
Robotics students  
utilize new Industri-
al Arts lab in LAC… 
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fia, and many others, were led by one or two Student Council 
members.  
 Macey Musick, 10th, said, “My favorite part of the retreat 
was rowing in a kayak with Kennedy and watching people 
fish. When Miranda got pushed in the water I was laughing but 
concerned she was gonna get eaten by fish or something.”  
 The second day of the retreat was spent at the Tulsa Zoo. 
Students and faculty were given free rein to wander and ad-
mire the various animals and exhibits at the zoo.  
 Although the Upper School goes to the zoo relatively often, 
this was the first time students were allowed to walk the cam-
pus of the zoo without designated groups and supervisors. 
 Though many funny and competitive events happened dur-
ing the retreat, the main goal for this field trip was to get stu-
dents and faculty in different grades, friend groups, and extra-
curriculars, to get to know each other.  
 “I think my favorite part of the retreat was whenever the 
groups were performing skits while we were eating dinner. It 
felt like we were a family watching a movie together,” said 
Eden Chilcoat, 9th.  

By Kirsten Clary 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 

O 
n September 2 and 3 the Student Council, in 
conjunction with the Upper School, once 
again hosted the Upper School Retreat.  
     While the event has been called a Cam-
pout in the past, Retreat seems a more apt 
title for the event, which was held over two 

days this year with no overnight.  
 The first day was spent at the Herman and Kate Kaiser 
YMCA, located a few minutes north of Riverfield. At the new-
ly renovated YMCA, there is a pool, splash pad, a small lake, a 
multitude of trail options, a disc golf course, and many other 
amenities.  
 Students reported that some of their favorite activities were 
the volleyball games, skits, and group rotation time.  
 The group rotation time was an hour and a half of different 
activities completed by students in randomized groups of 
about 16 people. Activities such as cup pong, Pictionary, ma-

Logan Moren and Caleb Walton kayak in the lake at the Kaiser YMCA on Sept. 2.                                                             PHOTO: CALLA ANDREWS 

 

IT’S FUN TO PLAY AT THE YMCA 

By Carter Burrage 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 I recently interviewed 38 
people and asked them to de-
scribe what going back to 
school was like in three words.   
 No matter if you have been 
at Riverfield for over 10 years 
or under 10 weeks, you might 
be surprised how many of you 
share similar feelings in the Up-
per School. 
 I noticed a pattern in the 
student responses. Many had 

mixed emotions between excite-
ment and nervousness:  
  
 “Excited,nervous, crazy.” 
                - Catie Doerr 
 

  “Exciting, Nerve-wracking, 
different.” 
                - Kayla Dempsey  
 

 “Exhausting, overwhelm-
ing, exciting.”  
            - Elizabeth Bader 
 

 Some were rather optimistic: 
 
 “Reunion, euphoric, hope-
ful.”               
              - Elle Kalcik 
 
 “It’s going alright.”  
                  - Ishan Mota 
 
 “Grateful, sentimental, 
exciting.”          
                  - Caden Kesselring 
 
 “Reckless, wild, enjoya-
ble.” 
             - Miles Daubert 

Students reflect on the beginning of school in three words 

 

 Some had more mixed feel-
ings than others: 
 
 “Not that terrible.” 
              - Thea Baskin  
 
 “Tiring long nights.” 
              - Emma England 
 
 “Very anxiety inducing.”         
              - Aubrey Hill 
 
 For many of you, this was 
my first time meeting you, and 
this allowed me to experience 
just how welcoming the stu-
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By Kirsten Clary 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 
 On this day, September 17, 
many interesting and significant 
events have occurred through-
out history.  
 NFL player Patrick Ma-
homes was born on this date in 
1995. In 1819, the first whaling 
ship arrived in Hawaii. Finally, 
the opening of the 1988 Olym-
pic Games in Seoul, South Ko-
rea, took place.
 The event I will focus on 
today, though, was in 1683. 
 Antonie Van Leeuwenhoek 
published his discovery of bac-
teria on this date in the Royal 
Society of England’s 
“Philosophical Transactions.” 
 Van Leeuwenhoek discov-
ered microscopic living things 
by making his own micro-
scopes. The microscopes were 
already advanced technology, 
but it is believed he also used 
special lighting, but the scientist 
was known for keeping his tech-
niques secret. 
 The Oxford dictionary de-
fines bacteria as “a member of a 
large group of unicellular mi-
croorganisms with cell walls but 
lack organelles and an orga-
nized nucleus, including some 
that can cause disease.”  
 Once Van Leeuwenhoek 
discovered this, the medical 
field made leaps and bounds 
towards a better understanding 
of health. Without Leeunwen-
hoek’s discovery of bacteria, 
millions of lives would be gone 
due to disease and other illness-
es, including COVID-19.  
 In conclusion, on this day in 
1683, the path of humanity was 
changed forever by microscopic 
science. 

This day 
in history 

Online: riverfield.org/community/studentnewspapers.cfm 

THE COMMONS 

dents of Riverfield can be.  
 Going up to participants for 
interviewshas helped me build 
more confidence in a short span of 
time than I could possibly imag-
ine. 
 Some students I have gotten to 
know more than others, but this 
project helped me get a surface-
level glimpse into a persons’ wor-
ries, opinions, and sense of hu-
mor.  
 I may be new to Riverfield, 
but I can easily say that I am  
happier than I expected to be here. 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2021 Published monthly by and for the Upper School students of Riverfield Country Day School in Tulsa, OK 
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“Outer Banks” meets expectations 
Anna Claire Boyd 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

 
 There are many different 
opinions about Netflix and 
whether the shows are decent. 
 I would defend Netflix in 
most cases, but lately, the 
shows have been very hit or 
miss.  
 One Netflix show that I 
wasn’t sure about was “Outer 
Banks”. Many of my friends 
had recommended it, but I was 
worried it would be another 
typical teen drama.  
 It turns out it was not as 
bad as I had predicted. A cou-
ple of things I enjoyed were 
the plot twists, character de-
velopment, and storyline.  
 The plot twists I can’t talk 
about because of spoilers but 
trust me, they are intense. The 
show is based around a myste-
rious sunken boat discovered 
by a group of teenagers. 
 As for characters, a few of 
the people I found bland, but 
most of the actors seemed like 
they had chemistry.  
 The storyline did have its 
plot holes, but most shows and 

movies do. It wasn’t terribly 
distracting. 
 What I did not like was the 
fact the characters are supposed 
to be 16 when the actors are all 
late 20’s and up.  
 Overall, I would give the 
show 3.5 ravens out of 5. I think 
it’s a pretty good show but I 
don’t think I would add it to my 
favorites list.  
 If you are a fan of shows 
like” Riverdale,” “Pretty Little 

 

GAME REVIEW: THE SIMS 3 VS 4 
 Sul sul, simmers (that 
means “hello” in simlish, the 
gibberish language used by 
sims!)  
 If you don’t know me, I 
love The Sims video games. I 
will use this space every other 
issue to talk about the game 
and give readers some top tips. 
 This month, I will be com-
paring The Sims 3 and The 
Sims 4. Both the games are 
available on Origin.  
 Let's start by saying that 
there are both good and bad 
things about each game.  
 First, Create A Sim (CAS). 
In The Sims 3, there are limits 
to how your Sims look. There 
are sliders and they limit the 
sim's looks and can be hard to 
use.  
 The good part of CAS in 
The Sims 3 lies within the trait 
section. There are a lot of 
traits to choose from and are 
available for all ages and not 
just limited to child, toddler, 
adult, etc.  
 There are also lifetime 
wishes you can set for your 
characters such as 
“International Superspy” or “5 
Star Chef”.  
 In the favorites section, 
you can choose your sim’s 
favorite food, music genre, 
and color. You can even 
choose their zodiac signs.  
 In The Sims 4, CAS is a 
lot more advanced. Instead of 
sliders, you can push and pull 
anywhere on your sim’s body. 
You can also choose their 
walk style.  
 However, the trait section 
isn’t as good as the previous 
game. There are significantly 
fewer traits available. The 
lifetime wishes are now aspi-
rations and are available for 
more ages. 
 The favorites section was-
n’t even in the base game until 
recently, and is now called 
Likes and Dislikes. There are 
only 20 favorites/least favor-

ites you can have so don’t fill it 
up, because the sims can gain 
their likes and dislikes in game.  
 Moving on to Build/Buy 
mode. In the Sims 3, Build/Buy 
mode are separate and you have 
to alternate between the two.  
 It is also difficult to build a 
house or any kind of building in 
the Sims 3 because the controls 
are a bit confusing.  
 However, you can create 
your own swatches with the 
color wheel.  
 In the Sims 4, Build/Buy 
mode is together and you do not 
have to alternate between the 
two. The controls are less con-
fusing and it is easier to build 
for the most part. 
 Unfortunately, the automatic 
roofing feature is not present in 
the Sims 4 and roofing can be a 
nightmare if you have an inter-
estingly shaped building.  
 Lastly, gameplay. In the 
Sims 3, the base game world is 

called Sunset Valley and has 
many residents who all have a 
story.  
 The game is also open 
world so there are barely any 
loading screens. 
 There are pools and cars in 
the base game. It basically is 
perfect gameplay wise and is 
entertaining. 
 The Sims 4, however, 
lacked intriguing gameplay 
when it was released back in 
September of 2014. It lacked 
toddlers, pools, and cars. Two 
out of those three things were 
eventually added into the 
game, but cars have yet to be 
released into the base game or 
any pack in the Sims 4.  
 Furthermore, the loading 
screens are everywhere in The 
Sims 4. You get a loading 
screen every time you go into 
a building and it gets really 
annoying. 
 Overall, I would say that 
the Sims 4 is slightly better, 
earning 4 out of 5 ravens. It's 
just so much more advanced 
and the graphics are way bet-
ter. 
 As for the Sims 3, I would 
give it 3.5 out of 5 ravens be-
cause it’s slower and more 
challenging for building sim-
mers like myself. 

Liars,” “Vampire Diaries,” or 
Gossip Girl,” “Outer Banks” 
might be up your alley. There 
are two seasons available to 
watch. 
  If you have any books, 
movies, or TV shows you 
would like me to review, feel 
free to contact me at 
anboyd22@riverfield.org. 
  

By Caleb Walton 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 Frisbee Friday is back, much 
to the delight of many of the 
Middle and Upper schoolers at 
Riverfield. 
 Ultimate Frisbee Fridays 
were started by German and 
Philosophy teacher Herr Chris-
topher Day.  
 Even though most people 
had never had any experience 
with Ultimate Frisbee, a surpris-
ing amount of people showed 
up to learn and play.  
 The game's general rules go 
as follows: there is a throw-off, 
which is similar to a kickoff in 
football.  
 The frisbee is thrown from 
the defender's side to the offen-
sive side, where someone can 
either catch it or slap it down so 
that another player can pick it 
up and start play.  
 Once the disc is in 
someone's hands, the player 
with the Frisbee can only pivot. 
The player now only has 10 
seconds to get rid of the Fris-
bee, or it will be turned over.  
 The overall goal is to pass 

the frisbee until you reach the 
other team's endzone. Each time 
the Frisbee is thrown to some-
one in the endzone, it counts as 
one point.  
 So if you feel like you might 
want to try out ultimate Frisbee, 
it doesn't take any experience, 
and Herr Day would love to 
have you.  
 Watch your email for specif-
ics, but the group usually hits 
the Martha S. Clark field on 
Fridays after school.  

  

STUDENTS INVITED TO JOIN  
ULTIMATE FRISBEE FRIDAYS 

By Caleb Walton 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
 Real fans are finally back in 
the stands after the piped-in 
sound to replicate fan noise last 
year. Presumably, fans are excit-
ed to be back with their teams
(well, except Packers fans).  
 The season began on Sep-
tember 9 with the Dallas Cow-
boys vs. the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers.  
 It was a super close match 
ending in a winning field goal in 
the final seconds by the Bucs. It 
was an ugly game that the Bucs 
deserved to lose, but you know, 
Tom Brady doesn’t lose.  
 The following matchups 
were three days later, on Sun-
day. The Seattle Seahawks, 
Philadelphia Eagles, Houston 
Texans, Dallas Chargers, Pitts-
burgh Steelers, San Francisco 
49ers, Cincinnati Bengals (in 
overtime), Carolina Panthers, 

Arizona Cardinals, Kanssas City 
Chiefs, Miami Dolphins, Den-
ver Broncos, New Orleans 
Saints, and Los Angeles Rams 
were all victorious in their first 
week of the season.  
 On Sept. 13, the Baltimore 
Ravens took on the Las Vegas 
Raiders in Las Vegas for Mon-
day Night Football. 
 The game looked like Balti-
more had it in the bag despite 
numerous injuries that plagued 
their offense.  
 At the beginning of the 4th 
quarter, the Ravens were up 17-
10, but in a sudden turn of 
events, the Raiders scored 17 
points to match the Ravens 10 
in points to even out the score 
27-27. All this for a fumble that 
resulted in a touchdown making 
the final score 33-27 Raiders.  
 Over the next few weeks, 
teams will do battle, and the 
leaders for the season will begin 
to emerge. 

NFL Season kicks off 
across the country 

 

sophie 

simming 
with  

By Sophie Phillips 

Sophie regularly plays both versions of the popular game, The Sims. 
PHOTO: EA.COM 

The second season of “Outer Banks” was released on July 30. 
PHOTO: NETFLIX.COM 

Calla Andrews plays Ultimate 
Frisbee in 2019. 

PHOTO: JOURNALISM STAFF 

The Kansas City Chiefs defeated the Cleveland Browns on Sept. 9. 
PHOTO: ARROWHEADPRIDE.COM 
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PHOTO ESSAY: CLASSES, CAMPOUT, AND MORE 
1. Nya Barnard and Jack 
Thomas use one of their 
free periods to work in 
the art room. 
 
2. Caleb Corbin, Kirsten 
Clary, and Macey Musick 
hand out treats from Stu-
dent Council on the first 
week of school. 
 
3. Carter Burrage works 
with Kayla Dempsey in 
Mr. Wright’s Speech 
class. 
 
4. Herr Sturgeon address-
es Brogan Hotz and 
classmates in German on 
August 16. 

1. Miles Daubert, Alexa Deys, and 
Charlie Jones at the First Friday so-
cial. 
 

2. Freshmen and sophomores near the 
slip and slide at the social event. 
 

3 and 4. Josh Layne, Trey Pope, Bro-
dy Thomas, and PJ Nelson enjoy the 
inflatable slide. 
 

5. Blu Chan, Tobit Hale, Elizabeth 
Bader, and Thea Baskin at the Aug. 
20 event. 

1. Circe Boston paddles a 
kayak on the lake at the 
Kaiser YMCA during the 
Upper School Retreat, held 
Sept. 2-3. 
 
2. Calla Andrews, Jack 
Thomas, Nya Barnard, and 
Elle Kalcik at the Tulsa 
Zoo Gift Shop on Friday, 
Sept 3. 
 
3 Katy Coutant and Eden 
Chilcoat fish at the 
YMCA’s stocked lake.  
 
5. Student Council mem-
bers enthusiastically serve 
pizza at the YMCA’s am-
phitheater before beginning 
group activities.  
 
6. Members of one of the 
campout groups take a bow 
after performing a skit at 
the retreat. 

1 

1 

1 
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WAYS TO CELEBRATE 918 DAY 

Kirsten Clary 
STAFF WRITER 

 
 September 18th, otherwise 
known as 918 Day in Tulsa, is 
a day of fun and festivities 
around the city.  
 As you may know, 918 is 
the area code for Tulsa-based 
phone numbers and the reason 
for the festivities.  
 The event was founded 
four years ago as a way to cel-
ebrate what Tulsa has to offer 

 Hello Raven Nation! 
 Thank you to our students, 
teachers, staff, and families for 
a great first four weeks of 
school. It has been a wonderful 
start to the school year! 
 As we move into the year, 
we are ready to enjoy many of 
the events that have become 
Riverfield traditions.  
 The Campout/Retreat was 
awesome and a nice way to 
spend time with both new and 
old friends.  
 The Run for Riverfield 
kicks off this week, and Game 
Night, Family Campout, and the 
Raven Classic Golf tournament 
are all in the next few weeks. 

 Wonderful things are hap-
pening all over campus. Cross 
Country began their season this 
week at the Owasso Invitational. 
 The fall play, Alice in Won-
derland, had tryouts this week 
and will begin rehearsals soon. 
 Academic Bowl, Tennis, 
Speech and Debate, Rock Band, 
and Basketball are all preparing 

for games, competitions, and 
performances. 
 Continue to show kindness 
and see the good in others. Go 
Ravens! 
 If you  know me, you know 
I like quotes. Below is one from 
the well-known speaker and 
coach, John Wooden.  
 
 “Success is peace of mind 
which is a direct result of self-
satisfaction in knowing you 
did your best to become the 
best you are capable of becom-
ing.” 
              - John Wooden 

2021-22 year starting strong 

 

The Run for Riverfield  

Color Run is one of the most 

important fundraisers for 

our school. 

The Color Run will be held 

on September 22.  

Sign up at mybooster.com 

to help our school raise 

money toward Green School 

efforts such as LED lighting 

and recycling!  

FEATURES                                                                            4 In our next issue: academic bowl begins its  
season, rcds and nba basketball predictions... 
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By Brenden Paul    By Mr. Bogle 

natION 
RAVEN 

LET YOUR VOICE BE  
R E A D 

You can write for the newspa-
per even if you are not in the 
class! Boost your resume or 
just share the stories you care 
about. 
 

Contact Editor-in-Chief Kirsten Clary 
(kiclary22@riverfield.org) or Adviser 
Mrs. Knight (bknight@riverfield.org 
to be featured in a future issue! 

 Tulsa Botanic Garden 
Admission for 2 people for $9.18 on Saturday, Sept. 18. Visitors can take a selfie at Tulsa flag 
selfie station.  
 

ahha Tulsa 
Local artist Matt Bearden will be designing and drawing a chalk mural on the front of ahha Tul-
sa utilizing the Tulsa Flag colors of blue, gold, red and bone. Selfies encouraged. 
 

Magic City Books 
9.18 % discount on all books. 
 

Pancho Anaya Bakery 
Churros filled with strawberry or Bavarian cream for $0.50 each. 
 

Mythic City 
Live screen printing t-shirts for $9.18. Soft Opening of new location in Mother Road Market. 
 

Gathering Place 
Branded water bottles for $9.18, as well as 918 Day T-shirts for sale. Free concert at the Quik-
Trip Great Lawn from 5-9 pm. 
 

FC Tulsa 
All Endline Tickets for FC Tulsa's match against Austin Bold FC on Saturday night are $9.18. 
Ticket Special Offer - https://fevo.me/fctulsa_918offer 
 

Made 

All purchases 9.18% off all purchases with mention of 918 Day. Over 100 local makers and 
artists. 

and support locally owned 
businesses.  
 This year the theme is the 
outdoors and is focuses on the 
various outdoor attractions 
Tulsa has to offer.  
 One of the activities the 
Tulsa-based bash is having this 
year is a city-wide scavenger 
hunt that’s going to take par-
ticipants all around the city. 
 The event is promoting 49 
different local businesses 
around town and with great 

city parks such as the Gather-
ing Place and many others, this 
event is sure to get Tulsans 
outside and active. 
 To support Riverfield 
while you celebrate this day, 
Monarchs on the Mountain is 
being held at Turkey Mountain 
from 10am-2pm on Saturday 
Sept. 18.  
 Below are a few of the 
other events and discounts 
available, courtesy of 
www.cityoftulsa.org. 

Copies of the 2020-2021 
yearbook are still available 

in the Journalism room! 
 
 
 

 

The book features 
144 full-color 
pages and a glow 
in the dark fea-
ture on the cover.  
 
$55 cash and 
check accepted. 

Official artwork for 918 Day 2021.                                                                                              ILLUSTRATION: CITYOFTULSA.ORG 


