4th - 5th Grades

Lower School

MATH
Math in the 4th and 5th grades is aligned both instructionally and by
approach with that of the 2nd and 3rd grades in that students continue to
build their conceptual understanding. Teachers base the curriculum
on best practices and state and national standards. Students engage
with the four main operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication,
and division, and with fractions, decimals, and geometry while
practicing and applying their foundational math skills. Since math
instruction benefits from collaboration, classes are lively and full
of journaling, discussion, debate, games, and other interactive
activities. The curriculum emphasizes real-world problem solving.
The focus of math during these years turns to preparing students
for the structure and complexity of Middle School mathematics.
Specific time is dedicated in the day for math exploration and
instruction, and classes are grouped by grade level. Tests, quizzes,
and grades are introduced during 4th grade.
Students are given many opportunities for practice and repetition
including extra flex-group time and online components such as IXL.
com. The material covered increases in complexity over the two
years as students master the skills and their knowledge of required
mathematical concepts.

LANGUAGE ARTS
After 3 grade at Riverfield children transition into a schedule
that includes a dedicated two hour block of literacy exploration.
The heart of the language arts curriculum in 4th and 5th grades
is a reading and writing workshop. The reading workshop is
comprised of three elements: independent reading, guided
reading, and literature study. Across these three elements,
students strive to develop reading strategies, rich vocabulary,
fluency, personal and contextual connections, and build
background knowledge. A writing workshop is a continuum
of writing stages that are on-going and fluid. The pacing and
topics for writing are student generated and the practice requires
stamina, focus, problem-solving strategies, and self-reliance.
The workshops are supports that work in an integrated manner
with content many times drawn from collaboratively read
books, students’ interests, and ongoing investigations stemming
from topics of world awareness and science.
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SCIENCE
Science is taught in a two-year rotation. Ongoing studies include
the scientific method, lab techniques and safety, and care and
concern for the environment. A revolving curriculum addresses
earth, space, life, and physical sciences. Topics such as rocks and
minerals, oceans, weather and climate, dinosaurs and fossils,
the solar system, biomes, animal behavior, the human body,
magnets and electricity and motion and design are explored
through discussion, hands-on experiments, research projects
and collaborative activities. The campus is also a major part of
the 4th and 5th curriculum; utilizing the trails and barnyard in
our studies help to reinforce the curriculum.

SOCIAL STUDIES
The social studies curriculum is built on a two-year rotation.
Current events are an important part of class discussion and are
investigated throughout both years of the rotation. The revolving
curriculum is based on a “Local to Global” format with the students
gaining a comprehensive worldwide perspective. This includes the
study of oceans and continents/countries, latitude and longitude,
and an exploration of our physical, social, and political world. A
local focus explores the growth of our nation including the Civil
War, states and capitals, government, and Oklahoma/Tulsa history.

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL ASPECT
At Riverfield Country Day School great attention is given to the social-emotional
needs of children. Self-regulation is supported by a knowledge of age appropriate
practices, availability of quiet spaces and incorporation of movement and music.
Self-identity and empathy are developed through discussion and activities focused
on communication, understanding of emotions and conflict resolution. Educators
intentionally personalize the students experiences in order to support confidence
and competency. Collaboration and project based learning encourage opportunities
for students to learn and problem solve through cooperation, negotiation, and
compromise.
The Lower School counselor visits each classroom weekly for Community Circle
to provide opportunities to explore social-emotional strategies, develop social
interactions and problem solving, and deepen understanding of self and others
through games, discussion, children’s literature, and other developmentally
appropriate activities.

HOMEWORK

The role of homework is to provide repetition and practice of developing concepts
as well as to communicate progress with families. Teachers are responsive to
feedback provided by families and always interested in working as a team with
families in developing homework that meets student needs. Homework in Lower
School includes a nightly minimum of 10 minutes of reading for K-1st, 20 minutes
for 2nd-3rd, and 30 minutes for 4th-5th grades. Students will also have math and
other homework based on the developmentally appropriate needs of the student
and class. Teachers often work with students and families to determine the time
frame given for different assignments.

COMMUNICATION WITH FAMILIES

Multiple conferences are offered during the year in Kindergarten through 5th grade.
Parents are also welcome and encouraged to request additional conferences to
share information in support of the student. In the K-3rd grades, digital portfolios
have been developed to represent the ongoing development of individual students.
K-3rd grade families receive a conference form that is based on reflection and
assessment by the teachers and student that represents the student as a learner.
Grades are introduced in 4th and 5th grade and information about the students’
growth and challenges are shared in teacher comments. In all ages our goal is
to provide ongoing connection and communication among Riverfield and the
student’s family. As students progress, they become more aware of their own
learning style, development, and areas of strengths and weaknesses. Students
develop communication skills and self-confidence while reflecting on their growth
and development.

4TH - 5TH GRADES
COURSE LIST
Art
Community Circle
German
Language Arts Block
Library
Math
Music
PE
Reading
Rock Band
Science
Social Studies
Spanish
Technology
Writing

