
Our Culture
of

Philanthropy
A Guide to 

Fundraising at Riverfield



Philanthropy is something that is deep-seated 
in the culture of the United States. It began 
with voluntary association fundraising in 
colonial society and has grown to 390 billion 
dollars in charitable contributions,  according 
to GivingUSA.org. You may wonder what 
this means for Riverfield. For an independent 
school, philanthropy is two-fold: we are both 
a non-profit organization and an educational 

institution. Therefore, we are charged with raising funds both for our school 
and for external organizations that our students choose to support.

We emphasize a culture of philanthropy to provide benefits for our students 
as well as educational opportunities. The intent of this brochure is to highlight 
the need for philanthropy at Riverfield and to help our community understand 
the age-old question, “Where does the money go?” Our goal is to clarify how 
gifts are used and show the benefits of philanthropy to our students.

We hope you find this resource helpful. Our culture of philanthropy meets 
the needs of today with Riverfield-focused fundraising like the Raven Fund 
and RFA events, while externally-focused donations for those in need extend 
our culture to the greater Tulsa community. Our culture meets the dreams 
of tomorrow through capital support and campus expansion while sustaining 
Riverfield for future generations with planned and endowment gifts. Whether 
you choose to make one gift or many to Riverfield, know that you are making a 
difference in the lives of our students and impacting both today and tomorrow.

I can’t thank you enough for your role in creating a culture of philanthropy 
for the school we love.

Sincerely,

Jerry Bates
Head of School
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Budget relief for todAy

The Raven Fund
The Raven Fund is Riverfield’s most important, 
year-round fundraising effort. It serves to raise 
unrestricted operating funds that offset costs 
associated with hiring and retaining faculty and 
staff, maintaining campus facilities, developing 
curriculum and classroom resources, and much more. All families, 
friends, and alumni are encouraged to support the Raven Fund. 
High participation by all constituencies is also a goal of the Raven 
Fund. This is an area that corporations and charitable foundations 
examine before committing their resources. Gifts can be made in 



Tuition

RAVEN FUND
SAPPHIRE CELEBRATION
RUN FOR RIVERFIELD
FINANCIAL AID
PROGRAM SUPPORT
$10,000 RAFFLE
DINE/SHOP & DONATE
SLEEPOVERS
RAVEN CLASSIC

THE MISSING PIECE: ANNUAL BUDGET RELIEF

a number of ways at www.riverfield.org/ravenfund.cfm. Donors 
are recognized by their giving level based on funds donated 
during a fiscal year. Those who donate $1,000 or more to the 
Raven Fund are honored annually as part of the Raven’s Club. 



The Riverfield Family 
Association (RFA) 
The Riverfield Family Association (RFA) 
supports the school through volunteerism 
and fundraising. All families are members and 
are encouraged to be involved. The primary 
RFA fundraising effor ts are the Run for 
Riverfield and the Sapphire Celebration. The Run for Riverfield, usually 
held in the fall, engages students of all ages as they gather pledges 
and then run in either the Fun Run or Color Run at the culmination 
of the fundraiser.  The Sapphire Celebration is our annual auction 
held each spring that includes dinner, entertainment, and auction 
components. Sponsorships, underwriting, item donations, volunteers, 
financial aid donations, and generous bidders all contribute to the 
success of the event.

RFA
R I V E R F I E L D

FAMILY
ASSOCIATION



Other Fundraising Activities 
Dine & Donate: Once a month, Riverfield families dine at area 
restaurants that give the school typically10-20% of the proceeds 
from participating diners. It is a fun way to support the school and 
dine with friends.

Shop & Donate: Partnerships with Box Tops 4 Education, Amazon 
Smile, Mabel’s Labels, Pediped shoes, and Shutterfly bring in dollars 
that help offset the budget.



investing in tomorrow
Capital, endowment, and planned gifts are the ultimate investment in 
Riverfield’s future and allow the dreams of our school to be realized. 
Often pledged over several tax years, these types of investments 
in Riverfield are typically made from longer term savings, such as 
a transfer of assets or as a result of estate planning. Investments in 
Riverfield may lead to recognition opportunities which honor or 
memorialize a person of the donor’s choosing, leaving a legacy of 
philanthropy for the future. Riverfield is a participant in the Tulsa 
Community Foundation Planned Giving Partnership, which provides 
educational seminars and complimentary consultations to help 
understand Investment Giving. 

Capital Giving
Capital gifts provide the means for physical expansion or restoration 
of Riverfield’s campus. The recently announced INSPIRED Capital 
Campaign is an example of this type of giving. Capital projects inspire 
growth and development within the Riverfield community.

Endowment
Endowment gif ts sustain River f ield for future generations 
and provide a safeguard against changing economic climates. 
Endowment opportunities include scholarships, faculty positions, 
and program support. 



Planned Giving
Planned gifts provide an opportunity for donors to structure long-
term deferred gifts in ways that are beneficial to both the donor 
and Riverfield. Planned gift donors are honored and recognized as 
members of the the Martha S. Clark Legacy Society, named after 
Riverfield Founding Head Marty Clark.





student PhilAnthroPy imPActs 
todAy And tomorrow

The students of Riverfield are the impetus behind several fundraisers. 
Some of them, like support of  the Community Food Bank of Eastern 
Oklahoma and Emergency Infant Services are longstanding RCDS 
traditions. Others come about organically based on a class’s interests 
and investigations or funds needed for a particular extra-curricular 
activity. Students are also key fundraisers in the RFA’s Run For 
Riverfield and create items for the Sapphire Celebration.



We hope this guide has answered general questions about 
fundraising at Riverfield. For other questions, please feel free to 
contact:

Director of Giving Patti Grice 
pgrice@riverfield.org

Director of Major Gifts Tracy Lee Emmons 
temmons@riverfield.org


