by both Green Day and 
La Roux. 
 Later this month, singer, 
producer, and auteur, Grimes, 
will release her long-awaited 
follow up to 2015’s “Art An-
gels,” with “Miss Anthropo-
cene,” a science fiction concept 
album about combating climate 
change.  
 Additionally, on Feb.14 
Tame Impala will release “The 
Slow Rush,” the follow-up to 
“Currents.” 
 According to NME, The 
1975, who visited Tulsa’s BOK 
Center in late November, may 
release “Notes on a Conditional 

Form” this month as well. 
 Outside releases, this year 
will see the return of many of 
the best alternative rock bands 
from the ’90s and 2000s. Rap-
Punk legends Rage Against the 
Machine and emo heroes My 
Chemical Romance have reunit-
ed for tour dates throughout the 
year.  
 Also, according to Conse-
quence of Sound, the Strokes 
will reunite and likely release an 
album in the coming months. 
 Music fans will also antici-
pate unconfirmed albums from 
Foo Fighters, The xx, The Cure, 
BTS, King Krule, NoName, and 
many others. 2020 will be an 
exciting year. 

The chase experience 
By Andrew Jordan 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 Previously … Chase and 
Cassie’s group enters a room in 
the HQ and comes face to face 
with the Administrator …  
 
 “Please, take a seat,” the 
Administrator said as he pointed 
toward a heavily padded couch 
in his office. The team members 
reluctantly sat down on the 
couch, and the four or so who 
couldn’t fit on the couch stood 

against the wall behind it.  
 Will stood over them, hand 
on his holster, ready to draw at a 
moment’s notice. 
 “So, it’s been so long since 
we’ve talked. Let’s catch up, 
shall we?” the Administrator 
started, drawing a chair from a 
table nearby and placing it in 
front of the couch.  
 Will took a spot by the Ad-
ministrator’s shoulder, scanning 
the room for threats.  
 “So, how has our most suc-
cessful test subject been?” he 

asked, looking at Cassie. “It’s 
been, what? Two years now 
since you left our care.”   
 Cassie looked up, anger 
building in her face. “Care?! 
You turned me into something 
that can never be overturned. 
You turned me into a monster!” 
she spat.  
 The Administrator’s smile 
dimmed a little. “I didn’t think 
you would be so ungrateful after 
all we’ve done for you,” he said, 
then turned to Chase. 
 “And you, the prodigal son. 
We poured a lot of resources 
into you. You would’ve been a 
great help to us. Too bad some-
one let you get away,” he said, 
shooting a glance at Will over 
his shoulder.  
 The young man turned his 
eyes toward the floor. 
 One of the Administrator’s 
guards spoke up. “Sir, one of 
the members of the Council is 
here — the one from Site 19.”  
 The Administrator frowned. 
“I didn’t know Blackbird would 
be here so soon,” he sighed, 
then turned back to the group. 
“Anyway, I will bid you fare-
well. And Commander …” he 
turned to Will. “Do what I or-
dered,” he said.  
 Will locked eyes with Chase 
and sent a shiver down his 
spine. 
 “Yes sir.” 

… to be continued  

Eternal,” a sequel to the 2016 
reboot of Doom. It is sched-
uled for release on March 20, 
and I predict it will be a best-
seller this year.  
 Last but certainly not least, 
the most anticipated game of 
this year is likely “Halo: Infi-
nite,” where Master Chief is 
back again. It will be released 
in time for the holidays. Let’s 
see if it will be a little better 
than “Halo 5: Guardians” was. 
 Overall, there are many big 
titles coming out this year, and 
hopefully they will be just as 
good as gamers anticipate. 

ALBUM COVER: WIKIPEDIA 

creative fiction 

Games to be released in 2020 

By Mason Malloy 
REVIEWS EDITOR 

 
 Back in 2016, people were 
quite disappointed with “The 
Serenity of Suffering” by Korn. 
They felt as if the band was los-
ing its unique sound since the 
release of “Follow the Leader” 
in 1998.  
 Fans were also skeptical 
when they listened to Korn’s 
newest album, “The Nothing,” 
released last September. But as 
soon as I and many others heard 
this metal album, we realized 
the band made up for those al-
bums that were not as good as 
“Issues” and “Follow the Lead-
er.” 
 Some of my favorites from 
“The Nothing” are “Cold” with 
its similar guitar styles to older 
music of the band, but also in-
troducing a unique sound, which 
is similar to Slipknot’s sound, of 
which I am a huge fan. I also 
like Korn’s “Idiosyncrasy,”  as 
the vocalist of the band, Jona-
than Davis, adds deep bellows 
similar to that of death metal but 
still, somehow, keeping that 
unique Korn sound.  
 Overall, I think this is a huge 
landmark for the future of heavy 

metal and hard rock. This is the 
best album Korn has released in 
a long time, and I hope their 
future music will be similar to 
this.  
 The band has hit the nail on 
the head, and they have found 
their niche and their own unique 
sound. All bands should keep 
their unique sound but should 
innovate as well.  
 If you are into heavy metal, 
you should definitely give this 
masterpiece of an album a lis-
ten. I give “The Nothing” 5 out 
of 5 ravens.  

Albums to be released in 2020 ALBUM COVER: WIKIPEDIA 

The Administrator has been pursuing Cassie and Chase for more than 

two years, during which he has used them in his experiments to create 

humans who can access greater powers in their brains. They now have 

become too much of a risk and threaten his plans.                 

 ILLUSTRATION BY PENNY MUSICK 

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE ON Feb. 21, look for articles on  
Kiss’ final tour, MLB spring training, reviews & more …  
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 Thankfully, the year 2020 
has not begun with a war be-
tween the United States and 
Iran.  
 However, this reality 
seemed in immense jeopardy 
mere weeks ago. On Jan. 7, in 
response to the killing of one 
of their top generals, Qasem 
Soleimani, Iran fired 15 mis-
siles at U.S.-occupied Iraqi 
bases, ten of which detonated 
successfully, according to the 
New York Times.  
 I believe that although the 
de-escalatory rhetoric and 
actions taken by both the Unit-
ed States and Iran is a positive 
sign, President Trump is ill-
equipped to handle such a 
sensitive situation. 
 According to the Washing-
ton Post, the Trump admin-
istration’s rhetoric regarding 
the reasoning for Soleimani’s 
killing is largely unverified 
and covers a political motive. 
 The President admitted 
privately that his actions were 
primarily done for their politi-
cal popularity, which is very 
concerning.  
 Magnifying the issue are 
comments by Secretary of 
Defense Mark Esper in which 
he said that there was no im-
minent Iranian threat to his 
knowledge, according to NPR. 
 This situation paints a pic-
ture of a lack of strategy and 
foresight, along with a disre-
gard for geopolitical circum-

stances. 
 President Trump has been 
notoriously dreadful at con-
ducting foreign policy. One 
need not look further than U.S. 
diplomatic efforts in Ukraine, 
Venezuela, NATO, China, 
Russia, and the EU, among 
numerous others, to be con-
vinced of this.  
 The use of non-traditional 
methods, especially the em-
ployment of Rudy Giuliani as 
the President’s voice in places 
such as Ukraine and Venezue-
la, shows that the United 
States will be unable to ade-
quately maneuver this newest 
problem with Trump in office. 
 Unless the president sud-
denly learns how to properly 
conduct foreign policy or al-
lows career diplomats to actu-
ally do their jobs, both of 
which are highly unlikely, we 
may be headed for a collision 
course in the Middle East with 
Congress as the only possible 
barrier. But from what we’ve 
seen from the Iranian forces so 
far, I doubt this is the last 
we’ve seen of military engage-
ment with Iran. 

By Shashwat Singh 
OPINIONS EDITOR 

 
 President Trump delivered 
his annual State of the Union 
address Tuesday night in the 
wake of a hectic period for the 
president, and it showed.  
 Not all of the antics were his 
doing, of course, but he certain-
ly instigated some issues. For 
example, not shaking Speaker of 
the House Nancy Pelosi’s hand 
before the speech is inexcusable, 
according to Politico.  
 However, Democrats cer-
tainly did not attempt to tamp 
down the controversy during the 
address.  
 According to the Washing-
ton Post, Pelosi tore up her copy 
of the speech because she was 
angered by the mistruths spoken 
by the president.  
 The partisanship displayed 
on both sides of the aisle needs 
to be rectified in the near future 
for America to succeed as a na-
tion.  
 This year’s State of the Un-

ion address was much less poli-
cy-focused and more partisan 
than the first two of his tenure. 
 According to The Hill, 
members of The Squad (a group 
of freshman Democrats in the 
House) supported Pelosi’s an-
tics, while Republicans looked 
to censure her in the House. 
 Such politicalization makes 
it seem as if there is no possible 
recourse, but there remains 
some hope for bipartisanship. 
 One portion of the presi-
dent’s address was surprisingly 
bipartisan. According to 
NBCNews, when the president 
spoke about the need for infra-
structure reform in the country, 
lengthy applause from all sides 
of the chamber ensued.  
 Impeachment has stalled the 
Senate for the last couple of 
weeks, Now that it is over, if the 
Republican and Democratic 
parties take steps to work to-
gether on solutions to infrastruc-
ture needs and other bipartisan 
issues, the future of politics in 
America will certainly brighten.   

Trump’s ‘state of the  
union 2020’ speech  

Repercussions of 
the Iran attacks  

By Ava Fritts 

Wacky 
WORLD 

Tumblegeddon strikes washington 
 Rush hour traffic is awful. 
Huge wrecks are just as bad, 
along with being a danger to 
those involved. Snowstorms? 
Well, if Oklahoma gets more 
snow, we could possibly be on 
par with the chaos that the occa-
sional traffic jam causes. 
 But on New Years Eve, 
2020, snowplows on the Wash-
ington state highway near Rich-

land were hard at work retriev-
ing stranded cars. However, 

 There are many benefits to 
composting. One advantage is 
gardening. On my farm, we 
use compost to grow vegeta-
bles and in the flower beds. 
Composting can turn many 
trash items into nutrients for 
plants.  
 Take eggshells, for in-
stance. When added to com-
post, they provide calcium, 
protein, and minerals. Banana 
peels supply nutrients directly 
to the plants while the peel 
breaks down.  
 Another excellent exam-
ple is coffee grounds. They 
soak up extra water and can 
keep slugs and snails away. 
 These products, when not 
composted, end up in the 
landfill which stinks and is 
typically too full.  
 Composting also helps 
with using grass-eating ani-
mal poop. It could help River-
field with their barn animal 
poop. Any animal that has a 
rumen can potentially help: 

alpacas, llamas, goats, donkeys, 
goats, cows, bunnies, or any 
animal that is vegetarian and 
eats hay and grass.  
 The downside with compost-

ing is the smell and the work it 
takes. Decomposing food and 
animal poop don’t smell pret-
ty, but if the container were 
put far enough away, it would-
n’t be too bad.  
 Composting does take 
some time and work. First, it 
all has to decompose, then it 
has to be planted.   
 The benefits outweigh the 
drawbacks because compost-
ing can save the planet by get-
ting rid of useful garbage. 

Composting: right & wrong 

there wasn’t a single snowflake 
in sight. “Tumblegeddon” as it 
was dubbed by the news, caused 
a real stir. The culprits were 
tumbleweeds. 
 That’s right, tumbleweeds. 
They piled up 20-30 feet high, 
shutting down the highway 
around 6:30 p.m. in both direc-
tions. They covered six vehicles, 
one of which was an 18-wheel 
semi. Officials worked the en-
tire night freeing the vehicles. 
 Videos on YouTube show 
workers tossing tumbleweeds 
farther down the pile sometime 
on Jan. 1, revealing a minivan. 
Luckily, there was nobody in-
side, and they were trying to see 
the license plate number. Anoth-
er video showed the tumble-
weeds as if they were an endless 
mound on the side of the road. 
 Drive safe, everyone. You 
never know when this world 
will throw you a curveball. 

 

By Shashwat Singh 
 

discourse 
civil 

These food items are acceptable for composting. 
PHOTO BY ANNA CLAIRE BOYD 

Fortunately, no one was injured.                                  PHOTO: KING 5 (YOUTUBE) 

 

By Anna Claire Boyd 
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Comments from our junior interns 
By Brenden Paul 

STAFF WRITER 

 
 Last week, the junior class 
took part in week-long intern-
ships at various companies 
around the Tulsa area. This was 
an opportunity for the students 
to get real world experience in 
careers they are interested in. I 
decided to talk to two students 
who had interesting choices.  
  
Brenden: Where did you do 
your internship, and who did 
you work with? 
Jack Bluhm: I interned at the 
Physical Rehab Center. I 
worked with Dr. Bryan Kootz, 
who graduated from Arizona 
State University. 
B: Why did you choose this 
business? 

J: Because I have an interest 
in pursuing a physical therapy 
career later in life. 
B: What are some interesting 
things you did during the week? 
J: I thought it was interesting 
to learn how to diagnose therapy 
patients with all sorts of differ-
ent ailments.  
B: Thanks, Jack. 
 
 Next, I talked to the Editor-
in-Chief of the Yearbook staff, 
Erik Overgaard. 
 
Brenden: Where did you de-
cide to go with your internship? 
Erik Overgaard: I went to 
work downtown at the Tulsa 
World. 
B: Who did you work with? 
E: I worked with Jason Col-
lington, a web editor for the 

paper. 
B: Why did you decide to in-
tern there? 
E: Because I am interested in 
photography from all my years 
in Yearbook. 
B: What interesting exper i-
ences did you have? 
E: On Monday, my supervisor  
took me to a town called Rose, 
Oklahoma, for a personal inter-
view. Later in the week, the 
senior photographer and I went 
to Flo’s Diner to take photos of 
popular desserts.  
B: Thanks for  your  time. 
 
 Thanks to both Jack and 
Erik, and be sure to look for 
them as well as the other juniors 
who can tell you about their 
interesting week at the Intern-
ship Fair on Feb. 24-25.  

THE COMMONS invites readers with opposing opinions to submit rebuttals to  
any and all opinion pieces. Send signed articles to: pdickey@riverfield.org. 


